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Dutrict of J\IassachU8tU3y to toil: 

District ClerkU (Hfice. 
bE it remembered, tbst on the thirty-fint day of Aunist, A. D. Eighteen 
hundred and eighteen, in the fortr-tliird year of the Independence of the 
United States of America, HENRY BO WEN, of the said District hath 
deposited in thb Offioe the Title of a book the Right whereof be claims 
as proprietor, in the words following, to wit : 

^^ Ji Series of Lecture Sermons^ deHtered at tke Second UnivertaKst 
Meeting^ in Boston^ by Hosba Baixov, Pastor, 

'^ Search the Scriptures^ for in tfum ye think ye have eternal Itft^ and 
they^ are they^ tohich testify of me.'*'* — Jbsvs Ciuist. 
*' Let us go on to perfcction,^'*'-jST, Paul. 

In conformity tp the Act of the Congress of the United States, entitled, 
*-^ An Act for the Encouragement of I^aming, by secoring the Copies of 
Ma|>s, Charts, and Books, to the Authors «nd Proprietors of such Copiea, 
during the Times therein mentioned :^* and also to an Act entitled, "• An 
Act supplementary to an Act entitled An Act for the Encouragement of 
Learning, by securing the Copies of Maps, Charts and Books, to the 
Authors and rroprietors of such Copies during the times therein mention- 
ed ; and extending the Benefits thereof to the Arts of Designing, Engrav- 
ing and Etching Historical, and other Prints.** 

JOHJN W. DAVIS, Clerk a the District of 
Jaassaehwetts, 
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SERMON. 



1. TIMOTHY, i. 15- 

^ This ii a faithful sayings and worthy of all aceepUUion^ That 
Chriit Jesus came into the world to save sinners ; of whom I asn 
Chiefs 

The subject on which the Apostle was speakings 
and which led him to make the important declara- 
tion contained in our text, is worthy of special 
notice* Under a deep sense of the goodness of 
God, th^ grace which he had received in the Lord 
Jesus, the distinguished and important station in 
which he was placed by the great Captain of our 
sali^tion, it was impossible fqr him not to take a 
most humiliating retrospective view of his past life 
in the Jews' religion, while an enemy to Jesus, a 
blasphemer, and a persecutor of the church« All 
these weighty considerations having their natural 
operations on hb mind, seemed to present, in full 
view, before his mental vision, the .great and glorious 
errand on which the Lord Jesus was sent into our 
world. If it could have beeo so, that the AposUe, 
while engaged in the ministry of Jesus, could have 
retained his former confidence in his own righteous- 
ness, and had been of the opinion,. that he was a 
fevorite of heaven, that he was enlightened into the 
knowledge of the gospel^ and even put into the 
ministry because his former conduct had merited 
these favors, it is evident that such views could 
never have led him to make the statement found Ir 
our text Confirmed in such a persuasion, he would 
have preached a Saviour for the righteous, yea, for 
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the righteous bnly. H^ would hare despised tils 
lea^ intimation of the salvation of sinners* He 
would, no doubt, have looked on such intimation^ 
as an heresy of a most dangerous tendency. But 
the case with the great Ajpo^le of the Gentiles was 
yery difierent. He had oeen led to see, that, not 
as a righteous man, but as the chief of sinners he had 
beqn visited with the abundance of that grace hy 
which he Was so highly distinguished. He there^ 
fore looked on himself as sufficient proof of the tes- 
timony which he bore. Such as the following were» 
no doubt, the reflections of his mind ; I know fpr 
certainty, that I was a most deadly enemy of this 
lovely Jesus whom I now delight to serve ; I know, 
that in my opposition to this religion, I was exceed-* 
ingly mad, and I caused many of the haraiiess, inof- 
fensive discij^s of Christ, both men and women^ 
to feel the weight of my displeasure. Such was 
my blind zeal, such the enmity that rankled in my 
heart against him and his doctrine, who was a friend 
to sinners, that << I thought I ought to do many 
things contrary to Uie name of Jesus ;" and I per-< 
secuted the saints ^ unto the death.'' But, O won- 
derful to behold ! I am now a most joyful subject 
of that grace to which I Was sudi an enemy. From 
such reflections might verv justly be drawn this con- 
clusion ; << This is a faithful saying, and worthy of 
all acceptation^ that Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners ; of whom I am chief/' 

This testimony, that Christ Jesus came into tiie 
world to save sinners is suflSciently corroborated by 
other scriptures. When tiiose, in the days of Jesus, 
who thought they were righteous and despised oth* 
ers, found fault with Uie Saviour, because he was a 
friend to sinners, he plainly told them, that he ^came 
not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance ;'^ 
he furthermore represented the same divine truth in 
that remarkably instructive saying ; ^ The virhols' 
need not a physician, but they that are sick." 
Moreover> he enlarged on |bis 8ul]ject in several 
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biaufiful pwrablest tilt degigo of irfaieh WDs io rtr* 
meKDt the xepeotoiice of rioQerg. The ble8(ie4 
ttedeiaiQer testified that *^ God sent oot hii son intQ 
the world> to condeoio the wco^ld, hut that the worl4 
through hkn might he aaved*" The declacati»^ of 
the Angei to Josejd^ ^^ Thou shalt call his Dame 
Jesus lor he ehall sare his people from their pfls,'' 
is in direct proof of what i» testified in our text 

There are two good reasons why Jesus was not 
aent to call the righteous* First There were none* 
^ W belt God looked down .from heaven upon the 
diildren of men, to see if there were any that did 
uoderstand, and seek God. They are all gone asidct 
they are altogether become filthy ; there is none 
ttmtdo^ good, no> not one." Afier the Apostle 
bad described, in his epistle to the Romans, the 
abominable character of the wicked, he addsi 
^ What then, are we better than 'Uiey ? no, in no 
wise : for we haye before proved both ? Jews and 
Gentiles, that they are all under sm ; as it is written. 
There is none ri^teous, no, ncrt oto/' Again to 
the same point; << For all hare tinned and came 
stK>rt of ibe glory of God»" Secondly. If there 
had been any righteous, they would not luiTe needed 
Jesus to c^il ibtm to repentance. It b as improper 
lor a righteous man to repent, as it is for a well 
man to take medicine, li the man in health should 
take medicine, it would be likely to render him int 
disposed ; and if a righteous man should repent, he 
would render hhnself wieked* 

If it be allowed, as has been proved, Ihat Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners, and that 
ibe gospel seeks^ as subjects of its grace, sinners only, 
then it should never be argued, that there are some 
who cannot be saved because they are sinners. — 
This contains the absurdity, that, that which renders 
salvation necessary is an objection to it. If we may 
further notice the observation of the Saviour, it is 
perUnent to remark on the impropriety of sayings 
Aiat because the patient is sick, therefore, the pbyir 
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Bician will adminiiter or prescribe poihLa^. Not 
would the extremity of a case render the otg^etion 
in the least plausible, unless the malady was of such 
t nature as to bid defiance to the power of medi-- 
cin^t but on the contrary, ibe more indisposed 
^le patient might be, the greater would be the 
urgency for relief. It is granted, that this calcula* 
tion is not a little wide from that which is mora 
conunon, in which it is supposed, that the .grace of 
the Lord Jesus Christ may extend to the condition 
of those who are sinners in a certain degree, be- 
yond which point our spiritual physicians justify 
themselves in saying the grace of God can never 
extend. Howeter, no small encouragement is de* 
rived from the divine testimony, that '< where sin 
abounded, grace did much more abound : that as 
sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace 
reign through righteousness unto etenial life, by • 
Jesus Christ our Lord/' These blessed words are 
*^ like apples of gold in pictures of silver." Never 
was cold water to the thirsty soul so grateful as 
^ese words of eternal life. 
' The attention of the hearer is now most eamestr 
ly invited to the consideration of the following 
question. What did Christ Jesus come into the 
world to save sinners from ? Your public servant 
has heretofore laboured this question in this place ; 
but being persuaded that the general sentiment 
enteiiained among professed christians on this ques- 
tion is not according to scripture, it is felt to oe a 
duty to endeavour to throw as much light on the 
iubjeet as the present opportanity will permit 

iSo doubt many of the audience have already 
made up their minds, that the question proposed 
with so much solicitude is very easily answered^ 
and is too free from diflSculty to render much at- 
tention to the subject necessary. 

Though it is greatly to be wished that this were 
the case, it is presumed that a concise view of the 
l^enerally received opinion, on this subject, will at 
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mice discover, that erroi^ous notkms have bee% 
and st31 are entertained of it 

The general opinion, which we shall endeavour 
to disprove, supposes that ^' Christ Jesus came into 
ibe world to save sinners" from the demands of vin- 
dictive justice, which recognised the whole sinful 
iaanSlj of man under the penalty of endless punish- 
ment, frequently called eternal death. This *opin- 
ion of the penalty required by the divine law is ex- 
pressed in the Catechism as follows ; ^^ AUmankindf 
by reason of the fall, lost cooununion with 60^ 
fell under his wrajth and curse, was made liable to 
the miseries of this life, to death itself and to the 
pains of hell forever." From the everlasting paint 
of hell^ the same creed teaches us to believe, that 
Jesus Christ was appointed to save a part, and but 
a part of mankind. The way by which it is sup^ 
posed that the Saviour undertook to save sinners 
firom eternal punisbment, was by suffering the pen- 
alty in room of the sinner ; so that justice being 
satisfied, pardon and everlasting salvation could m 
granted to the guilty without any infringement of 
strict justice. Dr. Watts expresses this scheme of 
salvation nearly as follows ; 

" I was a rebel doomed to fire, 
Doomed to endure eternal pains, 
He on the wii^^ of swift desilre, 
Aasmn'd my guilt and took mj chains^" 

Again; 

^ He quenched his Father^s flaming swoid. 
Id his own rital blood.^' 

But it is needless to take up time to be very par- 
ticular in showing what this common sentiment is, 
for the most of us have bten learning it from tho 
beginning of childhood. 

Some of the bbjections to this scheme of salva- 
tion are the following ; Ist The total silence of 
the divine testimony respecting this supposed pen- 
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Ahy of the diyine law. Id the dirioe threatemng 
denounced in the garden there is nothing intimatecl 
concerning this penalty of <' eternal death/' or the 
*< paids of hell torever.^ In the maledictioo ori 
Gain for the murder of liis brother^ there k nothing 
tin thfe hereafter eternal penalty. In all the law 
given by Moses^ containing a minute description 
of Most terrible curses, which in severity extend to 
the utmost capacity of man to suffer in this life, 
there is not a single suggestion relating to this pen* 
alty of etefnal punishment in a future state. 
' 2. The supposition of such a penalty seems d^ 
honourable to the divine Being, because it could 
Hot have b6en enacted with any desigrt to reclaim 
the sinner ; and must, therefore, be entirely repugn 
Aant to the character of Grod as a Father of his crea* 
ttires. A parenft catmot^ consistenUy whh parental 
love, subject a Child to any penalty for faults com^ 
mitted, which in room of being directed to reform. 
Would inevitably prevent repentance and reforma* 
tion forever. The word of Ood informs us, that' 
he ** is love," and Ihat he is " our Father in heaven.'* 
Now if this be true, the opinion, that there ever 
was any vin(^ctive wrath in God, whidi demanded 
the sinner's eternal banishment from our Father in 
heaven must be an egregious error, and one that 
very much obscures and dishonours the ever bles* 
sed Father of our spirits. 

3. If mankind justly deserved this supposed pen* 
alty, on account of sins committed against the di- 
vine law, how could it possibly be just for one who 
was not a sinner to sufier it ? To condemn the in- 
nocent and clear the guilty is strictly forbidden in 
the law. 

4. The supposition, that this penalty did actual- 
ly lie against the sinnei^ which Jesus came to save, 
and that he, in the sinner's room and stead, did act- 
ually suffer this penalty, embraces the absurd sup* 
position that Jesus suffered eternal misery in a few 
days- 
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• 3, If according to the common opinion, the pen- 
alty of the law subjected men •* to all the miseriei 
of this life, to death itself, and to the pains of hetl 
forever,'* if Jesus suffered the penalty for the elect 
why are the elect any more liable now in this state 
to the miseries of this life and to death itself, than 
to the pains of hell forever ? Most surely, if Jesus 
bore the whole penalty of the law in room and stead 
of the sinner, then it certainly cannot be just for 
the sinner to bear one part of this penalty any more 
than another* But there are none who do not par- 
take of the miseries of this life in some degree ; 
knd there are none who are exempt from d^ath. 

Having shown that the common opinion respect- 
ing salvation is erroneous, having no scripture au- 
thority for its support and being contrary to all re- 
vealed justice, we may proceed to notice some di- 
rect evidence from scripture against it. But here 
we may be concise. In the law given by Moses, 
there is a continued thread of plain testimony, that 
as a nation the house of Israel would be punished 
accordingly as they should depart from the stat- 
utes and judgments which the Lord commanded 
ibem : and accordingly we are informed in the sa- 
cred pages, that God punished them from time to 
time as their perverse and wicked conduct deserv- 
ed. So likewise are we assured, that the divine 
Being punished other nations for their wickedness : 
such as Babylon, Nineveh, Tyre, Egypt &c. In 
relation to the crimes of individuals we well know 
that God instituted penalties according to the na- 
ture of offences, and gave special directions con- 
cerning their being duly inflicted. This is not only 
true in respect to the laws of Israel, but it is like- 
wise true in respect to all nations. He that holds 
Uie sword is the minister of God. Now if all this, 
which is as plain as any thing in the scriptures, be 
granted, what room is there (or the supposition that 
the penalty due to transgression is punishment in 
the future eternal world r Or what reason have we 
B 
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to believe that Jesus suffered in room and stead of 
transgressors ? This same Jesus Christ of whom it 
is believed, that he suffered the penalty of our sini 
in our room» that we might not suffer it, plainljr 
atates, that he will " reward every man according 
to his works." It seems to be evident, from the 
foregoing considerations, that no such penalty of 
endless misery was ever connected with the divine 
law of heaven ; and equally evident, that Jesus did 
not come into the world to save mmers from any 
such penalty. No, nor did he come into the world 
to save the sinner from the punishment of his sins* 

We have now come to the positive of our ques- 
tion, and we will proceed to show from the scrip- 
tures, what " Jesus Christ came into the world to 
save sinners'* from. 

First, and primarily, he came to save sinners 
from their sins. If the hearer be disposed to ask 
what the difference is between saving a sinnerfrorn 
his sins, and saving him from the punishment which 
his sins deserve, the following reply will show. To 
save a criminal from the punishment which the law 
holds against him wouM be a violation of the law, 
but to save him from bis sin, would render him 
righteous. To save a disobedient child from the 
chastisement due for his offence, would violate the 
wholesome law of the parent, and would have an 
unfavourable effect on the disobedient when refor- 
mation is the object of the chastisement. But to 
save the child from disobedience is the very thing 
the parental law requires and is all the salvation 
which it needs. Thus, as has been before noticed, 
the Angel said to Joseph; <' Thou shalt call his 
name Jesus, for he shall save his i>eopl6 from their 
Bins. 

Secondly, we may notice some particulars, which, 
however, are all comprehended in saving the sinner 
from his sins. Jesus Christ came into the world to 
«ave sinners from a state of ignorance which they 
were actually in, which ignorance was and ever is 
the cause of suh 
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Of the forerunner of Jesus it was said ; <* And 
tbou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the high- 
est : for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord 
to prepare his ways ; to give knowledge of salya- 
iioD unto his people, by the remission of their sins, 
through the tender mercy of our God ; wliereby 
the day-spring from on high hath visited us, to give 
light to them that sit in darkness, and in the shadow 
of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.** 
Jesus said to the Jews ; ** If ye continue in my 
word, then are ye my disciples in deed ; and ye 
shall know the truth and the truth shall make yott 
free/' In his prayer to the Father, Jesus says ; 
*< This is life eternal, that they might know thee, 
the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou 
hast sent" It is most plainly seen by the light; of 
these passages, that the Saviour^s grace was design* 
ed to deliver sinners from mental darkness, and to 
give them the true knowledge of God's divine and 
grac ous character. This is a salvation which the 
ignorance . of mankind rendered necessary. SL 
Paul> speaking on this subject to the Ck>llossians 
says ; ^* Who hath delivered us from the power of 
darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom • 
of his dear Son.^ , The power of darkness is the 
deception to which ignorance subjects us, from 
which the true knowledge of divine things delivers 
the mind. God says by the prophet Jeremiah ; 
^ And they shall teach no more every man his 
neighbor, saying, know the Lord ; for they shall 
all know me, from the least of them to the greatest 
of them, saith the liord : for I will forgire their in- 
iquity, and I will remember the sin, no more V^ 
The words of St. Peter are pertinent to this sub- 
ject : << Grace and peace be multiplied unto you 
through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our 
Lord. And we may add, that the mission of the . 
Apostles, to ** preach the gospel to every crea* 
ture and to teach all nations," implies the necessi- 
ty of bringing all men to the knowledge of the truths 
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The same salvation which has already been sig- 
nified by a salvation from sin and from darknesa 
or ignorance, may be denominated a» deliverance 
from unreconciliation to God. It is easily seen, 
that sin and unreconciliation to God are the same.. 
This is the state which the sinner is in, and from 
this condition the gospel is designed to deliver or 
save him. Accordingly St. Paul says ; " And all 
things are of God who hath reconciled us 1o himself 
by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry 
of reconciliation ; to wit ; that God was in Christ, 
reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing 
their trespasses unto them; and hath committed 
unto us the word of reconciliation. Now then, we 
. are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did be- 
seech you by us ; we pray you in Christ's stead, 
be ye reconciled to God ! We see by this passage 
bs well as by the general testimony of scripture, that 
God did not impute the trespasses of sinners to them, 
in any way to prevent the manifestation of his 
grace in their reconciliation to himself. This re- 
conciliation of the world to God is the salvation of 
the world, and agrees with the testimony of the be- 
loved disciple who said, " We have seen and do 
testify, that the Father sent the son to be the Sa- 
viour of the world.** And to the same did " a 
bright and a shining light" bear record, saying ; 
** Behold the Lamb of God that taketh away the 
sin of the world.** 

This condition of sinners, from which Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save them, is repre- 
sented to be death. Jesus says ; ^ The dead shall 
hear the voice of the son of God, and they that hear 
shall live.** St, Paul says to the Ephesians ; " And 
you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses 
and sins." Again ; " But God, who is rich in mer- 
cy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, even 
when we were dead in sins, hath quickened ustoge-: 
ther with Christ.** Was there ever a representa- 
lion more erroneous, than that which has for agffs 
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led men to belieye that there was a diTiqe wrath 
in God^ from which Jesus came to save sinners ? 
Id the passage just recited it is declared, that oa 
account of Uie great love which God had to sin- 
ners, who were dead in sin, he quickened them to- 
gether with Christ. 

Our liedeenier represents the salvation of sin- 
ners by seeking and saving something lost, <^ The 
Son of man came to seek and to save that which 
was lost." Time would fail us to mention all the 
ways by which sacred truth has represented the na* 
ture of sinner's salvation by Jesus Christ. 

The hearer is now called on to observe, that in 
all the representations quoted from scripture, there 
is no intimation of saving sinners from any punish- 
ment to which they were exposed, nor from any 
condition that they were not already in. 

Being in possession of what the foregoing argu- 
ments 8e6m plainly to prove, the mind of the hearer 
will devote its attention now to the consideration 
of the question, why *^ Chri^ Jesus came into the 
ivarld to save sinners V^ If the object of the Saviour's 
mi^on was to sufler the penalty of eternal punish- 
ment, which all our Doctors agree cannot be suf- 
fered in this wjorld, why did he come here ? Why 
should he come into a world where this supposed 
penalty never was designed to be executed ? If 
Jesus undertook and did actually suffer the pen- 
alty of eternal damnation in a future world, in 
room and stead of sinners, surely there was no need 
of his coming into this mortal state to do it. But 
he " came into the world to save sinners/* And the 
reason why he came into this world to save sinners, 
was l>ecause*the sinners which he came to save were 
in this world. To m^ke use of the parable of the 
Saviour, we may remark, that the physician goes 
to the place where the sick are, that he may ad- 
minister what may relieve the patient from sickness. 
The goodly Samaritan went to the place where the 
bruii^ Jew lay naked and half dead, and there he. 
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poured inio bis wounds the mollifying. oil and tbe 
life restoring wine. The shepherd went after tbe 
lost sheep until he found it, and from tbe place 
where it had wandered he bore it on bis shoulder 
to tbe fold, rejoicing. 

Tbe common doctrine, which teaches us, thai 
Chrisi Jesus came into this world to save us in ano- 
ther world is contrary to all the representations 
which are found in the scriptures. If in a future 
world men are sick, then in a future world men 
will need a physician ; and if in a future world 
men are lost, then in a future world they will need 
to be sought and found; but if *Ube inhabitant 
shall say I am not sick/' no physician will be want- 
ed. If sin shall exist in a future state erf existence, 
no doubt pardoning mercy will flow as freely there 
as it does here, uod will be the same, Christ will 
be tbe same, and love divine will be the same. But 
none of our creeds teach us that man will sin in a 
future world, and surely if they do not they will not 
need to be saved from sin, for they will have none. 

We are not informed in the scriptures, that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to procure for 
man a f^te of life and immortality ; but we are in- 
formed, that he ^* hath brought life and immortali- 
ty to light through the gospel. This divine inheri- 
tance was given us in Christ Jesus before the world 
beg^n, but was << made manifest by the appearing 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, who ha£ 
abolished de^th." 

The attentive hearer is in the next place invited 
to spend a few reflections on the fullness of Christ 
•Tesusto accomplish the work of saving sinners. 
Remember, " The Father sent the Son to be the 
Saviour of tbe world.'^ Permit your bumble ser- 
vant to ask you, if you had any important coti- 
eems in a foreign country, which required the at- 
tention of one deeply skilled in such matters, would 
you not send one on whom you could depend ? 
,^qd would you not furnish him with all the nece^- 
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«»ry powers, to settle your concerns in a just and 
equitable manner? You answer in the afnnnatire. 
I'hen it seems, that your christian candor must 
lead you to allow, that ample power is given to Christ 
Jesus to save the chief of sinners. If God himself* 
who is acknowledged to be omnipotent, had power 
sufficient for this gracious work, he surely would not 
send his Son with too little. << All power in heaven 
and in earth is therefore committed to the Son." 
^ In him dwells the fullness of the Godhead bodily/' 
Jesus ^ made unto us, wisdom, righteousness, sane- 
tifieation and redemption." Are sinners ignorant 
of God ? Jesus came with the true knowledge of 
the Father, whom to know is life eternal. Are 
sinners sick with spiritual leprosy ? Jesus is that 
phisician whose very word can heaL Are sinners 
lost and bewildered in the wilderness of sin ? Jesus 
is " the way, the truth and the life !" Are sinners 
dead in tr^asses and sins, the life giving power 
of the gospel quickens them together with Christ 
Here is a fountain opened for the cleansing of 
the unclean, here flow medical springs, teaming 
with health for all who are sick. Here grows the 
tree of life, whose fruit is for food, and whose 
leaves are for the healing of the nations. In a word» 
there is no infirmity in the sinner for which there is 
not a cure in Christ Jesus. 

To conclude ; My christian friends, is not our 
duty* as disciples of Jesus, made plain by the doc- 
trine of our text? "It is enough tor the disciple to 
be as his master." The blessed Redeemer laoored 
incessantly in the great work of saving sinners 
from tiieir sins. He exercised his miraculous pow- 
ers to convince men of the divinity of his mis^ion^ 
he taught the people the unchangeable love of God 
to sinners, he loved sinners himself, and his very 
breath seemed to be forgiveness. We are called 
on to exercise all our abilities in this blessed cause 
of salvation. That we may do this to the ntmost 
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we must strive to increase in the knowledge, and 
grow in the grace of divine truth, that we may be 
enabled to conimuntcate it to others. Jesus s^id 
to his disciples ; ^ Let ypuv light go shine before, 
men, that they beholding your good works, may 
glorify your Father who is in heaven.*' If the 
vain imagination were true, that the work of saving 
sinners was accomplished by Jesus' suffering some 
penalty of the divine law, of which we have'no 
account in the oracles of truth, of course further 
labour would not be needed. But if the salvation 
of sinners, conscsts in delivering them from their ig^ 
norance of God^ from tbe power of darkness, from 
the death of sin, and from alienation to a blessed re- 
conciliation to God, then all that we ca A do, by the 
help of Grace, to enlighten our fellow men, to re- 
commend the character of God to sinners, to ftiagni- 
fy the beauties and excceltencies of a life of piety^ 
and virtue is of service in the cause of Christ. But 
let us remember, first of all, that example is more 
than precept ; and that this « Grace of God, which 
bringeth salvation to all men, bath appeared ; 
leaching qs, that, denying ungodliness and worldly 
lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and god- 
ly, in this present world ; looking for that blessed 
hope, and tlie glorious appearing of tbe great God 
and our Saviour Jesus Ghnst ; who gave himself 
for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, 
and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous 
of good works.'* 
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*^^B9 jfe, therefore^ pcrfeet^ cvm 4m ^fur Father ^gkiik u^tkuvmjii 

Evert scbemQ, whether human or divine, inust| 
in order to be rationally planned^ fa^Te some priop 
ciple as its foundation. This foundation must, in 
all respects, be sufficiently extensive and firm io 
eimnort it«e superstructure to be raised on it 

The gospel or doctrin# of Jesus Christ, being a 
tdieine planned by infinite wisdom, is establbbed on 
a piwcl|>le which is in all respects, both m regard 
to ltd extent and stability, amply sufficient to sup- 
fort tbe diYioely glorious edifice designed to rest 
4ipoo it. These remarics are evidently analogous 
io the imbject of our text, and CQrreq>ond with th^ 
mttaner in which M was presented to those who 
fisteoed to the gracious wcirds of the divine teach- 
er. In bis (^eimoon on the mount, Jesus noticed mar 
aqr particulars, which had formerly been taught to 
Ibe people and religiously believed by them, which 
wereflc^ consistent with the heavenly wisdom and 
grac^of the gospel, ^e therefore, endeavored to 
insent to the people the distinction between those 
3 
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traditions «:hii^ hftd hmghe^k estaUi^becly tnd tbat 
which was harmonious with that q^ial ^* grace and 
truth,'* which came by him. 

^ The particular subject under consideration is in* 
trpduced as follows ; << Te have heard that it hath 
been.said. Thou shali love thy neighbor, and hate 
thine enemy ; But 1 say unto you, love your ene- 
mies, bless them that curse you, do jgood to them 
that hate you, and pray for them which dispiteful- 
ly use you, and persecute you ; that ye msty be the 
children of your Father which is in heaven ; for be 
maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good 
and sendeth rain on the just and ur\|ustJ' What 
the doctrine of Jesus requires of his disciples is 
here plainly laid down ; ^nd the reason why love 
and good offices to enemies were enjoined is diown 
in tM manifest goodness of God to the evil and 
good, to the just and to the unjust The divine 
teacher then proceeds to illustrate the propriety 
and fitness of his doctrine as follows ; " For if ye 
love them that love you, what reward have ye ? 
do not even the publicans the same ? And if ye sa« 
lute. your brethren only, what do ye more than 
others ? do not even the publicans so ?'* 

Havu^ thus evidently shown, that coming short 
of that fove and goodness to enemies which his 
doctrine requires, was to stand on the same ground 
and to act on the same prittcii>Ie which characterise 
the most illiberal and irreligious worldini^ he ^i- 
joins as expressed in our text ; " Be ye, tlierefore, 
perfect, even as your Father, which is in heaven is 
perfect -^Our text, thus introduced, seems to in- 
vite the attention of the hearer to the considera- 
tion of the following proposition, as a distinct su^ 
ject for investigation ; (viz.) The gospel of Jesus 
Cifarist is a dispensation of grace which naturally 
and necessarily flows from the nature of God, and 
obtains its peculiar character from the love of' 
God to sinners. 
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What we mean when we say, the giMspelof Jesm 
Christ flows naturallj from God is, that all the 
causes which produce it, or cause it to flow forth to 
man, are in the nature of the divine fieii^. He is 
seif-moTed in all he does, and of course he is self-, 
moved in the dispensation of his grace. Even the 
Mediator himself> who is stiled <* the Captain of 
otu* salvation,'' had no occasion to influence the 
Father of our spirits to be mefcifiil to sinners, for 
it is the unchangeable nature of God to be gracious. 
The divine Being is wrot^ly represent^, when 
it is said, bs it often has been, that Christ has, by Im 
lijfe, death and resurrection opened a way for God 
to be merciful to sinners ; because this evidently 
suppdses, that he was not mercifol to sinners before 
this door was opened. 

The testimony of Jesus evidently corrects this 
error, and abolishes at once all vain iniagina* 
tions which have been built upon it Hear his 
words^; ^ For God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have everlasting life.'^ 
It is surety a very great error to suppose that the 
cift which the Father's love bestowed influenced 
Eim to bestow it. Such a mistake, we may pre- 
sume, never was made on any other subject or in 
any other case. Were the unhappy children of 
wealthy parents, whose prodigality had reduced 
them to wretchedness and wan^ to receive from 
them a gift of immense value, would thev be like- 
ly to conclude, that the worth of this mvaluable 
treasure was the cause of their parent's love and 
pity ? No ; but however highly they might justly 
prize the fevor sent, they would consider it as the 
evidence, not the cause of parental affection. This 
is evidently tbe sense of the Apostle who says ; 
** But Grod commendeth his love toward us, in that» 
-jrhile we were yet sinners Christ died for us*** 
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Hepe Mtiee, the d^atk of Gkrkft ^^iM not th^ eause^ 
lUl the eMfimendatioii of tte i6ve of Gkid toward 
tti, #Mfe ^e were yet sinners. Agtfto ; « Herein fs' 
lo^, not that *ive love^ God, but Uiat he k>ve4 !», 
arid sent hk Son to be the propitiation for our- 
sins.** This propitiation for our sins, so far from 
of^ning a door for God ih be gracious, was an eff- 
feet itnd a marfifeiHation of the difine favor. 

Thei;e arguments are designed to illustrate the 
proposfHon, thaf the grade of the gospel flows 
Irtftirfally from God (o his eneniies. 

It is believed that no subject in divini<y is of 
greater moment than tife one ander consideratiofi. 
For if it be not the nature of God to be gracioud^ 
and to lore his creatures, and to do them good^ 
even though they are enemies to him by Wicked 
works ; but if be re^iiire thidtctive retalhtion on 
Ms emtoies ; and cannot, consitently with his true 
character, show any fevor to transgressors, without 
Beirfg first rectonciFed and influent so to do, ft 
is to that which produces tins reconciliation and 
eflfects this influence, that we are to look for mer- 
cy, and not lo G^d. Moreover this doctrine, could 
it be thaintained, woiHd overthrow the doctrine of 
oirtr text **Be te, therefore, perfect, even as 
Tour Father which h in heaven is perfect," by lov- 
Irig Tour enemies, by btessing them that ctirse yon, 
by doing good ia them that hate you, and by pray- 
ing for them that despitefullv use you and perse- 
cuter you. If it be allowe(^ that our Father in 
h(^SfVen so imputed men's trespasses to them as to 
render it impossible for him to ie^ttend mercy io 
any until his vindictive Wrath was appeased, then 
may wc reply id the tequiti^ments of the Saviomr 
in our text, and say ; First let us have satisfactory 
vengeance on our enemies, then w§ will love them 
and do them good* Suppose our Redeemer tmd 
taught the people, ^ our profeteed christians be^ 
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lenn^ lliat he had uttd^rtakeit to meaie his Fa- 

1her^9 wnrtb towards manv by suflforiog tbe petml 

lMiuve» which vrndadne justice bad laid oo tiie 

anenr ; and that bv thk mean be should proems 

l^^^^tirtff God ioriJtmm, would he not thereby 

have liswsbed them with a reply to his injunctioni 

expre^sad in ouf text and context ? Might they not 

kH^ said ; When we can obtain as ample rei^eance ' 

€w enr eoeHiies^ as you have to suffer in order to 

reader ii proper for God to love his eaemies, tfaeif 

we will k>¥e ours? Bat no such doetrme cani>0 

found in the recorded testimony of Jesus. Whs^ 

ever the blessed Redeemer is to us> he is made such 

by the Father ctf our ^irits. Speaking to the 

Corintiiians of Christ Jesus^ the Aposw says; 

^ Who of God is made unto us wisdom^ righteous- 

neas^ sanctification^ and redemption." To the 

sanw <^urcb, speaking of the raiilistry of reconcil- 

iation, the same author says ; ^ God was in Christ, 

reeoncilii^ the world unto himself, not imputiiu; 

their trespasses onto them/' But the error which 

we dkfprovej supposes that God did impute our . 

tramasses to us, and that Christ reconciled him. 

l%ere is a passage the common use of which is 
against omr present argument, which we will-here 
Dotiee. •• We have an advocate with the Father.'* 
Tlie common opinion supposes Jesus Christ acts 
the part of an advocate, by pleading our causa be^ 
tore God, to incline hkn to show mercy. This is 
totally erroneous. The advocacy of Jesus is ex- 
pnsaed thus ; ^ Now then, we are ambassadorsfor 
Chfi^ as though God did beseech you by us ; we 
pray you in Chrisfs stead be ye reconciled to 
God.'' Thus we have an advocate with the Father 
who pleads with us to be reconciled to God ; not 
with God to be reconciled to us, for << God was in 
Ci&ist reconciling the world unto himself, not im- 
potfaig unto them their trespasses." 
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" Tbgtthe character which We attnbiit^, by these 
arguments, to the divine Being, is really w^t id 
due to him, may be made to appear by r^f(^rin^ U> 
his providence. This we are specially authorised 
to do, by the example which the Saviour has fiir- 
mshed in our context, and wliich was evidently de^ 
^gned by him to inculcate what these arguments 
are designed to prove. He directed the attention of 
ifae people to two sensible objects, which the di- 
vine providence continually holds out to our view ; 
the sun and the rain. <' For he roaketh his sun to 
rise on the evil and the good, and sendeth rain oq 
the ju^ and on the unjust." By these ocular proofs 
fhe divine tdacher inculcated the impartial love and 
goodness of our Father in heaven toward aU men 
of every description of character. 

It may be necessary to notice, in thfe place, ^hat 
an objector niight be disposed to urge against this 
impaiiial goodness of the divine Being toward the 
evil and tfe good, the Just ^nd theunjui^t. 

Objection ; If God be equally as good to the evil 
as ho is to the good, to the unjust as to the just ; 
and if he love his enemies as well as he does hid 
friends^ then there is no difference between the re- 
ward of righteousness and uiurighieouaness. To 
tim objection the candid hearer will accept the 
following reply. — ^Keeping in view the character 
of God, as set forth in the passage under considera- 
tioci, as our Father in heaven, ^e say that a father 
may love \\U obedient and disobedieni children 
impartially, and yet, in relation to their canducl^ 
may treat them as differently as they conduct one 
from another. But Imwever different the treatr 
ment may be, it must, in every case, proceed from 
the same principle of impartial love In the parent. 
To illustrate this we may observe, that the parent 
who is visited with sickness among his children will 
naturally Igve those who are sick as well as lie does^ 
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Ikoa&who we ki liealtb ; and yet» from . tfaie equ4 
wKlifnished love, he will treat them a^ difierenUjr 
«s win exactly correspond with their difierent de- 
grees of heahba Mow, you who are parents ura 
called on to determine whether it he rights and con- 
nbteat with your character as parents, to love your 
children and to do good to them when they are 
disobedient ? If you decide iii the affirmative, as 
you most surely will, then you justify the argur 
mentyagain^ which tii^e objection weMve noticed 
was sliaied 

If the objector should be disposed to contend^ 
4hsit we extend our argument too far by endeavoi^ 
ing to prove that the sinner is equally the object 
of divine love as the righteous, we rejoin by re- 
lering the objector to the full extent of the evi- 
dence ^ready adduced^ and to the consideration of 
the following remarks. 

If irst ; If we carefiiHy examine the conduct of 
the divine Being toward Adam before and after 
transflxessioD, shall we find any thing to justify the 
belief Ibat Adam was not equally the object of 
divine favor after he sinned as he was befi>re? 
Whose voice did guilty Adam hear in the cool of 
Ifae day,, expressive of parental solicitude, crying 
Adaoi, Adand, where art thou ? It was the voice 
of the Lord Ciod« In thart memorable hour of retri^ 
bution was there the least sign that God's love to- 
wards his ofisprin^ had suf^red any diminution ? 
Does not the promise, that the seed of the woman 
ibould bruise the serpent's head, bear date from 
this eventful period ? Surely this was a time of love. 
Secondly ; Was it when the world was righteous, 
or when it was ^'in wiclcedness" that God so lov- 
ed i^ as to ^ give his iHily begotten Son, that who- 
soever beliereth on him might not perbh, but have 
(Yerlasting life 1*^ Was Saul less the object of the 
dirine favor before his conversion th^n afterward ? 
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Wfwt we less faeloved bj him, ^ m)m fo^ad us and 
waflbed us firem our sinB in fak oira blood, befiBro 
be washed us, tban aflerward ? The hearer will eiH 
mly iieroeiFe that these queries all tend to show* 
th^t no change in mancan efiect any change in 
God.~And « 

' Thirdly ; The acknowledged uncfaangeabili^^ 
ty of the divine Being fiutushes auffici^ii proo^ 
that his love to his creatuies can nerer increase 
nor decrease. Entertaining a hope, thai what has 
been offered, designed to explain our meaning rer 
q[ieciinff the dia^^^isatioa of divine xraoe flowing 
naturally from Uod, may be acceptable to the can* 
did hearer, we will say a little oo what we mean bjr 
saying, that this dispensation of grace flows neces* 
sarUy fix>m the nature of God ; imd offer some ar^ 
gument in its support. 

What we mean by this part of our general pnn- 
position is, that if we take a careful view of the na- 
ture of the divine atrifoutes, as they are re^Maled 
in creation, providenoe, and grace,^ even as short 
s%hted ae we are, we become convinced that ^U tiia 
wi^s of God, all his works, all his meKtes, and all 
his judgments are unalterably establisfaed in truth 
and rigbtousness which never vwy* It is noi conr 
aistent with the atributes of God, to suppose, that 
^e can design to do any thing, and aftewand alter 
liis determkiation. N4>r is it any more consistaot 
with the divine atributes to su{M>ose that any 
^ the designs of (iod, which in dwEerent ages of 
Hie world have been revealed to man, wiera less aur 
cient tiian the design of creation ; wfaidi carries us 
asfarbaek as is of use to our researches. When 
ibe Ahn^bty was pleased to reveal himself la 
Abraham, aiid call him from his people, and pro- 
mise him the land of Canaan, and to multaidy 
him, and to bless him, and to bless all the famtties 
•of Hhe earth inhis^eed, however new and unezpectr 
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ed tills nright be to this *' friend of Ood/^ it could be 
Ho new ^ing with the God of Abraham. And so 
wen»7 say of any other particular manifestation 
of the wisdom of God. <* Known unto God are aU 
his works from the foundation of the world," and 
be dedares ^ the end from the beginning." It is 
furthermore said, that be << cannot lie ;" and that 
^ he cannot deny himself" 

HaYing presented the hearer, in our imperfect 
manner, with this short account of the foundation 
of llie docfarine of Jesus, the attention of the audi- 
ence may, for a few moments, be devoted to the 
consideration of the following iiiieieucec?; drawn 
from premises already proved. 

]• As we haye seen, that the grace by which man 
obtains sahratiou and eternal life, flows naturally 
and necessarily from the nature of God^and is known 
by its peculiar characteristic of lore to sinners, we 
infer that this salvation will eventually be as eX'- 
tensive as the love of God, from wfctich it proceeds. 
If the love of the divine Beii^ insures salvation to 
any of the sinful race of Adam, it equally favors 
ihe salvation of all men, as all are equally the ob- 
jects ef divine love. This inference relies on the 
fact, that the same cause will always produce the 
same effects. A parent has a nunmer of children 
all needy and dependent on him, he loves them all 
equally, it is granted that this love will leertainly 
favor and support some of these dependent off- 
spring; the conclusion is, that it will grant the same 
favor and support to the whole. Should the speaker, 
this evening, inform you, that there is a parent of 
great respectability in this town, who has a numer- 
ous family of sons and daughters, that he is vastly 
rich, has all at his command that heart can wish, 
that he most tenderly and affectionately loves his 
children, and loves them impartially, that this par* 
<iBtha8 favoured your servant with aknowled^ of 
4 
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his domesiic economy and gOTentment, that be olr 
ten invites him to partake, of bis boMniiful Jboaidf 
and of the refreshments which bis generous fanx 
coostently provides, would you not reply thai all 
this is very probable, and that you know of maay: 
such families in the circle of yoitf: acquaintance i 
But should the account proceed and state, that of 
this numerous family of children, only a fourth ptart 
were ever indulged with the society of their piar- 
ent, that the other three fourths were the roost 
wretched beings ever seen,, that they wele as^^ieai^ 
ly starved the whole of the time as they could be 
and live» that they were excluded the society of the 
favorites, and that their extreme misery was for itm 
honor and glory of the merciful parent, and la en- 
hance the unalloyed happiness of the others, could 
vou freely give your candid assent to the prob^^ 
bility, the consistency and propriety of ihia'ao^ 
count ? Would you not say^ that if one part of tiie 
story be true, the other must be false? Youlcerv 
tainly wouM contend, that if the parent were iwt 
partial in his love to. his children, he never would 
make the distinction reported ; you would revolt 
with horror at the declaration, that the extreme, 
miserv of the greatest part of .the family Was necaa- 
sary for the honor of the parent, and to enhance the 
felicity of the happy few. Such doctrine as this, 
you would say, is totally without foundation^ ia a 
superstructure having nothing for |ts support, and 
is proof positive that the mind of the reporter is 
deranged or corrupted* Why then will you con- 
tradict your own cabdid reasoning, ^uid conteivl 
that our Father in heaven loves his ofispring iai* 
partially, ev^ his enemieis, that his divine fuUDaai 
IS infinitely extensive, but that by sonie special 
grace which has been made known to you, you am 
authorised to believe and say, that biif a small piart 
of the human family will ever be made partaken 
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of the rich bounties of salration in Christ, and that 
&r the noost numerous part o£ Adam's posterity 
are doomed to unspeakable tortures eteraaUy for 
ibe glory of God and to promote the happiness of 
ft lew ? it is charitably believed that your candor 
will lead to an impartial decision of this momentous^ 
subject and will im^rie you to admit what is so 
fc^ and clearly proved by the unerring testioKv 
ny of truth. 

* ^ We infer froin our genial subject, that the 
cKimmon doctrine which teaches that our Father 
wiio is in heaven, loves those Who love him, but has 
teeamred up everlastii^ vengeance against his ene- 
■des, suDverrfve of the goi^l and religion of 
Jesus, Which he {^-cached on the glorious founda- 
tion of the divine love to sinners ; and equally sub- 
versive of our duty as disoiples of Christ Hie 
conunon doctrine, against which this inference is 
drawn, seems to adhere to the old tradition, ** Thou 
dudt love thy ndghbor and bate thine enemy,'* 
against wliich our Saviour labored in the place 
inere our text is found. - ^ If ve love them thai 
Idve you, what reward have ye f do not even Uie 
publicans tiie same ? And if ye salute your brethren 
only, what do ye more than others t do not even 
the puUicans so ?^ Those who pay no attention to 
rel^on, whose thoughts are wholly engrossed by 
the things of a temporal concern, who lay up theu* 
treaonires upon the earth, love those who love them, 
do good to those who do good to them, and cour« 
teo^y salute their btethren. Now if God love 
i^one but such as love him, if be be kind to none 
bat such as are friendly to him, what does he more 
than publieans I What reward hath he ? Most 
surely Jesus never would have inculcated the duty 

.of loving our enemies on the principle thatGrod 
hated his. But he seemed to come du-ectly to the . 

> tederstanding'of the people through the medium 
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of the rising sun and faHiog rain, and presenteci 
them with the real character of our heaTenly Fa* 
ther as a perfect pattern for our imitatioii. Sup- 
pose some of the disciples of Jesus, on this oe*. 
casion,had asked him whether he meant to be underf 
stQod, that our Father in heaven did really lore the 
evil and the good, the just and the unjust, as im- 
partially as he granted them the light of the sun 
and the rain from heaven ? What answer may we 
believe the divine teacher would have returned ? 
Would he have said, I solemnly charge you not to 
be deceived by these temporal things ? You see that 
the sun makes no distinction in bestowing its influ^ 
ence on the nations of the earth, it bounds not its. 
blessings by any di^inctMns in the characters of 
men, it is prodigal of its innumerable Uessings on 
the evil and on the gq^ ; so k the rain likewise 
as entirely impartial ; it sheds its generous favon 
on all without partiality ; but you are not to sop- 
'posQ that these are true indications of the real 
mind and diroosition of your heavenly Father, In 
temporal thmgs God is << good unto all, andlm 
tender mercies are over all his works ;'' tnit in re-^ 
spect to the spiritual and eternal concerns of men 
he has made an infinite difference. Those who 
love him and keep his commandments, he really 
loves ; but his enemies are the objects of his burn- 
ing wrath, and on them will his vengeance be pour- 
ed forth forever* In reply to such an answer, 
might not the questions wbkfa Jesus asked be re- 
turned ? If ye love them that love you what re- 
ward have ye ? do not even the publicans the same? 
But the divine teacher would not have been so ab- 
surdly inconsistent with himself ; he would baVe 
answered the supposed question in the affirmative. 
We have full liberty to believe this and ample au« 
thority to support it The contrary is the very 
thing that he was dissuading thepe<^e from ; bij| 
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the affiniiatiTe of Uief suj^posed quMtioD is what 
be endeavOTed to innpress on their minds* 

This inference will be found to be greatly strength- 
ened by a carelul application of our text to the sub- 
ject "Be ye» therefore, perfect, e?eri as your Father 
vhidi 19 in heaven is perfect.'' We are here re- 
quired to have tl^ same quality of perfection as 
our Father in heaven has. if his perfection is quai- 
led with hatred and unmerciful wrath towards 
his enemies, then our perfection must be qualified 
by the same teoqper and disposition towards our 
eoaaies. But if the perfection of our heavenly 
Father is rendered gloriously Inight by a constant 
display of unchangeaUe love and mercy towards 
his enemies, then it is plainly our duty to strive to 
tbe utmost to qualify our christian (Hrofession and 
di0ci^)le^ip of J^esus, with this blessed temper and 
good will to those who are our enemies. • Jesus 
said to his diacipJes, ^^ The disciple is not above 
his master, nor the servant above his Lord. It is 
enough for tbe disciple to be as his master, and the 
Mirant as his Lord." Those, therefore, who pro- 
fess to love all mankind, who pray for all men> 
who say tibey fervently desire the everlasting hap- 
ptaess of the whole human race, and yet conteml 
that their divine Lord and Master loves but a few, 
and baa determined the everlasting destruction of 
all tbe rest, are guilty of supererogation. So far 
from bemg contented to stop at Uie bounds by 
which they limit the holy one, they profess to 
love those who are held by their creed to be the 
objects of the divine indignation. But here let us 
pause >-^ — ^Are these pretentions all real ? Gast 
abide all prejudice, and examine and answer the 
following question : Have professors generally, who 
have maintained limited views of the grace of God, 
and yet pretended to love all men J^tnselves, ac-^ 
.companied those ^pretensions with that spirit and 
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temper of love and coaq^attion toward thoee who 
have differed from them m o|UDion^ whidi seem 
necessary to prove tlie sincerity of tiieir profes- 
sions ? If this should be allowed, bow can we ao^ 
count for all the persecutions whieh havecbarao* 
terised the christian churches forages? How shall* 
we account for that mutual bitterness^ coldneflB* 
and deeply roioted prejudice visible among difilnp** 
ent denominations, and by wbicJi they have m^ 
inucb disturbed the peace of society mid o£ the 
world? There is nothing of importance ever mam^ 
tained in the religious creeds of men, that does mrt^ 
either tend to make them better, or wone ; and 
that character which we attribute to the divine 
Being, will more or less mingle itself in our owa^ 
characters. Hence we account for the endeavorr 
of the Saviour to present our Father in heaven, io' 
a character which be would have his disciples ac-- 
quire for themselves. He knew if men entertain 
an opinion that the divine Being loves those wha 
loVe him and hates those .who hate him, thejr^ 
would be likely to imitate what they attribute t» 
God. He very well knew that this was the lease 
with the people of his day, he knew it had been the 
case in past ages, and he knew that like oiufles 
would produce like effects ; and therefore as long' 
as men should religiously believe that God loves 
some and hates others^ be knew that bitterness and 
strife would continue. From this thick cloud of 
darkness, from this deadly error the doctrine of 
divine love to the enemies of God, is the otAy de* 
Ii;verance« It makes not the least difference wbe* 
ther we profess to be Christians, Jews, Pagans or 
Mahometans, if we believe that Crod is an enemy 
to those who are enemies to him^ we shall be like^ 
)y to exercise the same spirit and disposition which 
we believe our|Pather in heaven poMesses ; and we 
$ball justify ourselves insp doing by the divine 
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M^thy. Tboeevfho hpTe aind' (naintaiQ this er- 
raneousbelieCi^re^ldom if ever at a loss to know 
i«lio4he^ friends of God are» and who are bis enemies. 
Tkey are persuaded that they have the tr^e faith, 
^t tMiy ^!^ ^ friends of God, and of course 
God is their frifind ; loves tbem> and will do good 
4o,tJbeiB ; hat those who subscribe not to the same 
mrMcutar Cfe^y are enemies to God, are the ob- 
jfictsiiii hi^ wrath and of their most bitter enmity. 
Suchrpeoplje will effect great concern for those 
whom they esteem as the enemies of the true f£|itb, 
and w9l frequently exhort them to make God their 
friend, to delay no time in bringing themselves to 
those terms ami to that condition waich will secure 
the good will of our Father who is in heaven. But 
the only way that this can be done, is to become 
conformed to the particular creed and formalities 
of those who stile themselves the friends of God. 
Why did not our blessed Redeemer in the room of 
ieadiing men that their Father in heaven loves his 
enemies, and that they mtist love their enemies in 
order to be like him, exhort them, as we are fre- 
quently exhorted, to make our Father in heaven 
our friend ? Answer, because such an exhortation 
knpties that God is no better than the publicans, 
who love Uiose that love them, and is calculated 
to maintain all the partiality in faith and practice 
from which Jesns came to save the world. 

To conclude ; Let us, my brethren, endeavor to 
aeek to the foundation of our religion, learn the 
true character of our Father in heaven, and be 
cautious that we never consent to any belief, which 
ia any way involves the notion that God ever was 
or ever can be an enemy to any of the works of his 
Imnds. And on tbe Immoveable rock of God's im- 
partial love to all men, let our faith and our hope 
rert ; but not forgetting that the l^nefits of this 
beavenly doctrine of love divhiecan never be real- 
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ised, until it works in Us a conformity to its require- 
ments, and brings us into that heayenly temper and 
spirit by wbicb we sball lo¥e our enemies, do £ood 
to tbem tbat hate us, and pray in faith, nowing 
doubting, for those who despiteuiUy use us and per- 
secute us. Let us open our eyes to the vimAe 
signs of the loTe and goodness of God, and rebd the 
instructive lectures, which are delivered by a be- 
neficent proTidence every day and eveiy hour, and 
by them learn that wisdom which is trwn aboyet 
which <^ is first pure, then peaceaUe, gentle, and 
easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruity 
without partiality and without hypocrisy.^ 
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No. 8. 

LECTURE SERMON, 

DBUVBftED AT THE 

SBCOKD UinVBRSAUST MEETING, IN BOSTON, 
AUGUST 30, 18ia. 

BT HOSEA 9AI4LOU, PASTOR. 

Poblithea Sttmi-Mosthly, by Henry Bowen, Dcvonsbire-strteL 

«ALATUai8,fiLtl. 
•^ E$ the iam thtn againti ikeprmiie^ of€hdf Q§df9rM.^^ 

Bt the maimer of the Apostle's writing in this 
tpklle, it appears evident that christians, even as 
earij as the time of the Apostles, were strongly ixh 
dined to the opinion, that the works of ihe law 
wre necessary to give validity and efficacy to the 
gospel q[ Jesus Gfanst. To this agrees the account 
we We IB the 15th of Acts, where we are inform- 
ed that ^ eertafai men, which came down from Jifc- 
te" lo Antiodb, ^' taught the brethren and saic^ 
uicept ye be cin^giDcised after the manner of Moses, 
ye cannoi be saved.'' From such sentiments it ap- 
pears the Apofiile labored with great earnestness 
to dissuade nis brethren. The chapter from which 
ov text is chosen begins as follows ; <^ O foolish 
Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should 
wt obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Ghrist 
bstti been evidently set forth, crucified among you? 
Tfaia only would I learn of you ; received ye the 
foirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing 
of faith f Are ye so foolish ? haviog begun in the 
Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh ?'' A 



Digitized by 



Google 



34 

little attention to this subject V9i\l discover tliat b;^ 
law and flesh the author means the same thing. 
He endeavoured to explain to his christian bre- 
thren the design and utility of the law, and to show- 
that it had neither power to givh the life of foith, 
or to render the promises of the gospel covenant 
without effect He stated the important question 
on which his whole argument rested, and answered 
it in our text ; *' Is the law then against the pro- 
mises of God ? God forbid." Whatever is contain- 
ed in the promises of God, be it ever so much or 
ever so good, it is not in the least subject to be 
rendered null or even diminished in the least de- 
gree by the law ; and on the other hand the promised 
of God do in no wise frustrate the law, but the doc- 
trine of the divine promises does in fact establish 
the law. To this effect are the words of the 
Apostle to the Romans ; ^^'Do we then make void 
the law through faith ? God forbid ! yea, we estab- 
lish the law.^ Moreover Jesus himself said ; 
•* Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or 
the prophets : I am not come to destroy, but to ful- 
fil." 

Our first enquiry may be diiected to. ascertain 
what is contained in the promises of God. Tbfe 
subject is of the utmost importance, and if duly 
considered cannot fail toengaf^the attention of 
the hearer, and draw the mind of each individual 
present to an entire devotion to the enquiry pro^ 
posed. The audience will not feel, on this sub- 
ject, an idle indifference scarcely to be avoided 
while listening to declamations, authorised only by 
human imaginations. Nor can any part of the 
congregation feel a less interest in the subject than 
the rest, for the promises about to be examined are 
expressive of the will of our Father in heaven, of 
whose divine bounty we are all equal heirs. 

It is natural for children to listen with atteiition 
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sad solicitude totbe reading of the will of on eartli- 
ly parent, even where there is but little left for 
theiieirfl, for they greatly desire to know if the 
same good will and. impartial favor be discoyera* 
ble in the last expressions and latest testimony of 
parental loye>as bad evidently marked the parent's 
conduct through* life. But where a vast fortune is 
left in legacies, self interest^ that ruling passion of 
the soul, renders attention active, and every one is 
wide awake ; apd anxious to know the contents of 
tlus final testament How much more then shall 
we he desiroqs to acquaint ourselves with the pro- 
mises of our heavenl]^ Father which express what 
he bath laid up for us in the covenant of nis grace ? 
With what impressions of mind ought we to com: 
mence this research ? Is it proper that we begin 
this examination with prepossessions of mind niost 
favorable to limited and ungenerous principles, or 
such as better correspond with the divine goodness 
contimially manifested in a boundless, rich, and 
munifioent providence ? If simple nature alone had 
been our instructor, if we had not been educated 
in a belief which limits the holy One, if vie were^ 
left to judge of the goodness of the divine Bein^* 
respecjfing the moral and spiritual interests of his 
creatures from his impartial, goodness in his tem- 
poral providence, have we the least reason to be- 
lieve that we should be in possession of notions op* 
posed to the universality of divine mercy.? But un- 
happily for us^ we have early imbibed illiberal views 
of God and his croorlncss, and under this embarrass- 
ment we stand opposed to rational views of univer- 
sal goodness ; hence in treating tha subject pro- 
posed, arguments are needed which may lend to do 
away our prejudices^ and to establish in our minds a 
doctrine which will be seen to barmonuse with the 
wonderful works and universal goodness of God. 
The promises of God of which the Apostle spake 
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in the teift zre tbode smde to Aftraham, liflikh «» 
may learD from tile foilbwing in the cdfilexti 
^ Now to Abrtham and his seed wem^ the praodaes 
made. He saith pot and to seeds, ai^ of masy ;b«t 
a^ of one, and to^y seed, wfaiefa'kC^krilti*' * Itiese 
frmnises madis to Abraham in Obiist, iki6 Apostto 
caHs a e&venanty as be expresses in his nest words i 
^ Arid this I say, thai the covenant fttat wascbd* 
firmed before of' Ood in Christ, the hiw, whieh WM 
four hundred and thkty years after, camiiit disa»* 
rinl, that it should makfe the promise of none ^tbcCt 
Por if the inheritance bie of tiie law, it Is nooiora 
df promise^ but God gave It to Abraham tyf pro* 
kiise,^ By this scripture we learn that the pM* 
jnises made to Abraham ai^B trailed a* covetiant 
which was tonfirmed ' in ChriM ; and that whidr «li^ 
promises contain, is called an Inberitaiictt. i 

* The promises to Abraham al« teeorrfed^ Oeaes l i 
icii. 2, 3, '' I will make of thee a great tia^My fl»d I 
will bless thee, and make thy name great ; aiid thMi 
idialt be a blessing. And t wM bless IhemtlMt 
bless thee, and cinM them that ^^ittwCkf thee ; audi 
in thee shall all farifiiies of tbe^ ekitii be Messadf 
xviii. 18. ^ Abraham shall- surely becoma a gveat atiA 
mighty natioti, and all the natiotvr of the earth afaaii 
be blessed in him.** xxii. 18; "^ Iii % seed sbafl aU 
the nations of ^e earth be Mess^^ 1^ eon i r u w i 
lion of these promises to Mae kreeorded, Qottea i i 
xxvi. 3,4. «« Soiomn ih tiiisland^aiid I will*e wA 
thee, and will' Mess &ee ; ^r^nto^tiiee, and mita 
thy seed, I will give aM Ihesefcotidtries \ and I^wiH 
perform the oath whiefa I sware unto Abraham thjr 
father* And I will male thy seed to muHipfy as tm 
st.irs of heaven, and I wHI giVe unto Yhy seedatH timsie 
countries ; and in thy seed shaH all tte nftrtjotis dT 
the earth be blessed.'' The ^confirmation 4>f life 
same promises to Jacob we read in^Oiapter lavHL 
14, <«Avdthy8eedflinifl1iea8the<histe€the6airtb; 
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mA thoOfbaH 9jpM9d abroad to the wMt» and to 
tf» Mftr aii4 totthenortlb and t^ tb« south : and in 
thnniail mtbj fleed,8haU all ttiefaioUW? of tb« 
awthbeUaiMd/' 

^ lliMe aratbeproouaes of God» of which men; 

IflM la aoade iaoiir taxt» and ivhich our text says^ 

tbe lav jsAoA against* It may be well now to en- 

Mjie aametbing raapecting the exteiisiveneip of 

ttHM pmniiBa. What is the . mo^ natural pense of 

neb lanapiage a*, this? <' ^1 the nations of th^ 

wrtij att tlia funiliaa of th« earth ;'^ and such as 

SL Pater uttd^iucts iii 25, '' Te ;ire tb^ children 

id tiftapropbeiU and of the eoyenant which Qoi 

jMa4e vntb^wr firtbecsy saline unto Abraham^ and 

m tb^r aaed shall all liiB Jundreds of the earth be 

Meaac ri /' Wauld any persoo» having the least 

luwwledge of Janguage, male use of such tQ ex* 

f g aflatflp mff i th ing conceniing a rery gmall part of 

tnwtind? The teamed and pious divines who 

•Mapoaed the Wegtminster Catechism did not make 

MM nf aucA lonpiagv to express the c^enant of 

pBMB in whieb they believed' Their words are 

iWfeliawkig ; ^ GokI baving» out of bis mere good 

MlaacMW, 6mm all atemity, elected some to ever- 

iailing life> did enter into a covenant of grace^ to 

SeHfer thein out of a siate of ain and misery, and 

losbtii^ Ibem hitd a state U 8aIvation> by a Re- 

fasafwr>" Will any camdid person say, that this 

hngiUga whwhtha Westminster divines made use 

af tet M^ireas tb^ eoitenant of grace^ and the Ian- 

fpiaga whic&.God used to exjHress his covenant 

U gnee to Abraban^ laaac and Jacob are of 

Hie wmminxpmil No /(me will juretend this« If it 

iil been ^ inlmitian of those divines to state Ihe 

aovenanl af which St. Peter s{M)l;e in Acts iii. 

4RMdd tfaiiy net have been likely to make use of 

mob Wmgyiy as be usady and as is used in other 

pflrttolmacaipAinnasQntbasainesulgect? There 
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tan be no doiibt of tliis. Butthe fact is, tbeir cov- , 
enant of grace is not mentioned in the whole of 
the divine oracles. It is a most humiliating thought; 
thai the wisdom of God should have been thus to^ 
tally neglected, and^the wisdom, the pjkrtial, sensual 
wisdbm of this world* set in its stead* It is a mattei 
of most painful reflection, that while the christian 
church have made no provision to teach youth the 
gospel covenant of the God of Abraham, of Isaac 
arid Jaeoby unwearied pains and innumerable 
means have been employed to instruct thern^ **and 
that right early,*' in this covenent of men's invei> 
tfcm. But, by attending too much to the vain no- 
tions of men, we shall get away from our subject. 
We will therefore observe, thiat the language in 
which the covenant which God made wim the fa- 
thers is expressed, is as extensive as any language 
that could have been used, unless more than the 
wtiole human family were to be comprehended: All 
nations of the earth, all thefamilies of the earthy 
and all the kindreds of the earth, is universal ; and 
alltlie partial creeds of men acknowledge it to be^ 
so byxarefully and respectfully neglecting to use it* 

Our next enquiry will seek to ascertain Ibe bles^ 
sing which is promised td all the nations of the 
earth in the covenant of God. 

This question is settled by tli£ testimony of tba 
Apostle in our context ; ** And tiae scriptures fore* 
seeing that God would justify the heathen throu|^ 
faith, preached before the gospel unto Abrahiim, 
8S^ying, in thee shall all i^ations be blessed." Thi$ 
blessing then is justification through faith. Of this 
^stification the Apostle speaks to the Romans in 
language as extensive as. that in which the cove^ 
nant of grace was expressed to Abraham. His 
words aie as follows ; ^* For all have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God ; being justified 
freely by his grace, through the redemption that is 
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JO Chfbt J^suB." Ags^in to tbf IloiBai^> the Apwifo 
speaking of Christ, says ; " Who was dellTered fpr 
our offences^ and was raised again for opr justifica- 
tion/' The same author in a discourse at Antioch 
-9aid ; "And we declare unto you glad tidings, boir 
that the promise which was made unto the ratbersk 
God hath fulfilled the same unto us their cfaildreq^ 
in, that he hath raised up Jesus again." The hearer 
is requested to no^ce, that according to the pas- 
sages quoted, the promise to Abraham is called 
the gospeL This Kos^l was preached by God 
himself, . and no doubt was preached truly,. and as 
Abraham believed, and as we ought to belie?e at 
this day. tVe . also see that the thing promised, 
which the Apostle calls '^ the inheritance,'^ is jus- 
.tificatioa through fai^h, the morAJa^th meaning 
t&vetumt i and moreover, that all that have sinned, 
and come short of the glory of God, are thus 
* justified freely by his ffrace, through the rc.- 
ytemption that is in Christ Jesus*" Should the trite 
objection, that this doctrine justifies men in sin,, be 
moved in this case, we reply in the words of diyioe 
taiith, which never speal^s of justifying men in sin» 
but •^/rom, all things, from which* we cpuld^ot be 
justified by Jthe law of Moaes." St I^eter agi^ies 
the blessing which God promised, in his covenant^ 
to Abraham, as follows ; << Unto you first, God, 
hayii^ raised up his Son Jesus, sent him to bleis 
you, m turning a:way every one of you from fait 
uiiquities." One important object which we have 
in view, is to show the nature of the gospel salva- 
tion, which is salvation from sin and all its evils. 

The hearer is now ^requested to consider die 
terms or cbnditions of the promisesj the covenant 
made with the fathers, which embraces the salva- 
tion of all the nations, all the families, and all the 
kindreds of the earth in Jesus Christ. If these 
promises were made on any conditiom of obedi- 
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tltaft uftkft these Miiditi*M mn tuMSied m% tere 

no rigfal to the prasiwt. Bui UeMid, 4mefmf 

-Uened be the'iiMiie ef the God of Abmhaiil^ Mb 

•eoreMiit raits on AooosdiUoM of num's obedl- 

#«oe. ThemkMt 4wovdia tb^prooriMiciftile 

to the latheni, thai imiaMiles any oooikwm da tbe 

MrtofthMt iriK>iremtobeUMMdp OwrhaamK- 

- ly Father .heto oMmifiMli his oira aiichattgeaUe^ wh 

ioflaeiieed, aocoaiUftioaal good will and yniiaBW 

^purpoaa coBcemtnr aU the sou aad danmferg of 

lAdara. «" Ood» wiUing amne abwdaatiy, to Aovr 

witothe bafars otpnmm^ the iamwitah Wty of Ms 

counselt conftriiied it bj aa oath ; lor whea God 

madepimiiiie to Abnbaui^'becmae haaaoM nmmt 

l^iio^^rMtor^heswaftby hiouieif/' Aadttoda- 

diga of thiioath was, ^ that wo ndfht hivealroag 

tMHisohiioii who bave led Smt raluge to ky hoM-on 

the hopemt befibve tis»'' 

Coirespoodiiig with At uaeodditioBality of Hie 
^' covenaot of promiaa,'' we may totiee a pMtt«e 
or two ftom the prophet Ifitiah aad 8t* PaiiL 1^ 
etangelieal papbet uses lao^uage in bis 9Mh 
Chs^r wbich eorrespooda m tteroe ianporlrai 
poiiks whb the laogiMge d the diviae promisos. 
l8t. It is uiii?ersaL~ad. It coatains the tesliifMHiy . 
<^Uk; aad 3d. The langoago is fMMHliTo^ aottoon- 
tUtiooal. The passage reads as firflowt;^ Aad in 
this nHMiitaiB sbail the Lord of hosts malio tmto aD 
people a fisast of fat thkigs» of wiaes oi^ the leas ; 
of fat tfaiags fell of aoariDW, of wines oo tbotoes 
wellrefiaed Aad be wHl destroy la this mouataifi 
the face of tiie coiwrng cast ofer aM people, and 
the vail that isi^pread orer all natioBs. He wiQ 
swallow up death in rictoiy ; and the Lord God 
wfll wipe away teara from all feces ; and the re- 
tmke or hispeople shall ho take away fipooi off dll 
the earth ;* ^>r the Lord hath tsp^iken it^ In his 
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9th Chapteiv speaUdg of the MoBsifth, he sa^sf 
** For unto ut a cbiM is bora, unto m a ton Rflven, 
sod the j^eitinieiit shall be upon his sboufders ; 
«id bis name shall be called WoudetiuH Counsels 
fer, the mighty 6od^ the OTerlaetiQf F^ber, tbe 
Priboe <rf peace* Of ^ the increase of his gorera- 
loeak aad peace tiiere t^ali be ^ end." No com- 
amis are necessary to fallow^ tteit the lamuage 
quoted from the prophet corresponds with Urnt in 
whidithe ^ ooyenant of promise" is recorded. 

l^attfae salvation of the gospel is not accord* 
hag to the works of men, St PauPs testimony to 
Tioiotiiy fully Akows ; '< Who hath saved us, and 
called us with an holy callings not according to our 
woiIls,' but according to hm tmn pwpoise and grace, 
wbich was given us m Christ Jesus befi>re the worid 
begwi ; but is now* made mantfsst by the apbear^ 
mg of our ftitiour Jesus Christ, who hath abolished 
death, and hath brought Ufe and iannortaltty to 
Hffirt through the gospel." To Titus he says ; 
^Netl^ wmrks of r^fateousness which we hare 
done, but according to his mercy he saved us." On 
ibe same sufc^eet, to the Ephesians he says ; << Not 
of woiIls, lei^ any man should boast." The pas- 
Mge just quoted from the epistle to Timothy is 
franrkftble fcsr itsdramesson our subject: ^< Who 
bath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, 
not accordiiq^to mir works." If this salvation and 
calliag were not* according to the works, of those 
who weresaved^ then it oriust be according to 
aoaeihing else* And tlub sonnetbing must form a 
J^rinciple on which God could act with perfect con- 
airteacy with IwUness, justice and truth* The 
Apostle says ; *^ fiut according to his own purpose 
anid grace, wbic|^ was giv^n us inChrkt Jesus be- 
lore the world began." Thus it is plain, that God 
jpurpoaed in his grace, before ibe world began, to 
6 
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If T» a^ftttt mA afiewdiig to tlw^ Totfajb 

argument the objfwtor will repiyt that it is evident 
accordii^ to scripture and according to .reason and 
the fitness of things, that men should be dealt 
ilitbaccordii^ to their omit and demerit. Ths 
objector will contend, that this is according to the, 
law giren to Israel by Moses, and is likewise ac*- 
connngto the law given to the Gentiles, written im 
their heart. To all ilm we give our full and cor- 
dial consent, and proceed to show that this is w^ 
leal objection against the salvation for whiph .we 
have contended, by illustrating the fsu^t stMed ia 
our text, that the law is not against the promises 
6fGod. 

Tbb the Apostle has done in our context, -io or 
Tei;y able and concise * manner. His aigument ia 
the following, which has. been already quoted oa 
another subject ; . '< And this I say, that the cove^ 
nant that was^confirmed before of Gofl ip Gi^ist, the 
law, which was four hundred and thirty years ailerj 
cannot disanmil, that it siiould make the pmmiso 
of none effect." 

Never was .there an ai*gument more clear and 
conckidve. Im order that the law might have any 
power to control the covenant of promise it should 
have existed prior to, or at leaat simultaneous with 
it ; and then there must have been conditions in the 
covenant ofpromise of which the law should have 
power to take cognisance. If the objector fur- 
ther contend, that the moral nature of the law dUt 
exist at the time and even before the promise was 
made to Abnihaov we crant the fact, and say ; if 
it were consistent with me moral natute of the law, 
for God to make such fNcomises, it certainly can- 
not be contrary to it, for him to fulfil tiiem. It 
was the same God who gave the law to maQ» 
that made thepi^mises to the Csitherof the faith- 
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fo] ; and ndfliing Mn be nacre umeteontUe than 
to fiiippoBe, that he either made a law against 
hie own promises, or promises against his own 
law^. 

The tme design of the law, in relation to the 
gospel which was preached unto Abraham, is re« 
{Hresented by a well chosen metaphor in the chapter 
where om* text is fouhd, *• Wherefore the law was 
our achoohnaster to bring us unto Christ, that 
we mi^t be justified by Miu** As the appoint- 
ment m a schdohnaster is certainly for the benefH 
<if the pupihi ; to instruct and discipfine them for 
adraiieement in duties and In enjoyments, so the 
law was designed to instruct and discipline noan^ 
kind for the suUime duties and ei^yments of t^ 
ie%i€m of Jesus Christ. While his chUdreo are 
Bt sdiool, or even before they are of age to profit 
by radi an institution, ttie kind affectionate lather 
may wffl to bis children independent fortunes. 
These moom may, notwitibstanoing they are heirs. * 
to tfaia testanwnt of their father's, be kept at school, 
be instructed and discifrfined by a ftithful master 
uotiul the time appointed of the father for them, to 
come into possession of Uieir inheritance, and to be 
free from the government of ibe school. In this 
simile it is easy to see, that the children were dealt 
with according to their merit and demerit ; the 
sc^olmaster could do his whole duty to his pupils 
without conoeming hinaself about their f ather s wilL. 
His authority d^ ncyt extend to take cogni- 
mure of that instilunent of grace, nor did that 
testament whidi made these diildlien ra^tly rich 
infringe in the^ast on the authority of the schooir 
master. There is nopolf^er in the will to screen 
the disobedient scholar from the fiiithfU hand 
of righteous discipline* These two ^fispensations. 
harmdnise in doing good'lo the same persons^ 
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ki' their' fetq^ectii^ wttys. In neifttion to our siib^ 
ject> the Apostle says in connection with our tcrxt > 
'' Now I say, that the heir, as loaff as he is » child, 
difiereth nothing from a serrant, wou{;h he be tw<A 
•f all ; but is under tutors arid governor^ until the- 
titne appointed df the Fattber. Eren so w^, wfa^n 
we were children, were in bondage under iktb ele* 
mente of tte world.^ 

But the objector ur^s that it is written ; ^ cirrsed 
is every one that contlnoeth no4 in all things wtfit^ 
ten in the book of the law to ^ them ;" and ^ ikm 
aoul that sinneth, it sfaaH die/* Let this all* kw 
granted ; and let it stand without attempting to 
weaken it in tbe least ; but let us remember witil 
gratitude and joy of heart, that << Christ halh -ro^ 
deemed us from tbe curse of tbe law, being mad^ 
n curse for us." And also, that those w)k> were 
. deUd in trespasses and in sins, hath Ciod quidiene^ 
together with Christ It is true, ^ the wagei of sin 
is death ;" but it is also true that "^ the git of Ood 
U eternal Hfe, through Jesus Christ our Loi^d.'' 

Will the objector now say, that the cuiiie of tiie 
law is eternal death, and ttierefore if this ourse 
came upooany^they cannot obtain sah^tion ? Ttien 
^e reply and say ; this objection does not rest on 
•Idii^diyine testimony* The words « eternal deatb,^ 
are not jn the scriptures. Tbe objector, tfaerefore, 
has no right to requhre any fUrtbor reply* Tlie 
text says ; ♦* cursed is every one,^ &Ct It does not 
say ; cursed shalt be every one m tl^ ttpmatw&rM^ 
who continue th not in all thingswritteninthebo^ik 
of the law to do them, m this worM. 

To the Corinthians the Apostle speaks of the 
tninislration of the law as a ministration of death, 
but he by no means aliows it i^ither an eternal 
dumtion, or power to prevent in tbe least de- 
gree, the mH)i9trQtion of life* He ^^)eaks as fol- 
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hm; ^Wkio ab6 hatk nmde u».a)»l« wkikten 
of ih& aeiMestaiiieat, mi of die leiter» but of 
te spirit ; for the Mter mUeO^ hut tht spkit 
givetb US^ But if the iBioiatnttioii of death, writ^ 
(m aiMl cflgrayea ia stones^ wasr gloriow, so thfit 
Ihi cidUren cf In^elcoukl upt stedfasily behold 
the face of MoBes,^ for the glory of his couutenauce, 
whicb glory was. to be dme away ; how shaU not 
<he BMrirtratioa of t|^.spkit be. rather glorious ? 
For if tfae-aiiiijsUatioii or oQudeaioatioQ be glory^ 
BHKh mote d^tb the ministration of rj^vteousnesa 
QSBeted IB f^lory* For Mvta that which was made 
gbiioias, bad no glory la this re6|»e€.t> by reason 
of the i^iory that exaeUelh. For if that which is 
doae avmy was glorious^ much more that which rer 
BMoetb IB glorious." 

We aee, by the Apostle's r^isooing^that the law. 
dapeiiBatiu, being a ffiinistration of death* '^ was 
to be dcMM asmy," and succee^led with tli^ minisr 
ttatiott of righteomnMa; hmt that these dispeia^^ 
tioos are opposed to each other is ik4 allowed by 
uy ser^rtiir^ aegtiment 

Thk doctriney that the law is not against th^ 
premaes of God, which we find, abundantly prov? 
ai from li|e saipteres which have been noticed^ is 
a doetrine which is plainly taught ui Uw tA.\M9U^^ 
of diYine proTidenceand in the naoet essential govt 
miinent en^Hraced in human ooncerns ; I mean the 
garemaient and economy of afaaoily. In the divine 
pOTideace, God has prooMsad (and he fulfils his 
wofd) that there dmll beiBuinnier and winter, seed 
1*aie and harvert. These blessings do not depend| 
on men, men depend on them ; man's labor deep 
aoteali'ihem ferUi, but tbey^ call men to their 
work ; and accordingly as tlu^y labor .and wisely 
mproTe their advanti^es, they are rewarded** if 
^y neglect the duties of the semoiK they are ^ 
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dtNiipemed wkh want* In a ftunily go^ernmoot. 
ind- eeoDomy, thero are iMny fevora liMt#wttl m» 
€hik)feti,that inlbe natim of tfahig3,cliiiiietde0eiiA 
on the obedience of tli09e wbo receive thenu How 
iimi;f fayors does parental love bestow cm infem^ 
fovors eg^ntial to life, long before the subfecto mn 
capable of knowing on wl^m tbey depend for ««]► 
pott? And ki the to«t will and testament of panii^ 
tffi proiriflimi) how many raiuable legacies aM be« 
stowed on children, to whieh they bad no otiH^r^ 
claim bntbeirabip ? Bat all these blessings whksh'' 
ai^ entirely independent if the conduct of chil» 
dven, have no power to prevent the reasonable ex»- 
ercise of a proper discipline daring that pemd in 
whkh the ompnng are subjects of end) an^economjr. 
And on the other hand, it is as plainly seen, tha*- 
this discipline bas no power to oppose tbe intereai 
which tM ch^d' holds by heirship; but then om 
seems to establish the either ; lor that relation whiek 

S'ves the right to administer disci|dkie, holds abo 
e right of beirshipw 

Ifrom the several pokits of doctrine, wfaidi ww 
tof^e endeavored to support, the following inferefi- 
fes may be drawn, 

1st. There is, acciordiag to liie scriptures, in At 
moral government of our heavenly Father, a wisety 
concerted discipline, by which the finilts at men 
ave duly noticed and fahhfnily and compassiimate* 
Iv ebastisedv Bit* It ia not consistent with the de* 
ngn of tUa dispensation to extend correction or^ 
pnmshment' for sin, so asy m any way, to deprive^- 
evetl the sinner, of the everiasting inheritance whicb 
belongs to tbe sons of God. * 

^ The opinion, therefore, that the law of God de^ 
mands tbe^verlasting, or eternal punish mrat of on- 
nemis, by no means a scripture doclrine ; for sure- 
ly such a doctrine would prove that the law wW 
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ike proamu^ 8kicb a Iaw» ia the noom. xm 
Ittiiig a schaolmaater tol^nni: us Co Qhn^i^ wmUk 
be an itimei?afu] iyrasit, like PbaFoab, who held tho 
people of God in boadagef and refused to tei Ibeca 
gjo. This divine law ai^ discipline of our heaven* 
Vf Father admonishes us to take heed to our ways* 
UMiel^y we are advised, commanded, admonished^ 
tebiiked, warned, threatened ; and in case of obati- 
aate dkohedience, and continuance in sin, we are 
eevecely punished. But let us alwi^ys renfiembei^ 
llmt the chastisements of our heavenly Father 
are for our profit^ that ^e may be paqlakers of \m 

llolilMBS^ 

2d» We,Biay infer from the doctrine we have maiii*, 
laiaed, that the sense ef what St. Peter said to 4he 
Jeita is equallv true respectir^ all men ; << Ye am 
tba children of the prophets, and of the covenant 
which God made with otir fathers^ saying unto 
Abraham^ and i& thy ^eed shall all the kindreds of 
the earth be Uessed*^ Those to whom St. Peter 
upake these words, were those who delivered up Je- 
sus aod denied him ia the presence of Pilate > they 
were those who denied the holy One and the jii8t» 
and desired a murderer to be granted unto tneuib 
and killed the Prince of life. '< These," Peter said. 
^ were the children of the prqpfa^ts, and of the cove- 
nant whk^ God made with our fathers/* Now as the 
promise <^ the covenant was to '< all the kindreds 
of the earth, and as the testimony of the proi^li 
was equally extensive, we conclude that all the 
families, all ike nations/ and all the kindreds of the 
earth'' are the children of the prophetic testimony^ 
ind of the covenant of promise. The Uessiog 
oromised was also mentioned by this Apostle as im 
been noticed ; ^ Unto ycm first, God» Imving raised 
up his Son Jesus, sent him to bless you, in tomisig 
away every etie of yon from his iniquities. 
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Xet 118 conclucie with th^ A{ii^le^i«xfaQrtttiQ« i 
^ Stand fast, therefore, ki the Jiberty wliarewiUi 
Christ hath made us free^ and be not wtMjaf^kmd 
again #ith the yolce of bondage." 
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1. JOHN, IT. 16. 

In the infiDite variety of all important subject 
to which the rich treasures of divine revelation call 
our most serious and engaged attention, this, ex- 
pressed in our text, is unquestionably entitled to 
the highest rank. However the thoughtless and 
profane may treat the Supreme Disposer of all 
thipKs, however .tri<!ingly the name of the Most 
Hi^ may be handed round by polluted lips, one 
moment's serioils attention to the impropriety of 
such communication is suflScient to convince the 
reasonable mind, that God is a subject infinitely 
toogreat to b^ introduced into trifling conversa- 
tioQ, and infinitely too good to be mentioned by 
profane lips. But notwithstanding the impropric^ 
ty and evil, of which mention has been made, ar% 
^at and heinous, they bear but a scant compari-^ , 
«on with the impropriety and evil of representing 
the great Father of Our spirits as a character which 
would be dishonorable to man^ who u but a 
worm of the dust. 
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tf we lay aside tb^ prejudices which tlie creeds 
of men have carefully treasured tip in our deceitful 
hearts, we shall at once be struck with horror at the 
character which a false education has given to the 
best of all intelligent beings. The moral evil na^ 
turally growing from false notions of the divioe 
character, has so established its empire in the 
hearts of men, and exercises such unresisted con- 
trol over the temper and spirit of those who are 
deceived by such notions, that there ap^ars but 
one remedy ; and this one must be fo^nd in the re* 
moving of those errors, by the clear shining of 
divine truth in the understanding. The particular 
and most special object of the present discourse is 
to contribute, at least, a humble attempt to remove 
wrong views of God from the mind, by showing that 
all the divine attributes harmonize in love ; which 
yiew of the character of onr heavenly Father,seem8 
evidently comprehended in the text of which choice 
Ixas been made. 

There are but a few passages of scripture which 
0peak in a direct manner of what God is. He is 
called a ^^ fountain of living waters^^ by thePropliel 
Jeremiah. " My people have committed two evils; 
they have forsaken me, the fountain of living wa- 
ters, and iewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns^ 
that can hold no water.'' This is a most striking 
representation of true and false religion. Love is 
ja fountain of liting waters. It is a living fountain/ 
oqe that is never dry. This is true religion ; it 
jbas no hatred in it ; it works no ill to its neighbor ; 
it measures to others what it is willing to receive. 
But false religion is any thing and every thing 
hui love. It is something hewed out ; that is, it is 
the work of invention and art The living water 
of divine love is not in it. It pretends to love, but 
hatred is its most essential ingredient. It is based 
on enmity. If we disallow enauty» false religiot 
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^es out, heresy, the fouDdation of leligion ie gone ! 

—Si. Paul says ; ** Our God is a consuming firtP 

Love is a consufning fire to all the hay, wood, and 

itubble which error has introduced into religion* 

"Now, if any roan build upon this foundation, gokj^ 

wlver, precicms stones, wood, hay, stubble ; every 

man's work shall be made manifest : for the day sbau 

declare it, and the fire shall try every man's V9ox\ 

of what sort it is. If any man s work abide wbicb 

he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a rewanL 

IT any man's work shall be burnt, he shall suffer 

loss ; but he himself shall be saved : Yet so as by 

fire." The fire of divine love seeks to consume 

nothing hut that which k injurious to the sinner^ 

wbo is the object of divine love. 

The divine teacher said to the woman of Samaria ; 
^ Crod is a spirit, and seeketh such to worship him^ 
fvho warship him in spirit and in truths* Love is 
this spirit of God, and love is the spirit in which 
God is truly worshipped. <^ God is love ; and he 
that dweUetJb in love dwelleth in God, and God in 
hira.'' 

It may tend to promote the object in view to men- 
tion a summary of moral attributes, and proceed to 
notice them both distinctly and conjunctively, by 
which their harmony in divine love may be made to 
appear. We read in Revelations, of Ae ^^ Seven 
q^iritsof God," which we may suppose compre-* 
. heuA the perfection of the communicable attributes 
of the divine Being. Without any desi^ to be ar- 
bitrary, we will name seven moral attributes ; and 
though some mav think a less number would com- 
prehend the whole, and others, that a much greater 
Dumber should be mentioned, it seems safe to cal- 
culate that the perfect number, seven, was design^ 
edto comprehend the whole and nothing more. 
—And if we may be favored with a view of the 
harmooy of the seven which we shall name, n» 
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doubt the candid mind will be satisfied, that if more 
moral attributes could be named, they would all 
be found to harmonize in love. 
* The seven we shall name are the following j 
Wisdom, Knowledge, Power, Justice, Truth, Mer- 
cy, — ^and Love in which they all harmonize. 

Wisdom is that attribute of mind by which 
designs are drawn and plans are laid. It regards 
things, circumstances, causes and effects as they 
telate to each other. The wisdom of any plan is 
seen in the co-operation of its several parts tending 
efficiently to produce what the projector designs. 
Should any part of a plan fail of eventuating in the 
object designed, that failure, were it ever so small, 
would prove a Uck of wisdom in drawing the plan. 

When we view the visible objects of creation, 
their existence seems to fill the mind with admira* 
tion, and as soon as our thoughts advance to the con- 
sideration of the regular motions of the heavenly 
bodies, wisdom irresistibly attracts our notice, 
and seems to wake up a spark of devotion to the 
great Author of the universe. Continuing to me- 
ditate on the order, regularity, and harmony of the 
works of nature and providence ; and to notice 
the concatenation of causes and effects which pro- 
duce what^er is fit and good in the order and na- 
ture of thmgs, no language seems more proper 
than that of the Psalmist ; "O Lord, how mani- 
fold are thy works ! in wisdom bast thou made 
them all." 

Knowledge is a principle of intellectual nature 
by which the simple facts relating to things are 
com|>rehended or understood. This attribute in 
God is an all-seeing eye ; from its pervading sight 
nothing can be hid. Known unto God are all his 
works from the foundation of the world. 

Power in the divine Being is that ability by 
ivbich all the purposes of hb vast and infinitd 
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scheme are carried into execution, " Who work- 
eth atl things after the counsel of his own will.^ 

Justice is that attribute of God, by which a righ- 
teous and equitable administration is directed to- 
wards all moral accountable beings ; and by which 
every such being receives a just recompense of re- 
ward accordingly as moral powers are exercised. 
Divine justice ukewise requires that all moral be* 
ings should act in such a manner as to discharge 
every duty and obligation which the connectioni 
and relations in which they are placed render ne- 
cessary; << Justice and judgment are the habita* 
tion of his throne.'* 

Truth is whatever is opposed to falshood, and is 
the reality of all things, circumstances and events, 
post, present and future. This is forever with him 
who varies not, for " He is the Rock, his work it 
perfect ; for all his ways are judfijment ; a God of 
truth, and without iniquity, just and right is he." 

Mercy is that divine perfection of God which 
pities and relieves from sin and wretchedness, those 
who stand in need of such compassion, <* For thei 
Dord is good; his mercy is everlasting; and hit 
truth endureth to all generations/' " According 
to his mercy he saved us.'* 

Love is a property which delights in ^ an object, 
carefully avoids doing it any harm, and uses all its 
means to administer good ; ** God is love.*' — Now, 
as it is the fixed, unalterable nature of love to do 
good to all the beings who are its objects, and to 
render them as blessed as possible with the use of 
all the means which love can command, it is seen at 
once, that whatever plans are laid so as to promote 
the best interest of those creatures who are the ob- 
^^cts of the divine love, is in fact the wisdom of 
God ; and as those plans perfectly harmonize with 
the benevolent purposes of love, it is evident that 
the wisdom which contrived them is in perfect qni^ 
ton with love» 
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We hero find a fair oimortuniiy to look into tb# 
Mtent of the goodoess of God, aod that salvatioa 
which is brought to man by Jesus Christ, who is said 
to be ^* The wisdom of God aqd the power of GocL*? 
^For God so loved the world, that he ^vebis onlj 
begotten Soi^that whosoever belie veth m himshoulcf 
pot perish,but have everlasting life. ForGod sent not 
bis Son into the .world to condemn the world; but 
that the world through him might be saved." God so 
loved the world that he sent his own wisdo^ that the 
world might be saved by it If the wisdom of Goa 
k not in perfect harmony with his love, he surel j 
would not have sent his wisdom to carry into efiec^ 
the pMrposes of love. <^ Herein is love, not that 
we Loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Soo 
to be the propitiation for our sins." Here both 
the object and the melans are clearly set forth* 
God loved us while we did not love hinu In conse- 
quence of. this love he designed to ^ do us a favor. 
The means which he used was to send his Son to be 
the propitiation for our sins. But if by becoming 
the propitiation for our sins, no benefit, but an in- 
jury should result to those whom God loved, then 
the means would frustrate the object and prove th« 
want of wisdom in the plan. 

There is a doctrine in the christian church, that 
eoiilends, that millions, yea far the greatest part pf 
the human family will be infinitely more misera* 
hie in the eternal world, than they would have been 
if Jesus had never come into the world and died 
for their sins. If this doctrine be allowed to stand 
in harmony with the wisdom of Gt)d, it must be 
granted that his wisdom is hostile to his love, for 
'^ loVe worketh no ilL'' But the divine testimony 
assures us, that '* God sent not his Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but that the workt 
Ibrough him might be saved/' Iftherefore, the world 
w any piirt of the world should fail of salvation, aoq 
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rnce of what Christ has done, tiie thhig for whieh 
w^a sent not being fulfilled, and ^at for if l»di 
tie was not sent b^ing eflfected, proves the want oC 
wiBdom in th^ plan. 

Hew is it possible for God to exercine a witdeoi 
which is infiaite in a way to frustrate the design of 
tis own immutable love ? If we examine ever so 
wnntitely into the plans and schemes, the causes and 
«fEbcts,tbe immense, the subtle and the various 
workings of divine providence, are we not the 
more convinced of the truth of that ancient deo- 
laratKHv ^ The Lord is good unto all and his tend* 
«r mercies are over all his works!'' As a proof of 
Ihe truth of thfe testimony the I^o{^et further ob- 
iierves ; ^Thou openest thine hand and satisfieit 
ihe desire of every living thiiig/' This is the way 
hy which God makes himself known to be good to 
lie creatures, that is, by actually doing theto good. 
9L Paul said, ^ Nevertheless he left not himself wkh- 
^irt witness, in that he did good, and gave us rain 
from heaven, and firuitfel seasons, filling our hearts 
with food and gladness." How immense are the 
love, the wisdom and the goodness of God which 
^te nsanifested continually in the temporal bounties 
of liis universal providence. Cast your eyes round 
on every side, carefuUy inspect the condition of ev- 
ery living thing, and stfy whether the wisdom of 
Clod does not tnirmonise with universal love. And 
yet thi Apostle allows all this luminous evidence 
to be no more than twilight compared « with the 
more perfect display of the divide goodness in the 
dispensation of tne goiq>el of Jesus Christ ; for nol^ 
wiftstandingthe evidences of dkine goodness which 
were continually manifested in the munificent provl* 
dence of God, the p^ple, who were the suojects 
^ such roodness, were ignorant of him and waUh 
MintfaeBroWn way; concerning which th« Apos^^ 
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4te BnjM; I^The times of this ignorance God wiok- 
.^ att but now commandetb ail men every where to 
repent." This special command to repent and 
turn from duoib idols to serve the living God, was 
given forth in the inore glorious evidences of the 
mercy and goodness of God communicated in the 
gospel. 

An attempt to illustrate the wisdom which char* 
acterises the scheme of the gosi)el, and the harmo- 
ny of its several parts, as set forth in the scriptures^ 
would be a much more extensive undertaking than 
our present limits would justify, if there were no 
want of ability to do justice to such a subject. It 
jnay therefore suffice to remark, that by a careful 
attrition to ancient promises and prophecies con- 
cerning a Messiah, his appearance in the world, the 
wonderful works wrought by his miraculous power; 
the shameful treatment which he received among 
men, his death, and the manner of it, his resurrection 
from the dead^ the infallible proofs of the same, 
his. ascension, the gifts bestowed on the Apostles 
whom be appointed to promulgate his gospel^ and 
.4he wonderful success which attended their ministr^s^ 
by which the religion of Jesus was established on a 
foundation which can never be removed, we ar^ 
led tp say ; <* This is the Lord's doiags, and it is 
loarvellous in our eyes." , 

Who will undertake to point out a single item in 
all this vast scheme of infinite wisdom which does 
not perfectly harmonise with the love of God to 
mankind. ^ God commendeth his love towards us, 
in. that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for 
us." " We preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a 
itumbling-block, and to the Greeks foolishness.^ 
but unto them who are called both Jews and 
Greeks, Christ the wisdom of Ood and the power 
of God." This is that ^ wisdom that is from above, 
Which is first pure> th^n peaceable, gentle,, and easjr 
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to be entreated, full of mercy and good froiis, with^ 
out partiality and without hypocrisy*" This is that 
wisdoip which was with the Almighty when he cre- 
ated all thills, " rejoicing always before him ; re- 
joicincr in the habitable part of his earth, and whose 
deJights were with the sons of men," 

. That the divine knowledge is in perfect unison 
irith the Io?e of God to hb creatures, we must 
grant for many reasoiis, some of which ^e the fol- 
lowing. 

First, That we may avoid introducing imperfec- 
tion bto the divine nature, which is nothing short 
of idolatry. Whenever a desire to do good is in 
exercise, and the person who possesses this desire 
knows for certainty, that this desire can never be 
Realised or accomplished, there is proof positive of 
imperfection. 

Secondly, That we may avoid introducing infeli* 
city into the divine Being. For if his universal 
uncbangeable love run in one straight line, and his 
infallibfe knowledge disagree with it^ we must al. 
low that this disagreement produces an infelicity 
whose magnitude corresponds with the greatness 
of those infinite, discordant attributes ! Whoever 
possesses love which inclines the agent to do good 
to another, and knows at the same time that this 
will never be effected, must, in the nature of things^ 
be unhappy to a degree which corresponds with the 
force of tlus forever unsatfsfied desirew 

Thirdly, That we may avoid charging God with 
folly, which we should most surely do if we sup- 
pose that in consequence of his love to the world 
be sent his Son to save the worlds when af the same 
time he knew that this salvation would not be ef** 
fected. Should a parent who tenderly loves bit 
child see it in distress, no doubt he would try all 
means which should appear at all favorable to re* 
lieve it ; but, while he had reason, he wewld iiev0f 
8 
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make use of means which he knew would, in the 
room of reliering from distress, increase it seven 
fold. The divine testimony says ; '* God will have 
all men to be Saved," and that as a mean of this? 
salvation, the one Mediator ** gave himself a ransom 
for all/' Now if we allow that the divine knowl- 
edge comprehended the fact that all men will not 
be saved, we surely charge God with the folly of 
ttsinj? means to effect what be knew would not be 
effected, . There are. among men, many who are 
tailed learned, and many who are unlearned, who 
are f\illy persuaded, that all Ihe means which our 
heavenly Father has seen fit to emfrfoy for the 
purpose of saving sinners, will in tbe most of io- 
etances forever fail of their designed utility. But 
have we not every good reason for believing, tha( 
if the divine Being had been fully persuaded of 
this, lie never would have used those abortive 
means ? In order to avoid an endless series of in- 
CH>nsistencies we are compelled to acknowledge a 
plain simple truth, that the infinite knowledge of 
God is in perfect harmony with his boundless un- 
changeable love, which constitutes him infinitely 
and consummately happy ; and lays a foundation on 
which the human mind may rest and enjoy the 
sweetest possible repose* How often is it the case, 
that we are called to witness and to pass through 
dark scenes of trial in which oiu* weak dlgcemment 
xan see no utility, and we are pining with des- 
pair, and saying " all these thinjjs are against me ;** 
but how divinely comforting is the thought so bap- 
jpily expressed by the Pbet ; 

*' The clouds jou so much dread 
Are big with mercy, and will break 
Id blessings on your head ; 
Judge not the Lord by feeble semci 
But trust him for his grace ; 
Behind a frown ia^ providcDce, 
He hides his snuliiig face.'^ 
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That the divine pnwer erer moves according to 
the directions of the love of God, tliere is no room 
to doubt. Power without will to put it in motion 
and direct it, is dormant and effects nothing. And 
as it is evident, that God cannot will contrary to bi^ 
nature which is love^ so it is equally evident that 
his power never effects any thing which his love 
does not desire. That Almighty rower which con- 
trols all worlds, all beings, and all elements, moves 
only as it is directed by the gentle, kind, and mer* 
ciful principles of divine love. 

The divine attribute which the sensual, partial 
wisdom of this world has armed with principles 
hostile to love, is justice. Justice has been held up 
as an unmerciful foe to the transgressor, knowing 
DO favor, but demanding the everlasting destruc*- 
lion of all who come snort of obedience. If we 
allow this sentiment concerning the demands of di- 
vine justice, is it not evident that justice is opposed 
to love in such demands ? This cannot be denied. 
Those who hold the opinion that sinners must be 
punished everlastingly in the future state, never un* 
dertake to prove such an opinion by arguing that 
sinners are the objects of divine love. But justice 
is always referred to as the attribute which is op- 
posed to the sinner's salvation. Now if justice and 
love are opposed to each other in God, does not 
this constitute transgression ? <' Sin is the transgres- 
sion of the la^," justice is the law ; and if loVe be 
opposed to justice, it is opposed to the law, and 
transgresses the law! But St. Paul says; "love 
worketh no ill to his neighbor ; therefore love is 
the fulfilling of the law." If love fulfils the law, it 
certainly is not opposed to justice. 

We will for a lew minutes, attempt to examine 
divine justice, both as to its requirements in its pre- 
cepts, and in its administration of punishments ; 
and carefully compare with the dictates of divine 
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lore, in order to see if there be any disagreements 
What then does the divine law require ? The bles- 
sed Saviour explains the law as lollows ; •* Thou 
•halt love the Lord thy God with all thy heail, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is 
the first and great coininnudment. And the second 
is like unto it, thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself. On these two commandments hang all 
the law and the prophels," This is what divjne jus- 
tice demands of all men ; this is the whole law, as 
saith the Apostle ; " All the law is fulfilled in 
one word, even in this, thou shalt love thy neigh- 
bor as thyself." Now compare this divine requi- 
sition with what love requires. Love most surely 
cannot require any thing short of itself. If one 
person love another sincerely, can any thing short 
of love in return give satisfaction ? The parents of 
a family of children love iheir offspring most af- 
fectionately ; this love is commended to the chil- 
dren by a thousand favors, varied according to 
their wants. Now what does this love require in 
return ? It requires the children to love their par-» 
ents. The Apostle says; ** We love him, because 
he first loved us/* Nothing will answer as a subr 
stitute for love. If the children attend ever so 
punctually to the performance of every duty en- 
joined in fthe precepts of the parents, if love be 
wanting, all is unsavory. Love is the salt that must 
season every performance in order to render it ac- 
ceptable. St. Paul must have had this view of our 
subject when he wrote the following ; " lliough I 
s^peak with the tongues of men and of Angels, and 
have not charity, (the same with love) I am become 
as sounding bmss, or a tinkling cymbal. And 
thou^jh I have the gift of prophecy, and under- 
stand all mysteries, and all knowledge ; and though 
I have all faith so that I could remove mountains 
and have not charity, I am nothing. And though 
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I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though 
I give my body to be burned, and have not charity, 
it profitelh me nothing^." And I think we may 
say according to divine truth, that, that sort of 
iustice which is destitute of love, is as sounding 
brass or a tinkling cymbal ; it has sounded through 
all Christendom and tinkled in all our ears. And 
as it is destitute of love itself, so it has produced 
none in its votaries. 

Now as we have seen that justice and love are 
united in their requirements, it may add no little 
strength to the evidence already adduced to look 
at the p^-inciple on which they urge their united 
claim. 

In order for any demand to be just, it must be 
founded on a reasonable principle. So if justice 
and love demand of us, ttiat we love God, and one 
another, it is proper to ascertain the principle on 
which the propriety of this demand is seen. Love 
and hatred are what we are necessarily inclined to ; 
and we are necessarily inclined to love that which 
is agreeable to us, and to hate what is otherwise. 
It would then be a most unreasonable thing to re- 
quire us to love what is not lovely, and to hate 
what is not hateful. If then we are required to 
love God, it is because he is lovely, if rightly uni- 
derstood. If there were any quality in the divine 
Being which is opposed to our well being, it is a 
most unreasonable thing to require us to love that 
quality. The result then of this part of the enquhi 
ry is this, namely, justice and love both agree in 
requiring us to love that which is altogether for 
our own profit^ and it is not in the nature of either 
to require us to love any object beyond our inter-t 
est, I will not say that this may not be considered 
rather a new kind of argument ; but even if it is, 
this circumstance ought, by no means, to be urged 
Pgainst the propriety of it ; it may be urged as a 
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proper occasion for carefully examining it. If it be 
necessary to make it still more evident, we may ask, 
what or whose interest is to be served by our lov-r 
ing that which is of no benefit to ourselves ? No one 
wUl be so erroneous as to contend that any benefit 
can result to the divine Being from our love to hiin; 
and certainly not from our loving him beyond our 
interest in him^ as it will, at once, be allowed, thai 
it is impossible to love him more than we are bene- 
fitted by him« This argument holds equally good 
as it applies to any one, or all of the divine attri- 
butes. We cannot love wisdom, knowledge, pow- 
er, justice^ truth, uiercy or love, to a greater de- 
gree than we are benefitted by these divine principles, 
As we have enjoyed the satisfaction of seeing 
9 perfect agreement in the preceptive requirements 
of divine love and justice, it will now increase our 
rational felicity if we can see these divine attri- 
butes equi^Uy harmonise in retributive requisitions. 
But as tnis argument has been instituted for the pur- 
pose of showing that divine justice does not op* 
pose the sinner's salvation, we may confine our 
present remarks , to punitive requirements. The 
subject now to be determined i^ what kind of pun- 
ishment does divine justice require to be inflicted 
on the transgressor for his ofiences, for what pur* 
pose, and to what extent? Answer : As it is not in the 
iiature of divine justice to do any thing to prevent 
its own precepts trom being obeyed, it can never 
punish the sinner in any way to prevent bis final 
ubedience; but on the other hand, it keepii^ an eye 
directly on the original object embraced in the 
very design of the ])recept, awards that kind of pun- 
ishment which is best calculated to work repentance 
and reformation^ which is the object of punishment, 
and administers it until the desired effect is produ- 
eed. It seems impossible to extend punishment any 
&rtl^r, unl^^ we aroi it with weapons hostile to its 
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oirii requirements. That the l^earer ma j fee tbH 
subject, if possible, still plainer, we will ask, for 
what possible purpose can justice require any pun* 
isbment to be inflicted on the sinner that does not 
tend to the sinner's benefit ? As no one's interest ii 
the object of the precept, except those on whom it 
is binding^, why should the punishment for disobe* 
dience.seek any other interest than that which if 
aimed at by the precept ? I know it is said that it if 
necessary to punish an offender,as a terror to others, 
to prerent their committii^ offences. Bat if this 
be allowed, in room of its making at all against our 
arjg^ument, it goes directly to estaolish it ; therefore 
it is admitted. 

Do you ask how this is ? Answer : If it be right 
and reasonable to punish an offender for the bene<» 
fit of others, it supposes a common interest exists 
between the one punished and those for whose ben- 
efit we say the punishment is inflicted. This being 
the principle on which the punishment is adminis* 
tered, it catmot be inflicted beyond the limits of this 
common interest. 

If we are correct in this reasoning, we hare the 
increased felicity sought, for it will be seen at once 
that divine love as much requires this punishment 
as justice does ; for love cannot require less than 
that which is for the good of its object. O the 
beauty ! The glory of the scene which here opens 
on our wondering eyes ! Divine truth, a golden 
line, appears lovely beyond description, and mercy 
lies parallel from the beginning to the end. 

To conclude ; The imperfect view we have been 
able to take of the immense subject of this dis- 
course, seems amply suflSlcient to give elevated 
thoughts of the divine character, thoughts calcula- 
ted to raise our affectioas from every meaner objecti 
and place them on God. With what gratitude do we 
turn our eyes towards heaven, and realize that Gpd 
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who is love, is our Father; That all bis infioitely 
glorious attributes harmonise in love ; that they 
all work in unison^ aiming at the* highest possible 
improvement and felicity of all moral beings. 
With what pleasing reflections do we behold each 
other. Children of the same Father, heirs of the 
same inheritance, pilgrims on the same journey, and 
bound to the same eternal home. . 

How reasonable it is that we should love, sincere- 
ly love the God of love. How reasonable is it that 
we should love one another. Our pretensions to re- 
ligion, without love, are but frauds practised on our- 
selves. " He that loveth not his brother whom he 
hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath 
not seen?" Love is a "fountain of living waters, a 
place of broad rivers and streams,'* to which we are 
invited in the following divine language, with 
which I close ;" Ho, every one that thirsteih, come 
ye to the waters, and he that hath no money : come 
ye, buy and eat ; yea, come, buy wine and milk 
without money and without price. In the last 
day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and 
cried, saying, if any man thirst, lei him come unto 
me and drink.'' 
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K0MAN8, Till. 20. 
^ Aim «&o MA Mfbf^^td lAetMine m AijftJ* 

By creolttre in our text, the Apofitle eTidently 
means the Banie as he does by the ^ whole creatiw^^ 
in the 22d Terse* In this connection the whole 
created humanity is three iimes called <^ the crea- 
ture ;^ and once, " the whole creation.** The sub- 
ject of the Apostle's labour in the place where our 
text is ibund, seems to be that of presenting to 
View one of the most pleasing, consolingi ^d en- 
cours^^ subjects, on which be delighted td^^dwell. 
In the I6tfa verse he notices the testimony of the 
drdne 19pirit, that we are the children of God. 
From this he proceeds to show our heirship in God^ 
aiul our joint neirdiip with €hrist The consider- 
ation of ui^ infinite nches and i^lory to which man* 
Icind. is entitled, seemed to call mto notice the pre^ 
sent state of sutfering to which man is subjected in 
Ifais mortal life ; concerning which he speaks as fol- 
lows ; ** For I reckon, that the suflfermgs of this 
pmsent time are not worthy to be compared with 
the glory which diall be revealed in us. For the 
9 
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earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the 
manifestation of the sons of God. . For the creature 
w^s made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by 
reason of him who hath subjected the same in hope ; 
because the creature itself also shall be delivered 
from. the bondage of corruption into the glorious 
liberty of the children of God. For we know that 
the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain 
together until now ; and not only they, but our- 
selves also, which have the first-fruits of the Spirit, 
even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting 
for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our 
body.'* By our body the autlior means the same 
as he does by creature^ and by the whole crcaliaiu 
Believers, who have the first fruits of the spirit are 
distinguished in the foregoing. quotation from the 
rest of the one body, called the creature and the 
whole creation, but in such a way as to show that 
. they were in the. same condition wit^i the rest, 
groaning and waiting for the adoption, to wit, the 
redemption of the whole body. And it is worthy 
of special notice, that by first fruits of the spirit, 
the Apostle evidently intimates that the redemp- 
tion of the whole creature which was made subject 
to vanity was .considered, as the whole or general 
harvest. As under the law a few only partook of 
the first fruits, but all were fed of the general 
harvest ; so but a few seem to be partakers of the 
first fruits of the spirit, while the whole human 
family is entitled to the redemption of our body. 

The vanity to which the creature was made sub- 
ject may comprehend all the imperfections incident 
to our mortal state, but especially and particularly 
the sufferings which the author mentioned in the 
context. He was. not made subject to vanity on 
account of his own will, for he could have had no 
will until he was created ; but he was made subject 
to vanity by reason of him who subjected him in 
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hope. The opinion, therefore, that man was coi>- 
stitated in flesh and blood>first a perfectly holy be- 
ing, but was made subject to vanity by sin, is as . 
contrary to the plain declaration of our text as it is 
repugnant to the dictates of reason* 

We «hall now proceed to examine the common 
doctrine called theJaUqfmanf and to show the 
want of both scripture and reason for its supports 
Such language as the following ; ** before the fall, 
since the fall, the fall of man, in Adam's fall we 
sinned all," is common among christian people, 
and h so much used by authors and preachers that 
people in general suppose it to be Bible language, 
and feel confident that the scriptures justify such 
representations. But notwithstanding all that has 
b^n written and spoken on this subject, and with- 
out calling the sincerity of any in question, it seems 
necessary to inform the hearer that no such Ian* 
guage was ever used by the lawgiver of Israel, 
Sie prophets who spake as they were moved by 
the Holy Ghost, the Lord Jesus, or his Apostles. 
We read nothing in the scriptures of Adam's falling 
from the state in which he was created, no more 
than we read of Cain's falling from the state in 
which he was created. We are informed that 
Adam eat of the forbidden fruit, and we are in- 
formed that Cain dew his brother, * but we are not 
told that they did these things in one constitution 
of nature, and fell into another constitution by 
so doing. If Adam had not been constituted 
in an imperfect state how could he have sinned in 
that state ? It is not supposed that Adam fell out 
of the state in which he was created before he 
sinned; therefore he must have sinned in the state 
in which he was formed of the dust of the 
ground. If he sinned in the state in which to 
Was first formed, then it is evident that be was 
possessed of no perfection or holiness that secur- 
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ed fatm igiiiMt mm Wh«( alteniiM was tbere 
efiMtedintbe conrtituftionof Adaallywhatiseal* 
led the &U ! tt sceiM aeeordiiii^to the account give» 
it Gemsisy that Adam was not iwi^ diasiiiiilar to- 
men in all a^es of tiM world ; h& was led into aft bjF 
Im cowpaniMi^ Sbe who wae^ feimed and ^ven 
to Admei Cds a belp-iaeet was the meeiui of leadiaf^ 
hifia into sin ; and how mmmy thousaada in all a^a» 
of the wo v}d hate been led into can hy this ixnt 
Ukssii^ of beayen I Nor does it am>eoc freoi aw> 
aecouot we ha?e in- suipliure,, that Adam waa wiy 
moae infleniUe than hia posteitity io generaL We 
hasro: BO atcount of his withstandiai^ alimig teaoptft- 
tions for a long: tiaie ; it seems the irsi temptatiiMi 
was SttCcetsfttL If we should careftiUijr coaapara- 
tba conduct ^ Adam^^ with what we read of Jo ceph ^ 
OMidor would oeockide at once in fhvor of the fa** 
ter« Ttie fonner didaby but Jose|rfi did not. Bu4 
hese we should do great iujuatice- if we^ sliould coo- 
tend thai these was svcb.a d^ieuce la tho con^ 
i^i4utiMMi of tiie two as to prodtace the difiirenee 
^fhacbappeaorsiBtfaeiv conduct; for this dUSbieBM^ 
mighl hinre niaeu ficom ctfcuqaatapcea dbtinct firoui* 
ludiinl coastitistjbiir 

The ooramon doetrioe on the sul^ect of this i»r^ 
quiry supposes that there wait a seal change ptc^ 
ouoed ia man'a very naAurei by the fiost taaa^pnea- 
asoo ; and such a change too^ as to reader the crest- 
turn radacatiy sinAil aad . totally indined to sim 
But we read no suds account yAetQ those thanga 
are particislariy secorded. So-fer feom any tbmg 
of this kind, we are not ktfanned thai either Adaoi 
or Ere ever cimimkted a aecoud eriaiew The 
faithful word informs w that these first psaBsta of 
mankind Ured a loag time after eating of the for^ 
bidden fruity but we bear nothkig ol ttieir liring 
vicious liws. Tin second sift ef whidi we read m 
the murder of Abel, and this crime waa so hcMoqii 
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«f^ iaihA^miiift €^C)Biiv«ttifii b^ tfiougfatiae should 
faa^e te^ dia bjr tbe baod of scnae ayenger. K aian'» 
TOT^ BVture WW gi»rliiiBged by Adnms ain as con- 
BMiLcykmiiiAvpya^es^ why have we bo aceowt of 
Adam'd ^i^ed iU!^ aad el Hve'a abominatioiid ? 
Why ia tiiew.iio apentiw made ^ the wickedoeoi 
oC Abel ? Did Boi A]i>e) pwtake of Uoa fall? Or 
waa it u^ Adam'9 powev to cowmraicate^ er not 
CMDORHiakata tbia mfut aatuw by procreation? 
Tbe Caei is we bare ao au<bMity for this doetriM 
m\atAk la caltedthe fril* 

Tbe most eirtravaga«l part of tbe cooubod doe- 
triae of the fii^t traasgreasor and itacoDsequencef^ 
mlateato tbeoaeaBe \^ which £ye waa beguiled* 
So immaeutott aad holy wefe our first pareotfi^ 
that bad it Bot been for tbe beguiliag acts of a sur 
peiior being) says cotsBHion dwtrioe^ £ve eould 
nefer baye been teaiq^ed with succesai Thji? pre* 
8iiiBed» ibe nfoU thkig ia to fubrieate a story aMwt 
1 £iDen Angel who was onee for glory ^nd beauty 
the aomag slar oC heayen ; biU who by rebelUon 
fett firom tb^ state in wbieb be waa eieated, and 
mm eonsi^Bod to the burning lake for tbe pun^b^ 
meat of bis sin^ TbiA prince of devils^ it is beJUey- 
ed, assuoiedthe body of a se^>enA and persuaded 
bertobeJfeyethat she -could better her cooiditliHi 
by disobeying her Maker. MiUoo baa told tbia 
stiray ia sudi a fencMul mannw, that the sentiasent 
has been meorporajted into tbe christian ^th 90 that 
a ctenial of it ia tiae same as a deaial of liie wb<4e 
dmsUan doctrine^ in the opiaioa which we are ex- 
sfiriahg. 

Now if this notion of a fallen Aagel &c« be a fact, 
rty are tbe scriptures silent on the subject ? Where 
we read in Genesia of the serpent tempting Eye, 
there is nothipg said concerning a fiiUen Angel 
asUed the deyfl. Bat |et ua aA how this Aogel 
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eame to sin. It is contended that Eve was so per- 
fect that she never would have sinned unless she 
had been beguiled by a superior mind. Now if 
fhis^ were the case bow shall we account for the sin 
of the Angel who fell and became a devil? Was 
he less holy before he sinned, than our first par- 
ents ? If he could sin without a tempter, why could 
not man sin without a tempter ? It must be allow- 
ed that this Angel sinned on account of imperfec- 
tion in his nature, without a tempter, or it must be 
granted that he had one to tempt him. But whether 
he was tempted by some other being, or by reason 
of his constitutional infirmity, both alike prove his 
imperl^tion ; for if he had been perfect, tempta- 
tions could not have risen from within him, nor 
from without could they have had any power up- 
on him. This is equally applicable to man. He 
must have been imperfect, and subject to vanity 
or he could not have been led into sin by tempta- 
tions from within or from without. 

The hearer will easily perceive that there is no 
other way to accoutit for the first transgression than 
by admitting a constitutional imperfection, in the 
agent ; he will furthermore see that a sinful being 
can have no power to lead one who is perfect in 
holiness into transgression ; all beings, therefore, 
who are sinful must have been made subject to van- 
ity, which is the state in which man stood when 
formed of the dust of th6 ground, and according to 
the Apostle's testimony in our text. 

As it seems impossible to avoid this conclusion 
concerning the imperfect state of man in the be- 
ginning, we shall consent, at once, to the idea in 
our text, that the creature was made subject to 
vanity, not because of his own will, but by reason 
of the will of his Maker, who saw fit, in his infinite 
wisdom and goodness, to subject the creature to all 
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the yaDity of tb^ftnortal state m hop6 ef tt, better' 
and more perfecfstate hereafter. 

I^et us, in the next place, proceed to exaroiM 
the account which inspiration has given of the first 
temptation and sin ; and let us do this with honest 
and candid minds, with a determination to be satis- 
fied with the scripture account. 

*^ r^ow the serpent was more subtle than any 
beast of the field which the Lord God had made> 
and he said unto the woman, yea^ hath God said je 
shall not eat of ererj tree of the garden ?" To this 
question the woman returned the true answer, tp 
which the serpent replied ; ^^ Ve shall not surel/ 
die* For God doth know, that in the day ye eat 
thereof, then your eyes shall be opened ; and ye 
shall be as gods, knowing good and eTil.** Here 
is the whole account of the first temptation. And 
here let the question be honestly and candidly ex- 
amined, (viz.) What is there in this account about 
an Angel's falling from heaven to hell, and coming 
from hell to the earth, and of his temptiiig Eve r 
Surely there is not a word that so much as inti- 
mates any thing on the subject. But it is contend^ 
ed, that the serpent could not have tempted Eve, 
if some evil agent had not been in him and moved 
him to perform so crafty a work. Why then does 
the account say that the serpent was more subtle 
than any beast of the field ? If the temptation was 
the craftiness of some other creature, and not the 
subtlety of the serpent, it was deficient from the 
scripture representation, which su^ests no other 
subtlety in the case than that of the serpent. 
Moreover, if it had been some invisible agent, who, 
entering into the serpent, wrought the temptation 
in question, it was that invisible agent, and not the 
leipent that was the tempter, and ought to have 
been the subject of the malediction which was pro- 
nounced on the serpent. '* And the Lord God 
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«Sd4itfto tin Wfpeflt,beeau9e ti^u lHis(4Meflii«» 
thou art cursed above -aHcatfle, fend at^eire eiwty 
%eii0t of tbe fieM : upon thf 1>ellf sAiaktfami go, 
and dust ^alt tfoou •eat all the dajrft -of ihy me. 
And twin putenmitj between thefe ttnd the wo- 
mro/andlieitweeii thy seed imd ber^ed ;it ^haH 
bruise thy head, and thou shdt Imiise 4iis hefiL'' 
AH *this wad said to the serpedt, but there was 
nothing said to that abonnnafUe wicked Angefl ibat 
sinned in hearen^ and who was banished to hedl for 
life dhi, and from hell came to this^asrth and tempi* 
^•Eve! 

By this time the hearer will aft 9 the i;peater 
Ideally supposes that a literal "serpent did actually 
talk to tae woman and influence her 4o *ettt of a 
ibrbidden ftuit ? No, he does not He humWy 
conceives that this account is given 'in a scriptaml 
allegory, wtiich may aill be explained l^^ little at- 
tention to the scriptures. In scripture, the ^^erpeht 
is a bieroglyphic of wisdotn.^^Tesus commanded 
bis disciples to be w«se asiMSfpeitls. As there am 
two sorts of wisdom mentioned in scripture, so they 
are represented by two kinds of serpents. The 
Apostle James speaks of wisdom as follows ; ^ Who 
is a wise man, and endued with knowledge timonr 
you ? Let bim shew, out of a good conversation, fan 
works with meekness and wismm. But if ye hsn 
bitter envy and strife in your hearts, gloiy not, and 
be not^against the truth. This wisdom deseendetfi 
not from above, but is earthly, sensuill, dev9iA. 
For where envying and strife is, thetie h cDtlfusic^ 
and every evil wora. But the wisdom that is from 
above is fiirst pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy 
to be entneated, ftiQ of mercy and good friiite, with- 
oiitpartiality and without hypocrfey.** 

The wisdom of God'is represented by the rod 6f 
Moses whidi'becamii a* serpent ; and the wisdom of 
this world which cometh to naughty is represented 
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"ky the nidi of the wise men andjofctmi ef B^pl, 
which likewise became serpents. The superiority 
of the wisdom of God over the wisdem of the fieah 
u npresented by Aaron's rod's swallowing up the 
BU^iciaris' rods.* Am^ber representation of these 
two wisdoms w% have in the account given of the 
iery serpents that bit and destroyed tbe Israelites 
in the wilderness^ and that brazen serpent which 
Moses made by the special command of God, 
whose virtues were a sovere^n cure for the deadly 
^tingsof the fiery serpents. These fiery serpents 
zepresent the wisdom of this world, and the evU ef- 
fects of their bite are a very just representation of 
the evil effects of £Eilse religion. And our blessed 
Saviour has made use of tt^ brazen serpent to re- 
present himself. He says ; <^ And as Moses lifted 
up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the 
aaa of man be lifted up ; that whosoever believeth 
in him shcnild not perish, but have eternal life." 
liVben the Israelites were bitten by the fiery ser* 
pentsy and the deadly poison was diffused through^ 
out their distressed bodies, only a look at the brazen 
serpent on the pole ^eeted a radical cure of the 
des^dly wound. So by looking unto Jesus, who is 
the wisdom of God, we are recovered from the 
dreadful eoirtagion of our earthly, sensual wisdonu 
Thus the promised seed bruises the Serpent's l^acL 
Let OS look in the next place, and ascertain if 
pottible^the source of this sensual wisdom which is 
enmity against the wisdom of God, and which 
tempte us to sin. St James says ; '^ Every man it 
tempted when he is drawn away of hk own lust, 
and enticed. Then when lust hath' conceived, it 
tnifigeth forth sin ; and sin, when it is finished, 
faringeth forth death."— To the Galatians St. Paul 
nys ; <* I say then, walk in the spirit, and ye shall 
sot fulfil the lust of the flesh. For the flesh lasteth 
agamst the i^irit, and the spirit agahtst the flesh ; 

10 
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Imd these are contcary the one to the othet ; so that 
ye cannot do the things that ye would^' Is not the 
account ffivea by St. Paul and St. James a plainy 
reasonable representation of the power of the flesh- 
ly nature to strive against the spirit of divine wis- 
dom, in us, to tempt us and to lead us into sin which 
produces death ? And if this be the way that we 
are temptqd, have we any reason to believe that it i^ 
not the way in which Eve was tempted in the be-' 
ginning ? ^'ea, is not this contentious sensual wis- 
dom of the flesh, the serpent which beguiled the 
woman ? And is it not the same serpent which now 
beguiles both men and women and leads them into 
sin and death ? Furthermore, St. Paul says ; " Vow 
the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these ; 
adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, 
idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulation, 
wrath, strife, seditiojis, heresies, envying, murders, 
drunkenness, revellings, and such like.'' These 
works are all the natural productions of our flesti- 
ly, earthly nature, and Uie wisdom which is earthly^ 
sensual, devilish, is the serpent which beguiles us. 
Now if we have found the real source of our own 
temptations, we have also found the source of the 
temptations of all mankind, not excepting the mother 
of our race. Flesh and blood was the same in the 
beginning as it is now, its powers were the same, 
itslusts were the same, its wisdom was the same, and 
it is to the powers and appetites of the flesh that 
every sin we commit may be traced. 
^ St. Paul says; *' The woman being deceived, was 
m the transgression.'* Gould she have been de- 
ceived if she had been truly wise ? No, but she 
was made subject to vanity. If she had been per- 
fectly satisfied witli her condition would she have 
disobeyed her Maker for the sake of being more 
wise ? And was it not perfectly natural for her to 
Vrhh to have her husband with her in this wisdom f 
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Hiere appears nothing in thk whole account that 
difiers from our common experience and. observa- 
tion. There is no condition in which man can be 
placed, in the preftent state, that can bonnd his de- 
sires, or render him perfectly satisfied with what 
he possesses. There has been much said concern- 
ing the happy, the consummately happy state in 
wUch Adam and Eve were placed in the garden ; 
long accounts have been dressed up in all the beau- 
ties of rhetoric concerning the felicity of the hap- 
py pair before transgression. But to describe the 
dreadful consequences 'of the first sin, the calami- 
tous change which it efiected in all nature here on 
earth, and the endless wo to which the whole pos- 
terity of Adam was exposed by it, has exhausted all 
the powers of human imagination. And yet, if we 
look for these things in the scriptures we find them 
not. What is said of the happy state of our first 

{arents before they knew good and evil ? Nothing. 
low does the word of divine revelation expatiate 
on the miserable state into which the first transgres- 
sion brought man ? It extends the subject no further 
than human experience in all ages of the world ex- 
tends it. Sin was attended with guilt and fear ac- 
cording to the first account we have of it, and ex- 
perience has taught us all, that guilt and fear are 
ks natural consequences. But that the first trans^ 
gression was attended with worse consequences than 
the sins which were committed afterward, we find 
DO authority for believing. And what would be 
the fruits of our researches should we examine what 
the scriptui-es say concerning the state of endless 
wo to which the first sin exposed the whole humftn. 
race ? Why in fact we should search in vain iq 
find any thing of the kind in the^ word of God* 
Even the serpent had no malediction pronounced 
on him, that either deprived him of his natural food 
^►r extended beyond his natural USe ; much less, if 
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posrible> WM then any suggestion, either teUie 
man or the woimm, thai the consequences of their 
sin would extend into a future state. 

AU the Tain notions which the earthly, sensual 
wisdom of this world has framed on this subject are 
eyidences in support of what we have endeavoured 
to make eyident, namely, that imperfection and sin 
manifest tbemaelres in our strife to be wise by rio^ 
latiug the word of Ood ; and thai vanity to which 
man is the most inclined, is seen in bis invention 
by which he renders truth, which is perfectly sim* 
pie in itself, obscure and mysterious. 

But shall it be said, because God has made tb& 
creature subject to aH this vanity, that be 10. 
therefore unfriendly to his offspring 1 No, my bre- 
thren, this is not the case. Blessed be God, thougb 
in his infinite wisdom be saw best to subject his crea^ 
tures to vanity in this mortal state, be has made ex^ 
tensive and ample provisions in his providence to 
render this vain rtate convenient in an infinite va^ 
riety of ways, and has so bountifully scattered 
down his blessings that we have constajat reason to 
rejoice in his goodness. He did not forsake mas 
in the beginning of his career in sin, but though be 
manifested bis holydisaf^obation of the defection 
of his children, be made th^n sensible likewise of 
bis fatherly kindness and unchangeable goodness* 
How affecting is the account we Imve of the vmoe 
of the Lord God in the cool of the day calling sfter 
Adam. How fender are the words ; ^ Adans, Adaai» 
where art thou?" Who can bear the language cf divine 
mercy expressed in the promises of the seed of the 
woman who should bruise the serpent's head, witln 
out emotions of lively gratitude ? That all graeidis, 
merciful Creator, who made the creature subject 
to vanity, subjected him in hope. 

The reason assigned by the Apostle, why the 
pres^ture was subjected to vf^nity in Iu>pe, he es^ 
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pnsa&ti in the vene ibUowi^g our lexl ia tbtpe 
words; ^' Because the cieatme it9elf fdio ahtU bo. 
delirered from tbe bondage of comiptioD, into the 
gioriouB liberljr of the chikben of Xiod'^ Just 
abo^ve be had said ; ^vThe spirit itself beareth mU 
neaa wkh our qpirit that we are the childi^o of God# 
And if cbildreii, then heirs ; heka of God, and joint* 
beirs with Christ ; if so be that we suffer wiUi him, 
thai we may be also ^orified ti^gether. For I 
reckon that tbe sufferings of tbe present time are 
not worthy to be compared with tbe glory which 
shall be revealed in m. Fw the earnest expecta** 
Hon of the creature waiteth for tbe roanifestation 
of tbe sons of God." 

As tbe creature was not the author of this state 
of vanity, so be is not the author of that hope in 
which be is subjected ; no, nor is be tbe author of 
that glorious liberty of tbe sens of God into whidi 
the whole creation shall be delivered, from the 
bondage of comiption. 

This hope of life and immortality, our kind and 
merctful Creator has implanted in our nature, and 
it seems to exist as universally as the idea of a 
supreme Being* Those notions which owe their 
ongin to the inventions of priests, and their standimj; 
to tbe superstition of tbe ignorant am not. unit- 
Tersal; they are linnted to certain denomina* 
tions or naticuM, and have nothing in them which 
cemiMree with the wisdom and goodness of the 
divine Being. , But th« universalitv of the hope of 
a future, happy existence, very fitly compares with 
the io^iiartiaf goodness of God, from which circum- 
atanee it acquires no small share of its natural evi- 
dence. 

But oae of the jmncipal objects of the gos- 
pel of Jesus Christ seems to have been to present 
Us with liUl and adequate proof of the doctnne of « 
i^ture happy stftte for all mankind. 
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^peaking of Jesus, the .^K>stle says ; << Who bath 
brought life and immortality to light through the 
go«peL" 

The hearer is cautioned against the notion, that 
our Sariour was sent into the world to go through a. 
process in order to purchase^ or procure life and 
immortality for man; for he came to suffer, die, and 
rise from the dead, that he might bring life and im- 
mcN-tality to light ; that is, that he mi^t make thai 
matiifest which the creature groaned and travailed 
for, and which God bad giren unto us in Christ 
Jesus before the world began. 

This glorious liberty of the sons of God, in hope 
of which the whole creation groans and travails in 
pain, is the inheritance of which we are joint-heirs 
with Christ. Jesus our fore-runner hath entered 
into glory, and being the head of every man, is 
^* the first fruits of them that slept For since by 
man came death, by man came also the resurrection 
of the dead. For as in Adam all die, even so in 
Christ shall all be made alive." 
, From the doctrine of our text may be drawn the 
foUowing inferences : 

1st. The opinion which has long maintained tliat 
the first temptation which led to the introduction 
of sin into our world, was the instigation of a fallen 
Angel, appears to be without foundation or autbori-' 
ty in the scriptures, which plainly indicate that the 
constitutional infirmities of flesh and blood are in 
fact the source from whence all sinful temptations 
rise. 

2d. That the common notion which christian peo- 
ple entertain and cultivate in the mjnds of tbek 
children^ of an invisible agent, who was once a holy 
angel in heaven, that now continually accompanies 
people wherever they go, and is* all the time tempt- 
ing them to sin, is nothing more than an invention of 
the wisdom of the flejeh, and is supported by no other 
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neaitt tbao ttifienititiom Is there eYeo a difld, wbq 
has come to tiie yeapi of discretion, that cannot see, 
that in order for this evil agent to do all that is at- 
tributed to him, he must be every where at.the same 
time ? It seems reasonable that we should be right- 
ly informed on this subject, because if we have ene- 
mies to contend with, it is surely necessary to know 
them and to know their strength* Our appetites and 
passions are at all times wiUi us ; and though they 
are all good in the place for which they were made, 
and for the use for which they were created, yet as 
they are blind in proportion to their strength, they 
will surely lead us into sin if ihej are not governed 
by wisdom and prudence. 

3d. There appears no authority for the commoa 
opinion, that toe first transgression produced a ra- . 
dical change in the moral constitution of man^ or 
that in consequence of this first sin, man became to^ 
tally depraved and altogether opposed to all good^ 
and inclmed whoUy to ^1 evil. Nor does it appear 
that there was any such change effected in the phy- 
sical constitution of the creature, as to communi- 
cate any taint to posterity. If even Cain had been 
wholly inclined to evil by nature, he would have 
been as likely to take the life of Abel without the 
occasion mentioned in the Scriptures as with it — 
And if Abel had been wholly inclined to evil, he 
would have been as likely to take the life of Cain, 
and even that of Adam and Eve, as Gain to take his 
life. Before sin took place it required a temptation 
to produce it, and since the first transgression the 
case has always been the same ; every crime is pren 
ceded by temptation, which would not be requir- 
ed if man was naturally altogether inclined to 
evfl. 

4th. The religion of Jesus afibrds us divine evi- 
dences in support of that glorious hope of life and 
immortality in which the whole created humanity 
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WiK iMde mM^ct to ranity. How itifloitely rich 
littiis blesied hope! Tbk ig tiie '' anchor of the 
ioul> bolh sure and stectfast, entering into thai witih 
Itt the TaU Irtmre mot fore^-ranner hath Ibr us entei^ 
CkL^ Calmly leaning on this, Faith casts her long- 
ing eyes beyond the proud sweHings of the Jordan 
^ d€»th» sees the. inriting land of promise, lays 
liold of tile earnest of the ii^ritande^ and rings the 
triumphant song; ^< O death, where is thy sting ? 
O gravei where » thy ^ktoiy V 
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LECTURE SERMON, 

DKUVKAED AT THE 

SECOND mnVERSAUST MEXTINO, IN BOSTON, 

OCTOBER 11,1818. 

BT HOSEA BAUiOU, PASTOB. 

?«Uiabed Senu-Monthlj, by Henry Bowen, DeTODifaii«-ftrMt. 

' ' II I I I . K 

ISAIAH XZT. e, 7, 8. 

^ m^nd m this mmmiam shaU the Ltd •f hoit$ mmke unto all ptopk • 
ftmH •ffai things^ a feast •/ wines en the lees ; of fat things full ef. 
mamw^ of wines on the lees well refined. •And he wiU destroy in this 
mountain the face of the covering east over aU people^ and the vmU that 
is spread over all nations. He will swallow %p death in viet'ory ; and 
the Lord Ood will wipe away tears from off aU faees ; otnd the rebuke 
of his people ;shaU he take away from off all the earth .* for the I^ord' 
haih spoken it.^^ 

The first subject of inquiry found in this por- 
tion of divine truth is to ascertain what the in- 
spired author means by the mountain of which 
he speaks in our text. 

The same Prophet in his 2d chapter speaks as 
follows ; ^' And it shall come to pass in the last 
days that the mountain of the Lord's house shall 
be established upon the top of the mountains, and 
•hall be exalted above the hills ; and all nations 
shall flow unto it." As the prophet here speaks 
of the establishment of the mountain of the Lord's 
house upon the top of the mountains, it seems to 
indicate the setting up of the divine power and 
government over the powers and polities of thk 
world ; the exalting of the mountain of the Lord's 
house above the hiUs signifies the exaltation of ths 
11 
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4liTiM ecoDomy and caTerncMnt over all the 
powers of tiie earth. The same in substance is 
fouad in the 2d copter of Paniel, where the four 
great empires <rf ^ world are pavlicuiarly cha- 
racterised, their dissolution represented, and the 
kiogdooi of God set up and established. ^ Then 
wastbe ir«n»the daj^^ tbe braes, the silver, and tfie - 
goldy broken in pieces together, and became like 
the chaff of the summer threshing-floors; and the 
wind carri^ ^m away; that no place was found 
for them ; and the stose t\m% siMte the image, be- 
came a great iiK>untain, and. filled the whole eartti.^ 
This is explaiued as follows ; ** And in the days 
of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a 
kki g d o m , wHch shall never be destroyed : and the 
kingdom shall not^Ifeft to another people, but it 
i4n£ break in pieces tmd eontame all these king*^ 
diaffls, Mtd iA shall stead fbrev^r.'^ 

Tbe gospel covenant is Yepvesented fay mount 
Sien, in tl^ epistle to the Bfebrews ; *• Htot ye are 
come unto mount Sion, and vmibck the city of the 
living God, the heavenly Jerusalem,'^ ftc. Here 
the same which is called a mountain is c^Ued'tiie 
city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem; 
In the epistle to the Gfdatians the two covenanta 
are represented by the allegory of Sarah and Ha- 
gar; << For this Agar is mount Sina^ and answer- 
^h to Jerusalem ii^i(^ now is, and is m bondage; 
with her children. But Jerusalem which is above, 
is free, which is the mother of us all.*' ^' This is the 
same Jerusalem of which mention is made in the 
21st of Bevelatiakns, as follows : ** And I John saw 
the holy City, new Jerusalem, coming down from 
God out of heaven, prepawdas a bri(te,adomed foir 
bar husband." This mount Sion> this heavenly, 
new Jerusalem, this city of the Uving God is the 
mountain of the Lord's house which is to be estab- 
lished upoa the top of themouatains^ and exaltect 
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abofe 4lie hilfe, and tiato whidi sA iifllioM HA tft 
low. All Qationft will &uilly flubmk to the tawb 
lad govQBBflieat of tli« ^^espd, and be wMinig wl>- 
JBCte of bun wba <^.^I1 have dominion from seato 
ea, and fromtlie mar unto tte ends of the earthy 
of the iQcittaBe tgf «wh(M goireniiiiMi^ and peaea 
tfaemakaUbeaoend/' 

As the {NFophet informs us, tirait all natSotik daatt 
flow to th» nomitiaf] of the Lonf s bouse, so in our 
iNcLhe flays ; '< In this momtewi rfmU the Lord <tf 
bfistBanhe uato all peofile a feast x)f lit things,'* 
a^idh infites us to the comi^teration of (be um- 
farssKty of the grace of the gospel* 

The dirkiity « Urn testinrany k visiUe on the 
fine of it It it like eyery Ihkig ^ich belongs t» 
the wisdom afod goodness of Cknlw Them is no 
partiality in it. £vory thasig oontrived by man 
discovers its originby its partiality ; bo wfaaterer 
ii foreafed from God proves itself "to be from him 
by its impartiality* TfaiB imirersal impartial )an- 
fsuge is the langaage wbidi the holy Ghost saw 
it Id use to express the eirtensii^aesB of the divine 
leedoess. The prooHses of God to Abraham, 
mm and Jaoobr eapreseiyo <tf the gospel covenant 
ata lecordeid hi sumlar language. God cer« 
tiled the fathers, that .in the proawed seed 
ai the nitons mid all the fiimilieB 6f the earth 
dmdd be blessed. These promises perfeetiy har- 
monise with ibe i^-cq^hecy under coosideratioo. 
In this monJHain, in Hiis seed, in this covenant, in 
this kingdom, in this city, in •tiiis government the 
Lsrd of bodts shafl asake unto au people a feast 
of fit tbings. The same universality is expressed 
is the 2d Psalm. ^' I have set my king upon my 
holy hill of Ziom I will^declare the decree ; the 
Wd hath smd unto me, thou art my son ; this 
day have I begotten 1diee« Ask of me, and I shall 
imthee the haathM for thine ii^ritance, and the 
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X4ike unto this is the following in tiu^ 22d Paalai« 
f < All the en4s of the world shall remember, and turn 
unto the Lord ; and all the kindreds of the nations 
shall worship Ij^fore thee. For the lungdoai is the 
laord's ; and he is the goyemor amoi^ nations.'" 
This word kindreds, is used by St. Peter in the 3d 
of Acts. *< Ye are the children of the prophets, and 
of the covenant which God made with the fathers, 
saying unto, Abraham, and in thy seed shall all the 
kindreds of the earth be blessed." According to 
this diyiq9 declaration, all the kindreds of the 
earth are the children, and if children, then heirs 
0{ the testimony of the prophets, and of the 
covenant which God made with the fathers. In 
prospect of these great and glorious things of the 
Kingdom of God, the prophet David says, in the 
A4th psalm ; ^ All men shall fear, and shall de^ 
clare the work of God ; for they shall wisely con- 
ttder of his doings.'' In the 72d psalm we find the 
following ; ^^ He shall have domioion also from sea 
to sea, and firom the river unto the ends of the earth 
— men shall be blessed in him, all nations idiall call 
him blessed — all kings shall fall down before him ; 
all nations shall serve him." Psalm 46th, *^ All na^ 
tions whom thou hast made shall come and wor^ 
ship before thee O Lord ; and idiall glorify thy. 
name, for thou art great and . doest wondrous 
things ; thou art God alone." In bearing such 
testimony as the foref^ing, David was a man ^^ af* 
ler God's own heikrt" In addition to what has 
been quoted from the prophet Isaiah, the following 
may be meotioiied ; Chapter 52d, '' Break forth 
into joy, sing together ye waste places of Jerusa-^ 
lem ; for the Lord hath comforted his people, he 
hath redeemed Jerusalem. The Lord hath made 
bare his holy arm in the eyes of all the nations ; 
and all the ends of the earth shall see ibe salvation 
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^omr 6od." Oiap. 53— "AH we, Mke fifb^p^ 
have gone astray : we have turned every one t6 
bis own way; and the Lord hath laid on him the 
iniquity of us all — He shall see of the travail of 
bis soul, and shall be satisfied ; by his knowledge 
shall my rigtheous servant justify many, for he shall 
bear their iniquities.'' Chapter 49tli, **And he 
said, it is a light thing that tboa shouldest be 
my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to 
restore the {^^served of Israel; I will also give 
Ihee for a light to the Gentiles^ that thop mayest be 
my salvation unto the ends of the earth." Time 
would &ii us to recite all this kind of testimonj 
from the prophets who spake of the coming of tM 
Just One, and of the glory that should follow. We 
fiod in the New Te^ament many arguments and 
declarations corresponding with the promises of 
God and the sayings of the prophets on this glori- 
ous subject of universal grace. Jesus said, ** God 
seBt not bis Son into the world to condemn the world 
but that the world through him might be saved.'' 
The beloved disciple says ; •* We have seen and 
do testify, that the Father sent the Son to be the 
saviour of the world." Again he says that " Jes- 
us Christ the righteous is the propitiation for the 
sira of the wfaofe world." St. Paul bestows much 
argument to show that '' where sin abounded, grace- 
hath much more abounded ; and that as by the of- 
fence of one^Judgment came upon all men unto con* 
demnation, even so by the righteousness of one>the 
free gift came upon all men unto justification of 
life." He exhorts Timothy to pray and give 
thanks for iall men, because God will have all 
nwn to be saved* and as a reason fw this be says, 
that the one Mediator gave himself a ransom for all, 
to be testified in due time. 

Having presented the hearer with this very lin>- 
ited dieich of the divine testimony in favour of the 
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unirexsal goodness of €kid to uatikindt a fatmibto 
<ik8ire is felt that we may now look with enUgbteon 
ed eyes and candid minds, to see how this doctriiw 
agrees with tlie works and ways of God wUcb fune 
Tisible. 

Can we see in all the workis of God, any instanca- 
where the Creator has discovered any want of 
goodness to the creature which he has made ? It 
there any thing that we can poiirt o^t in his uni- 
Torsal providence that is a proof of a design ta 
harm the works of his hands ? Every aninoi, eFn 
ery fish, every bird, every reptile and erery in- 
sect speaks forth the goodness of its Creator. Is 
there a nation on the earth who are so treated by 
the divine Being, that they can say to th^. worlds 
we have never received a favour firom oinr 
Creator? Is there an individual among men who 
will stand forth and protest s^inst all the doin^ 
of God^ and aay, I have received nothing but evii 
from the hand that formed me ? Is there a son oc 
a dai^bter ofsoirow in the hearing of this humhto 
voice, who will assure us that ^Uheir light afflior. 
tions, which are but for a moment,'' will not ^ mojk 
for us anexc^eeding and eternal weight of ^ory ;'' 
and that God is not good unto all, asid that his teoi 
der mercies are not over all his works ? 

Much has bpen said in the christian ckwch^ and 
much has been maintained by the prejudices of tin 
^norant against the universal goodness of God^ 
and in favor of a partial systen of salvaiioo i but 
i^r all, the gteat i^estion i^ has God furnished 
those who limit his favor, with sufficient prcMi^ 
that they are right in so doing? In his SQii4hine 
and in his rain does the Father of our quirks iih 
form us, that be hm dected a few only m his nn 
tional offspring to be heirs of his grace, and thai 
the remainder are doomed to everlasting wo ? No ! 
the blessed rays tf)f the &m wbichin»kes#ur day» and 
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wanns^the mrtb, the nin from heaven^ wliicb watei^i 
(HIT fields and our orchards and our gardens, preach 
ttie doctrine of universal impartial goodness; And 
ID do alltheelenoents in the infinite variety of their 
productions. The water we drinks the air w€ 
Breathe, the food we receive, the raiment we wear, 
the strength of our bodies, the abilities of our 
minds, our health, the sweets of friendship, the 
beauties oitr eyes behold, the charms of music, the 
flavour of fruits, in short every subject of thought 
ag;rees in declaring the impartial goodness of God. 

Tbe enemies of this doctrine, would persuade 
ua to believe that it tends to licentiousness, and re« 
moves all restraint necessary to prevent the gross- 
est immorality. But have they ever attempted 
to show that the universal prbmise of grace in the 
aeed of Abrahiam, ever tended to make that friend 
of God, who believed it licentious ? Will they 
undertake to show thai the united testimony of 
aU God's bdly projects since tbe world began, who 
have spoken of the restitution of all things, ha9 
oiade the believers of the faithful word perverse' 
and sinful ? Can you my friends, s^e any thing 
licentious in the sun-shine or in the rain, of which 
afl ate made to ^are in rich abundance ? Is the 
▼ital air licentious becauite it is free ^race to eve- 
ry living being ? Are the cooling spring and limp* 
id streams lascivious in their impartial favor? In 
all these things God preaches every day, and his 
auditors rejoice in his mercy. 

Having noticed the universality of this promised 
grace of the gospel covenent, it may be proper to 
inquire somethit^ concerning what is promised. 
^ A feast of fat tJbings, a feast of wines on the fees ; 
of fat things full of marrow, of wines on the leet 
well refin^;'' This is surely a description, of a 
most sumptaous feast. Here are no indications of 
poverty and want. This feast too is made for all 
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people ! I cast my eyes around, I rejoice, my heart 
swells with joy. This feast is made for you all ! 
Can it be possible that this God of univ'ersal mercy 
should have ahy enemies ? Yes, men are enemies 
to God by wicked works ; yet for these very ene- 
mies he has made this feast of fat thihgs. But of 
what does this feast consist ? Answer, it is com- 
posed of the fruit of the spirit which is ** love, joy, 
peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
meekness, temperance/' This is the river, "the 
streams whereof make glad the city of our God." 
What is richer, what is sweeter, what is more 
nourishing than love ? Love to God and love to 
man is life, it is peace, it is joy, it is long-suffering, it 
is gentleness, it is goodness; it belie veth all things, 
ithopelhall things, it endureth all things ; it is 
meekness, it is temperance, it is the fulfilling of the 
law, it is everlasting righteousness. This is the 
milk and honey, of spiritual Canaan. This is the 
feast of which we read in the 9th of Proverbs ; 
** Wisdom hath built her house, she hath hewn out 
her seven pillars ; she hath killed her beasts; she 
hath mingled her wine ; she hath also furnished 
her table ; she hath sent forth her maidens ; she 
crieth upon the high places of the city, whoso is 
simple, let him turn m hither; as for him that 
wantelh understanding, she saithtohim, come eat of 
my bread and drink of the wine which I have 
mingled, forsake the foolish and live : and go 
in the way of understanding." By the Prophet 
Isaiah we are invited to this feast in the following 
language : " Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye 
to the waters, and he that hath no money ; come 
ye, buy and eat : yea, come, buy wine and* 
milk without money, and without price. Where- 
fore do ye spend money for that which is not 
bread ? and your labour for that which satis^ 
fieth not ? Hearken diligently unto me, and eat 
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of that which is good, and I^t your soul delight ii- 
self in fatness." And the blessed Jesus, in the great 
day of the feast, stood and cried, ** ICany man thirst 
let hint come unto me and ^rink." By such lan^ 
ruage as the foregoing, from the prophet and from 
the Saviour, we are assured |hat thi^ feast is made 
for " all people." If this were not the case thfe 
Holy Ghost would not use general and universal 
tenns in calling on peoi^e to come to it. Should 
one of our wealthy citizens make a public enter- 
tainment, and send his servants into the streets to 
invite the people in such language as is used in 
scripture to invite sinners to tl^ gospel feast, every 
person who heard such invitations would either be- 
lieve that he was welcome, or that the man who 
made the feast was a hypocrite. To talk about 
general calls and special calls in this case would 
never satisfy common sense. 

Our brother, who holds to conditional salvation 
may be admitted to bring his objection against 
the final salvation of all men, and say, that the feast 
is made for all who will come, and the invitation is 
to whosoever will Reply : We grant his promises, 
but disallow his consequences. We will ask him 
whether he would be concerned for fear his chil- 
dren would starve to death, if he had bread enough 
to give them ? Would any person be concerned 
for their children or friends, for fear they would 
starve, when they had enough to eat ? It is true 
there may be difficulties to be removed ; there 
may be a case in which though there be a plenty 
of provision, the children may not know where it 
is. In this case the parent would certaiifly use 
means to inform them. Again, children may be 
plagued with disobedient hearts, they may wander 
from home, they may, from being displeased, re- 
friae to come to the parental table, but hunger will 
cure all these difficulties.— Let the child that wil^ 
12 



Digitized by 



Google 



90 

AiUy refuses to eat, be indulged in its own wa>% 
tiow 80on will hunger humble its spirit. How came 
the brethren of Joseph all to prostrate theuisetres 
•before him I These men who were so determined 
that the dreams of Jo^ph should neTer be fulfilled; 
who despised the thought of falling 6n their kneed 
to their brother, were humbled by famine. Thfe 
Btout hearted, haughty prodigal Was bumbled, 
brought t6 himself, and made wilting to return to 
his father'^ house by the force of hunger. Wa< 
there even any tincertainty respecting the re- 
duction of Joseph^s brethren to a state of humi- 
lity ? Wa« there any uncertainty about the final 
return of the prodigal T No, nor is there any un- 
certainty Uiat «< All the ends of the wbrld shall re- 
tnember and turn unto the Lord.'' 

That law by which all creatures afre goremed 
rendei^ it certain that all people will feed on the 
beist provisions they can procure, especially if it 
cost tnem nothing. 

If EphrailB of <Ad^ fed on wihd, and followed 
after the east wind, it was be<^fa6se he knew of no- 
thing better. And if people now are as mudi de- 
ceived as EjAraim was, they may endeat^or to 
feed on every wind of doctrine that blows from the 
high places of spiritual wickedness ; but h is be- 
cause they know of nothing better. God says, by 
the mouth of the Prophet Hosea ; ** My people 
are destroyed for lack of knowledge." Thw situ- 
ation of mankind seems to invite Os to the consid- 
eration of another important subject In our text, 
expressed in the following words; ^' And he will 
destro]^ in this niountain the fkc*^ of the coverine 
cast'over all people, and the va9 that is sprtead 
over all nations." - 

This vail or face of covering which has been 
spread over all nations is tlie Ignorance and unbe- 
lief of which St. Paul speaks in Romans I Itin *<fV 
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God hath concluded tbem all ia unbelief, tbiA 
be might have mercy upon all/' And the same 
Apostle has more on the same subject in his 2d 
Epistle to the Corinthians; <' Seeing then that 
we have such hope, we use great plainness ot 
speech ; and not as Moses which put a vail over his 
face, that the children of Israel could not stedfast^ 
ly look to the end of that which is aboli^ed : but 
their minds were blinded : for until this day re- 
Viaineth the same vail untaken away in reading 
the Old Testament ; which vail is done awaylQ 
Christ. But even unto this day, when Moses is 
read, the vail is upon their heart. Nevertheless, 
when it shall turn to the Lord, the vail shall be*^ 
taken away.^* 
The gospel dispensation and ministry were de- 

E^I^Qod for the enlightening and instrucing of man-r 
lod. Jesus was a teacher sent ifrom God ; the 
Apostles were coipmanded to teach all nations, 
and preach thegospel to every creature. In short, 
the true knowledge of God is the life and salvation 
which the Saviour brings to iiie world ; it is the 
feast of fat things which is made in mount Sion for 
fkH people. Jesua said in his prayer to the Father : 
" Glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may 
glorify thee : thou ha4 given him power over 
nU flesh, that be should give eternal life to as ma- 
ny as thou hast given him. And this is life eter- 
nal, that they might know thee the only true God 
and Jesus Christ, who« thoii hast sent" Did eve-, 
ry child of AdanA now know God and Jesus Christ 
they would have eternal life. We are told, that this 
ii the record,that God hath given unto us eternal life, 
and this life is in his Son ; that is, the knowledge 
of God is in Christ Jesus. Salvation then con- 
sists in knowing God, which makes it evident tha^ 
the nature of God is salvation. As fast, therefore, 
as we advance in the knowledge of God we enjoy 
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the rich provisions which are made for all people. 
The hearer may now see the nature of the general 
subject. The love, wisdom, knowledge and good- 
ness of God are free for all people and are ^cu- 
lated to bless, with fulness of joy, every creature. 
In the divine economy man is constituted capable 
of advancing in wisdom, knowledge, and love, and 
therefore seems destined in his nature to the en- 
joyments under consideration. 

When " all shall know the Lord,*' there will be 
no need of one's teaching another ; the vail then 
will be gone, there will be no unbelief, and of 
eourse no hardness of heart. The knowledge of 
the Lord shall cover the earth, as the waters cover 
the sea. 

Will the advocate for limited salvation, and the 
endless misery of mankind pretend, that thoscf Who 
are to be forever miserable are to remain ignorant 
of the true character of God ? Will the time nevet^ 
come when deception will be removed t Have we 
reason to beKeve, that error will be secured from 
divine liglit so as to remain in the mind forever ? 
Or will the opposer say ; No, error will be destroy- 
ed, and the deceived will be brought to see 
and know the truth, but then it will all }^ too late ! 
The day of his probation will then be ended, and 
he not saved? This has an awful sound, and such 
talk has greatly troubled thousands, but enliorhten-» 
ed none. Let us asfc^ how it can be i>psslble that 
any rational being sbbuld know divine truth too 
late to enjoy it ? h it possible to know God and 
Jesus Christ and not be jfilled with divine love ? 
But this subject is erroneously represented, as if 
we were to receive eternal life as a reward for 
knowing; God in a certain given time, called the 
time of Qur probation ; after which it would be no 
advantage to us to know him. This idea does not 
iicknowiedge the truth of the words of Jesus; 
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^' This is Hfe eteroal, that they migfat know thee 
the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou 
hast sent." 

'The hearer is now invited to give a moment's at^ 
tention to another most weighty subject contained 
in the passage under consideration, and expressed 
in the following words ; ** He will swallow up 
death in victory/' Death is of two kinds, moral 
and natural. Moral death is the effi^t of sin, nat- 
ural death is tlie elSect of a mortal constitution. 
In order to swallow up these two kinds of death, sin 
inust be finished, everlasting righteousnefss take its 

?Iace, aud mortality must put on immortality. 
*be scriptures are clear on these subjects, and leave 
no room for doubt. The fore-runner of Jesus said 
of him ; *^ Behold the lamb of God which taketh 
away the sin of the world/' The beloved disciple 
said ; ^^ And we know that he was manifested to 
take away our sins." Again ; ** If any man sin we 
have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous ; and he is the propitiation for our sins ; 
and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the 
whole world." Again ; ** For this purpose was 
the son of God manifested, that he might destroy 
the works of ihe devil.'' Moral death consists in 
unreconciliation to God and is swallowed up in vic- 
tory hj the ministration of reconciliation, to wit : 
*^ tteit God was in Christ reconciling the world to 
himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them.*^ 
Reconciliation to God is victory over moral death. 
St. Paul says to the Romans ; << Moreover the law 
entered that the ofience might abound, but where 
sin abounded, grace did much more abound. 
That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might 
grace reign through righteousness unto eternal 
Kfe, by Jesus Christ our Lord. — For when y* 
were the servants of sin, ye were free from right- 
eousnesa What fmit had ye then in those things 
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wbereof ye are i^ow ashiuiied'; for the -end of thos* 
tj^inigB If dc^th. But now, being made free froia 
tin and become servants to God, ye bave your fruit 
unto holiness, aodtbe «nd eyerfastiiu; life. For 
Hm wi^^ of sin is death, but the gift of God is eter-^ 
ial life tlvough Jesus Christ our^Lord.'^ 
( ThQ Idtb chapter of the 1st epistle of the Corin- 
tbiaDs U principally devoted to the support of tbm 
dofetrin^ of the resurrection of the dead on the 
torpothesis ti^a( '^as in Adam all die,eveq ^o in Chrisi 
ij^U all be made alire.'* The hearer is earnestly 
lolicited to read this chapter with peculiar atten- 
tentioat by which he will perceive that the Apoe- 
t{# did not believe in a state of sin and misery atler 
1b^ resurrection, but a glorious state of life ao4 
inMoortality. Tb^ consummation of this tran&- 
eendent event the inspired author imforms us is the 
fulfilment of our sut^ct. ''Then shall be brought 
(o pass the saying that is written, death is swallow*- 
•d up io victory.'* — Lastly, " And the Lord God 
ihflJi wipe away tears from off all faces. : and 
th^ lebuk^ of his people shall he take away firono 
eff aU the earth ; for the Xiord hath spoken if 
Ufw the proj^et presents us with the most moving 
iqeae that ever imagination could invent, or 
bt^f^ge describe, tie represents the Father of 
pur spirits 9s throwing away forever the rod of 
imteeiion; and approaching hb bumble, peniteM 
veeptog rbildren, and with the pitying bapd of 
p^rentfu love wiping away the tears his fatherlj 
iaverity bad caused to flow. 
^ To. conclude, our subject and doctrine may b« 
in^raved in the following manner. 

Ab God is recommended to be impartially good to 
tbe whole human family, ordering and dire9ting all 
things fcH* the advancement of oUr happiness, he is 
worthy of our unfeigned love and gratitude ; an4 
tkedqe'€(>n^icUiration of this weighty truth impose^ 
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6n us nil the great snd nlitmaVdtAy M cdtalbtw, 
ing our minds, affections and eondtiet to tliis be« 
neTdlent doctrine. Though the opposers of tiili 
grace of universal Saltation bare so far misnnder^ 
stood the subject, as to represent it as tending to H*^ 
centioasness, we are fully convinced that no other 
doctrine is a safe foundation on whi(;ht6 htA)A « 
moral character, or by which We <5an become 
conforofied to the rel^ion of Jesus, Wliich embra*^ 
ces love to our enemies. It seems as Vain as it ii 
absurd to attempt to cultivate universal love and 
good win towards mankind by enforcing on thef 
mind partial and limited views of the goodness of 
God. Bnt having this divine aild glorious founda- 
fioh firmly fixed in our understandings, let us re« 
ineraber ^^tbpropercauttoii,that<^ thegttice ofGod 
which bringeth salvation to all men hath appemied^ 
teaching us, that denying ungodliness and worldly 
lusts, we should live soberly, and righteously, and 
godly, in this present world/' 

As the rich provisions of the gospel of everlast- 
ing life are made for all people^ as all are most ten- 
derly and cordially invited to partake of the bles- 
sed fruit of the tree of life, let us all strive in earn* 
est to understand and know the truth as it is in Je- 
sus. Let us feast on the divine truth revealed in 
the faithful word. Why should reasonable crea- 
tures, blessed with such powers of investigation, and 
capable of enjoying such intellectual dainties, lie su- 
(Mnely and feed on wind, on vanity, on lies, and 
roll falsehood and the gall of error and supersti- 
tion as a sweet morsel under their tongues ? Conoe 
away from all the partial schemes of the wisdom 
of this world, leave behind you all the broken cis- 
terns hewn out by man's invention, which can hold 
no water, and come to the fountain of living waters. 
Have you endeavoured to satisfy your souls with 
file poHuted bread of a heaven where you must look 
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down and see yonr fellow creatures in endless tor^ 
roents ? Where you must hear the ceaseless groang 
of fathers, mothers, wives, children and other dear 
relatives ? Have you strove to conform yourselves 
to these abominations ? O hear the language of our 
text, and let your hearts rejoice in the God of our 
salvation* << In this mountain shall the Lord of 
hosts make unto all people a feast of fat things, of 
wines on the lees, of fat things full of marrow, of 
wines on the lees well rpfined. And he will des- 
troy in this mountain the face of the covering cast 
over all people, and the vail that is spread orer all 
nations. He will swallow up death in victory ; 
and the Lord God wHl wipe away tears from off all 
faces ; and the rebuke of his people shall be take 
away from off all the earth ; for the Lord hath 
spoken it" 
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LECTURE SERMON, 

3£C09fD UNIVERSAUdT MBETINO, Of yOfSTOKt 
OCTOBER 25) ldl8. 

BT BOSBA BAUiOI^f PASTOBi 



MALACAf, IT. 1. 

^ fSif^h^hM^ ike day e9mUh tM$k4ill Imm a# M«ren; |Mur«U IM 
fnud^ ye<^ ofuf a22 <Aii/ do vfiekedly^ shaU be $iubhie ; orut ike dmy thai 
f^mUih skaU bwnihem mp^Mnik ike Ltrd ef k^eU^ ihdtUefuiU leave 

Thi« portion of prophetic tcBtimo^ir having 
heen ffeoerally used to tu{^rt the awfai, teri^ific 
40ctrme of fUture endless misetj, and beine no# 
Ibronght as an objection to a belief in the diving 
goodness to all men, is the occasion of the req^uesC 
winch has called our attention to this subject at thij^ 
time. 

As ire have consented to discuss this text in thijf 
tTeov^s discourse, a hope is entertained that the 
ittdkuice will feel such an interest in the investiga- 
$on as wiB occasion a most devout and religioui 
Attention. If the Holy Ghost, by these wor£« in- 
iMidtd to inform us that it is the divine determina^ 
fioii not to humble the proud nor reform thosie who 
do widtedly, but to execute tiponthem endless tor* 
kre» iio doubt His necessary for us so to understand 
I abd other words of divine inspiration ; but if 
words were designed to indicate the reduc^ 
19 
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tion of the proud to humility, and the reforuiatioa 
of those who do wickedly, it is of importance that 
we so understand then). Let us, therefore, care* 
fully examine the text under consideration to see 
if its most natural meaning is, that all the proud 
and all that do wickedly are to be tormented eter* 
nally in a fire that shall burn as an oven. If we 
find that this is the true meaning of this {Missage, 
we must admit it as evidence of the tnith of the 
terrific doctrine to which it is usually applied, an4 
as a refutation of the doctrine of universal salva- 
tion by Jesus Christ. Furthermore, if the cooi* 
mon use of this text be admitted, we must reason- 
ably suppose, that this doctrine is the doctrine of 
the holy scriptures generally. 

Let us look at the text. " For, behold, the day 
cometh that shall burn as an oven; and all the 
proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall he stub- 
Die : and the day that comelh shall burn them up, 
saith the Lord of hosts, that it shall leave them 
neither root nor branch." If this language is to 
be understood according to its most literal sense 
it means that all the proud, yea, and all that do 
wickedly shall be burnt up as stubble is cousumed 
that is burned in an oven. There will remain of 
the proud and the wicked neither root nor brandu 
To use a simile ; we will suppose that it is said of a 
tree, that the fire has consumed it^ root and branch ; 
would any reasonable person understand that the 
tree now exists ? No, they would not. Now if the 
tree do not exi^^t, it surely does not continue to 
burn. The conclusion then is this ; if the proud 
and those who do wickedly are literally burnt up, 
they will cease to exist, and of course, they will 
cease to be tormented. It would be just as reason- 
able to contend, that John Kogers is now burning 
in the fire that consumed him, as to apply our text 
€o prove the endless torments of the wicked. 
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We may ask wby sfvhhk should be used to re^ 
present tbe proud and tbem who do wickedly f 
JStubble is extremely combustible, it is consuined 
and gone almost as soon as it is set on fire. It 
therefore sbovrs that the proud and them who do 
wickedly will continue to bum but a short time, 
and this idea is fully expressed in the conclusios 
of our text ; '' it shall leave them neither root not 
branch/' The Holy Ghost, by the mouth of 
David, has said, as recorded in the 37th Psalm ; 
^ Vor yet a little while and the wicked shall not 
be : yea, thou shalt diligently consider his place, 
and it shall not be." According to this divine 
j^rediction the wicked will not exbt but a little 
while and of course cannot suffer but a little 
while ; for they surely cannot suffer any longer 
than they exist. We read in the 10th of Proverbs 
as follows, '< As the whirlwind passeth, so is the 
wicked no more ; but the righteous is an everlast* 
ing foundation." 

Not only does the text under consideration ful* 
ly disprove the idea to which it is usually applied, 
but the several passages already quoted equally 
dbprove it. To their united testimony we may 
add what candid, unprejudiced reason seems to 
suggest on the same subject ^ 

It is granted by all who profess to believe in a 
Supreme Being, that he is a Being of infinite 
goodness. Now we know that it is not the nature 
of goodness to harm any creature, but to do good 
to all. From these plain self-evident facts we in- 
fer, that God will never administer any kind of 
aiSiction to any of his creatures, which is not de* 
signed for their benefit. If a creature be in a 
state of keen distress, from which there is no hope 
of recovery, to put an end to this creature's i^xr 
istence is a favor. That very fond and compas- 
sionate love, which renders the parent solicitous 
for the child's recovery from pain and sicknesi. 
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iindlriipftk i^ werf poMible eiertion wbicfa pro- 
iniMi we least relief, will, the moment all liope ia 
MQa^ 0edc repose in tbe dissolution of nature.—- 
Were H pFoposed to a kind parent, whose tender 
oiTspHtig is struggling with the duU^ss of a most 
miafui complsMbt, that though the child could not 
va cwisdi it might be preserved in its present situa^ 
tion to old age, would this be chosen rather than 
lliat these piins should subside in the peaceful 
afeep of death P The etident feet is, tiiat good^ 
tiess IB never willing to prolong pain and dis- 
IresB unless it is seen how this may prove bene* 
fieial to the subject it lliarefore belongs to thoso- 
who contend for the doctrine of endless punish*' 
ment, to cast in their minds whether they can jusU^* 
fy themselves in giving to the Father of our spiriti 
a character, which for cruelty infinitely exceedi 
tfae most unfeeling tyrant which has ever oppressed 
mankind. 

The faithful word of divine Inspiration, at 
mcorded in the 57th chapter of Isaiah informs u% 
that God *^ will not contend forever, neither will he 
be always wroth : for the spirit should fail befiMna 
him, and the souls which he has made." And by 
the saafie divine authority we have it recorded in 
tbe 3d chapter of the Lamentations, that the ^ Lord 
will not cask off forever t but though he cause grief, 
yet MfW be have compassion according to the mul^ 
litude of his mercies. For he doUi not afflict wSi^ 
fingty, nor grieve the children of men." 

While these last-quoted passages prcyve^ bevond 
ill contradiction, thai God will not punish fais 
creatun^ wi^ an endless puni^ment, they aa fol- 
ly isihow thst the design of punishmsnt is not to an* 
liibilate the soul that God has made. The reason 
whic^ God renders ia the paMqge qupited 4om 
Isaiiih, wfaT he will not contend forever nor be al« 
ways wroth is because die spirit would foilliefor» 
W«f soad <li» #o«| Fbiod be )iw madcr 
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We may now eoKider the fellairibc itnpoitMiit 
^lieilion. (viz.) How is it possible Ma£ all 4ha 
proud, yea, and all that 4& wickedly sbbuld be 
Dumt up root and branch, and yet be saved in thtt 
iiord Je«its with en everhsting salvation ^ And 
fiirtbermore, how can the wkked be saved by tM 
grace of God, if the words spoken by David be 
true, where be says, as before quoted ; ^ For jet n 
a Httle while and the wicked ^11 not be V If the 
wicked are not allowed to exbt, how can they b6 
•aved ? 

Reply. Here we think is a proper place to bring in 
the scripture doctrine ofregenerationornew bi^^ 
not vrkh a design to treat it by way of explaining 
it, but by application. Jesus said to the Jews ; 
•• Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of 
your father ye will do.'' — Now suppose any of 
these Jews were converted by tbe spirit of truth 
after our Saviour's ascention to glory, they there* 
by became tiie children of God. If so, they were 
no longer the children of the devil. If any of the 
diildren of tbe devil can by regenerating grace^ 
become the children of God, then by the same 
grace all the children of the devil may become the 
<4iildren of God. Suppose this should ever be ao» 
comij^khed would not the predictions of the Pro^ 
pbBtjs be fulf»ed ? Where are the wicked ? Ther^ 
are noAe^ — ^Where is his place ? As there are noiie 
wicked so there is no place for tiie wicked. WheM 
is tbe stubble ? the fire Ims passed over it*-4here 
is no stubble. — ^Lodk carefully, see if the root be 
not left — tiie root is all consumed. — Are the 
branches spared ? There is neither root nor branch 
lelt 

Now turn yotff eyes and behold the innumera- 
ble muhitiide of all nations on mount Zion. From 
whence came they ? These are they who came 
out of great tribulation^ and 4iave washed their 
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eibes attd made them white in the blood of the. 
mb. Tliey have been translated out of.tbe kin;^- 
doDl of darkneis into the kingdom of God's dear 
Son* 

The liearers will now ask if we are to explain 
the text under consideration in this waj ? Is it iti 
reality a fact that this text wbictibas been so often 
quoted to terrify us with tlie apprehensions of nevr 
er ending burnings» doeS| in reality, mean the 
purification of all who do wickedly, and the total 
destruction of wickedness ? 

Refply : As we haye already proved, that the 
text can neither be applied to the endles duration 
of punishment, nor yet to the annihilation of the 
proud and them that do wickedly, we may now^ 
proceed to enquire for ils true application, by 
bringing it into connection with other passages in 
particular where similar language is used, and with 
those generally which express the design and will 
of Cvod concerning sinners. By a careful atten^ 
iion to this method, we $ball be likely to avoid an j 
application tliat would be in opposition to the re- 
vealed testimony. 

'^ For, behold, the day cometh that shall, bum ns 
an oven." What day is this ? A. tittle before in 
the preceding chapter, the Prophet uses the follow- 
ing words ; <' Behold I will send my messenger 
and be shall prepare the way before me ; and the 
Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly cotae to hia 
temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom' 
ye delight in ; behold he shall come saith the Lord 
of hosts. But who may abide the day of his com- 
ing ? and who shall stand when he appearetfa ? for 
he is like a refiners fire, and like fuller's soap. 
And he shall set as a refiner and purifier of stiver; 
Und he ^hall purify the sons of Levi, em) puig^ 
theiuas gpld and silver, that they may o&r unta 
the Lord an offiMring in rigbteousneis," 
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The meB9en|^r here promised, who should pH^ 

C re the way before the Lord, we find in John th* 
pcisi, accordingly as we read Luke 1st, ** And 
tbou,child,6halt be called the prophet of the highest, 
for thou shaltgo before the face of the :Lord to 
prepare his ways/' Compare also, Isaiah 40th, Sd^ 
with Luke 3d 4th. By bringing these scriptures 
together we learn,. that the day spoken of in this 3d 
chapter of Malachi was the time of the coming of 
Christ who is called the messenger of the co?enan(y 
who should be as a refiner's fire and like fuller't 
•oap. I'here is no doubt then but this scripture 
was a prophecy of the gospel day, and of ita 
lefioing and purifying mankind. 

We shall in the next place pro^e that the da^ 
spoken u( in our text is the same day of which 
mention is made in the preceding chapter, which 
we have shewn to be the gospel day. Following 
oiir text the Prophet goes on to describe what shau 
lake place on this day that shall burn as an oVen, 
kc. but before he cloises the sulnect he says; ** Be*. 
hoM, i will send you Elijah the rropbet before ths 
coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord. 
And he shall turn the heart of the Others to the 
children, and the heart of the children to the fath- 
ers, lest I come and smite the earth with a curse/' 
The hearer will observe tbat he who is called Eli- 
jah in the Old Testament is called Elias in the New. 
Spieaking of John, Jesus says, as recorded Mat. 
11 ; ^* For this is he of whom it is written, behold 
I send my messenger before thy face, which shall 
prepare thy way t^fore thee. — And if ye will re- 
ceive it, this b Elias which was for to come.'' 
Thus as evidently as we can prove any thing from 
the scriptures, we prove that the day that is men^ 
tioned nve or six times in these two chapters is the. 
fospel day. 

The Prophet Tsaiah speaks of this burning day 
0his dth cbaptar as follows ; '' For every battle 
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0f tlie warrior is WUti eonfused noise, and gmrmeoU 
loUed in faiood, but this sboli be with borniog aod 
fall orfire. For unto us a child is bom, unto ub m 
urn if given^ and the goyemoient shall be upon hia 
shoulder : and his name shall be called Wonderful, 
Counsellor, the mighty God> the everlasting FaUn 
«r, the Prinee of peace. Of the increaK of hit 
governmedt and peace thew shall foe ao end.** 

As it is granted by all that this prophecy alludea 
td Clnlst aod to the peace which he has ttmde by 
Hbt blood of his eross, it may be proper to an 
whether it be not reasonable to conclude that thi« 
burning is th^ same as roeBtioiied in oor Ijest, and 
this fuel of fire the same as stubble in our text ? If 
what is 90 reasoaable be allowed, k seems perfiectly 
safe to aUow, that the trkie meaning of the passagw 
WKkrdiscUsBion, is the purifying ofthe wicked <* br 
tfae spirit of judgement and the sphit of burning; 

The fire which distinguishes the day and work 
of the great saaetifler of sinners is described by 
Jdin, the fore rtumer of Jtaus, in Mat. s; ^ I indeed 
baptise you with water uato repeitaftce ; but be 
that 4iion$th after me is mightier than I, whose 
shoes' I am not worthy to bear; be shall baptisa 
^oa wHh iht Holy Ghost, and wkh fire ; whose tm it 
ih bis hands, and he will tboreugUy purge liis ioor 
and gather his wheat into his gamer,. but hei wiV 
burn up the chaff with unquenciiable fire." Thus 
the true spiritual baptism of Jesus is wilfa the Holy 
Ghost end with fire ; a«d wkh the fire^ with which 
be baptises, be burns up the cimfil 

la let Corinthians, 3d St Paul has a passage 
#bidi is remarkably similar to the one we are &* 
▼est^ating ; it reads thus; «' Now if any maa 
build upon this foundation, gold, silver, precious 
stones, wood, bay, stubble ; every man's workdiall 
be made manifest : for the dav shall declare it, bce 
cause it shall bereveaied by fire ; and the fire shall 
try every man's work of what sort it is. Ifanjf 
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liiaD's work abide which he hath built there* 
upoD, be shall receive a reward. If any man's 
work ehall be burnt, he shall suffer loss : but h^ 
himself shall be saved;, yet so as by fire." In tbii 
passage wicked works are called stubble ; these 
works are to be burnt up, and the wicked saved ; 
yet so as by fire* Now if we allow scripture to 
explain scripture, we may be satisfied of the true 
meaning of our text. *^ All the proud, and all 
th^in that do wickedly" must pass the fire of the 
day of the Lord. In the character of the proud 
and the wicked they must be destroyed root and 
branch, and be translated into the kingdom of 
God's dear Son. 
We may now proceed to show, that this sense of 
' the passage under consideration is agreeable to 
the scripture testimony generally in respect to 
God's wul and revealed purpose concerning sinners. 
In St. Paul's 1st epistle to Timothy he ei^horts 
bim to pray and give thanks for all men, and ^ ^ 
reason for so doing, he says ; ^* For this is good and 
acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour ; who 
win have all men to be sared and to come unto 
the knowledge of the truth." In his epistle to the 
Ephesians, the same author says ; " Wherein he 
Sath abounded towards us in all wisdom and prif-' 
dence ; having made known unto us the mystery 
of bis will, according to his good pleasure^ whiclji 
he hath purposed in himself: that m the dispensa- 
tion of the fullness of times he might gather to^ 
ptber in one all things in Christ, both which 
are in heaven and which are on earth ; even in 
bim." According to these passages it is the will 
of God that all men should be saved, should b^ 
gathered together in Christ. And Jesus himself 
•ajs ; ** I came down from heaven, not to do mine 
own will, but the will of him that sent me." If God 
till the salvation of all men, and Jesus came to do 
hk Pmih^r'n will it 18 evident thai ^* *«iae to ieve 
14 
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lA men. Again the Saviour sayv ; '^ For God sent 
not his Sod loto the world to coodemn the worlds 
but that the world through him might be saved/' 
The forefninner of Jesus says of him; ^ Behold the 
Lamb of God that taketh away the ^in of the 
world/' When the religious people of the Jewii 
Ibund fault with Christ because be was a friepd to 
public&ns atid sioners, he informed them that he 
came to call sipneuto repentance, and to seek and 
to save that whieb wasJost In a word, the minia- 
tty of the gospcfl is a ministry qf jrecpnciliatipnb 
and testifies ** that God wft$ in Ohrist Jesus recoil- 
oiling the world to himself, not iinput^ng their 
trespasses unto them«'' 

Not only does the testimony of Jesu^ which win 
have quoted, proi^e that sinners aie the pbiects of 
God's love and the suoiect^ of gospel salvatioot 
but St Paul .reasons to the same point ; in his epia- 
ile to the Romans he saj s ; <' But God comipeodetli 
kis love toward ;U8, in that, while we were yet sio- 
iiers, Christ died for us.'* To the Kphesiiing be 
says ; <^ But God, who is rich in wfitcy, ix the 
greatiove wherewith he loved us, even wbenife 
were dead in sins, hath quickened us together wi^ 
Christ." ^othin^ is more obvious thpn that it wip 
the gracious design of the coming of Cbri^.aiid 
the introduction of the go9pel dispensation, to 3a¥^ 
sinners from their sins, punfy them by the spirit ^ 
grace, and reconcile them to God* 3ut how en- 
tirely repugnant to all this is the opinion to.whii^ 
our text is usualty applied. In room of humb|U|]y^ 
the proud, and bringing sinners to repentance, i^is 
believed that God will exercise unmerciful wraM^ 
on his erringt>fispring to all eternity. Thof|g)i t))e 
fext carries nbt the least intimation of any a^ch 
thin^ in it, y^ so fixed is, this notik^n, by the i^rce 
of tradition, that it eeems almoin as hsrd to di^iiade 
people from it, as it is for a mael to. go tiMrc^Mgli 
4he eye of a nae<Se. 
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*niat we may QDdenrtnidibt wajs ct Gedwitib 
the proud and ttiem wbo do wickedly^ it roByi 
be proper to notice flome infltances wfalcb are re- 
corded for our instruction. — ^Tbat of JJVebucbad' 
j9ez£ar king of Babylon wiU not be considered u» 
appropriate. Great was tibe piMe of this prince 
and great waiskfi wickedness* Notwithstanding 
God bad warned him in a dream which Daniel the 
Fro|4iet eiponnded to lmi» and notwithstanding 
fte Ftophet mosl^aifeelSonately eoimaeiied him to 
brtfakoffhlssins^by r^teousnesB, and his iniqui* 
tfes^by Viewing merey totfae poor ; yet such waa 
ite pride of hii wiic^ed hearty thai it seems he gave 
no beed to these kind and seasonable monitions^ 
^blit af the end of twelve months he walked 
lA tte pAlace of the kii^jdoiti of Babylon. The 
Mtig ^oktf add said; ib not tbii^ great Babylon that 
f hate blnlifeif the bouse of the kingdom, by the 
m^ht of fny power, and tent the honor of my ma>- 
jeisty ? Wbild the word Wasf in the king's mouth 
tfiere feH a vtoice' from beardn, saying, O king 
Webiichadnftany, to thee it is spoken ; the kingdom 
is<l6paitetf AroMtbee; atid they sbaU drive thee 
iroin men, Md (by dwriiiog shall be with die beasts 
ttfke ield: they shaJl make tbee to eat grass like 
oien, akid si»ven times shalt^ pass over tl^» until 
thou ka6w fbatfte Most High ifuleth in the king^ 
4km erf* m^tl, and gtveth it to whomsoever he will.^' 
ih ^s €k>d aiecomplfshed on 1hi» proud monarcl^ 
until his body was wet with the dew of heaven, his 
b^ wete grown l&e mi^'s feathers, and hb nails 
likebiM^sclaWsi'' Thishnmbledbisbeart, return* 
ad t» him hia imdenrtan^Keg, ndsed his eyes to heav- 
te, and tliis is his confiMsien ; '^ New i, Nebuehad- 
aeffiar prtiise, and extol, and honor the King of 
Aeaven, tfll wbOM wetlta aro tmti^ and hb ways 
judgment ; and those that walk in pride he b able 
^m.^ Was «very diyd of Adam a Nebuchad^ 
nezxar, and tfvery heart asproiid a» hisf bow easy 
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would it be for ininite wisdom, power and good- 
nesi to humble them all to a due sease of their de^ 
peodence on God. Such as was the result of God's 
dealii^s with this haughty prince, we may reason- 
ably suppose will be the result of h^ chastbing 
providence on << all the proud and all them that do 
wickedly" for ^ those that walk in pride he is able 
to abase." 

' Though the means which our hearenly Father 
may use with his disobedient ofi&pring may vary, 
we have no reason to believe that hb designs are 
partial, we have no evidence to support the notion 
that he will humble sonae arid grant them mercy ; ^ 
but punish others eternally. 

Another particular instance of God's dealii^* 
with one who did extremely wickedly b the csae: 
of David king of Israel. The ciimes which thw: 
monarch committed being pointed out to him in the 
faintest simile which their nature would admit, be- 
adjudged the criminal to death — But what were 
the dealings of God towards him. He was visited 
with such awful calamitieU in hb family as were M 
much worse than death, as his crimes wei^ more- 
heinous than the one represented to him by the 
prophet Nathan^ for which he said, the man thai 
hath done this shall surely die« But was David 
finally rejected from the favour of God?— 
No, for he sang << of mercy and of judgment," and 
praised God whom he acknowledged to be hb sat* 
vation. 

It surely will not be contended, that the Divine 
Being pays any peculiar respect to kings, by deal- 
ing with their crimes in a more lenient manner^, 
than he does with the crimes of others. It should 
be allowed that tlie ht|^r a man's station b in so^ 
Giety the greater his criminality if he use his power 
eontrary to hb duty. 

If then, the king of Israel could be puqisbed 
)ier^ in ibh life, according to ihe offence which \fe 
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had committed^ ami if be were dulj huiribled and 
received into favour, have the wicked now any rea* 
9on to expect to escape the righteous judgements 
of God ? And have the rel^ious any reason to 
say, that God will never humble the wicked and 
receive them all to mercy ? Was every child of 
Adam a murderous David, and had sins as great as 
his stained every soul : Yet would every humble» 
penitent believer in Jesus say, ^ Behold the Lamb 
of Grod, which taketh away the sin of the world.'' 

li is allowed, if there be some mor^ stiff-necked 
than others, and harder to be brought into bumil^ 
iation, we may not yet have meptioned them ; but 
we shall find them in the case of the pharisee. He, 
who by the mighty power of grace was converted 
bom a spirituaSy proud, and persecuting pharisee, 
to a humble, meek disciple of Jesus, wlK>m he had 
pwsecuted, is such a trophy of divine mercy, we 
now hold him up before you all as an example of 
God's dealings with all the proud and all them 
whi<^ do wickedly." What does St Paul say of 
faunaelf ? ^ This is a faithful saying, and worthy of 
all aec^tation, that Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners, of wliom I am chief. How- 
beit, for this cause 1 obtained mercy, that in me 
fiist Jesus Christ might shew forth all long-sufier- 
ing, for a pattern to them which should hereafter 
b^kve on him to life everlasting." Was every 
SOD and daughter of human nature a persecutinjr 
Saul, yet there would be hope that they might aU 
be brought to say 9 *^ Lord, what wilt thou ha?e me 
to do? — ^But when it pleased hipi who separated 
me from my mother's womb and called me by his 
grace, to reveal his son in me, immediately I con- 
ferred Bot with flesh and blood." 

Is it necessary to name a fourth particular in- 
stance, and shall it be selected from among the er^ 
ring daughters of Eve ? Consider then the case of 
Mary Magdalene out of whom th^ bruiseir of the set* 
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Ijifnf B head cast se veitdet tlv. Was ctery man, #^ 
than and child in the world as poMessed as was tbfs 
i^oman, who was a sinner, yet might* the gi*atee of 
iht Redeemer bring them all to wash bis feet wltfef 
the tears of periitance, and annoitit him #ith the* 
precious ointment of much love atwl humble' ^ti& 
tude. 

A hope is entfirtaihed tlrnt the header wiH not W 
disposed to say, if all this be true we m^f indulge 
in erery siri and abomination. Of the wh<yie sevett 
that were cast out this sfrgam^rH rw the WoWt 
This is ingratitude the basert of aB the sM^jMftft 
tribe. 

Did the king of Babylon find by etp^tit6h6# 
that because God was able lo abase fhoiEie #fc* 
walk in pride, it was therefore arf well to WaS^til' 
pjide as to be humble ? Did Darirf fihtf by exj^ 
rience, thai sin agaitist God and hfe feftot^ ere*^ 
tures was attended With rio erit ? Muistsiri be'i*oW5<t 
as a s^veet morsef under the tortgue ? Mtrdt a ^ 
conscience be esteemed as a mend that sti^l 
closer (ban a brother ? Our argunlent to protd ttilS- 
doctrTAte of the impartial goodness of €^oa ttfiWMi^ 
all tain, does in no sense deny bis di¥io4 stnrtriiy 
towards th^ Wicked. 

By ufiderstatidSitg our fcit in the wrfy #e IrtrtP*^ 
explained it, we disicoFei* its harmony #ilh' other 
passages ^here similar language irf used*; W* afe6 
>ee its agreement With fhe united tertftittrty df 
iBcripture respettirig the divine Wilf artd fiUriMMil 
concerning the reconciliation and salVAtfo* or siHl 
ners. 

But in the comtrion way 6f utidersfAUfffri^'tlfe 
passage, it is made to Contradfet the Wbol^ AclMil 
of the gospel, and fo represent eritf siAjisi*! f# 
divine grace as an object of riei^i*indlft# WiMIl 
Such absui*drties are constantly reiteratietffroftffMIJ? 
pulpits, and iu almost alF sermorls fhe glai^oM* 
tradiction h urged on the heareri, that sinners nt0 
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4he otjiacte of divuie lave, mMi eternal TeifHice'; 
Ut^t Jesiui came into o,ur world fortbf express 
{>uri>ose of saving ainpers^ and that sinner3 must be 
endlessly miser^le. There can be no wopdei* 
4bat.^be common people are getting to be weary 
of suc^ preachings nor is there any just reason of 
i6oai][daint if attempts are making to effect a refer- 
.nation. 

Not only is it our duty to end^▼o^r to explain 
j^ifiticular passages in a way to bring them into the 
Ijeperal theme of the scriptures, but due attentioii 
ibould be ,paid to understand the scriptures in a 
way to agree with the disposition and conduct 
4|rh)ch the religion of Jesus (Christ requires. Sup- 
.pose theq, that we ftdopt the common opinion of 
oar text, and contend that the Holy Ghost moved 
il^ Prophet to set forth the endless misery of *' all 
the proud and all them that do wickedly/' in the 
faioguage of this^passs^e, will it then be easy to re- 
concile this with t^e disposition which onr religion 
requires us to exercise towards our enemies, and 
with, our duty to mankind? Can we see the pro^ 
|Niety of loviqg those who we believe are the ob- 
jects.of the unmerciful vepgence of our Greater, 
of prayii^ for those who we believe fire predesti- 
Doited to endless sufferings. 

But if we understand our text and the scriptures 
ja general to teach the doctrine of reconciliation, 
fod to support the joy ^ ipspiring belief that he, who 
iptve himself a ransom for all men, will finally aee^^ 
df the travail of his soul and be satisfied ; that he- 
:|rbo 9ets a refiner and purifier of silver, will even- 
4MMlypucify the wicked from all sin, humble the ' 
AEQud, and give, all to know the Lord, whom to 
WWM is. life eternal, it seems that the. christian duty^ 
4|CJo.viqg ,all men, doing good to all men, and pray** 
'% for all. pen is perlecuy consistent yfiih mch a 
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There is another particular rule according t^ 
which particular passages, and indeed the scrip- 
tures in general should be explained ; that is, the 
knowledge of the truth gives joy to the heart. 
St Paul informs us, that << charity rejoiceth in the 
truth." It is then an evidence that we rightly un- 
derstand the scriptiu^e, if the lore of God shed 
abroad in the heart can rejoice in the sentiment. 
This christian audience is now affectionately cal* 
led on to try the sentiment usually supported by the 
text under consideration, by the rule last su^^ust* 
ed. If you can truly say that you sincerely love 
all mankind, that you entertain that charity for all, 
which suSereth long and is kind, can you say thai 

{ton rejoice in the belief^ that millions of your fel- 
ow creatures are predistinated to endless suffer- 
ings? This you all acknowledge is impossible. 
How then can God, who is love itself, ordain a dis- 
pensation of severity the design of which is to per* 
petuate the sufferings of his own offspring as long 
as he shall exist ? 

My brethren, " there is peace in believing and 
joy in the Holy Ghost.*' But is there any peace 
or joy in believing in this doctrine of never ending 
misery ? There surely is not. But if we really be- 
lieve in the divine testimony, which plainly showi 
that it is the plan of God, manifested in Christ Jesus, 
to finish sin and to make an end of tramgressiom^ 
to take away our sins; to reconcile the woridto 
himself ; and that all his judgments and his mercies 
are wisely directed to effect this blessed object, 
we can " rejoice with joy unspeakable, and full of 
glory.*' But while we rejoice in the consoling be- 
lief, that all the judgments of God will finally even- 
tuate in the reduction of <^ all the proud and all 
them that do wickedly" to obedience, let us be 
wise for ourselves, and adorn the doctrine of God 
our Saviour, by doing justly, loving mercy and 
walking humbly before God. 
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DEUTERONOMY, xxxiu. 16, 17. 

^* IM ik€ bUsiifig eonu up9n the htad 0/ J^tphy and upii the top of the 
head of him that wot separated from hit brethren, Hioglory it Ukt th^ 
JirttUng of hit buUock^ and hit homt are like the homt of unicomt : 
wiih thetn he shall puth the people together to the ends of the earth : 
mnd they ate the ten thousands of Eph^im^ atkd they are the thousands 
of Manasseh,^^ 

The eyents which the divine historiaa has re^ 
corded, respectiog Joseph the son of the patriarch 
Jacob, form a subject remarkably instructing to 
every attentive observer. 

The treatment he received from his brethren 
was of such a peculiar cast, that Moses the prophet 
of the Lord, more than four hundred years after* 
wardf in the blessing pronounced on his family, 
makes the honorable mention of his being separat- 
ed from his brethren which we find in our text 

This memorable separation, the causes which oo 
casiojied it, the circumstances which attended it ; . 
tbe wisdom and goodness of God manifested by it, 
and the rich blessing which finally came on him in 
consequence of his having been separated from hi« 
brethren, will form laatter for th^ first gene^rdl 
aoctioo of the present 4iscowrie# 
15 
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Moved with envy, Joseph's brethren sold him to 
the Ishmelites, who were going from Gilead with 
tpies into Kgypt, where Joseph was again sold for a 
bond slave. The causes which seemed to occasion- 
this deadly envy were the following. Joseph was 
ibt son of his father'^ old age^ and until about the 
time of his being sold, the only child of the belov-^ 
ed Rachel. It seems rather difficult to determine 
whether Benjamin was bom, or not at this time. 
The faithful historian informs us, that '^Israel 
loved Joseph more than all his children, because 
be was the son of his old age.'* By this it would 
rather seem that Benjamin was not bom for he 
was more especially the son of Jacob's old age thao 
Joseph. But the scripture chronology suppose 
that Benjamin was born, and of course; that Rachel 
died in the one thousand seven hundred and twen- 
ty ninth year before Christ, and that Joseph was 
sold the same year. Such is the nature of partial- 
ity it seldom avoids being seen. It was so visible 
in Jacob's conduct, that it created an unhappy jeaK 
ousy in the minds of the rest of the family, so that 
they << bated Joseph, and could not speak peacea- 
bly unto him." 

Nor was this parental partiality tiie only occa- 
fion of that cruel envy which moved Joseph^s 
brethren against him ; for we are informed that 
heaven inspired him with two remarkable dreams, 
which evidently suggested the idea of his future 
superiority over l^a, and. their bowing down to 
him as to a superior^ An envious mind is atways 
in the dark. Had these brethren been wise, they 
would have seen no occasion to be angry at their 
brother. If thek* father was imprudent enough to 
indole an improper partiality in favor of the son 
of his <Ad age, it was far from right to hate the son 
for the feult of tJ)e father. If they supposed ihe 
dreams which their brother toM were not divinely 
dictated, but were •itiiier^firuits.of vaininiagin*- 
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ittioiis, er oirfy conliiml up io wder to decoivte^ 
they migl^ lm¥e sayed thanifelTes anj trouble bj 
being content to waifc with patioice until time 
ibottlil shew the foUy of aH raefa rain afttenpteot 
knagmfttions^ — But tiieir hearts were not nght; 
they therefoie toodc tber wrong way, tbe broad 
road that leads to destructieii. 

Full of burning, eovy and iodigaatioii these bm*^ 
threii left the fiiraiiy ckcle, the sacred tent of 
venerable Israel^ in the rale of Hebran, and want 
to feed their fitther's iock at Shecfaem. 

NotwittBlandiiig Jacob fek a partiatitj for 
Joseph) he was by no awaas umnindml of his^ other 
chik&eB. He fieU a solicitmis concern for tbe wsir 
foie of his absent sons, and proposed to JmcbIi 
Attt be should go to Shechem to enquire for bis 
hMthrea's health and prosperity* The tenderuo- 
suspicious youth was as ready to obey as tbe fothw 
was to ccNQOBEiand. Without tbe least hesitatioB 
or suspicion h» sat off on this errand of lore. Li^ 
tie did the Teuerable patriarch think what treatr 
sent awaited the darling of his heart ; little did he 
Mien think of the sorrows which were to oyerwhefao 
his soul. Little did the tender child anticipate the 
cru^ sufferings which were* to reward his filial 
obecKence aod fraternal affection* Litlle did he 
tfaMk, when he parted with his fother in the ioTeiy 
Tale of Hebron^ that he should see Imn no more 
tSI lie should en^race hioi in a strange land, where 
he should be a father to his fother, and the lord 
and support ef his brethren. 

When he c»vie to Shechenihe was informed that 
his brethren had remoTod to Dothan where he im- 
BsediaAeiy refMiired and found them. But here in 
roofli of meetii^ the friendly eye andtheaflfection- 
ate sraUe, and lining kindly welcomed to peaeeftd 
tabts of huable fl^pbeids, he behcMs the eye of 
anger kindled with envy, the dpuded brow of 
wrath foreboding an awfol storm, the dread inyage 
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of hate' drawn in each visage. In Tain does he 
turn his innocent eye from one to another in search 
of a kind protector. He is violently seized ,strip* 
ed of his coat of many colours and cast into a pit 
that was in the wilderness. This done, lhese*uii- 
natural brethren sat down to eat bread. 

Here we may observe the wisdom and goodnen 
of God in making use of one sinful passion to con- 
trol another so as to cause the wrath of man to 
praise him, and to restrain the remainder. Divine 
providence so ordered, that at this hour the tra- 
veling merchants from Gilead arrived at thb place^ 
which suggested the idea of selling .Toseph. These 
murderous brethren had formed the determination, 
in the first place, to take his life outright ; but 
Reuben wishing to deliver him out of their Imnds, 
proposed to cast him into the pit, where their de- 
termination was to let him die. But now avarice 
gains so much on anger, as by promising to rid 
them forever of their fear of becoming at all de- 
pendent on Joseph, that they consent to sell him 
foErtwenty pieces of silver.' To attempt to de* 
scribe the feelings of Joseph on this trymg occa- 
sion would be in vain. Poor solitary youth, not 
an earthly friend in Ihe wide world that could ex- 
tend to him the arm of deliverance, or even speak 
one consoling word. " Separated from bis bre- 
thren," he now moves along with his unfeeling 
masters, but with what reluctant steps. No doubt 
he casta lingering eye of compassion on his perse- 
cutors, and how hard was the thought that be 
should see them no more. With what painful re- 
flections did his thoughte return to the pareqtal 
tent in the lovely vale of Hebron, how did his bo- 
som swell with grief when the pangs of everlasting 
adieu to the sacred circle of home, country ai^ 
liberty pierced his tortured soul ? But with his 
brethren were very different reflections. They 
had fortunately sold their fears for twenty piecea 
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of sUver. As the object of their enry receded 
from their sight, they sought repose in a refuge of 
lies and deceit They now felt secure from the 
humiliating thou^t of ever bowing down to their 
brother or of seeing their father's fondness exercis- 
ed over the child of his old age* They now rend 
the coat of many colours^dip it in blood and carry 
it to their father. He knows the garment, and ex« 
claiais ; " it is my son's coat ; an evil beast hath 
devoured him ; Joseph is without doubt rent in 
pieces." He mourns the untimely death of his 
son, determined to refuse all comfort, and to go 
down to the grave, to his son mourning. 

Let us now notice the remarkable instances of 
the wisdom and goodness of God roaniferted in all 
this sinful, disastrous conduct of the cruel sons of 
Israel, and in the partiality of the over fond father. 

According to rational calculation, we may sup- 
pose, that if the father of this family had preserved 
an impartial regard for his children, it would have 
been the means of lengthening its tranquility. If 
Joseph had not dreamed and told the dreams which 
served to kindle the fire of envy in his brethren's 
hearts, it seems reasonable to suppose that they 
might all have lived harmoniously and in peace. 
But how evident it is that God overruled all these 
circunmtances and events for the good of all con- 
cerned. How evident it is that the divine wisdom 
bad the directing of all these affairs. Joseph is 
now safe in Egypt the country of his future glory, 
excellency ami usefulness, but a bond slave, a 
menial servant Who could believe that this de- 
graded condition lay on his road to fame ? But 
now consider him accused by his mistress of an 
infiimous crime, consider him cast into prison. 
Here again the criminality and deceit of bis ac- 
cuser is all controled by heaven for the honor of 
God, the good of millions, the exaultation of the 
innocent sufferer and the celebration of ages. 
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intD the same prison vphere Jo«epli wn boond;. 
the king cart hn chief butler and chief baker^ 
whose dreams Joseph interpreted agreeably to tliB 
final rerdict of his majesty. But tie chief biiiler, 
contrary to the reque^ of ir^tured Joseph, was ao 
elated with being again restored to £»vor and office^ 
Ibat he forgot the young prisoner wfao for two &il 
3PeaFs more lay in the prison, until the Aremo^ of 
Pharoah brought him to the butler's recoUectiom 
a was about fourteen years from tfie time Jieaeph 
left the sweet and tranqwl habitatien of his belov^ 
«h1 ftither to the time be was brou^M out of priaoa 
in Egypt, to stand befote hie majesty the kingrto 
interpnst those remai^able dreams by whiok he was 
wan^ of seveti yeers of great plenty, iriAdk 
ahoukl be followed with seven more ik famine^ 
llie wisdom which appeared in this long afflicted 
Hebrew brought him into £iTorwitb Phasoah, who 
appointed^him to be o^er his own house and to 
i>ale his people according to his wiH. 

During the seven years of pfenty Joseph used sudi 
f rudence and economy as to lay up vast quantities 
of corn in store against the long and severe fimiine 
which he foresaw would visit tbe land. 

When the dearth came it was not confined to 
Egypt, but extended over all the face of the earth, 
so that all countries were dependent on f^vpt for 
bread. Tbe famine was sore in the land of Canaan^ 
«Dd pale hunger began to threaten tbe extenss?^ 
bovsehold of Jacob and his sons. Jaeob therefoM 
said to his sons ; '< Why do you look one upon 
another ? I have heard that there is eorn in Egypt : 
get you down thither, and buy for us from tiM^nce ; 
that we may live and net die." They came into 
^ypt and into the presence of Joseph ; but he was 
so altered in the space of about twenty one years, 
or perhaps more, and as they had no thotigki of 
seeing him at all, and especially no emectation of 
IhKlii^ hiQ] the lord of all the land o£ JBgypi^ the/ 
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nol knowUni* Wben they niiiB hcSon mny 
^tbey bowed down tbemselves befwe fahn iirhb 
ftrar feces to the earths' Joseph kaew fan faretfareiii 
tbey were men who had attained to yewt befeee^ 
lie was separated from them, and bad not altered so 
imicb bat he knew thenu He now ssfw his first 
dveam fulfilled^ All bb bretfaren who were eoH* 
Mro towMds faim^he now sees on their feces befose 
kuB. He treated them roughly, not bscanse r^ 
vei^ wasin his heart, bat to try tfaeni. He re- 
iMed Sioomm until the rest should return to the 
p^ief of Ibeir femSies, and bring Benjaimu dowft 
to Egypt* They then conversed among th^ih 
selves, in tbe Hebrew longue, which they suppose 
edJo8^>h did fiot understand, of their sin agmnst 
tiisir brolber, and were* satisfied that tfaey were 
visited mth evil for their iniquity. Joseph «&* 
dmstood all they said, and was greatly moved wMi 
compassi^Q. After many trials and sore diiBcut* 
ties, at the second time, when aU the sons q€ Isn«l 
were together, and Joseph had the pleasure of see- 
ing bis OTother Bei^amin, perhaps for the first tiiaey 
lie made hinutelf iniown to them. He could no 
longer contain himself; he wept aloud and said un- 
to tm brethren, *< I am Joseph ; doth my fatiber yet 
live? And his brethren could not answer kim; 
for tiiey were troubled at his presence. And 
Josqph said unto his brethren, come near to ne i 
pray you : and they came near. And he said I 
an Joseph your brother, whom ye sold iirto 
iUpFpt Now therefcnre, be not grieved, nor an* 
ay with yourselves, that ye sold me hither ; for 
God did send me before you to preserve Kfe . ■ ■»< 
And be fell upon his brother Benjamin's neck, and 
iwpt ; and Beniamin wept upon his neck. More-* 
erviw be kissed all his Ineonren and wept upon tbem: 
and sAer that hk bretfaren talked withhnn.^' 

As tbe bearer k femiliar with the account of this 
most intevestiog subject^ we may not belwthet 
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particular. ' It is.recoUected that the whole ftmilj^ 
came down to Egypt and were nursed by Joseph 
and supported by his bounty. Now was his secood 
dream accompKafaed. 

Let us notice in this place, the words of Joseph 
before recited ; '^. God did send me before you to 
preserve life." Is it not evident,, my brethren, 
that the infinitely wise, powerful, and good God 
made use of the partial fondness of Jacob as a 
Bsean to move Joseph's brethren against him ? Is 
k not evident that the same divine Being inspired 
Joseph with the two dreams which represented his 
brethren's submission to him, and also that of their 
father and mother, for the purpose of bringing 
about the event of Joseph's being sold into Egyptl 
Is it not clear beyond all doubt, that all the wick- 
edness, envy,hard heartedness, and deceit of which 
the ten brethren were guilty was controledby the 
wisdom and goodness of God in a manner to pro- 
mote the highest honor of the divine name, and. the 
best interest of those most perverse and wicked 
men ? And must it not be gratefully acknowledged, 
that all the afflictions which came on Jacob and 
his family, and the afflictions of Joseph wev%^ de* 
signed by our heavenly Father, for the good of all 
these sufferens ? It seems necessary to call the at- 
tention of the hearer to the considerrtion of the 
following questions : Does the argument which we 
here maintain give to the divine Being a good 
character ? Is it safe to have so much coi^dence io 
God as to believe, that he manages all the coi^ 
cerns of men in a way to promote their best inter- 
est ? Is God so transcendantly kind as to turn our 
own faults to our advantage ? Or will you say, 
that this jdoctrine is not only too good to be true, 
but of dangerous tendency, as it lays no restraiirt 
on men, but promises them good fox their evil f 
Reply : Is this doctrine any better than was the 
Mnduct of God towards those envious bfethren 
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lAa ioM Jmefh ? And did not thew brelhrea ex^ 
peneDce a moit jurt and ample retributioo for 
link sifiSt befiore they entered into tlie enjoyment 
of the divine fevcnr which was brought about by 
wans of their foUy ? Is not tfab doctrine exactly 
wln^ the go^>el holds up and requires! Are we no( 
MwMen to lendw evU fisr evil? And are we not 
roiiiBMBided to wnder good for evil ! <' Be not 
WrcooK of evil ; but overcome evil with good«" 
The blesBuig tbatcftoie on Joseph seem to have 
been, in all respe<^ what his solferii^ seemed to 
^toerve^ aa ample as his love, and as extensive as 
Usreasonabfe deoies* To have it in his power to 
leward his Inetfaien with all the favour which their 
aeeesaities required for all the evil he had leceirad 
at thekr battds, to make every necessary provision 
for his^M^ fiitber and the whole of his numerous 
finaly, from which he bad been so long separated, 
tadef snpiplyin^ many counlriasi with bread dur- 
iaga fisnine which must have swept off thousands 
^inaoeesrt ehiklreni whh vart multitudes of otheis, 
had it not been for the tseasuraa irfaich were 
Wd up by his wisdom and liberally dispensed by 
Us goodness, seems to have been m large and as 
'rid) a biassHie as could be deskecL 

To show, 1^ the laa^mge of our toxt, that 
Moses bad a meaning in view> beyond whatre- 
apaeted the Ikerality of the sali}eet/and to ap^ 
our text to Jesus, who was separated from his bre- 
thm, §amm the second general section of this dis^ 
course. 

""His glory is like thefirsaiog of his bullock, 
Md Us hmns are Kke the boms of unicorns : with 
^Ihem sball he pi^ tbe peo{rfe together to the ends 
^tbe earth: and they are the ten thousands of 
J^teahn, and they are tbe thousands of Maoasseh." 

The iMlingof cattle is similar to the first born 

•fflaogsaea. The first bom <rf a faimly possessed^ 

'^ hmk rk^ a jmvilege over the youoffari af4n 
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the case of Esaii and Jacob* The first born seem- 
ed to have a power of ruling^, and of havin^he 
younger branches df the family in subjection, ^he 
first ^i*n was also considered holy unto God, as 
were the first fruits of the field ; and the holiness 
of the first born and of the first fruits was the holl- 
tiess of all which were represented by them. This 

Eart of (he teit, which relates to Ibfe firstling of the 
ullock) may v^jry fitly be applied to Joseph as 
well as Jesus, who is styled the " first born amon;| 
inanv brethren, the first born from the dead, and 
the first born of every creature.** 

Joseph seems to have obtained the birth right of 
the first bom by a divine arrangement, whereby 
he became the governor and ruler of his numerous 
family, thousj^h it is true Joseph was literally the 
first born of the beloved Rachel. His glory an- 
swered to his birth right, for we see him the ruler 
and kind father of his brethren. 

But why should Moses say ; " bis horns are as 
tlie horns of unicorns : with them he shall push. the 
people together to the ends of the earth: and they 
are the ten thousands of E^hraim, and they are 
the thousands of Manasseh ?** By horns, no doubt 
power was intended. But how shall the power of 
Joseph push the people together to the ends of 
the earth ? Apd how is it that all people ihus unit- 
ed are the ten thousands, and thousands^ of tbe 
two sons of Joseph ? 

This language and these sentiments are suppos- 
ed to apply to Jesus in the following ftianner. As 
the horns of unicorns are the most powerful arnbng 
beasts, they are used to represent the powcfr of the 
Saviour. And as it is said, <^ with them shiill he 
push the people together to the ends of the earth," 
It means the same as was expressed by Jacbb con- 
cerning the Shiloh unto whom the gathering of the 
people should be ; and the sartie as expressed by 
Jesus himself, tvhen te said ; «< Aiidl, it I he l^ed 
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ttp Irom ^e eqrtii will draw ^1 ami unto me^!* 
The same is expressed by St.. Paul to the Ephesiatis 
as follows ; <.' Haviog made known unto us tbe 
ina^ty of his will, according to bis eood pleasure» 
which be hatb purposed in himself: that in the 
dispensation of the fullness of times, he might ga-^ 
tber together in one all things in Christ, both which 
are in heaven, and which are on earth ; even in 
.him/' 

Jews and Gentiles tbuB gathered into Jesus are 
,8aid to be ibe ten thousands of Epbraim and the 
thousands of Manasselu The two sons of Joseph 
are here used to "tepresent the two families, Jews 
.and Gentiles, which in their fullness, are the chil- 
dren of the ^^everlasting Father and Prince of 
peace.'* 

When Jacob blessed the two , sons of Joseph, 
beit^ blind,' Joseph was careful to present Ma-» 
nasseh, the first born, to Jacob's right hand and 
Ephraim, the ypunger, to his left, that the first 
born might receive the appropriate blessing which 
belonged to his bir^h rignt ; but Jacob witting'ly 
crossed his hands and laid his right hand on ihfi 
bead of Ephraim. and hb left Cfu the head of Ma- ^ 
nasseh. At this, Joseph endeavored to remove his ^ 
father's hands, and informed him that his le/t hand 
was on the head of the fijpt born ; to . which he re- 
plied; " I know it, my son, I know it ; he also shall 
become a people, and he also shall be great ; but 
truly bis younger brother shall be greater than 
.he, and his seed shall become a multitude of na- 
tions." Thus Moses in our text, when expressing, 
.the multitudes of Gentiles and Jews, in Christ Jesus, 
.says : " They are the ten thousands of Ephraini 
aad they are the thousands of Manasseh.' The 
Jews were first reckoned the children of God, and 
Israel is called God's first born ; but the first are 
last and the last first. The Gentiles take the lead 
M the gospel dispensation, for not until the fulineu 
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of the GneD^s h come in -will *^ -MiveKr 
come ovt of Zioo and torn away. vngo^neM 
from Jacob. 

In considering Joseph and the tilings cowMmflg 
hire as applicaUe to Jesus and his ministry we 
find an extensive field opened before m, a field 
fruitful as a garden, in all the most beautiful flowera 
of divine representations, and in the frutt»of gracp^.- 

The visions of the holy prophets, in vrhieh they - 
saw the extensivie .empire of the Sayioiir of tm' 
worlds the subjection of all Uie nations of the earlft 
te his divine and glorious goTemaient; seem to be 
represented by tbs dreams of Joseph, which served* 
to kindle hjb lurethren's hearts with envy« The do* 
claration from heaven^ which designated Jesos ah: 
the beloTed 8on of God in whom the Vather is wett 
pleased, seems to be represented by Jacobus Iotw' 
for Joseph. — How angry it made the Bcribev, the 
Pharisees, the priests and the doctors of the law,' 
that Jesus should pretend to be the Son of God^ 
A man by no means of their standing ; why should 
be pretend to be the kiq^ of Israel ? they were am 
determined not to have this nmn to rule orer them sto 
Joseph's brethren were that he should not mfe ovier 
them. As Joseph was separated bom his brethren, * 
so was Jesus separated froin his ; as Joseph was 
sold for money, so was Jesus'; as Josejdi was the 
gracious saviour of the whole fiunily of promise, 
so is Jesus the Saviour of Uie whole fiifmly ^ d 
heaven and earth." 

My brethren, look, see the future saviour of'tbe 
family of Israel, leaving his brethren in Dotban to 
go down to Egypt a slave, to see them no more 
until he sees them as his humble subfects, andia 
acknowledged their lord and protector; then Ioc^l • 
again and see the blessed Jesus, bearing his cross, 
going bound to Calvary,separated from Ins brethren 
and from all the living, to see them not again until 
in a glorious resurrection state, he appeant ^^(te 
JUord from heavettt" 
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Ii0t Mrliem UHrfniiilyoD Ihe grace and plan of 
Mdnrtieabf Jeraii Ohrist, as represented by tb^ 
temporal sahation wrought by Joseph. Josepk 
was jqypoltited by heaven to be tb^ saviour ofaU 
hm firtlmV house. He wai m feet the saviour of 
ktt brethwn before they kne^ biniin Egypt. He 
hud tmasured tip a supply of bread during the 
seven years of plenty for thousands who were not 
tbeo born# He was the saviour of vast muUitudes^ 
by tbe nMrdfotappoiatuiefit of heaven, who wetfe 
fo Idm^ aiid who knew bira not. AH the 
Mb brrtiiren canie to Egypt^ Joseph^ 
^appomted'satiourof tfaens and of their lit- 
tle ones. It was just as certain that they would 
aU partake >of the rich- bounties of Joseob, isven 
b^lore the famkie coronieiieed as it wad after they 
-ware zH rembved into the laad of Goshen. 

How wfai^ r^sooable objeiction can there be to 
the semUnefit, that the grace ef 6od,and the sebeiae 
of man's spiritual salvation ^^is ordered in aU 
tidflgUi'' aitd rendered assure as tbe temporal sal* 
vsaiioB^ the house <tf Iscaei was 4n the scheme 
?rfaidi we have noticed t 

JoB^^s bKtfaren did not believe that they, their 
vmes and Hi^nr lictle ones were all to be fed from 
the bounty of bkn wbdni they bad so cruelly 
treated and sold into Sgypt. But what power had 
tbeir ignorance and unwlkf to frustrate tlie divine 
pfan III which thsir Welfare was secured ? It is 
true, they could not enjoy a confidsnce in their 
brother mrtil they knew mm and were assured of 
hni forgiveness ; but be was as truly their brother 
and friend during tiiek igooifance and unbelief as 
be was after he bad made faknself known to Uiem. 
Isk not equally true, that Jesus is the sinner's friend 
and Saviour as trulj^ during the season of ignorance 
and unbelief as he is after faith is given ? 

The name of Joseph in Egypt was sj^nonymous 
%iA bread, H was syAonymons with life ; and in wi 
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#lber oaiiie wistiiiere aoy cc^denoe^ All paw^ 
ifk i^ypt WMCOfioutted iqto the bapds of JpiepK 
Diere was* no otl^r name given wberebv th^ life ot 
Ibe people could be ^aved* Is not all this true ia 
iph'it I'eflpectiog the. name of Jesus, is it not nyooor 
yraous witb Satviour ? U not this the brefKl of God 
%bidi came down from heaven» and ga?e life to 
>ibe world? 

Inhifl wiseaad graciowappoiotix^ntt ibe God of 
iieeTen gave life to-milliona in Joaepb before thfry 
tirere hwu ; ^ and this is the record tba^ God |iat& 
given unto ufi eternal life, apd tbis.Iife is in bU Son.'* 
;Tb]s life was tbe life of tbe wc^d from tbe bcjgj^ 
iiiiiff« This was our life befoi^e we came into, tiiii 
worid, and tbe unborn ages to come are ^ua^lx 
Entitled to all its blessings. 
^ The envy, Ifae.hatped, the deadly enmity of Ji|- 
feph's iH^tbren towards bim» outdid do no piore 
tiMm was necessary to promote bis glory and ad- 
vanee bim itt tbe way of tbe divine appointmeni* 
80 all tbe ertiel envy, hatred and persecution prac- 
tised on the blessed J esiis, by bis enemies^ only ad- 
vanced bini towards that glory that during ^terof^ 
ages will continue to brigbHen and beautify the. ra- 
tional creation of God. As we may notice tbts 
sufa^t in part in our next lecture, t^bich will be op 
ilie subject of bUspbemy against the Uo]y Gbos|» 
we may be brief. 

< How tender are tbe words of Jpsep^ tp tbose 
who bad bated bim without a caiise : <* Come neiu: 
to me I pray you.'V This is the language of .tlw 
blessed Jestis in tiie Goq>el of bis graoeu He «pea^a 
to every sinner, sAyiog, ** come neto to me I pp« 
you.*' Tbe apostle says ** we pray you in Christ^ 
alead, be ye reconciled to God ; lor be hath made 
bim ifi be sin for m, who knew no air^ tliat we might 
be made the rii^hteouaucsa of God in him/' 

As we have seen that the blessing which came 
upon the head of Joseph, was in ajl req[>ectiB^ 98 
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kr)^ and rich 89 could be deiked, nmyire fiB| 
belieye with confid^ncef, that the Redeemer wiU M 
folly «<see of the travail of bis soul and be saiiified^' 
If in room of that most interesting accovnt of ttto 
humble submission of all Joseph's enemies to faic|i» 
we were informed tiiat three only were e^er brought 
to repentance, and to be humble before bins, and 
also to receive of his bounty, could we consider 
hk reward to be equal to what the present ac^ 
ibunt makes it ? Would it be possible, in tbk cas« 
to see how his dreams wete fiilfiUed ? His sheaf 
stodd upright, and all his brefbren^s sfaeayea mad4 
Obeiffince to it. Th^ sun, and the moon, and* tbt 
eleven stars made obeisance unto him. With leak 
Iban the submission of all could these heayen^ii»* 
spired dreams have fully come to pass ? With 
ill this was he blessed, and bles^din the swdet en- 
joyment of a fl^r^ing' spirit, and' in the victory 
that spirit gained over the affections of bis breth« 
tetu Moreover, he was bountifully blessed itf his 
l%erieif bestowments on hi? defpeodant brethren. — 
They were all blessed in him, but be was the most 
blessed of all : fdr " it is more blessed to give than 
to receive.**' Thus we believe, that with less than 
fte reconciliation of all men to Jesus, the faithftl 
wor^ of all God's holy prophets since the worM 
))egan, who have spoken of the restitution of all 
things, can never be AilfiUed. Nor 4$an Jesos seie 
oTtrotrafs^bf his soul and be satisfied with less 
than the humble submission to bis laws, of sill 
*ho bavd ever been his enemies. We believe, and 
believing we t-ejbice, that the kind Redeemer shall 
finally l^ blessed with the ftiU enjoyment of for- 
giving' the' iniqaifies of all his enemies, of 
feeding thein al his own table, with the bread of 
everlasting life. All wiH be blessed in him ; ** aH 
nations shall csill him blessed ;" but be shall be the 
most blessed ;df all, as it is '^ more ble?sed to give 
than to i-ecieive.*' . 
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BlMwd were tte people that hend the jayful 
lidings, thettbeie was oorn io Egypt How did 
tlie.bu8faftiid'fl betrt leap for joy, that the con^pan- 
kin of hit botom should not << perish with hunger T' 
How unspeakably happy were pMieiUs maAe when 
aasufed that their diildreii could be supplied with 
bread! More blessed alill are the ^psople wiio 
ktiow the joyftil sound,'^ of the gomel bi J^aua^ 
and walk k the light of the Lord. Ftaireiits look» 
'behold the shepfamd ef Israel taking your littia 
childrea in his arms, and sayiiw *^ « such is tb^ 
kin^om of heaven.'' Bakf the nsen Saviour '«ga 
ye into all the worki and pMicb the gospel to ev» 
ery creature." Tes, mf Sa&a^ yon aie ail w«l- 
aoine to the biead of life ; and 

"« Chnrt haOi tent ae to imift jou, 

«« To a rich tod eost^ feMt^i ^ 
'^ Let not ahani^ nor pnde prevMt you,. 

^^ Come, ths'iich proTiooa taste.^' 
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MATTHEW^ xii. 31, 32. 

** Wher^^ iMff vnio you^ jiU manner of sin and bkuMketMf ihaU he 
forgitm vnio men : fry/ the hktspkemif against the Holy Ohoet ehaU 
iftt he forgiven tmio men, Jhid whosoever ^^eaketh a word against 
He Sen ^ num, it sksM he forgiwen him : biU wfiosoettr sfSaketh 
<VMif the Hol$ Ohost^ it sh<M not he forgiven Am, neither in thii 
vHi, nmther w tiU worm to teme,'*'* 

(knt Smwixr spake the wonfa of our text in h|S 
lejdy to the Pbariseesy who said of him, '< th is fdU 
low doth Dot cast out devils but by Beelzebub, the 
prince of the devils/' 

The circumstance which led the {)harisees to 

Kak as we have just n<»ticed was the followingt 
ere was brought unto Jesus one possessed with 
a devil, blind and dumb : and he healed him, in^o-: 
much that the blind and dumb both spake and 
lair. And all the people were amazed, and said, 
is not this the son of David? That is, isn9tthii 
nan who casts out devils and works so nmny mi- 
racles the Messiah or Christ of whom the law and 
tbe prophets have spoken? AsthePharueeswer* 
bitterly opposed to Jesus, this exclamation firoai 
17 



Digitized by 



Google 



(he people gare them great uneasiness, for as 
much as the people were in favor of Jesus, so 
much they must be in opposition to the phariseea. 
In order, therefore, to prevent the people from 
believing in Jesus, the rharisees said that he cast 
but devils by Beelzebub, the prince of the devils. 

It seems that the miracles of Jesus were so evi- 
dent, so open, so undisguised, that his keenest eyed 
enemies found no chance of success with the peo- 
ple by denying the facts of the miracles; thcq^ 
must, therefore, deceive the people by some other 
meamu In the case of the miracle wrought on the 
man that was born blind, they seemed to aoubt the 
fact of his having been born blind ; but having 
called his parents and received their testimony, 
they were compelled to believe the fact ; but they 
•aid to the man to whom sight had been given, <* give 
God the praise, we know that this man is a sio- 
Den'* It was coirtended, that as this miracle was 
performed oi the sabbath day, he who wrought it 
could not b6 of God. If the Pbiirisees could per- 
suade the people that Jesus was ^ sinner, notwith- 
standing all the miracles which he did, they were 
sure that th^ pebpte would not believe that be #as 
the Messiah promised. But it seems that the peo^ 
pie hdd discemniebt eitou^ to raise the questioiif 
** How can a man that is a sinner do such m&acles r* 
This question must receive some sort of ad an- 
swer ; and altnost any thing Would do that supet^ 
dtllion Would countenance, for the conmion pe<i^ 
pie Supposed that these Pharisees and learned doc 
totil of the IftW, being g(^fy people and of deep dis* 
certmient must know. When, therefore, their wid« 
doih suggested that the miracles of JeiSus were eP 
fbcted by the agcncj^ of the prince of the devils, H 
Wiw.by no means difficult for the people to giv* 
credit to the opinion, for they were already fixed 
in the superstitious notions of devils. 
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Tbe declaratSon, ibat Jesui CfisC put devib by 
Beelzebub, the prince of the deTils, was a declara^ 
fioo directly against the spirit and power by wfaid| 
ihe miracle was effected* In reply to this tbm 
8a?iour reasoned in his usual» natural, plain an4 
energetic manner, as follows : " Every kingdooi 
divided against itself is brought to desolation : an4 
every city or house divided against itself shall noi 
itand : And if Satan cast out Satan, he is divide^ 
against bimself ; bow shall then his kingdom stand ? 
4lQd if J[ by Beelzebub cast out devils, by whon^ 
do your children cast them out T therefore they 
idialf be Tourjudges. But if I cast out devils by 
tbe Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God is come 
unto you* Or else, how cati one enter into a strong 
mao's house, and spoil bis goods, except he first 
bind the strong mao ? and then be will spoil bia 
bouse. He that is not with me, is against me ; and 
be that gathereth not with me, scattereth abroad.*^ 
Tbeo follow the words of our text, which, when 
cc^dered in the connection in which they are 
ibuod, plainly indicate that the Pharisees, who said 
Ibat Jesus cast out devils, by Beelzebub, the prince 
of the devils, did, in so sayings speak blasphemy 
Igaiost the Holy Ghost* 

We shall now proceed to enquire why this sin 
or bla^hemy against the Holy Ghost, by which 
tbe miracles of Jesus were wrought could not afi 
easily be forgiven as any other sin or blasphemy. 
It b generally contended that this sin against the 
Holy Ghost cannot be forgiven because it is so 
nuich more heinous than all other sins ; but be- 
cause this is the general opinion it is no proper 
evidence of its l^ing true. Has it ever been 
proved that this blasphemy is more heinous than 
other sins ! The speaker feels solicitous that the 
hearer mav be disposed, on this subject, toadmit of 
iiothifig without proof. We are not only at liber* 
ty to jeeject all id»aa which have been established 
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by tradition without proper evidence, but it is our 
religious duty so to do. Let it then be prored 
that this sin as;ainst the Holy Ghoet couid not be 
forgiven the Pharisees as easily as any other sin 
that they committed, because this sin was mbr6 
heinous than any other, and then weXvill believe it;^ 
but not before. But it is contended that this sin 
is certainly greater than any other, because it is 
committed against greater Kght, Here again we 
call for proof. Are we informed in the scripture, 
that this sin is committed against greater ligfat 
than any other ? No, we have no such irrfbrmatian. 
It is granted that learned divines, so called, have 
made very nice calculations respecting the degrees 
of divine light and knowledge which were requir- 
ed in order to enable a person to commit this sin ; 
but then we must be just enough to these pious 
doctors to allow them the whole of the credit due 
to such profound researches, for they alone are en- 
titled to it ; they have had no help from divine reve- 
lation. On the other hand it is our duty to receive 
nothing which they have said on this subject as the 
least evidence in the case. Let us look at the sub- 
ject candidly. The Pharisees spake against Jesus, 
and said, ** we know that this man is a sinner.'* — 
Again, they spake against the spirit by which be 
wrought miracles, and said ; ** this fellow dotb not 
cast out devils but by Beelzebub, the prince of the 
devils.'* Now have we any evidence to believe 
that these Pharisees had any more light or divine 
knowledge when they spake the latter sentence, 
than when they spake the former t No, we have no 
such intimation. Why then, you #itl ask^ mij^t 
not this sin be forgiven as easily or as soon as other 
sins ? We still continue to i^ply negatively and 
say, not because this sin is greater or more heinous 
than other sins ; this we have a right to say, be- 
cause the divine word gives no authority to the 
contrary. Furthermore, if the divine forgiveness 
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flow from (he infinite fulness of grace io God, the 
supposition thai some sins are so sltnall that they 
csD be forgiveoy but that others are so great thai 
tliey cannot be forgiven, is a flagrant violation of 
reason. If some sins are small and others large 
as tbey compare together, it is plain that the sm^l 
cannot be infinitely great, and it follows of course 
that the largest cannot be infinite if the small bear 
any proportion to them. JNfow if all sin be of the 
finite character of the mortal sinner, is it not ab- 
rard to pretend that some sins are too great for the 
infinite goodneus of God to for^ve T The scripture 
is plain on this subject See baiah, L 18. << Come 
DOW, and let us reason together, saith the Lord : 
Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as 
white as snow ; tliough they be red like crimson, 
tbey shall be as wool." The most natural sense 
of this text is, that though the sin of the people 
were of the deepeirt dye, they might be washed 
away. How then is it proper to explain our text 
in a way to contradict this evident testimony 7 The 
forerunner of Jesus said of him ; *' Behold the 
Ijamb of God that taketh away the sin of the 
world/* Here is no exception, no reserve. The 
beloved disciple says; " It we confess our sins, he 
is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. — The blood of 
Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.*' 
In these passages there is mention made of the sin 
of the world, of all sin and of all unrighteousness, 
and the power of the blessed Son of God is honor- 
ed as being sufficient to overcome the whole, with- 
out any exception* 

If the hearer will be careful enough to attend to 
a particular method of argument on this subject, 
we will endeavor to prove from the divine oracles 
that it is the design of the Saviour to cleanse every 
sinner bf the human race from all sin, not excepting 
the sin against the Holy Ghost If the hearer say, 
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<bNt this aii^pfoeitf k off of oitr «ttltj«cl^ and ilwl 
what be wishes to know is, why the blafiphemy 
9£ainst the Holy Ghost may not be fomvePt or 
why it could not be forgiveo as soon a9 outer mif^ 
he may be told, that the arguoieDt proposed i« 
thought to be necessary in order to settle toe quea^ 
iioQ whether the sin against the Holy Ghost is eTer 
to be forgiven according to the scrip turep. If w« 
find that this ^ will eventually be washed awaj 
bj^ the blood of Christ, then our main auestioii 
will be to ftscertain why it could not be foiiEiTei^ 
^ neither in this world, neUber in the wond ta 
come.'* 

St Paul in his Jst EpisUe to TioiQthy lava it 
down as an important fact in the great truths ot 
the gospel, that Jesiis, the Mediator between Go4 
fnd men, had ^iven himself a raqsoi;n for all men, 
to be testified in due time. To the Ephesians h^ 
lays it down as an important fact, that Christ loTe4 
the church and gave himself for it. By these two 
passages we have it proved th^t all mad constitute 
the church of Christ which he b»Ui purchased wit^ 
his own blood. This apeeisalsofrttb this Apostlie'v 
declaration to the ConnUiians i << I would have yoii 
to know, that the head of every man b Christ.*^ 
To the Hebrews be says, that Jesus, bv the grac« 
of God tasted death for every man ; and the telov^r 
ed John said, that he is the propitiation for the 
sins of the whole world* Now it is certain, that if 
Fe can prove any thing from the scriptures, wq 
have proved, by the quotations made, that tb^ 
blessed Saviour of ^ the world gave himself a ran- 
som for those Pharisees who spoke this Iflaspheaij 
against the Holy Ghost, that he tasted death for 
tTOm, and that he was the propitiation for their, 
sins. , All this is undeniably proved. We %ak Ux 
the next pls^ce, why Jesus gave himself for tb# 
church? The Apostle answers in the place quoted 
from Ephesians as follows ; '' That be mi^ saoQr 



Digitized by 



Google 



ifte 

fiff flbd ekanse M with the tiraBhing of water by ^ 
word ; tbat he might present it to himself a glori*' 
ous church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or an^ 
loch thin^ ; but that it should be holy, and with-^ 
but blemish.'' The argument amounts to this. 
Jesud gave himself for his church, he gave himself 
a ransom forthose pbarisees who spake blasphemy 
it^ainst the Holy Ghost ; they therefore belong to 
Ins church. Jesus gave himself for the church; 
that he might sanctity and cleanse it by the wasb- 
ing of water by the word. He therefore gav^ 
himself a ransom for these blasphemous pharisees, 
tbat be might sanctify and cleanse them. 

To the Romans St. Paul saysf *« As by the of- 
fence of one Judgment came upon all men to coth 
lemnation, even so by the righteousness of one 
the freejB^fl came upon all men unto justification of 
life.** Then surely by the righteousness of Jesui 
Christ, the fifecond Adam, the Lord from heaven^ 
the free gift had came on those Pharisees wfatft 
ipake against the Holy Ghost, unto justification 
w life. In this same Epistle he says ; *« For all 
have sinned and come short of the glory of God ; 
being justified freely by his grace, through the re- 
demption that is in Christ Jesus.'* Then it is evi- 
dent that all who have sinned and come short of 
fce glory of God ftre freely justified, through the 
redemption of which the Apostle here spake ; and 
if so, then those Pharisees, who sinned by bias- 
bbeming against the Holy Ghost were freely justi- 
fied, &c. 

What must be done !n this case ? Will the ob- 
jector say, that the testimony of Christ, that those 
wbo blasphemed against the Holy Ghost should 
ttol be forgiven ^ neither in this world, neither in 
^e World to come,^ plainly disproves all which 
St Paul has said on the subject f But why have 
We not equal authority to say, that what has been 
^ted from St. Pa«l disproves wbkt Jeius said %^ 
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Uie Hiaraees f What we bave quoted from the 
Aposlle is much more than what Jesus said coa* 
cerning this bla^bemy's not being forgiven. Pardon 
this form of expression ; it is designed to bring the 
hearer to consid^ bow the testimony of both Jesus 
and Paul may b« allowed to stand good as the 
faithful word of divine tiiitb. 

We may now endeavor to give the direct reason 
why this bli^pbemy could not be forgiven as soon 
as other sins. If we confine ourselves to the sense 
of icripture on thb subject we shall find that not 
only these Pharisees had a design to answer by 
speaking against the spirit by which Jesus cast 
out devils, but God himself had also a design f o 
answer by it, and therefore this sin must remaia 
unwashed away until the design of our heavenly 
Father shall be fully answered. Perhaps some 
will say, that the supposition that the divine Being^ 
had any purpose to answer by means of this blas- 
phemy is blasphemy itselfl But the speaker feels 
fully satisfied on this point of doctrine, (viz.) that 
no sin can exist a moment longer th&n it answers 
some divine purpose. We may here recollect 
what was seen when we treated in our last lecture 
on the subject of Joseph and his In^ethren. Was 
it not evidendy seen that the partiality of Jacob in 
favor of the son of his old age was controlled by 
divine wisdom to answer a good purpose ? Was it 
not seen that the envy of the sonsof Jacob towards 
Joseph was overruled for good ? Was it not 
seen that the avarice of those wicked men was 
m^de use of by divine Providence to check the 
power of anger and to promote a wise, benevolent 
object ? 

But what object, what purpose of God could 
possibly be promoted by such abominable bias* 
phemies as this of which we read in our text? 
Answer, the blindness of the house of Israel, the 
fulfilliiig of the prophecies concerning Jesus, and 
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the establishment of the gospel in the world on 

f principles consistant with prophetic testimony, 
f the religious Jews bad believed that Jesus 
wrought all his miracles by the spirit of God they 
of coarse would have received him as the Messiah. 
If they had thus received him they would not have 
rejected hua, dispised him, nor would they have 
put him to death. Then surely the testimony of 
the prophets would have proved false, and the 
scriptures written by holy men of God moved by 
the Uoly Ghost could never have gained credit 
among the Gentiles* 

As the astonishing miracles wrought by the hand 
t)f Jesus were designed by heaven as proper evi- 
dence of his Messiahship, the blasphemy of im* 
puting these miracles to the power of an evil agent 
was the only sin that could prevent the religious 
Jews from believing in Chiist. That this unbe- 
lief of the Jews was necessary for the fuUfilment 
of the prophecies we are certified by the following 
scriptures. St John, 12. << But though he had 
done so* many miracles before them, yet they be« 
lieved not on him : that the sayine of Esaias the 
pnq;>het might be fulfilled, which he spake, Lord^ 
who hath TOlieved our report ? and to whom hath 
the arm of the Lord been revealed ? Therefore 
they could not believe, because that Esaias said 
again, he hath blinded their eyes, and hardened 
their heart, that they should not see with their eyes» 
nor understand with their heart, and be converted, 
and i should heal them.'' Romans, 11. << For as^e 
in times past have not believed God, yet have novf 
obtained mercy through their unbelief; even so 
have these also now not believed, that through your 
mercy they also may obtain mercy." In the pas»- 
sage quoted from St. John we find it plainly stat^ 
ed that the unbelief of the Jews was necessary for 
the fulfillment of the prophecy of Esaias ; and fur- 
^rmore it is stated that in eonseaueiiee ^f what 
18 
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God bad done, '' they could not believe/' By tbe 
passage quoted from Romans we learn the q;>ecial 
utility of the Jews' unbelief; it was that through it 
the Geatiles might obtain mercy. As the Jews' unbe- 
lief led them to fulfil the prophcies, concerning the 
Messiah, so their unbelief presented to the Gentiles 
the proper evidence of the divinity of the scriptures 
of the prophets, and of the mission of Jesus. Here 
then we may say, we have proved that our heaven- 
ly Father has [Mainly revealed in his word, that be 
had a divine purpose to answer by means of tbe 
Jews' unbelief, which was i(y communicate his 
grace to the Gentiles. This beiqg granted, or rather 
proved, it must follow of course that when this uebe* 
lief or blasphemy has effected all which God de- 
signed by it, the merciful Father of our spirits will 
use means to remove it from the house of Israel ; 
and therefore it is said, as quoted from Romans, 
,11 ; '* Even so have these also now not believed, that 
through your mercy they also may obtain mercy." 
As the unbelief of the Jews was the means of com- 
municating mercy to the Gentiles, so in return the 
mercy which the Gentiles have by such means ob- 
tained will finally be communicated to the Jews. 
We read again in this chapter the following : « For 
I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant 
of this mystery^ that blindness In part is happen- 
ed to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be 
come in. . And so all Israel shall be saved : as it is 
written, there shall come out of Sion the deliverer, 
and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob.'' 
When the fulness of the Gentiles shall be convert- 
ed to Christ, then the blasphemy of the Jews will 
have answered the purpose for which God design- 
ed it, and then the deliverer of Israel will be sent 
out of Sion and will turn away this ungodliness 
from Jacob. 

The hearer can scarcely avoid seeing that all 
these things are made plain by the testimony of 
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divioe inspiratioii ; but many find a rery ^reat dif- 
culty in submitting to the idea that the divine Be* 
iog ever intended to answer any purpose by means 
of man's transgressioa Yet in the case of Joseph's 
l>reihreD> it is fully evident, that God made use of 
their wickedness to promote their brother to 
great power, and to give him an opportunity of 
rewarding them good for their evil towards him. 
So, also, the wickedness of the Jews, their hatred 
towards the blessed Jesus, and their blasphemy 
agaii^ the spirit by which his miracles were 
wrought all served and still serve to bring the ob- 
ject of their envy before the world of the Gentiles 
as the glorious Messiah promised in the law and 
in the prophets, and to establish the doctrine of 
God's everlasting love to sinners on a foundation 
that can never be shaken. And to crown the 
whole of this divine plan with glory and complete 
success, after this wickedness of the Jews shaU 
bave produced the efiects before noticed, the 
blessed Redeemer, will then, like Joseph, make 
hioDself known unto his brethren the Jews, saying, 
as he did to one of them, '< I am Jesus of Naxareth 
whom thou persecutest." It is worthy of notice 
that Joseph's brethren, by means of their hatred to 
him, gave a saviour to the land of Egypt and to 
many other countries ; and also, that thousands of 
Egyptians rejoiced in this most gracious saviour 
before his own dear brethren were brought to 
know him, or to partake of his bounty. So the 
Jews by rejecting their Messiah, gave a glorious 
saviour to the Gentiles who rejoice in knowing 
him and in feasting on his grace, while the Jews 
who gave him to us are weeping, wailing and 
gnasbmg their teeth. But thanks be to God, our 
Messed Saviour knows his brethren, his bowels 
yearn upon them, he has stores of com for theif 
relief, soon will ttie burst of joy be heard through 
all the Gentile church, of Jesus' making himself 
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Icfiown to his brethren. When the Sariour wept 
OTer Jerusalem, be closed his lamentation with 
these memorable words ; <^ Behold your house is 
left unto you desolate. For I say unto yoUf ye 
shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall say, blessr 
ed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord." 
' We may now enquire for the meaning of the 
following words in our text ; ** neither in this world, 
neither in the world to come." The word world 
nieans age or dispensation. Jesus spake theae 
words under the law, during the continuance of 
the legal priesthood. ** This tvarld,^* referred to 
the then present order of things, and '* the world to 
comeP to the age in which the Gentiles would be 
visited with the gospel, and the Jews excluded. 
That this is a definition of the word wolrd which 
is according to scripture the hearer may satisfy 
himself by attending to the following passages : 
In the 24th of Matthew, the disciples of Jesus asked 
him when the end of the world was to come ; and 
10 his reply he represented to them the destruction 
of Jerusalem as the end of the world, and told them 
it would take place in that generation. St. Paul in 
his £pistle to the Hebrews says, of Christ ; ^< But 
npw once in the end of the world, hath he ap* 
peared, to put away sin by the sacrifice of himr 
self.'' Other passages to the same effect may also 
be consulted at the hearer's leisure. 

It is true that some who belieye that this sin 
against the Holy Ghost will ;Bnally be forgiven, 
carry its punishment into a future world roeai^ 
ing thereby a future state of existence. But asthey, 
after all, are under the necessity of understanding 
the word world as we have explaiiied it, that is, 
to nniean a dispensation, it seems unnecessary to 
carry this sin mto a future state beyond our mor^ 
tal existence. And more especially does this ap- 
pear unnecessary, because all the benefit which it 
appears was designed to be effected by the unbe^ 
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lief of the Jews> seems eyidently to appertain to 
this state of being. If it can be made to appear 
that God has some good end to answer, by baying 
this sin, or any other exist in a future world we 
shall cordially subscribe to such a belief ; but to 
soppose that the Almighty will perpetuate any sin 
10 a future state only for the sake of tormenting his 
(!|epeiidant offspring is dbhonorable to his ever-, 
blessed and gracious name. — The opinion that the 
divine Being exercises a disposition of revenge 
towards man for sin, as a man who has received an 
kjury from his neighbor is influenced thereby to 
iigure him in return, is totally contrary to the re- 
ligion of Jesus, and is altogetiier degrading both 
to God and man. The Father of our spirits, al- 
ways exercises ov^e invariable disposition towords 
all his creatures, this disposition is love* It was 
love ttiat moved God to overrule circumstances 
so as to send Joseph into Egypt by means of his 
brethren's envy, and these brethren were the ob- 
jects of this love, and they finally enjoyed its.blessed 
fraits. The same love moved our Father in 
heaven so to overrule circumstances as to bring 
Jesus to the cross by means of the blasphemy 
mentioned in our text, and it is evidently the re- 
vealed determination of God, that (he blasphemous 
Jews ^aU richly share of the divine grace which 
they have been the means of manifesting to the 
world. God is good, and his intentions are good 
when be permits the evil passions of man to lead 
hkninto sin ; he is good, and his intentions are all 
compassionate and kind when he brings on his 
erring children the most severe of his chastisements; 
and be is also good in finally producing the pea- 
ceaUe fhiits of righteousness in those whom he 
causes to feel his rod. 

After having presented the hearer with what ap- 
pears to be the true design of the text under con- 
^ideniioDf it may be profitable to look at the com- 
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inon opinion on tKe subject and see if it hate the 
resemblance of the spirit of Christ* The com:* 
mon opinion of our text is this ; the blasphemy 
against the Holy Ghost is a sin too great to ever 
be forgiyen, and therefore the blasphemer nrnst be 

{)unis^d in a most awful state of torment eternal- 
y; or as long as God exists. But let us ask, 
why is this sin so great 1 Why may it not be for- 
given ? Why should the Almighty become^ un- 
kind to his children because they have commuted 
this sin ? Is the Almighty injured by this sin? No, 
God eanry^t be injured by his creatures. Was 
Jesus injured as much by this blasphemy as the 
common doctrine supposes those will be injured 
who committed it ? No, it is allowed Ihat Jesus 
rests in glory in heaven. Then tlie law that re- 
quires an eye for an eye does not require that the 
blasphemer should be punished world without end« 
But suppose the most awful punishment be inflict- 
ed to all eternity on those blasphemers, is this ex- 
actly according to the spirit of Jesus, who on the 
cross, prayed ; " Father forgive them, for ibey 
know not what they do ?** Jesus commanded his 
disciples to love their enemies, to pray for those 
that used them spitefully and persecuted them; is 
it according to this spirit and disposition, that he 
will torment bis enemies eternally in the merciless 
flames of fire and brimstone ? If it be safe to be- 
lieve, that Jesus will alwflys possess and exercise 
the same spirit of love and compassion, which so 
distinctly marked the character which he exhilHt- 
ed in the days of his flesh, we certainly have no 
more reason to believe that he will consign the 
blasphemous Jews to never ending torment, than 
we have to believe that every tender, fond mother 
in America will at the expiration of a short given 
time, commit her tenderest ofispring to the flames. 
Let those who contend for the common unmerci* 
ful doctrine, to the support of which the text un- 
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der consideration is usually applied, duly consider 
tlie words of Jesus, to those of his disciples, who 
manifested a disposition to command ore from 
bearen on the inhabitants of a Tillage of Samaria ; 
^ Te know not what manner of spirit ye are of ; 
. the Son of man is not come to destroy men's lives, 
but to save them.'' 

The enemy of the spirit of God and of truth 
will say in reply to the foregoing arguments, if 
these things are all so, we may sin with impunity 
and blaspheme without fear ; we may hate God, 
disr^ard hts commandments, give no heed to the 
gospel and abuse the Saviour. Though we hope 
that none present are so blind, so hard hearted, so 
dead to the spirit of truth as to make these sug- 
gestions, yet it may be serviceable to guard 
against such insinuations, as we know the opposers 
of divine truth are continually making use of them 
against the doctrine of divine love. Come then, 
and let us reason together on this subject Are 
you willing to step forth boldly and say to the 
world, that the more you believe in the goodness 
of God, the more you feel disposed to bate and 
disobey him ? The more confident you are that the 
Saviour b your unchangeable friend, the more 
you feel disposed to abuse him ? No, there is nei- 
ther male nor female in the world so morally de- 
ranged as to talk in this way. How then will the 
opposer argue ? He will say that it is his opinion 
that the doctrine contended for in this discourse is 
of dangerous tendency. But who does it danger- 
ously influence ? Certainly not the believer of it^, 
for a belief in the divine goodness tends to fill the 
believer with love to God, and love to God isithat 
alone which can lead us to obey him. Who then 
does this doctrine effect so dangerously ? If any, 
it must be the unbeliever, the opposer. Here we 
must allow the argument, in a sense^ for the 
preaching of Jesus himself tended to enrage his 
enemiest his miracles of mercy tended to opea 
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their mouths 10 blasphemy. But would it have 
be^n better not to preach the truth because it 
aturred up the opposition ? Would it have been 
better not to cast out devils because if he cast them 
out the Pharisees would blaspheme and say, that 
•• this fellow doth not cast out devils but by Beelze- 
bub, the prince of the devils ?" 

The opposer will say, perhaps, that he means 
this ; if we believe in so much goodness it will tend 
to make us worse. But this is absurd ; for eve- 
ry thing tends to its own, goodness to goodness, 
evil to evil, love to love, hatred to hatred, harmo- 
ny to harmony, discord to discord, friendship to 
friendship, enmity to enmity. 

But says the objector, according to this doctrine 
there is no punishment for sin, no, not even for this 
awful blasphemy. Here again is a mbtake. For 
nearly eighteen hundred years the Jews, the de- 
scendants of him to whom the promise of the gospel 
was made, have wandered in ** outer darkness,'' 
in consequence of this blasphemy, and how much 
longer they will continue in this unhappy situation 
none but our merciful Father in heaven knows. 
But the objector will say that these arguments do 
not suppose that the Pharisees who blasphemed in 
the days of Jesus on earth are now bummg in fire 
and brimstone for that sin in the immortal world. 
19 o, we see no evidence of Ihb. If people are pos- 
sessed with devils in the eternal world, and if Jesus 
cast out devils in that world, and these old Pha- 
risees there in that world believe and say that he 
casts out devils by Beelzebub the prince of the 
devils, then it is granted, that in the eternal world 
. they must be punished for such unreasonable folly. 

6ut, my brethren, let us. learn wisdom by the en- 
samples furnished in the word of God, and remem- 
ber that now is the accepted time, now is the day 
of salvation ; and that none but the willing and obe- 
dient cat the good of the land. 
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ROlfANS, xj. 7. 

<' Wfiat thin f hrael hath not •bt§mtd that ithich Ju ietkethfir ; but 
th^ eiecfton hath ohtaimd t/, and th9 rut ioere blinded,^ 

The desi^ io Tiew which baa led to the choice 
of this portion of divine truth, as a subject of our 
present lecture, is to investigate the scripture doc- 
trine of election, to show the strict sovereignty of 
God in electinjK some and blinding others, the 
righteousness of God in the exercise of his sover- 
^iSD^Jf dD<l to disprove the common doctrine of 
election which supposes, that our heavenly Father, 
from eternity, elected some to everlasting life, and 
predestinated others to a state of endless misery. 

Our. subject is one in which everv christian must 
feel deeply interested, as it essentially concerns the 
divine character, his revealed will concerning the 
final state of mankind, together with the ultimate 
ObJMt of the gospel of Jesus Christ. It is there* 
fore hoped that due attention and impartial can* 
dor will contribute to their utmost to a correct un- 
derstanding of the weighty subject under consid- 
ertion. 

19 
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By "the election" in' our text the Apostle 
means a remnant of the house of Israel, who bad 
obtained what the whole bad sought for, but of 
which thie greatest part had come short, being 
blinded. In the preceding chapters the Author 
bad spoken of the failure of the house of Israel in 
their endeavors to attain to the law of righteous- 
ness, and of the more favorable condition of the 
Gentiles, who though they did not follow after 
righteousness, yet had "attained to righteous- 
ness, ev^n the righteousness which is of faith/' To 
the Gentiles he applies a prophecy of Esaiasas fol- 
lows ; " I was found of them that sought me not ;I 
was made manifest to them that asked not after me.^ 
But concerning the house of Israel he uses the fol- 
lowinjj words : " But to Israel he saith, all day 
long, I have stretched forth my hands unto a diso- 
bedient and gain saying people." In the commence- 
ment of this chapter his attention seems to be 
directed to make it appear that, notwithstanding 
all which be had said, God had by no means, cast 
away the whole of his people, the Jews. The 
following is his reasoning on the jubject : " I say 
then, hath God cast away his people f God forbid. 
For I also am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraharoi 
of the tribe Benjamin. God hath not cast away 
his people which he foreknew. Wot ye not what 
the scripture saith of Elias, how he makefh' inter- 
cession to God against Isreal, saying, Lord, they 
have killed thy prophets, and digged down thine 
altars ; and I am left alone and they seek my life ? 
But what saith the answer of God unto him ? I 
have reserved to myself seven thousand men, who 
have not bowed the knee to the image of BaaK 
Even so then, at this present time also there is a 
remnant according to the election of grace." That 
is, as in the days of Elijah it pleased God to re- 
serve seven thousand of the Israelites to be 
true worshippers of himself, while the' rest bow- 
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ed the knee to Baal^ so now, while the general 
mass of the stock of Abraham are blinded, hare 
stumbled at the stumbling stone laid in Sion, and 
-are broken off, through unbelief, there is a rem- 
nant still preserved, who have escaped the gen- 
eral calamity, and have by grace obtained what 
the others sought for but found not ; of this rem- 
nant, the Apostle reckons himself as one. 

The hearer is now called on to direct hi& atten** 
tion to understand, that this election was not made 
with the least reference to the works of the chosen. 
This the Aapostle is careful to notice in a moet 
plain and positive manner. See his observation 
m the 6th verse. " And if by grace, then it is no 
more of works ; otherwise grace is no more grace. 
But if it be of works, then is it no more grace ; other 
wise work is no more work." This argument sup- 
poses that if this election had been according to 
works grace would have been entirely excluded ; 
but as it was by grace, works were excluded. In 
the 9th chapter the author in describing the sever* 
eignty of God in the election of Jacob in preference 
to Esau, says ; ^< For the children being not yet 
born ; neither having done away good or evil, that 
the purpose of God, according to election might 
stand, not of works, but of him that calleth/' And 
in further arguing on this subject he adds ; ** For 
be saith to Moses, I will have mercy, on whom I 
will have mercy, and I will have compassion on 
whom I will have compassion. So then it is not of 
him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of 
God that sheweth mercy. For the scriptures 
saith unto Pharoah, even for this same purpose 
have I ^raised thee up, that I might shew my 
power in thee, and that my name might be 
declared throughout all the earth. Therefore 
hath he mercy on whom he will have mercy, and 
whom he will he hardeneth." To confirm this di- 
vine sovereignty still further the inspired Apostle 
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B(ld3 the following signiacant <|«tery ; '' Hath not 
ibe potter power oyer the clay, of the same lump 
to make one vessel unto honor, and another unto 
dishonor? What if God, willk^to shew his wrath, 
and to make his power known, enduned with much 
long suffering the vessels of wrath fitted to dis- 
traction ; and, that he might make known the 
riches of fajs glory on the vessels of mercy, which 
he bad afore prepared unto glory, even us, whom 
he hath called, not of the Jews only, but also of 
the Gentiles ?" 

• Not only does the Apostle labour to show that 
the remnant of the bouse of Israel, which he calls 
the election^ were elected according to the strict 
sovereignty of God, and caUed by the riches of 
sovereign grace, and made vessels of mercy ac- 
cording to the same unconditional grace of God, 
but be also directs his argument to prove that the 
blindness of the Jew^ in general, their hardness of 
heart fcc. was effected also by the sovere^n wiH 
and pleasure of God^ '' According as it is writtei^ 
God hath given them the spirit dt slumber, eyes 
that tbey should not see, and ears that they should 
not hear. And David saith, let their table be 
made a snare, and a trap, and a stumblingblock^ 
and a recompence unto them : let their eyes be 
darkened, that tbey may not see, and bow dowa 
their back alway," On the same subject we read 
in^ the prophecy of Isaiah as follows ; '' And he 
said,'gOf and teU this people, hear ye indeed, but 
ynderstand not ; and see ye indeed, but perceive 
not Make the heart of this people fat, and make 
their ears heavy, and shut their eyes ; lest they 
see with their eyes, and hear wHh ti^eir <ean^ 
and understand with their heartt and convert 
and he healed." And that this work of harden* 
ing and blinding the house of Israel was effectu- 
ally done we have the assurance in the 1 2th 
4;|iap(er of the gospel <if St John: ^' But though 
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be bad done so many miracles before ihem, yel 
tbey belioTed not on blm : that the saying of Esai- 
as the prophet might be fulfilled, which he spake, 
L-ord^ who hath believed our report ? and to whom 
hath the arm of the Lord been revealed ? There- 
fore they could not believe, because that Esaias 
said again, be hath blinded their eyes, and harden- 
ed their heart, that they should not see with their 
eyes, nor understand with their heart, and be *con- 
Terted, and I should heai them. These things 
said Esaias when he saw his glory and spake of 
hioi.'' In this passage it is stated that ^' they could 
not believe.'' It is therefore evident that they were 
efiectually blinded, and to all intents hardened so 
that to believe in Jesus was not in tlieir power. It 
appears furthermore, that the Saviour himself re- 
garded this blindness of the Jews with peculiar cau^ 
tion, and delivered his doctrine in parables on pur- 
pose that they might not understand. Of this we 
are informed in Matthew 13th — '< And the disciples^ 
came, and said unt^ him. Why speakest thou unto 
them in parables? He answered and said unto 
them, because it is given unto you to know the mys- 
teries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it k 
not giyep." And because God saw fit to hijde the 
things of the kingdom of his grace from the Jew% 
Jesus expressed his thanks to the Father as record- 
ed in Matthew 1 Ith-^^' At that^ime Jesus answered 
and said, I thank thee, O Father> Lord of heaven 
and earth, because thou bast hid these things from 
the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto 
babes. Even so. Father ; for so it seemed good in 
thy si^ht.*^ The reason here given why the Father 
had hidden these things from the Jews, was that it 
seemed good in bis sight so to do. 

I^et us attend, in the next place, to see if we can 
learn from the divine testimony^ the special good 
which was brought about by the exercise of the 
divide sovereignty in the instances which have been 
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noticed. This is a subject of vast concern, for the 
sentiment we embrace respecting it directly af- 
fects the moral character of the divine Being : If 
we consent to the opinion, that the elections which 
we have noticed are elected unto eternal life, to 
enjoy endless felicity, while those who are not of 
the elect are predestinated to everlasting destruc- 
tion in the future, eternal world, we thereby charge 
God with partiality ; and it is utterly in vain to 
attempt to clear the divine Being of this partiality 
while we admit such a sentiment. It is true, our 
christian doctors have contended, that some were 
elected from all eternity unto eternal life, and the 
rest of mankind were reprobated to endless misery 
for the glory of God ; and they are therefore un- 
willing to allow that there is any partiality in God 
in thus disposing of his creatures for his own glory. 
But if we allow ourselves to be more particular on 
this subject, is it not evident according to this sen- 
timent that the glory of God requires him to be 
good and merciful to some meuf but utterly unmer- 
ciful to others ? As this must be granted, it fol- 
lows of necessary consequence, that the glory of 
God requires him to be partial. Pior does it alter 
the case in the least to say, that the greatest i>ossi- 
ble good of the whole, requires the endless misery 
of some ; for this amounts to the same thin^, viz. 
the ^atest possible good of the whole consists in 
partial goodness, which is an absurdity. If we are 
able to find out what it is that the righteousness of 
God, according to the purpose of electioin con- 
sists in, it must be something that accords with our 
views of moral righteousness ; for nothing can be 
more evident than that we can see no righteous- 
ness in that which is contrary to all our sense of 
right For instance, should an earthly parent choose 
three children out of nine to partake of all the fa- 
vors which he could possibly bestow from his am- 
ple wealth, and destine, the remaining sbL to the 
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most seTere wretchedness that could possibly be 
endured, and all this should be directed hy the 
soTereign will of the parent without any regard to 
the conduct of the children, we should be under 
the necessity of pronouncing this conduct partial 
and unrighteous. If this parent should inform us^ 
that he did this for the promotion of his glory as a 
parent, it would answer no purpose, as to giving 
the least satisfaction that hb conduct was right 
Or if he should inform us that he acted, in all this, 
for the good of the whole, and that the greatest 
good of the whole required the utter ruin and de- 
struction of two thirds ; this woiild reflect no light 
on the subject. But if the parent of nine children 
bad a piece of work to perform which was indis- 
peosabie for the richest benefit of all his offspring, 
and that in order to effect this object it was neces- 
sary for some, two* or three, to know certain things 
relative to his plan, and equally necessary for the 
rest to be ignorant of those things which were re- 
Tealed to the few, there is no difficulty in seeing 
the impartiality of the parent in making known to 
certain individuals what he carefully kept from the 
rest. And ev^n should he use means to blind his 
children in this case it would be perfectly consist- 
ent with his grand object, and consistent with im* 
partial goodness. 

Christian bearer, suppose yourself one of the 
children, who was enlightened into the mysteries of 
this scheme which was wisely planned for the best 
good of yourself and of the whole family ; suppose 
too that you sincerely loved all your family, and 
could clearly see bow all were to be benefitted by 
the blindness, or ignorance of those who were un- 
enlightened, would it not be perfectly natural for 
you to thank your father for hiding those myste- 
ries from them, and revealing them to you ? With 
these enlightened views, and in the exercise of impar- 
tial lov^ towards those who were in darkness should 
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you not be wiHing to suffer any reproaicb from 
them which, on account of their necessary ignorance, 
they might heap upon you ? And would you not 
esteem the knowledge of thel truth fbr which you 
might suffer sufiScient to coutenrail all your suf- 
ferings ? Sometimes would yon not feel such ar- 
dent desires towards your deceived brethren a^ 
would lead you to wish yourself in their ignorance, 
if thereby they might be permitted to see what 
you were blessed with seeing, and hear that which 
you rejoiced to hear ? 

. Dearly beloved hearer, your hmnble isenrani 
feels perfectly satisfied that ihis^is the trUe spirit and 
light of the wisdom of God ; he enjoys a fiiH per^ 
suation that the elections of God recorded lA the 
scriptures are all established on this eternal tnrinci^ 
pie of iimpartial goodness, and thai every elected; 
enlightened child of God b exercised with this 
spirit of love and pity for those wha are in nnbe^ 
lief- 

That those, of whom the Apostle ^ke in 
our text as not obtaining what they sought for> but 
were blinded, were the subjects of the diving 
favor, that their blindness wag necessary for the 
benefit of the world, and that they were.designed,' 
in the wisdom of God, to be partakers of the bene* 
fits arising to the world from their blindness and 
fall, the Apostle fully proves in the chapter where 
our text 13 written, as we shall now proceed ta 
show. 

Let us notice the text aqd what follows ; «* What 
then ? Israel hath not obtained that which he 
seeketh for ; but the election hath obtained it, and 
the rest were Minded (according as it is written, 
God hath given them the spirit of slumber^ eyes 
that they i£ould not see, and ears that they should 
not hear) unto this day. And David saith» let 
their table be made a snare, and a trap, and a 
stumblingblock, and a recompence onto tnem : let 
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their eyes be darkened, that tbey may not see, and , 
bow down their back alwa^/' Here let us pause 
—Here let us ask, does divine revelation close this 
subject in this place ? Does it afford no hope that 
these blinded, tallen sons of Israel, who stumUed 
at the stumbling-stone laid in Zion will finally be 
received to favor? Are the inexorable doors of 
eternal mercy shut against them by an unalterable 
decree ot the God of their fathers ! If all this 
were true, then would the doctrine of election 
and reprobation, as has been held in the christian 
chvrch for ages be true also; but hark! What 
does the inspired apostle say further on this sub- 
ject and concerning them who were blinded and 
had stumbled f ^Isay then, have they stumbled 
that they Aovld fall* God forbid: but rather 
through their fall salvation is come unto the Gen« 
tAn^ for to provoke them to jealousy. Now, if the 
fidl of them, be the riches of the worlds and Hie 
diminishing of them, the riches of the Gentiles ; 
how much more their fulness? For if the cast- 
ing away of them be the reeoncSing of the 
world, what shall the receiving of them be but 
fife from the dead.~Vor if thou wert cut out 
of the olive-tree, which is wild by nature, and 
wert grafted contrary to nature into a good olive* 
tree, how mudi more shall they, which be the na- 
tural branches be grafted into their own olive- 
tree? For I would not brethren, that ye should 
be ignwant of this m^rstery (lest ye diould be 
wise in your own conceit,) that blindness in part 
is haraened to Israel, until the fulness of the 
Gentues be come in. And so all Israel shall be 
saved; as it is written, thire shall come out of Sioa 
the deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from 
Jsooh. For this is my covenant unto them, when 
IsbaD take away tiieir sins. As concerning the 
fospel, tbey are enemies for your sakes: but as 
20 
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touching the election, they are beloved for the 
fktfaers' iBake. For the gifts and calling of Gk>d, 
are without repentance. For as ye in times past» 
have not believed God, yet have now qbtalneil 
inercy through their unbelief ; even so have these 
also now not belived» that through your niercy^ 
they also may obtain mercy. For God bath con- 
cluded them all in unbelief, that he might have 
mercy upon all !" On such luminous testimony* 
as this, comment is neediest With less blhidnesa 
than that which liappened to Israel, no one can a* 
m>id seeing that it was the design of the inspired 
author to prove that the Jews' blindness was ad- 
vantageous to the gentile world, and (hat they 
-vrould eventually b^ the happy. partakers of that 
grace which was revealed to the Gentiles by means 
of their blindness. The bearer will carefully ob- 
serve the connection between this subject ^ivd the 
one treated of in our la^t lecture, and examine the 
whole of this chapter on, the momentous subject, 
of this inquiry by which he may se^ the glorious 
light which caused the Appostle (o exclaim ; '* O 
t^ depth of the riches both of the wisdom and the 
knowledge of God! How unsearchable, are. bis 
judgments, and his wavs past finding out !" 

By the Calvinistic doctrine of election we)iave 
been taught to believe, that the remnant according 
to the election of grace, of which the Apostle, 
speaks in our context, ** the election^' of which he 
speaks in our text were all that were the beloved 
objects of divine mercy, of the whole bouse of Is- 
rael ; and that they who were blinded, were pre-' 
destinated from eternity to. endless darkness and 
misery* But by tfie evident sense of the divine 
testimony on this subject we have ajmple evidence 
to believe, what has been so fully proved, that ^* all 
Israel shall be saved." Those minded Jews were 
the objects of the Saviours grace as much as tbose^ 
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who were chosen to receive and preterve the 
knowledge c^him* They were those of the fau^ 
iiy, who, it was necessary should be jgnorant of the 
truth whidi was revealed to others of the same 
iamily for the benefit of all. Our blessed SavkHir 
manifested towards those blinded Jews, the most 
tender, itfectionate regard. His pity for Ibem 
melted him into tears, he wept over them with as 
much tenderness as Joseph wept over his breth- 
ren, . . 

St. Paul was one of the family Who was for some* 
time blinded ; during which time he was active in 
assistii^ his brethren who also were blind, in pro- 
secuting their persecutiotas against the enlightened 
disciples of Jesus. He was afterward himself, 
t»x>ugfat to know the truth, to understand the mys- 
tery of the wisdom and goodness of God in blind* 
iii|; the Jews^ and he ever seemed te be exercised 
wub a spirit and disposition of compassion for his 
bethren according to the flesh. 

In the beginning of the lOtb chapter of this epis- 
tle he expresses himself as follows ; ^ Brethren, my 
liearts dct^ire and prayer to God for Israel is, that 
they might be saved." In the beginning of the 
9th chapter he has the following indication of most 
fervent benevolence ; '^ I say tb^ truth in Christ, I 
lie not, my conscience also bearing me witness in 
the Holy Ghost, that I have great heaviness and 
cxmtinual sorrow of heart. For I could wish that 
myself were accursed^ from Christ, for my breth-^ 
ten, my kinsmen according to the flesh." = Chris- 
tian hearer, when you were asked, on supposition 
you were one of the family that was eoligt^nd in 
certain ms^tters concemii^ which vour hxetbren 
were in the dark, if you might not feel willing to 
exchange circumstances with the unenlightened, 
did you qot feel an assent to ibe question ? And 
(foes it not seem that this was tfie exact case of the 
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ApeiUe? ' He knew that be was chosen of CkMl^ 
'eiili^iteiied by the Sayiourt made a vesael of mer- 
cy, and ordaioed to the work ^ the ministry for 
no goiod that he had done. It was not possible, 
therefore, that with aU this knowledge, he could 
feel unmerciful towards his brethren, who remain- 
ed exactly in the situation from which the gra<^ 
of God bad taken him. It was therefore, wiSi un- 
speakable satisfaction, that he anticipated the iiap- 
Sy eyttit of the turning away of ungodliness from 
acob, and the salvation of all Israel. 
Brethren, though a regret is felt that better jus- 
tice has not been done to Vbe weighty sutgect un- 
der consideration, yet a hope is entertained that 
you cl^rly see, that the bUndness of those Jews 
. who were not of the elect spoken of in our text, 
was designed for the benefit of the Gentile world ; 
and that when their blindness shall have effected 
all for which it was designed ip the wisdom of God, 
it will be removed, and the blinded will be saved 
in Sions deliverer And furthermore, (bat the 
elected ones were chosen, not for their benefit 
alone, but for the good likewise of ^qae wt^o weie 
not ejected, 

. We may now look for a momentf Mid see if this 
.doctrine of election agree with the scriptures gen- 
erally and with reason. The doctrine of election 
according to the views we have taken of it* sup- 
poses that those who are elected, are elected for the 
. oenefit of those who are not elected. The prqpbet 
Isaiah in the 4ad chapter speaks of an elect of 
God as follows ; ^ Behold my servant, whom I 
uphold ; mine electa in whom my soul deli^teth : 
I have put my Spirit upon him ; be shall bnfMt forth 
judgment to the Gentiles.—— I the Lord bmvs 
calted thee in righteousness, and will hc4d thine 
. hand, and will keep Uiee, and give thee for a cove- 
pfnt of the people for a light of the Ge^tiles^; t^ 
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^pen the Uincl eyes, to bring out the fn^iseMrs 
from thejnrisony and them that sit hi darkness o^ 
of the prison-bouse." This elect of God is the 
Lord Jesus, the Saviour of the world, of whom the 
Apostle John says ; *• we have seen and do tes^r 
that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of 
the worid." This elect of God is the One Media* 
tor between God and men, the mhn Oirist Jesut^ 
who gave himself a ransom for all to be testified in 
due time." Thus it is evident that this elect was 
designed for the benefit of the whole world. - 

The Saviour also himself had an elect. He 
chose his Apostles and ordained them to j^each 
his grace and salvation to ttie whole world, h Go, 
ye, into' all the world and preach the gospel to 
every creature.^' This elect tbefefore, was for the 
benefit of the whole world. 

Being dne of the elect, and having received a 
dispensation of the gospel of reconciliation, St. 
Paul said to the Romans, ** I am a debtor both to 
the Greeks and to the fiaH>arians^ both to the wise 
and to the unwise." Here we see that what the 
world lacked, the Apostles of Jesus had for it, what 
the wise and the unwise lacked St. Paul had fdr 
Ihem. The Apostles were not chosen to be the 
exclusive pntakers of the grace which they re« 
ceived, but were conmianded by the divine Master 
to bestow as freely on others, as they had received. 
It seenn a foir conclusion, from the fects noticed, 
that the grace of God which is specially communi- 
cated to his elect is uhimately designed as much 
for those who are not elected as for those whe are# 

Thisr doctrine is perfectly con^istant with the 
dictates of reason and is analogous with the pru- 
dent management of civil community. * 

In all societies ar few are elected for the benefit 
of the whole. Thdy are never chosen to monopo«- 
i^fise aH the Uesdiq; of aoqiety to themselves, but to 
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nak^ as equal a distribution of burdens and favdrg^ 
of expeni^es and profits as possible. Look at the^ 
elected officers of the town ; they see for the* 
blind, they hear for the deaf, they walk for the 
Idffie, they have wealth for the poor, they provide 
for those who cannot provide foi* themselves. No- 
tice every officer in the general government of 
our country, up to the presidency ; men are elect- 
ed to fill all these places, not for their exclusive 
benefit, but for the good of the whole union. 

Let us ask, where in the vast creation^ did the 
wisdom of this world find the Galvinistic doctrine 
of election and reprobation? Does the sunshine 
to light himself alone ? Are his fervid beams de 
signed to warm his own bosom only ? And in the 
mild rays of the aueen of night does she alone re- 
joice ? Do winds blow to re&esh themselves? Are 
rivers designed for their own benefit ? What ele- 
ment, what vegetable, what animal exists for itself 
only ? 

*^ All are but ptrts of one stopendoiis whale, 
Whose body iia^re is, and God the sooL'^ 

To conclude. Let us duly notice ihe moral ten- 
dancy of divine truth, as seen in the subjeict un- 
der consideration. God is good to all, his tender 
mercies are over all his works. This truth de- 
mands of every rational being the exercbe of that 
diffiisive benevolence which embraces the whole 
creation. Those whom God chooses to enlighten by 
his grace, while others are blinded, are appointed 
to administer the riches of the manifold wisdom 
and goodness of God to such as lade the knowledge 
of his ways. The spirit of Christ is love to ene- 
mies, his grace is the salvation of sinnera; if 
therejl^re,^ we partake of his spirit and enjoy his 
gra<^, we ^all be led thereby to love our enemies 
and to administer saving grace to those who widk 
in si6. Is it not a fact that limited views of the 
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goodness of God haTO limited the charity of those 
who had them ? and have not those opinions, which 
maintain that the Father of our spirits wUl exe- 
cute unspeakable vengeance on a large proportion 
of the human familj eternally effectually hudened 
the hearts of Uiose who hare been led by then^ 
and rendered them in too many instances, unrea* 
sonable enthusiasts and violen persecutors of those, 
who have not conformed to their superstitions? 

Not only does the impartial grace which we 
have seen in the doctrine of election lead us to love 
all men, and to do good to all men, but it ^ws 
us that we are no better than those who are blind 
respecting this divine and glorious system of truth. 
Thia doctrine naturally leads the believer to 
pity the Uindness of those who do not see ; but it 
gives the consoling anticipation of the final recon- 
ciliation of all uii^s uirough Jesus Christ our 
Lord. It fills the heart with gratitude to God, 
who so wisely planned and so graciously designed 
the blindness of the house of Israel, that thereby 
iBslvation might come unto the' Gentiles ; and has 
80^ ordained in his impartial goodness, that the 
blinded Jews shall eventually obtain the mercy 
now enjoyed by the Gentiles. Thus of the twain, 
the wisdom of God makes one new man, so mak- 
ing peace. Therefore we read ; " Rejoice ye 
Gentiles with his people. And again, praise the 
Lord, all ye GentUe; ; and laud him all ye people.' - 
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LECTURE SERMON, 

, DCLlTEREb AT TR£ 

SECOND UNIVERSAUST MEETING, IN BOSTON^ 
DECEMBER to, 181C. 

BT H08EA BALLOU, PAflfTOtt^ 

PoMklMd SemKMoBthlj by ttcnij Bowen, DeTo»shii«-ttrectr 

II. CORINTHIANS, r. 18, 19, 2a. 

^ Jimi dS ikmgiun Bf Chi^who huh teeoneiUd f»9 to Mmtif h^ Ju^ 
Chrid^ tmd kmlhj^wem touitfu mifMt/ry of roeonoHfimtion ; to tni^ 
that Qod wtu in Chrut^ ttemmUng tho world unto htmit^^ nut tm- 
jwftiif theit trepanu unto them ; ami hath committed wito ut tho word 
^ retonieiUtUion. Mow ihmk^ we mrt mnhoitadors for Christy «• 
Amigh Ood did buuchyou ky ut,- we pruff jfouin ChriiVe steady be #s 
tmoncHed to GodJ*^ 

It 18 a peculiar and distinguishing characteristic 
of the gos^l dispensation, that it exhibits a new 
order oi things, brings the glad tidings of better 
things than were before understood, sheds a clearer 
fight on oiental vision than was before eojoyed, 
makes a brighter manifestation of the gracious de^ 
signs of the wisdom of God than was macte by the 
legal dispensation, and creates new views, new^de* 
sires, and new affections of heart Thegospel of Ood 
our Saviour, contemplates the world of mankind as> 
being in a state of death, from which state its divine 
efficacies were designed to quicken man into newr 
oess of life by the spirit of truth. These suj;ge9» 
tions seem to be embraced by the Apostle in oujr 
context where he says ; '^ The love ef Christ coi^ 
21 
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•tVaineth us, because we thus judge, that if cue 
died for all, then were all dead ; and that he died 
for all, that they which live should not henceforth 
live unto themselves, but unto him which died for 
them, and rose again. Wherefore, henceforth 
know we no man after the flesh ; yea, though we 
have known Christ after the flesh, yet now hence-' 
forth know we him no more. Therefore, if any 
man be in Christ, he is a new creature : old things 
are passed away; behold, all thing are become 
new." 

Applied to the Jewish converts, these words of 
the Apostle are designed to notice the passing 
away of the legal dispensation with all its rites 
and the introduction of the bitter coveoatat and 
more excellent ministry of the gospel ; and as they 
apply to Gentile believers they regard the totalpver* 
throw of all the idols and idol worship among the 
heathen, and their reformation to the kuowledgej 
laws and ordinances of the gospel of Christ. 

To these nerv things the Apostle alluded in our 
text and says ; *' all things are of God, who hath 
Reconciled us unto himself,'' &c. 

The first particular subject of our text is what is 
6mbnced in the reconciliation of the ambassadors, 
of Christ to God. Concerning this subject the 
Apostle^s testimony makes the following things 
evident. 1st. That they had been in a state of 
nnreconciliation^ 2d« Tliat the whole process^ 
from the beginning to the end of the work of their 
reconcination was of God. 3d. That this work 
w»s effected by Jesus Christ. Perhaps no man was 
ever more unreconciled to God, to Christ, or to 
the gonpel than the author of our text had 
been ; and it was well known to him that he was 
not tb^ author of those means by which he be^ 
came reconciled. He well knew that the kupwled^^ 
of Jesus, in the excellency of which he afterward 



Digitized by 



Google 



163 

jso much rejoiced, was b^ no ineaiM tlie oli^ect of 
bis enquiry or persuit at tM time end on the 06- 
c^ion to which be refers when giving an account 
pf his miraculous eonvertion to Christianity. He 
oftea adverted to his Tie ws, hia designs, and to hia 
conduct while opposed to the gospel, but in no 
in^ance did he give any intimation that he obtain- 
ed the grace of the Saviour in conseqiience of bis 
own feithfi^l exertions. Similar rei)Darks may 
justly .be made , respecting the Apostles who were 
c^>sen by our divine Redeemer during his per- 
aooal ministry. Some he cdlled from a lucrative 
office under the Roman government, others fr^m 
the laborious employment of fishermen ; but it |i 
evident that the Saviour made his own selections 
vMhout regard to the wisdom or will of his chosen, 
for be informed them as follows; '^ \'e have not 
cbesen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained 
you, that you should go and bring forth fruif 
lodeed there is an evident absurdity in the sup^ 
poBitiofi that God reconciles any to himself on ac- 
count of their good works, for those who are obe*- 
dient unto righteousness are not unreconciled to 
God. F(Hr want of making proper distinctions bi^ 
tween causes and effects, many well meaning and 
pious people have maintained that the divine favour 
if to t>e obtained by the penitence, faith and good 
works of men, not discerning clearly, that repent^ 
anoe, iaiib, and good works are the effects and not 
the causes of the favour of God. Let us here in- 
dulge a simile. A number of children, at that age 
when passions and failcy are vastly more powerful 
than reason and solid judgement, leave the paternal 
dianeion di^usted at the rules of prudence, indus- 
try and^ economy established in the domestic 
cvcle, in quest of fancied pleasures in the 
indulgence of those passions which grow rest-* 
leas under rastiaint The xace^ is fi^rt ; they 
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fooB fall iDto wretchedness and want, but do not 
yet undentand their errors. To save thera frooi 
this sad condition the still affectionate father un^ 
dertakes to oiake^sach comniunications to them as 
may conrinae them of the propriety of his laws, 
the indispensible nececessit^ of his prudence and 
economy for the good of his family, and to recon« 
eile them to himself. The means which the fathet 
uses for the purpose mentioned are so wisely plaon^ 
ed and so well executed that they eventuate in 
effecting the deserved object The childreq be^ 
come convinced of the excellency of those laws 
and regulations at which they were so much of^ 
fended, they see the m^doess and folly of their 
wicked indulgences, sorrow of heart and sincere 
repentance are effectually wrought in them, and 
they finally return to their gracious parent and de* 
vote themselves to hk service, which is now no 
longer grievous, but joyous. Would it be at all 
reasonable for these reformed children to betieve 
that their repentance and return to their parent 
were means which obtained the love and good will 
of their father ? Surely it would be most'unrea* 
sooable, for it is evident that the children's repent* 
ance and return were the effects and not the causes 
of the parental kindness^ - In the enjoyment of all 
the blessings of their father's house, and with a 
clear understanding eoncerning all these circuoH 
stances, might they not say with great propiety. 
All things are of our wise and most merciful Father^ 
who hath reconciled 4is unto himself 1 

Let us, in the next place, lend our attention to 
the oousideration of these words in our text ; ^ and 
hath given to us the ministry of reconciliaticNi.'* 
By these words we learn that &e saibe ministry, by 
which the ambassadors of Christ were recooalM 
to God, was given to them for the purpose of r&i 
^ppciling others; by which the ikdlowing fpcfs aie 
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eleariy«agge8te4/ 1st. That mankind at large, to 
wbotn the Apostles were directed to preach the 
gospelf was in the same state of unreconciliation 
in which these arabassadori of Christ had been> and 
from which the ministiy of divine grace had re* 
claimed them. 2d. That the same divine favour, by 
which these ambassadors were reconciled to God, is 
treasured up in the gospel ministry for those who 
remain unreconciled ; and 3d. That the ambassa- 
dors of Christ have nothing to administer to the 
unbelieving and unreconciled but such as has been 
administered to them, bv which they became recon- 
cSed to God. These facts are evidently embrac- 
ed in this part of our subject and deserve a care- 
fill attention. By iosing sight of these things, 
the minister of the word is exposed to corrrupt it, 
and in room of administering the pure gospel of 
reconciliation, as it has been communicated to him- 
self, he may immagine himself authorised to deal 
with others in a very different manner from that 
in wliich the divine favour was administered to him. 
Without any design to trouble the feelings of 
those who entertain sentiments di£fering from our 
own, but with a humble derire to reflect light on 
our subject, let us ask if we have any information 
which authorises us to believe that 8t.Paul was 
threatened with the everlasting vengeance of an in- 
seoced vindictive wrath unless he repented of his 
sins and believed in the Lord Jesus ? It is true the 
same question may with equal propriety be asked 
concerning all the Apostles, but the single case of 
St Paul, who was the author of the scripture un- 
der ccHisideration, is sufficient to try the question, 
and plate the subject in a clear light. The ac- 
count recorded in the 26th of Acts, which was 
solemnly given in by the Apostle himself, before 
king Affrippa is so very important in itself, and so 
intid to the present query that the hearer wil) 



Digitized by 



Google 



listen with aHentkm to what may be recited ham it* 
Afier having given a particular relation of his past 
life in the Jews' religion, his full persuasion that he 
aught to do many things contrary to the name of 
Jesus, and that he actually did those things shutting 
up the saints in prison and giving his. voice against 
them when they were put to deatb» punishing them 
oft in every Synagogue andcpmpelllng them to bias- 

fheme, &c. be proceeds as follows ; '^ Whereupon, 
went to Damascus with authority and commission 
from the clyef priests, at mid-day, O king, I saw in 
the way a light from heayen, about the prightness 
of the sun, shining round about me, aqd them that 
journied with me. And when we were all hAlen to 
the earth, I heard a Toice speaking unto nr^, and 
saying, in the Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul, why 
persecutest thou me ? It is hard for thee to kick 
against the pricks. A nd I s^iid, who art thou. Lord? 
And be said» I atn Jesus, whom thou persecutest 
But arise, and stand upon iby feet : for I have ap- 
peared unto thee for this purpose, to make thee 
a minister and a witness^ boUi x>f these things 
which thou bast ^en, and of those things in the 
which I will appear unto thee ; deUvermg^thee 
from the people and from the Gentiles, unto whom 
now I send thee, to . open their eyes, and to turn 
them from darkness to light, and from the power 
of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgive- 
ness of sins, and inheritance among them wiikrh 
are sanctified by faith that is in me.'^ In this moat 
solemn and interesting account is theie the leart 
intimation of the threatening veDgeance noticed in 
our query ? Surely there is not Indeed there ap- 
pears, to have been no conditions stated in the 
case. Jesus said to Saul ; '^ I have appeared unto 
thee for this purpose, to make thee a minister and a 
witness,'^ &c. Jesus did not appear to this persecii* 
tor to propose what are now called tmn$ of gru€*. 
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aod emulittons €^ salvation, but to make him a min- 
nter and d witness. And as there were no threat- 
nines nor conditions in the ministration by which 
Sam was converted to Christianity and made a min- 
ster of thesame ministry of reconciliation, so he was 
not directed to go to the Gentiles with threatenings 
and conditione, but he was sent to them to open 
their eyes and to turn them from darkness to lights 
and from the power of satan unto God." Jesus 
opened Saul's eyes turned him from darkness to 
light, and from tlie power of satan unto God, that 
be might receive the forgiveness of sins, and inheri^ 
tance among them who are sanctified ; and he sent 
bim te the Gentiles to work the same on them. 

That the Apostles might be duly furnished with 
the true ministry of reconciliation ; the word of 
reconciliation was committed to them as designate- 
ed IB our teit, as follows ; ** That God was in 
Christ> reconciling the world unto himself, not im^ 
puting their trespasses unto them." This word 
and ministry of reconciliation does not impute 
men's trespasses to them, but exercises the means 
of reconciliation on them. 

That this subject may be understood according 
lo its evangelical principles the following particu* 
lars, which are implied in the words under consid- 
eration may be noticed. 1st. God is not unrecon-^ 
cited to sinners and therefore needs not to be re- 
conciled- to them. 2d. Sinners are unreconciled 
to God/ and therefore he has designed to reconcile 
them to himself by means of the gospel ministry ; 
and 3d. The ministry of the gospel comes with 
iW the means necessary to reconcile sinners to 
God. 

The opinion that our heavenly Father becauM 
inimical to man in cfonsequence of his sin is not on- 
ly in direct opposition to the sentiment of our text» 
but is also repugnant to the essential character of 
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the divine Being. How is it possible to mamtaifi 
that God is unchangeable) the same yesterday to 
day and forever, and yet suppose tliat his dispost^ 
tion towards his creatures is changed by their con^ 
duct ? Again, it denies the infinite knowledge of 
God to suppose that he became unfriendly to us by 
reason of our sin; for if he knew before he made 
* us that we should fall into temptation and become 
sinful, he had all the reason to be our enemy thea 
that he has had since. Moreover it denies the 
divine goodness to allow that he made a being 
when he knew that the work of his own hands 
would incur his divine displeasure. Indeed, the 
supposition that our Father in heaven became our 
enemy in consequence of our sin, makes him to 
violate the grand principle, which more than iany 
other^ distinctly marks out the law of righteousness 
expressed by the Saviour as follows; *f I sfty unto 
you, love your enemies, bless them that curse yoiii 
do good to them that hate you, and pray for them 
which dispitefully use you, and persecute you > 
that ye may be the children of your Father which 
is in heaven ; for he maketh his sun to rise on th« 
evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just 
and the unjust." As the divine Teacher, in the 
passage here recited, notices the divine Being in 
the character of a Father, it may be proper to ob-- 
serve in this place that it is inconsistant with the., 
character of an earthly father to beeome an enemy 
to his offspring because his child is disobedient^ 
and surely it would be much more repugnant ta 
the character of our heavenly Father to become 
unfriendly to us for our faults. 

The hearer is cautioned against construing this 
reasoning into a supposition^ that our heavenly 
Father will not chastise his children for disobe-' 
dience, for chastisement is the sure pledge of the 
ft ther's love 9nd faithfulness. 
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It niaj contribute to make our subject still 
plainer, if we enquire for the possible nneans where- 
by the divine Creator could be reconciled to man- 
kind, if be were once our enemy. Will it be said, that 
what his Holy Child Jesus has done in our world 
was designed by his Father to reconcile him to the 
world ? Truly, this has been believed, but it is in 
direct opposition to the testimony of Jesus, who 
said ; *^ God so loved the worlds that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
hin should not perish, but have everlasting life. 
For God sent not his Son into the world to con^ 
demn the world ; but that the world through him 
m^ht be saved/' If God sent his Son into the 
world because he loved it, he certainly did not send 
him into the world to reconcile himself to those 
whom he loved. It is a thing at which reason 
marvels, that learned men should ever have been so 
absurd as to suppose, that God could use means to 
recdncile himself to his creatures^ and that the suf- 
£iri^cs of Jesus were designed for this purpose ; 
for if God loved us he was not unreconciled to us ; 
and if be did not love us, but was an enemy to us, 
he would have done nothing for our good. 

Contrary to these notions of reconciling God to 
men, the ministry of the gospel is -designed to re- 
concile men to God, by which ministry the tres- 
passes of men are not imputed to them, but are 
fomrexu 

£et us in the next place, notice the efficacies of 
tbe gospel ministry to elBTeet the reeonciliation de^ 
8%iied by it To uiKlerstand this subject, it is 
necetvanr to know the cause of man's unreconcilia- 
tion , This is his ignorance of the true character 
0i God. This we learn from St. Paul's words, 
l^ifaesiims, iv. 18. Speaking of the vanity of the 
Gentites ind their alienations he says; ^ Har- 
mgthe understanding darkened, being alienated 
22 
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from the life of God, through the ignorance that i» 
in them, because of (he blindness of their heart." 
Because this was the situation of the Gentiles, 
Jesus told the Apostle that. he sent him to ihew, 
to open their eyes, and to turn them from dark- 
ness to light* If there were any property of the 
divine Being, that is inimical to us, the more our 
eyes were opened to see its nature the more unre- 
conciled we should be to it. But as God is infi- 
nitely gracious, unchangeably merciful^ and alto- 
gether lovely the more our eyes are opetied to see 
and understand the blessed qualities othis nature, 
the more we are reconciled to him, and the better 
we love him. Again, if our nature were totally 
opposite to the nature of God and holiness, tfaie 
more we discovered of the nature ot God, the 
more we should be opposed to it. 

The fact is, God is the real source of all moral, 
intellectual nature, and a knowledge of him is the 
only mean by which we can be reconciled to him, 
and the want of this knowledge is the real cause of 
our unreconciliation. 

In consistency with these well established facts, 
the gospel ministry brings the testimony and evi* 
dence of the love of God and of his divine good- 
ness to sinners. The following is the testimony ; 
" When we were without strength, in due time 
Christ died for the ungodly. For scarcely for 
a righteous man will one die ; yet i)eradventur6 
for a good man some would even dare to die. 
But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, 

while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 

For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled 
to God by the death of bis Son : much more, being 

reconciled, we shall be saved by his life. ^Biit 

God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love where- 
with he loved us, even when we were dead in sins, 
bath quickened us together with Christ.— —Here 
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in 18 lorei not thai we lored Grod ; but that he k>Ted 
us, and sent his Sod to be the propitiation for 
sins." 

By such testimony it is seen, that the ministra- 
tioo of reconciliation brings, in the most direct 
manner, the love of God to the understanding of 
the sinner^ by which repentance is wrought in the 
heart and the soul brought to love God ; for it is 
the goodness of God that leadeth to repentance, 
and again, we are told, that << we love him because 
be first loved us*" 

It is contended by many that it is dangerous 
to inform sinners that God is really kind and mer- 
ciful to them. It is thought that this information, 
if it be true, will tend to make them worse. Why 
then do the scriptures abound with such testimony ? 
And again, why did not the manifestation of the 
love and compassion of Jesus to Saul make him 
worse ? Jesus said to him ; '^ Saul, Saul, why per- 
secutest tbou me ?'' Why did not this enemy of 
Christ reply ; I persecute you because you love me, 
I hate your name because in it alone 1 am sensi- 
ble I have salvation ; and now as your compassions 
hii not, and you are determined to make me a 
minister of divine mercy, 1 am determined to 
hate you more and persecute you tenfold to what 
I have heretofore ? If there were no danger in 
making such a glorious display of the goodness of 
God to thi3 so great an enemy of the gospel, how 
should it happen that similar manifestations to 
sinners now should be so very dangerous as is re- 
presented by those who are the ministers of wrath 
and condemnation ? 

It may be useful in this place to notice some of 
the similes used in scripture to represent the min- 
istration of reconciliation. By the prophet 
Isaiah Christ is called a light to lighten the Gen- 
tiles, and Jesus said ; '< I am the light of the 
world ," and having communicated his light to his 
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disciples, li0 told tbem, that tbej were the light of 
the worJd« Now according to the ofcgection which 
we have noticed, it is dangerous to give light to 
tbem who are in darkness, for it may make them 
worse. Jesus said ; '^ I am the bread of life.'* 
This is the bread which came down from heaven 
and givetb life to tiie world ; but it is dangerous to 
give tb|s bread to sinners, it is tliought it may 
make tliem worse. Jesus represented the sioner 
by those who are sick, and himself as a physician. 
Will it do to say, it is dangerous to heal the sick 
because it may make tbem worse ? No, these things 
are not so. Those who have been delivered from 
the power of darkness by the true lights have 
been thereby delivered from the power of satan 
and translated into the kingdom of God's dear 
Son. Those who have eaten of the bread of God 
have found it to be spiritual life, and those who 
have received the healing balsam of the divine 
Physician have felt the power of sin to die within 
tbem, and have been reconciled to God through 
Jesus Christ. 

As it may be due to the situation of some minds, 
we may notice a question which is so often stated, 
viz } if the sinner may immediately receive divine 
favour, wlien and where is he to be punished for 
his sins ? This question is made of great eoncern by 
those who believe that the gospel is a mimstration 
of condemnation. But there is one thing we can^ 
not but observe in those who ui^ge this ques- 
tion ; they never ask when they, themselves, are 
lo be punished for their sins. They appear to 
have no concern about this weighty question as it 
regards tliemselves ; their whole concern is about 
sinners. And this concern is not for fear they wiU 
be punished, but for fear they will not be. 

Lei us return the question to those who bring it, 
and ask them, when and where are you to receive 
the punishment for your sins? You contend, that 
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the wicked must be punished, you are zealous to 
bare the wicked punished; as f^athan said to 
David, ^ thou art the roan/' 

Turn, Pharisee, thine ej^ within, 
Nor fiirther search ahroad for sin. 

When and where was murderous David, king of 
Israel, punished for his sins ? When and where 
was the auUior of our teit, << the minister and 
witness'' of Jesus, punished, for the murders which 
he had practised on the innocent lambs of Christ? 
We answer the question and say, sin and mise- 
ry are inseparably united in the nature of cause 
and effisct. When and where we are sinful, 
then and there we are our own tormentors. << The 
way of the transgressor is hard — there is no peace 
to the wicked." 

Look at the nature of this subject. Jesus ap- 
peared to Saul^ to make him a minbter and a wit- 
ness, to open the eyes of the Gentiles. But when 
weiB these Gentiles punished for being blind ? 
The Apostle was to turn the Gentiles *^ from dark- 
Beas to %ht." But when were they punished for 
being in the dark T He was to deliyer them from 
the power of satan. But when ?^re they punish- 
ed fof haying been undw satan's power ? My bre- 
thren, Satan's yoke is a hard seryice, his govern'* 
ment is tyrannical, and his power is oppressive. 

The reason why our heavenly Father has sent 
the ministration oi his grace to reconcile sinners 
to himself, k, that they may receive inheritance 
among them who are sanctiied. If satan'syoke were 
easy and if his burden were light, if sin and happi- 
Bess were connected, why srould the Almighty 
wish to deprive his creatures of this felicity ? And 
if sin and all manner of vice afford happiness to 
man in this world, why wiU they not be permitted 
to continue hereafter, and there continue the 
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source of human haf^ines ? There never was a 
deception that operated so much to the disadyan- 
tage of mankind, as thai of believing that happi* 
ness is to be obtained in sin. This deception makes 
slaves of millions^ who devote themselves to their 
blind passions, and "are dead while they live/* 
From this deception, from this slavery and from 
this death the ministry of reconciliation is designed 
to deliver the world. Therefore, the ambassadors 
of Jesus, cry, as in our text, " we pray you, io 
Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God.'' 

Reconciliation to God, is reconciliation to his re- 
vealed attributes and will, and consists in a confor- 
mity io the divine commands. A profession of re- 
ligion may be totally disconnected with the reconcil- 
iation contemplated in our text, which is known, 
as was suggejsted in our introduction, by new views, 
new affections, and new desires. If we judge by 
their fruits, many have professed the religion of the 
Saviour, who have no different views from what 
they had before, only they now believe that they 
are more righteous than their neighbours ; and re- 
main as destitute of love to their brethren of the 
human family as ever. God is love ; therefore to 
be reconciled to God, we must be reconciled to this 
divine principle. God is known to be love to all 
bis creatures, because he actually does good to alL 
If we love all God's rational offspring, as our breth- 
ren, we are therein reconciled to God. St l^aul 
says; God ^ will have all men to be saved, and to 
come unto the knowledge of the truth." If this 
will be in us, and if we can in sincerity pray for 
this will to be accomplished, we are therein recon- 
ciled. We are commanded to love our enemies 
and to do to others as we would have them to do 
to us, in doing which, we are reconciled to God. 
We are commanded to forgive those who trespass " 
against us, in which we resemble our. Heavenly 
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Father who was irrCbrist reconciling the world unto 
himself^ not imputing their trespasses unto them.- 
We are commanded to forgive one another, as (jod» 
for Christ's sake hath forgiven us. Thb is confer* 
mity to God. We are required to do justly, to 
love mercy, and to walk humbly with God ; and in 
so doing we are reconciled to him. 

But says our opposer> what if we do not conform 
to these divine requirements ? it makes no difier* 
ence, if God loves all men, wills that all should be 
sa?ed, and does not impute our trespasses to us. 
Reply ; Our reconciliation to God, and our con- 
formity to his will and all his requirements is the 
sal?ation which our Heavenly Father wills for us; 
it is the life which Jesus came to give to the world; 
it b heaven, it is joy and peace iu the Holy Ghost. 
This doctrine is the doctrine of divine love, thb 
love is a fountain of living waters, it is that river 
whose streams make glad the city of our God. 
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JOHN xii. 9t 
'** Jind I^if Jbt Hflei up fnm the earthy v%U draw aU nun vnto meJ*^ 

As the time drew near that tiie Lord of glory, 
die mediator of the new coTenant should seal bis 
testament with his blood, there came to bis disci- 
ples certain Greeks, and said to Philip, Sir, we 
would see Jesus. Philip and Andrew comunicate 
thb request to their master^ who in room of either 
consenting to their request, or of refusing, replied 
saying, '^ The hour is come that the son of man 
should be glorified* Verily, Terily, I say vbtdyou, 
except a com of wheats fall into the ground and 
die, it abideth alone, but if it die, it bringeth forth 
much fruit" 

These Greeks, being Gentiles, were not the sub- 
jects of the ministry of Jesus in the days of his 
flesh, but as soon as be should be put to death in the 
fleah and be quickened by the spirit, then would 
the gospel be preached to the GentikKu Tmrefore 
when be was told that certain Greeks desired to 
see him^ he spoke of his being glorified in sending 
23 
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his gospel to them. He was the corn of wheat 
that abode alone until it fell into the ground 
and died ; but after it died and was quickened it 
brought forth much fruit, ^<even judgment unto the 
Gentiles/' The Saviour proceeded to speak of his 
gufierings, saying ; <' Now is my soul troubled ; 
and what shall I say ? Father, save me from this hour : 
but for this cause came I unto this hour. Father, 
glorify thy name. Then came there a voice from 
heaven, saying, I have both glorified it, and will 
glorify it again. The i>eople therefore that stood 
by, and heard it, said, that it thundered: others said, 
an a ngel spoke to him. Jesus answered and said, this 
voice came not because of me, but for your sake& 
Now is the judgement of this world : Now shall the 

f>rince of this world b^ cast out. And I, if I be 
ifted up froni the earth, will draw all men unto 
me." Here again it seems evident, that the Re- 
deemer had special allusion to the request of the 
Greeks. As if he had said ; I must die ; I must be 
lifted up upon the cross ; I must be laid in the silent 
house of death ; I must rise from the dead, bring 
life and immotatity to light through the gospel ; 
then, not only these few Greeks shall be permitted 
to see me, but I will send forth to the fulness of the 
Gentiles, and finally the Jews, the ministery of 
reconciliation by which I will *^ draw all men unto 
me. 

A few arguments will now be directed to prove, 
that all men are the subjects of the Redemer's grace. 
This point of doctrine is now before the public 
mind, and more than any other invites the attention 
of all denominations. It is true, those who preach 
a contrarv creed, endeavour as much as possible to 
pospone4ne consideration of this subject, and they 
use all the influence which they can possibly bring 
to act on the public mind, to turn the attention of tli« 
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people from a candid examination of it. Howerer, 
it very frequently happens, that the efforts which 
are desis^ned to prereM people from looking into 
these things excite their curiosity and ^ inciia 
them more to the examination than if nothing 
was said or done. If it were a crime for the rulers 
of the Jews to associate with the Saviour and at- 
tend on his instruction ; if excommunication await- 
ed those who should profess Christ openly, there 
was the night season, when the enemies of the Re* 
deemer were either locked up in sleep, or perhaps 
in superstitious conclave, scoflSng at the benign 
doctrme of grace and concerting more severe meas- 
ures to prevent its spread, when a Necodemus, 
could go, unnoticed to Jesus and obtain a know« 
ledge of salvation. If the wisdom of this world b^ 
crafty enough to employ gentle, soothing, and per* 
suasive measures to quiet the people in that old 
cruel system of partiality and endless misery, it is 
only like joging the cradle to quiet the child, while 
its cries increase with its want of nourishment. 

This doctrine of universal salvation, which we 
{>ropose to ptove in this discourse, seems to be fo" 
Toured by the dictates of sound reason, and fully 
supported by the evidences derived from the naturt 
of the manifest economy of universal providence. 

If we could do ourselves the justice to lay aside 
all the i^rejudices of our mistaught minds and open 
our eyes to the light of reason, and our ears to the 
voice of enlightened understanding, we should soon! 
find our minds engaged in the sweet contemplations 
of the impartial goodness of the Supreme ruler. 

The same creative power gave existence to all 
men, all are blessed by the same munificent provi* 
dence, the sun that makes and rules the day, the 
moon that rules the night discover no partiality in 
iispensing their favours. Do not the rains fall. 
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and the dews descend as common blessings on amn- 
kind ? Is not the vit^l air, is not the fullness of 
the waters the undiYided inheritance of man* 
kind ? Is there an element, is there a T^a- 
table, is there a fruit which nature reserves from 
the general store house of hiin, who opens his hand 
and satisfies the desire of every living thii^ I 

Let us contemplate the unity of our commoB 
nature, the dependence of one on another, and that 
eternal indissoluble law by nhich we are united. 
Notwithstanding there is an infinite variety among 
mankind, tb^re is no distinction of moral nature ; 
nor is there a genio in the whole family of man that 
the philopher can prove to be useless and of no adr 
vantage to others* Those who are considered to 
be iM most useful members of conmuinity fr^ 
quently owe their means to be so, to then, who be* 
ing placed in the low walks of life, are scarcely 
known in society. What would kings be witbout 
subjects ? what would rulers be destitute of people f 
^re not servants as profitable in their stations, 
as their masters are in theirs ! and are not the ridi 
and the poor blessings to each other ? Tlie sacred 
connections of husband and wife, of parents and 
children, of brethren and sisters, if duly contem- 
plated, furnish a most delightful prospect of the de- 
pendences of our common nature. In fact it seems 
that mankindtbrms one compact indssoluble body 
which may be represented by the human fraaie> 
#hicb can lose none of its members without be^ 
ing rendered maimed and incomplete. 

It is true the partial system has driven men of 
deseming minds to make calculations, that the 
eternal separation of those, who are in this life 
united by the tenderest ties of our nature, and the 
indiscribable misery of children will occasion am 
Increase of the parent's happiness^ and the eodleai 
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miaerr of parents will greatly increase the felicity 
^f children in the eternal world. But it must be 
acknowledged that such arguments are equally as 
hostile to every good quality of man, as the system 
which they are designed to defend is to reason and 
rerelation. We say, that men of descerning minds 
have heen driven to argue thus, for they can dis* 
cent, that unless this be the case, what they call 
teaven will be a place of the keenest mental tor- 
ment, that can be conceived of. Losing sight of 
nature and of nature's God, and adhearing to their 
psortial creed> many contend, that at what they caH 
the great day, parents will rejoice to see their offs- 
INring turned away into the burning lake, while 
other instances will occur, in which children will 
sing praises to God in the highest at seeing their 
parents, the inheriters of unspeakable misery. 

If we can suppress our indignation against such 
unhidlowed cruelty, so as to take a deliberate view 
of a faint simile, we may suppose that the sweet 
slumbers of a numerous family are suddenly inter- 
rupted by the midnight cry of fire. They are 
roused from sleep amid the smoke and flames of 
their own dwelling ; the father and several of the 
eldest children but just make their escape from the 
devouring element, and leave the wife and mother 
with a number of the children to perish in the flames. 
Now observe, the doctrine which stands opposed to 
the salvation of all men, and which can support it- 
self at no less expense then to inhance the felicities 
of heaven by the miseries of hell, supposes that the 
happiness of the husband and fkther,on findinj^ him- 
self safe from the fire, is to be increased by his see- 
in|^ the companion of his bosom, the mother of his 
children, and her little ones in the flames, and by 
hearing their lamentable cries ; and these children 
who Bukle their escape are to possess hearts )o re- 
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joice to see the oiotber that watched over their in- 
fancy and childhood, and their brothers and sisters 
perishing in the most excruciating anguish* 

To wound your feelings with such a simile as thi^, 
on any ordinary subject would surely require an 
apology, but in respect to the subject under con- 
sideration our simile is as dim as the faint glimmer 
of a dying taper copipairedwith the concenterated 
blaze of a thousand suns. The flames that destroy- 
ed the unhappy victims were merciful to terminate 
their sufferings in a moment, that nothing but the 
remembrance of the sad catastrophe might remain^ 
but the flames of hell and its '' lively bright hor- 
rors" are supposed to exist eternally, to gladden 
kindred hearts, and to brighten the joys of relative 
spirits forever and ever! 

To the eye of candid reason, it seems perfectly 
clear, that to make an eternal separation of the hu- 
man family, and to place one part in a state of 
everlasting misery, would render the whole miser- 
able, let the line of separation be drawn in one 
place or another. If the division be made accord- 
ing to the doctrine of partial election, without any 
regard to the conduct of men, the husband may be 
chosen, and the wife a reprobate, in another case 
the wife may be chosen, and the husband a repro^ 
bate : And this dividing line will separate parents 
from their children, and children from each other, 
and it is as plain as any thing can be that if one 
company is appointed to a state of misery the other 
must be. 

Vou that are parent^ you who are brothers and' 
sisteis are called on to judge of this question. 
Suppose your nearest and dearest connections, as 
children and brethren were prisoners in an enemy's 
land, and you were certified by letters from them, 
that they were treated in the most cruel manner^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



Ids 

their lodging the cold damp ground> their food scant 
and unwholesome, and that there were no hopes of 
Ibcir ever being released, could you be happy ? 
Without the least comn^iseration could you repose 
on your beds of down, and f^ast yourselves at your 
samptuous tables? All this you know to be im- 
po^ible. 

Or suppose this final separation is to be made 
with due reference to the works of men in this 
world, this alters not the case, for we cannot be 
happy while our connections suffer even for their 
faults. 

If we draw a reasonable conclusion from the 
manifest goodnsss of God to all men, in his -tempo- 
ral providence^ and if we assist this conclusion by 
tile considerations already suggested of the unity 
atid dependence of our nature, we must decide in 
favour of the proposition for which we contend ; 
for it is most unreasonable indeed to suppose, that 
the system of the Redeemer's grace, which derives 
its origin from the same source, from whence 
«ame every principle of our existence and every 
iavor of divine providence, is less benevolent in its 
designs or less efficacious in its means. 

ne may now notice some of the evidences, which 
support the doctrine of universal grace, found in 
the divine testimony. We say some of the eviden- 
ce% because it would require much time, and supe- 
rior abilities to those employed on this occasion to 
bring the whole of this sort of evidence into view. 
Indeed we must be very limited on this part of our 
subject that we may avoid using too many of the 
passages already recited in these lectures for the 
same purpose, and that the hearer's patience be not 
too much burdened. 

The text under consideration may first be notic- 
ed In this passage Jesus promises to draw all 
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men unto himself. And his iestimonj concerning^ 
those who coine to him is as follows: ''I am the 
bread of life ; he that cometh to me shall never 
hunger ; nnd he that believe4h on me shall never 
thirst^' By this passage it is evident, that by com* 
ing to him, and by believing on him, Jesus meant 
the same thing. Me farther says ; <^ Him that com- 
eth to me I will in no wise cast out — No man can 
come to me, except the Father, which hath sent 
me, draw him : and I will raise him up at the last 
day. It is written in the prophets, and they shall 
be all tau$cbt of God. Every man, therefore, that 
hath heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh 
unto me.'' 

By these passages we learn, thai the instractions 
and the drawings of the Father are the only means 
by which men can come to Christ They further- 
more teach us, that those who are, by such means, 
drawn to the Saviour will not be cast ofil Thus 
the evidence issues in a most direct confirmation 
of the proposition to be proved. 

St Paul, in his first epistle to Timothy says, 
that God '^ will have all men to be saved and to 
come unto the knowledge of the truth.'' And Je- 
sus said ; ^^ I came down from heaven ; not to do 
mine own will, but the will of him that sent me." 
Suppose one of you own ap hundred sheep, and 
they all break from your enclosure and go astray, 
they all enter into your neighbour's pasture* In 
room of sending them home, he endeavours to retain 
them, and uses all possible means fo prevent their 
return. You direct your shepherd to go and seek 
and save that which is lost You tell him, that it k 
your will that he returns the whole ; the shepherd 
is told by your enemy who retains your flock that 
he will give up a few of the sheep, but must keep 
the greatest part. The shepherd replies; I hay# 
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not come to negociate for the sheep, I have come 
to do the will of him that sent me. How can this 
will be done and jet but a few of these sheep re* 
turn? 

The will of God is/urther expressed by St. Paul, 
as follows ; *^ Having made known unto us the mys- 
tery of his will, according to his good pleasure, 
which he hath purposed in himself: that in the dis- 
pensation of the fulness of times he might gather 
together in one all things in Christ, both which are 
p heaven, and which are oq earth ; even in him. 
Again he says ; ** Wherefore God also hath highly 
exalted him, and given him a name which is above 
every name ; that in the name of Jesus every knee 
fihould bow, of things in heavito and things on earth, 
and things under the earth ; and that every tongue 
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glo- 
ry of God the Father." And furthermore he 
«ys ? " For it pleased the Father, that in him 
ould all fulness dwell, (and having made peace 
through the blood of his cniss) by him to reconcile 
all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they 
be things on earth, or things in heaven." To these 
we may subjoin the passage we treated of in our 
last lecture ; ''And all things are of God, who hath 
reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath 
given to us the ministry of reconciliation ; to wit» 
that God was in Christ reconciling the world unto 
himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them : 
And hath committed unto us the word of reconcilia- 
tion. Now then, we are ambassadors for Christy 
as though God did beseech you by us, we pray you 
in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God : for he 
hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin, 
that we might be made the righteousness of God in 
him." If the hearer will allow these and concurrent 
passages their natural agreement and signification 
24 
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they must be considered sufficient evidence to 
prove thai the design of the Saviour's grace is the 
salvation of aJl men. 

Another ar^unrtent in favour of our propositioD^ 
and which is thought to be sufficient of itself to 
establish it, is drawn from the revealed fact that it 
is consistant with the holiness of iiod for bira to 
love sinners and to bestow the greatest possible far- 
ours upon them. The scripture informs us that 
*< God commendeth bis love towards Cis, in thai; 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.*' Aof} 
again ; ** But God, who is rich in mercy, for bis 
great love, wherewith he loved us, even when we 
were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with 
Christ." Now if it be consistent with the holiness 
of God for him to love those who are dead in sin, 
and to commend his love to such by the death of 
Christ for them^ and to quicken them together wi^ 
Christ, it proves beyond all controversy, that sin^ 
no objection to God's granting his grace and salva- 
tion to men. Standing in the light of this glorious 
truth, and feeling the life of the spirit of this grace, 
who can be so hard hearted as to sentence mlilioiis 
of their fellow sinners to endless darkness and woe! 
tn this spirit of love and grace it seems the divine 
Redeemer stood, when he said ; *^ And I, if I be 
lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me." 
It is granted on all hands, that God can never 
change ; he is the same yesterday, to-day > and for- 
ever. Yesterday and to-day he was and is the 
friend and lover of sinners. How then is it possiUe 
that he should ever cease to love these beings and 
to do them good ? 

This argument provokes the Pharisee to start 
the old trite objection, that the doctrine leads to 
licentiousness. This objection, though it has Ween 
fairly removed hundreds of times, will never leave 
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the world as long as a Pharisee remains in it If 
the manifestation of the divine lore to sinners have^ 
a natural tendency to incourage them in sin, why 
did God con^fkiifend iris love unto us, in that whil^ 
we were yet^sinnori, Christ died for us ? Why ar^ 
iboee blessings of the divine Providence, to whiCh 
the Saviour adverted for proof that God loves his 
enemies, contiually, and with such profusion scat^ 
tered down upon us ? Are we serving the cause of 
religion and moral Tirtue by persuading people to 
belieye that the goodness of God naturally leads 
men to sin. My brethren, should you believe me 
your friend if I persuaded your children to the 
opinion, that if you love them, notwithstanding 
their faults, it is no oiatter what they do^ and thaf. 
it if iiven better for them to violate all your whol^ 
sonoii-laws and to treat your advice and admonitions 
with contempt ? Burely if there be any such thing 

«a hesious sin in our world, we have it here um 
r consideration* Because our heavenly Father 
gives us life and all the numerous blessings of life 
vmst we improve all his favors to dye our souls io 
i§e crimson of sin ? Because Jesus hath loved u< 
aod given himself for us, is there no way we can 
act like reasonable beings only by hating him and 
di(5obeying his commands? O ingratitude ! legiti- 
mate child of the Pharisee, retire, cold and unfeel- 
ing, 4o the frosty bosom from whence thou came* 

It l^aa. already been suggested, that by coming 

mto Cbfist is meant, being taught of God and be-ti 

; Souring in Christ ; and this was seen by the words 

offlfarist in the 6th of John, which have beenquot-i 

■ ed^j They therefore, who come to Jesus, come to 

r hioiin their understanding ; they receive him as 

' their-prophet to teach them, their priest, who ofier- 

ed bimself for the sinner, without spot unto Go<},^ 

audi as a kii^ to rule them. The blessings enjoye4 
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jn consequence of coming to Christ are expressed 
in his most gracious words» recorded in Mat. xu ; 
** Come unto ine, all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden^ and I nil! give you rest. Take my yoke 
upon you, and learn of me ; for I am meek and low- 
ly in heart; and ye sliall find rest nnto your souls. 
For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light." 
How lovely does the Saviour appear in his gtacious 
invitations and promises. He invites all to come 
to him ; he promises to draw all men to him ; he 

Eromises to give them all rest and an easy service; 
e promises, that he will in no wise cast any out. 
Well did the dear Redeemer say ; << I will draw 
all men unto me. The doctrine of Jesus is per- 
fectly calculated to draw men. It holds up to 
view those virtues and those advantages which are 
powerful attractives. In the passage just recitinl, 
those who labour and are heavy laden are promis- 
ed rest. What can be more inviting to any wh<^ 
have for a long time laboured under an intolerably 
burden, than an opportunity to cast it off, and to 
enjoy rest ? Suppose men were in bondage aiMl 
hard servitude, as were the Israelites in Egypt, op- 
]^ressed with severe taskmasters and made to serve 
with the most cruel rigour; and a humane, benevo^ 
lent prince should ramsom them all^ and invite them 
into his country, where they should have all things 
they wanted without money and without price, 
where no law but the perfect law of liberty exists, 
where they would havie no service to perform but 
such in which they should have perfect delight and 
freedom, would not a clear manifestation of these 
facts ^rO'W them away from the tyrant to their kind 
deliverer and SavioUr ? Would it be necessary to 
threaten them, and preach up terror to them? 
Would it be proper to tell them that the person 
who had ransomed them would come and put them 
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to the most cruel tortures if Uiey did not immed* 
iately enter into his service ? Under all these cir*^ 
cumstances would it bis necessary to tell these mis- 
erable wretches, that it is true their present serri- 
ces are very light, merely nothing in comparison 
with the service of the prince who had purchased 
them, but then this prince will punish them all 
with the most crud tortures if they do not enter 
his service without delay ? If any thing could pos- 
sibly opperate to deceive these redeemed ones, and 
to keep them in slavery it must be some such de* 
eeit As certain as they should be made to be- 
lieve such falsehoods, they would make nice calcu- 
lations not to go into the hated service any sooner 
than just to escape the tortures threatened. But 
suppose thev should go to this person in conser 
quence of these tbreatenings, they would not be 
Aranmj tbey would be driven. Jesus did not say, 
I will drive all men to me. If we were to judge by 
some preaching that we hear, we should suppose 
the preachers were sent to drive us to heaven, in the 
greatest haste too, for fear our Redeemer should 
destroy us ? 

The Saviour says in the 6th of John, as before 
quoted ; ^ I am the bread of life ; he that cometh 
to me shall never hunger.'' What is more drawing 
to the destitute, fDodless poor than the gladsome 
news of bread without money, and without price ? 
Suppose such a famine as was in Egypt and all the 
countries round about it should visit the United 
States, the provisions of the land, after the most 

Erudent measures *had been taken, is nearly ex- 
ai]^ted, pale hunger mak^s its appearance on all 
feces and Uie wisest know of no relief; at this aw- 
ful crisis a large fleet from a foreign country ar- 
rives with vast quantities of bread as a present to 
us ! how would it df aw the people* In what crouds 
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would they rash along the streets; how would 
every eye and every countenance brighten with 
gladnesi. In such a circumstance as this nhai 
should we think of a man who should come forwiu^d 
and say ; ^ I am sent by the monarch who has sent 
you breads to warn you to apply immediately for 
his bounty that you may escape his vengeance ? 
And what should we think of the people who should 
spend their time to hear these terrors proclaimed? 
In such a time of favour and rejoicing, would it be 
seemly to stop the hungry and tell them they have 
no right to the free bounty that has arrived unless 
they really believe in this act of goodness ? Would 
it be thought indispensably necessary to have a 
creed written, with well studied articles to the 
number of thirty-nine, for the people all to learn by 
heart before they should be allowed to taste the 
bread of life ? Would it be treating those, who 
were fainting for want of food, according to /he 
benevolent <ksigns of the gracious doner of th^e 
ample privtsions, to prevent their receiving this un- 
purchased, unconditional favour, by suggesting con- 
ditions, terms, and articles of faith to 1^ complied 
with and believed ? Suppose the articles are all 
made out according to the wisdom of htm, who 
urges their necessity, but the people cannot under- 
stand them. Some are mysterious, some are in di- 
rect opposition to others ; one explains them in 
one way ; and another explains them in another 
way, many profess to believe them because they 
are told that they cannot obtain favour unless they 
do. Those who should belbve in this case might 
believe themselves to death, and close their eyes 
without seeing the salvation which mercy bath sent 
them : others, who^e minds should revolt at a creed 
which contains contradictions would be turned 
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away as unbelievers, and fare no better than tbMC 
who believe. 

Jesus says ; '^ If any man thirst let him come 
unto me and drink." The unfortunate, who 
have suffered hunger and thirst in sultery climes, 
inform us the want of drink is vastly more severe 
than the want of food. Here then the merciful 
Saviour makes use of a simile which gives the 
most striking idea of hb goodness. Of a number of 
faint, weary, hungery, and thirsty pilgrims, on burn- 
ing sands, if one should cry out to his fellows here 
is water ! How quickly would it draw them alto- 
gether. 

The prophet Isaiah, speaking of Jesus, says ; 
<^ A man shall be an hiding place from the wind, 
and a covert from the tempest ; as a river ef water 
in a dry place : as the shadow of a great rock in a 
weary land." How very inviting, how attracting, 
how drawing are the favours here noticed. The 
beasts of the field and the fowls of the air seek these 
favours. When storms and winds beat on them, 
they seek a shelter ; when they are thirsty you find 
them by the streams ; and when a sultry sun is vehe- 
ment you find them in the shade. Do you ask 
what these things mean ? J >o you inquire how you 
can obtain so great a favour ? The word is nigh 
thee, even in thy heart and in thy mouth. Jesus 
is made unto us, wisdom, righteousness, sanctifica- 
tion, and redemption. To be drawn to Christ is 
to be drawn into wisdom, whose ways are pleasant- 
ness and all her paths are peace. It is to be drawn 
into righteousness, which is heaven. It is to be 
drawn into sanctification, which is holiness. It is 
to be drawn into redemption, which is freedom 
from the law of sin and death. Jesus, how great 
is thy promise ! Thou wilt draw all men unto ^ 
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thyself. Then shall every creature which is in 
heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and 
such as are in the sea^ and all which are in them; 
s % blessing and honour, and glory, and power, be 
u hiai that sitteth upon the throne and unto the 
Lii. J, for ever and ever. 
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No. 13. 

LECTURE SERMON, 

DCLITERED AT THE 

SBCO^ UNIVERSALIST MEETING, IN BOSTON, 
JANUARY 17, t8l9. 

BT HOSEA BALLOU, PASTOR. 

hMalMd Seai*MoBtfalj bj Hmij Bow«b, DefoailuM-iirtct. 

PSALM, cxzri* 6. 
€i9mt 9^mn with rtjoiemg^ bringing hit #ikMiM wih Atm,^* 

ihnini wisdom has seen fit, that the conMneiice- 

flieBt of those affairs which are designed to tenni-^ 

late in great and extensire Uessings to mankimt 

ihoold 1^ distinguished for the hai^^ painful 

hbonrsy extreme difficulties, privations, iincom* 

mon siifieriogs, sorrow and tears which atteiid 

tbeai. This remark will be found to be, general- 

. fy» appropriate, whether applied to pohtical or 

ie%iou8 concerns, and is often justified by the' 

experience of individuals. This sentiment seems 

sjrmbolicany expressed in our text and its iMro- 

ductioB. To represent the reverse of eondHion 

whidi Zion experienced by a deUverance from 

captivity the prophet says ; << When the Lord 

turned again the captivity of Zion, we were fike 

them that dream. Then was our mouth filled with 

laughAer, and our tongue with singing : then said 

they among tBe heathen, the Lord hath done great 

tbinga for ^em. The Lord hath donegreat tbinga 

25 



Digitized by 



Google 



194 

for us, whereof we are glad! Turn again our cap- 
tivity, O Lord, as the streams in the south. They 
that sow in tears shall reap in joy. He that goeth 
forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed ^lall, 
doubtless, come again with rejoicing, bringing his 
sheaves with him." 

From the scanty portion of grain, on f^ich the 
husband-man depends to bread his dependttt fami- 
ly, he takes a selected portion, and having wkh 
much labour prepared his field, be commits the pre* 
cious seed to the bosom of the earth. His fears 
anticipate draught, blasts, and mildews ; his hope 
endures, as seeing things that are invisible, and looks 
forward to the time wnen heaven shall leeward his 
toils with a joyful harvest, and return him thirty^ 
sixty or an hundred fold. The autunm comes 
and brings the golden harvest, and plenty calls for 
songs of gratitude and joy. But to the eye of in* 
experience how mysterious would this appear. 
The portion of bread com is ah^ady scant*, and 
the husband of a numerous family, takes part of 
this and buries it in the earth. It appears as an 
unreasonable waste. Thus we frequ^itly judgft 
of the ways of divine Providence; and are led to 
say, if God were good to his creatures, why dioiild 
such and such things be permitted to wound our 
tenderest feelings ? Why should such sorrows be 
sent as the inheritance of the oppressed, Ihe'iii- 
nOcent, and the defenceless ? Not being able to 
see the end from the beginning of events, we are 
often misguided in judgment, and entertain, dovbte 
of the divine goodness towards us. But could we 
compr^end the mysterious wisdom of God hgr 
which he turns every thing to the good of his crea- 
tures, causing light afflictions, which are but for a 
moment, to work for us an exceedit^ weight of glo- 
ry, we should at once conclude, that the measule 
of evil endured by the creatures of God, k as 
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nothing when compared with the glory that shall 
be revealed in us, «nd which can be traced back 
to those afflictions, which, during their continuance, 
were grieveous. 

These iotroduotory observations seem to lead 
the mind into an extensive field, where an infinite 
variety of objects invite our attention to the con- 
templation oi the wisdom and goodness of God, in 
causing light to shine out of darkness, order to 
grow out of what appears to us confusion, peace 
of mind from sorrow of heart, tranquility out of 
trouble, prosperity out of adversity, in a word, 
good from what we call etil, strength from weak- 
ness and glory from shame. But keeping in mind 
thai proper limits must bound the labours of a lec^ 
ture, the audience is invited to contemplate our 
su^ect as manifested in the Saviour of mankind* 

Jfesus went forth in our world weeping, bearing 
and sowing precious seed, and he shall doubtless 
come agam rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with 
fahsi. He sowed in tean, he shall reap in joy ; he 
Aall see of the travail of his soul and he satined. 

Our first enquiry will be directed to notice the 
oceasion of cmr Saviour's tears. 

Jews was possessed of the sensibilities and synn 
pcrthies of our nature in their purity ind perfection, 
wbiefa caused him to feel the afflictions of the af- 
ffieted, the sorrows of the sorrowful and the distress 
ef the <fi8tressed. Many prooft of this are found 
m the history of the Saviour. We may notice him 
at Bethany where he raised Lazarus from the dead. 
Notwithstanding he knew what he was about to do, 
and that Lazarus would, in a few minutes, be a liv- 
ing man, to the astonishment and joy of his weep* 
ing sisters, such was the tenderness of his lovely 
mind and sweet afi^ections, that when he saw the 
Jews, who had come to comfort the bereaved sis- 
ters, weeping, and the two disconsolate sisters weep- 
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iofh hm hiaaself froBMd u ipirii md tppft witli 
tbem. Let tiK4e wJbo mwrn nmmaimt uAb, and 
realize that tl^ir torrowa are duly noticed b^ bim 
who is the rewnreeUon aod the life, ivho hath the 
keyi 1^ hell and death. That power, of life and 
salvatioii, which glorioiulj triumphed at the toaob 
of hiin^.who had beeadrad four days, is atiU the 
garnet aud has giFen assurance, that as in Adam all 
die, evep so in Christ shaU all be made alfve. 

On that most joyful occasion of the entssaooa jof 
Jesiisinto JerusaWi riding upon an Ass, when 
the people in vast multitudes welcomed the Kiqg jof 
ZioQ, and praised God with a loud voiee for all the 
mighty works they had seen, saying, blemad be&e 

^jtiqg that cometh in the name of tfas Lord ; peace 
in leaven, and glory in the hi^i^; the blessed 
Jesus, in joom imT being elated with these tok«is 
of submission and expressions of joy* in numi of 
participatiog the.exQc^iag gladness oif the ^eofk, 
bi^ ngond seefned intention a Tery difiaroit 
subject, the acco^unt of which is as fbUiniSi 
<' Aod when he cwie near he beheld the cHy% ^m^ 
wept Qver it sayioi^ if thou hadst knam, aven 
thou at least in this thy day» the things whkh be* 
lopg unto thy peace ! but now they are hid from 
thine eyes. For the days shall come upon tbae, 
that thine enemies shall cast a trench about thee» 

. and compass thee round, and keep thee in onevaif^ 
side and shall lay thee e?ea with the groundi aad 
thy children within thee ; and they sludl. not leave 
in thee one stone upon another ; because thou 
knewest not the time of thy visitation." 

Having a clear view of the sword, the famine, 
and the pestilence which would surely coaie on 
Jerusalem, and knowing that the youth wba^eri^ 
then in the days of their innocence, would bathe 
sufierers in this calamity, the Saviour was deaplpr 
aflfectedjiiid wej[^ 
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SMnMMO you, who lore tlttt»#ii of BMiM Ibr 
a thouiiod fMfOtMf wliich we bate not time to 
iieihe» dioiikl be eertiied by a diTine cotnnuDiea* 
tioo, that this<aiejtfi^Ik should, witbin forty year% 
wfler aU tbo dieadral eakmUkieB of a kniff idege, 
attencted with iamifie aod pestifence, with iactiont 
wittiio» which should watte the strength and the 
blood of the hibabitaots, tmtil the place 4iouid be 
giFeaap to aa evaged eaeny, that should hare no 
nerojr on those who should Ml kito their hands^ 
eoald yomre JIM look on the stately, magnificent 
haikHnff^ ImowiBg they would all be leveled with 
the (pround, could they behoM the lovely youth, 
who aaw make saeh a charam^r appearancein 
theae stnets aaditchwohes without weeping ? Si^ 
was the occasion of those tears which Ihe coaopa* 
wanato Jesus shed over the do? oted city of his 
father David. J^e lookedoD that pride and joy of 
tbfroarth, he beheld thetoaq^le of God, that wonder 
mUm world, ho knen tbst the time of thehr dis< 
tmctkni was wMhin that generation ; his gracious 
^ea beheld the lovely y<nith whose thousands 
then adetned the veaeiable habitations of their an^ 
.cestars, and knew that Ibey would foe the distress* 
edsuflfefeis in the ealaniities to whii^that nation 
and cfty were ampokted. 

When he was going to Calvary to sofier death 
' froai the wkked hands of the pe^e, who by tbe^ 
praMeationsof hia and his disciples were filling 
ap the aEieasura of thehr skis, he was evidently 
more xoneerned for the sufferings that people 
were bringii^ on theaseli^s amd on their children, 
than for what he tdmseif was aboat to endure^ 
When he saw the great company of ppople, and of 
women, who followed htm hunentii^ his fate, he 
tamed aod s^ unto them ; '' Daughters of Jen^. 
/adem, weep not for moi but weep for yourselves» 
and for your children. For, behold, the days are 
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cMnog in the whieh (tey shall say, blessed are ibm 
baneB» and the wombs that oe?er bare, and the 
pope wiueb never gave suck. Then sbaH they be- 
gin to say to the mountaine, fall on us, and to the 
wb, cover us. For if they do these things in a 
green tree, what shall be done in the 4(7 f** 

If the bearer will indulge adtgresEOon in this 
pkoe^ liberty will be taken to rene^k on two par- 
ticuhirs. First, it dees not appear, fr<Hn the 
Sarkmr'e speech here recited, that bis own suflfei^ 
hqga were of that kind or degree tluit has been re- 
presei^ed by cbristain doctors. They have sop- 
peeed that the aufierings ef Christ were fsr beyond 
a»y possible coraparisont even ^eater than we 
casi coDceire, and that this rendered ttem eflfica- 
cious with hbFatbar to promHe our pardon of sin. 
Mow if Iris sttflbvfflgB wete so inunease, why should 
he refuieaeot to tte daughters bf Jetusatom that 
they had more reason to weep for themsekee and 
ttieir children, then for him 1» 

Secondly, it does not aopear that the Saviour 
thought of the sufa^eet, which has been the weigh- 
ty buffrien, of thow mieds, who hiive comigned the 
iehabitaote of Jerusalem to everlasting misery in 
the future world, for he spake of nothing but of 
their sufferings in this life. If it bad been knowe- 
to Jesus, that all the sufferings which that people 
was appointed to endure in tti^ deetructionH-tbat be 
denounced up|^ them, wefe nothing in comparison 
with what they must sufibr in another woHd, why 
did he, when be wept over Jerusalem, speak of the 
destruction of that city and its inbabkat^ by the 
hand of their enemies, and neglect to say anything 
cm the sub|e<^ of tbeir future suflferingSi which were 
to he infinitely greater ? The candor of the hearer 
wsU di> .laistice to these remarks, while we return to 
our suigect. 

The prophet Isaiah represents our Saviour a 
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HMint^ Bcyrrows and acqaaioted with grief. He 
grieved and wept for the afflictions andMifftei&ipi 
of mankind ; he felt the woes of human aatOK ; be 
bore tbeir sicknesses sukI carried thek sorrows; 
but the angel of his presence upheld him ; be was 
touched with the feeliogs of all our laflnBitiei* 

The superstition, the bigotry, and the traditiom 
of the people wherewith they made void the law of 
God, tmi the hardeesB of their bearts were a pecu- 
liar cause of his grief. Such was their bltedaeH 
that his niirades could not open their eyes ; wad 
mcb wasitfae hardness of their t»arts that his love, 
pity and mercy did not soften tlmoi. What siob* 
born, unyielding and forbidding grcoaid wis tbk! 
There was but here and there a spot where the 
precious seed that he sowed cobU be received into 
good ground, and promise a fiitvre harrest. 
. We may now direct our attentioaio eoqnire 
what seed the Savioinr sowed, and to ascertain its 
precious qualities. 

In tte Idth chapter of Matthew, Jesus repre- 
arats bimaalf as a sower, who went Jbrth tosnw ; 
^Aod, when he sowed, some seeds fell by the 
way-side, and the fowb came and dsToured them 
up. Some ff 11 upon stony places, where they tasd 
oot much earth ; and forthwith they sprung up^ be* 
cause they had nodeepoess pf earth: and when the 
sun was tq[> they were seorebed ; and, beoaiMetfaey 
bad no root they withered away. Ai^ 9ome feU 
iimoog thorns.; and the thorns qprang up and chok- 
ed them. But others fell into i^ied ground, and 
brought fwth fruit, some an hundred-fold, soma 
siJEly-fotd, some thirty^fold" In the same chapter 
besays ; *< Hetbat eoweth the good seed b the son 
ef man." Agaio» he signifies that by seed he means 
the *' word of the kingdoou" And furthermore he 
repreaents the kingdom of heaven by ** a grain of 
i|iustard-seed, wbkb a roan took and sowed in his 
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field/' It is efident b^ tbene scriptures^ that Jesus 
represented his doctrine by V good seed.*' The 
dochine of Gbrist is, therefore, our present subject. 

Here it is worthy of notice, that the great teach- 
er sent of God, though he taugbt a doctrine which 
was very diiferent from that which was tau^ by the 
doctors of his day, was never the author of a set of 
articles of faith called a cre^. And it is l&ewiae 
of importance to notice^ that in this, hb Apostleg 
ftithftrily followed his example. The work of 
fraitiing citseds is the invention of men. 

Jesus founded his doctrine and all he came to 
do, on the divine character and will of his Father. 
He said ) <' I came down from heaven, not to do 
mine own will ; but the will of him that sent me. — 
— iGod sent not his Son into the world to condemn 
the world ; but that the world through him might 

be saved.- The Son of man came not to call the 

righteous, but sinners to repentance.— The Son 
of man came to seek and to save that which was 
lost" 

By these precious sayings of Jesus w^ are cer- 
tified that Ood is merciful to sinners, wHls their sal- 
vation, and sent his Son for this very purpose. 

In the 5tb of iMMtthew, Jesus sets forth his pre- 
cious doctrine in the plainest terms, posdble, as 
follows ; '^ I say unto you, love your enemies^ 
Mess them that curse you, do good to them that hate 
ybti, and pray for them which despltfuUy use you, 
and persecute you ; that ye may be the children 
of your Father which is in heaven : for he maketh 
his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and send* 
eth rain on the just and on the unjust fV>r if ye 
love them which love you^ what reward have ye ? 
Db not even the publicans the same t And if ye 
salute your brethren only, what do ye more than 
others ? Do not even the publicans so ? Be ye 
therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in 
heaven is perfect" 
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By this most precious testimony we are assured 
(bat our Father who is in heaven loves his enemies ; 
and we are furthermore certified tliat we are re- 
gmred to do the same. How many articles of 
iaith it it necessary to arrange in order, to com- 
prehend this subject ? How long is it necessary for 
a good scholar and a bright genius to spend at a 
theological school in order to understand this doc- 
trine? It pains the speaker to the heart,. that he is 
obliged to «ay, that theological schools are em- 
ployed in teaching youth how to evade the plain 
testimony of Jesus, and how to keep the people 
from receiving it. 

In the 1 5th of Luke, the Saviour sets forth hia 
doctrine of salvation in three parables. He was 
induced to do this in reply to the Pharisees and 
Scribes, who murmured at him because he receiv- 
ed sinners and ate with them. In the first parable 
be represents sinners and their salvation by a lost 
ibeep, which the owner seeks, finds, and carries 
borne; in the secopd^ by a piece of money which 
a woman lost, sought and found. He furthermore 
represents the angels in heaven rejoicing more over 
one sinner that repenteth^ than over ninety 
aid nine just persons who need no repentance ; 
and in the last be sets forth the return oisiiuiers to 
God by the return of the prodigal son to bis fathei^ ' 

This sower of the precious seed of the kingdom 
of God, was particular in planting the doctrine of 
the divine goodness ; and in order to hand it to us in 
the most acceptable manner, he says ; '^ If ye then, 
being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your 
diSdren, how much more shall your Father which 
lb in heaven give good things to thtm that ask 
himr 

Nothing can be more evident, than that our 

heavenly Father is more kind to us, who are evil, 

than we are to our children, according to thb pre* 

cious testimony of our Saviour. This is precious 

26 
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seed in v#ry deed. It is precious beyond all com- 
parison. This declaration of him, who went 
forth weeping, bearing precious seed, is of more 
vahie than all the bodies of divinity which have 
been written since the enemy sowed tares among 
the wheat. 

Let us ask ourselves, notwithstanding we are 
evil, and too frequently err in our conduct to- 
wards our children, could we possibly consign our 
dependent oflTspririg to endless torments for their 
childish faults? And yet such is the common doc- 
trine taught by the creeds of men, that little chil- 
dren are mstructed to repeat sentences which teach 
them to believe that their heavenly Father will 
torture millions of his creatures, in never ending 
misery ! How painful is the thought, that such a 
sentiment should be imprinted in the tender minds 
of our Jin nocent children, concerning whom Jesus 
said; '^ Suffer little children, and forbid them not»^ 
to come unto me ; for of such is the kingdom of 
heaven.'* O how precious is this kind declaration 
of the Saviour, to parents! This is the testimony 
of him, who is now. at the right hand of God. Com- 
pare these words of Jesus with the popular doc- 
trine of the total depravity of infants, and of hell's 
containing millions of them, who never saw the 
light of the sun ! 

Such is the vast importance of the comparison 
here suggested, that the candid attention of the au- 
dience is invited to consider the following question; 
If the testimony of Jesus concerning little chil- 
dren be both true and precious, is not the opinion 
that little children are totally depraVed, and are 
heirs of eternal misery, false and impure ? Thia 
false doctrine belongs to the tares, which the ene- 
my sowed among the wlieat. Jesus never sowed 
such seed ; he never uttered any thing so di^fcj^B- 
ourable to God, nor did he ever plant such a tj^ra 
to torture the sensibility of affectionate parents. 
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The doctrine of Jesus is the doctrine of love. 
The doctrines of men are the doctrines of hatred. 
The doctrine of Jesus teaches that God loves his 
enemies,, wills their salvation, and sent his Son to 
save them. The doctrines of men teach that God 
hates his enemies and will punish them eternally. 
The doctrine of Jesus informs us that he came to 
call sinners to repentance. The doctrines of men as- 
sert that the finally impenitofit will be made forev- 
er niiserable, but Jesus never spake of the " finally 
impenitent" The doctrine of J^sus teaches the for- 
giveness ofsin. The doctrines of men require a 
sacrifice to appease the divine wrath. The doc- 
trine of Jesus informs us, that he will draw all men 
unto himself. The doctrines of men assert, that 
God has decreed but a part to be drawn to Christ. 
The doctrine of Jesus informs us that all things 
are given to him. The doctrines of men assert, 
that but a few are given to Christ. The doctrine 
of Jesus is precious wheat ; but the doctrines of 
men are tares which are to be consumed by the 
fire of truth and love. 

There are several particulars respecting the 
preciousness of the doctrine of Jesus, which are 
worthy of special notice ; some o^which we shall 
here mention. 

First, This doctrine is from God. Jesus says ; 
" My doctrine is not mine, but his that sent me.*' 
The Creator, Ruler and Disposer of all things has 
sent us a communication of his divine will and fixed 
purpose concerning us. This doctrine being from 
the highest authority in the universe must bNe con- 
sidered precious. 

Secondly, In all respects, this doctrine is most 
favourable to mankind. There is no particular 
part that can be altered for the better. Let the 
most wise and prudent undertake to add any thing 
to this doctrine and they make it worse. Let them 
lake any thing from it and they leave it not so good. 



Digitized by 



Google 



2D4 

T'hirdly, It is most preciaus on a€Coamt of Hm 
simplicity and congpicuity. It is rendered m visi- 
ble m tte divine testimony, that any attempt to 
explain it tends to render it obscure. If one 
•bould attempt to show us the sun in a clear day 
by holding a candle before our eyes» it would ob- 
scure our vision, and tend to hide from our sigbt 
what is already as visible as it can be. Such are the 
effects of the wisdom yf this world when en^doyed 
to show us that light which shines in the ^ face of 
Jesus," 

Fourthly, This doctrine of the New-Tei^ament 
is life. It is the bread of God which giveth life 
to the world. Su Paul says ; " God hath made us 
able ministers of the New-Testament, not of the 
letter, but of the spirit; for the letter killeth> but 
the spirit giveth life.'' There is no death in the 
doctrine of Jesus. Peter said ; ^f thou hast the 
the words of eternal life.*' 

Fifthly, It is universal. It is the same to all 
men. Jesus has but one doctrine for every crea- 
ture under heaven ; and this doctrine it calculated 
to gather together all things in one, even in ChrisL 
There is no partictd^r view of the doctrine of 
Jesus, in which it appears more precious, than in 
its universality. Though the sun be most precious 
in its light and beat even to an individual, bow glo- 
rious is the thought that this light and this heat are 
universal. And though these life-giving qualities 
are dispensed through every dc^gree of latitude and 
longitude round the globe, every one has enough. 
So it is with that '' true light that lighteth every 
man that cometh into the world." If a few astro- 
nomers, who should study the laws of the heavenly 
bodies, should frame a creed embracing the most 
essential particulars in Ihe phenomena of the sui^ 
and then require every one, learned and unlearn- 
*edto believe in their creed as a condition by 
which they might obtain its light, they would dia- 
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cover Jl much inie phUMophy m those, who etile 
theiBselTes divines da of divinity^ in firaoiing 
their creeds> and requiring our assent to them, that 
we may obtain the favour of God. 

Sixthly, This doctrine k most pr^^tous, because 
it is always the same. It is now what it was in the 
beginning, it is now what it will be when thousands 
of ages ^11 have passed away. The same love, 
the same nwrcy, the saipe good will of our 
heavenly Father, in which the most enlightened 
now rejoice, have, in all ages of the world, been in 
iiiU exercise towards mankind ; nor can they ever 
relax, but will forever continue. 

And Seventhly, This precious doctrine of the 
love of God is calculated to transform every ra- 
tional being into its own nature ami to render eve- 
ry man precious like itself. <' Every man that hath 
this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is 

pure. Now are we the sons of God ; and it doth 

not yet appear what we shall be, but we know» 
that when he appeareth we shall be like him, for 
we ^11 see him as he is." In this way the fruits 
of the precious <k>ctrine of the Saviour will final- 
ly produce the joyful harvest contemplated in 
our text, and will load, with ripe sheaves, the 
blessed Redeemer of the world, who in sorrow 
went forth and sowed his precious seed. 

When the fulne^ of the difierent times^ which 
Intervene between seed time and harvest, have pass- 
ed away, and the hand of labour is abundantly re- 
iqrarded with a plenteous harvest, then the huslmnd-' 
nan realizes the end of his toils, and comes from his 
field, rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him. So, 
^hen tte fulness of times shall have passed away, 
for the perfecting of the work of the gospel minis- 
try, he that sowed in tears shall reap in joy. All 
shall know the Lord from the least to the greatest ; 
and the knowledge of God shall cover the earth as 
the waters cover the sea. 
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As the husbandman, who commits the pracious 
wheat to the bosoin of the earth, and waits for the 
early and the latter rains, receives to his full satis- 
faction (he plenteous harvest, so we are certified 
that Jesus shall see of the travail of his soul and be 
satisfied. O the blessed assurance! Shall Jesus, 
who sowed in tears reap as large a harvest as will fill 
his vast desires ? Yes, " for by his knowledge shall 
ray righteous servant jurtify many, for he shall bear 
their iniquities." Jesus '^ gave himself a ransom 
for all to be testified fn due time." He will never 
^d satisfied until his ** ransomed shall all return and 
come to Zion with songs, and everlasting joy upon 
their heads ; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and 
sorrow and sighing shall flee away," 

Every convert to God, every ransomed soul 
that returns and comes to Zion, brings a ripe sheaf 
of the precious grain of love to God and love to 
man, which Jesus sowed in tears. It should be 
distinctly understood, that the design of the Sa- 
viour in sowing the good seed in Ine world, was 
that it might bring forth the fruit of righteousness. 

Here then let us examine the argument which 
the doctrine of limited salvation urges against the 
final happiness of all men. The argument is this ; 
It is not right in the sight of God, to bestow the 
same felicity on the wicked, as be does on tbe 
righteous. This is our opposer's argument, but 
we say it does not, in the least, affect the merits of 
the subject, l^his objection only shows that the 
opposer is totally ignorant of what he endeavours 
to disprove. The question is, is it just and right 
in the sight of God to bring sinners to repentance, 
and convert the ungodly to holiness ? This is the 
question, and our opposer ought to understand it ; 
for if be could see that, in order to disprove the 
doctrine for which we contend, he must show that 
it is not right to convert the sinner to God, he 
ivould cease to oppose. 
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Jesus said, as has been before noticed, that he 
"came to call sinners to repentance.'^ St. Paul 
lays, " This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all 
acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world 
lo save sinners, of whom I am chief." But let us 
keep in mind, that Jesus saves his people from 
their sins ; not in their, sins, as our opposers seem 
to insinuate that we believe. 

There are two particulars respecting the harvest 
under consideration, which may be distinctly no- 
ticed. 

First, THie quality of the grain to be gathered 
10. Tbi9)is righteousness. *' Such as a man sows, 
such shall he also reiap." Jesus sowed the doctrine 
of love, of faith, of repentance, of hope, of charity, 
of forgiveness, of doing to others as we would that 
they should do to us ; such will he reap. Had he 
sown the doctrine of eternal hatred, final impeni- 
tance, endless enmity, death and condemnation, 
be would expect to reap a harvest of the same 
kind. Those who preach such doctrines now, ex- 
pect to see such a harvest, and they very often 
speak of the tremendous day, when the ripe 
leaves will be gathered in. But who will come 
rejoicing bringing in such a harvest? 

Secondly, The extent of the harvest is a subject 
that claims our notice. Jesus represented the fu- 
ture extent of his doctrine, by the parable of the 
mustard-seed, "which a man took and sowed in 
bis field; which indeed is the least of all seeds; 
but when it is grown it is the greatest among herbs, 
and becomes a tree ; so that the birds of the air 
come and lodge in the branches thereof." Also 
by the parable of the leaven, " which a woman 
took and hid in three measures of meal, till the 
whole was leavened.'^ There is a beautiful indi- 
cation of the same in the 72d Psalm, as follows ; 
"There shall be an handfuU of corn in the earth 
upon the top of the mountains ; the fruit thereof 
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shall sbake like Lebanon ; and they of the city 
shall flourish like grass of the earth/' Isaiah says, 
^' Thy people shaU be all righteous." And speak* 
ing of the Prince of peace, he says ; " Of the in- 
crease of his goyernment and peace there shall be 
no end. -' David says, ''All kings shall fall down be- 
fore hirn; all nations shall serve him- All the ends of 
the world shall remember, and turn unto the Lord ; 
and all the kindreds of the nations shall worship 
before thee. For the kingdom is the Lord's ; and 
he is the governor among the nations." This ex- 
tensive harvest was seen by St. John, on the isle of 
Fatmos, as he thus discribes ; '' I beheld, and lo, a 
great multitude, which no man dould number, of 
all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, 
stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, 
clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands; 
and cried with a loud voice, saying. Salvation to 
our God, which sitteth upon the throne, and unto 
the lamb.'' This is the rejoicing of the extensive 
harvest. And though this vast multitude of all na- 
tions, kc. were seen together, there were «* wUte 
robes" enough for them all. 

My hearers — ^You were all seen in this vision ; 
the robe of righteousness is ready for you. The 
time will come when every knee shall bow, and 
every tongue confess, that Jesus is Lord to the 
glory of God the Father. 

Though the mustard-seed was despised when the 
Saviour planted it, and though it lie a long time in 
the earth, its glory will unfold and its increase 
shall satisfy the capacious desires of him who came 
to call sinners to repentance. 

Dr. Watts savs ; 

^^ Though seed lie buried long in dust, 
It shanH deceive their hope ! 
The precious graia can ne'er be lost, 
For grace insures the crop.'' • 
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LECTURE SERMON, 

DEXIVERED AT THE 

SECOND UNIVERSALIST MEETING, IN BOSTON, 
JANUARY 17, 1819. 

BT BOSfiA BALLOU, PA8T0B. 

Pnbliehed Semi-Bloiitbfy bjr Hmry Boir«a, Daronthire-strMt. 

MARK iz. 43, 44. 

iyt tn a imed ^ tkttn lUmng fwo hmndi to g9 mic htU^ ini9 the fire that 
wcf ir wMH h% p tm €h€4 t^Whtn tiuir wtfm HMh nat^ at^ the Jirtit 
ntifnefuiud. 

Some ot tbe motires which ha?e inclined the 
speaker to call tbe attention of this audience to 
the coosidefation of this portion of divine truth are 
tbe followinii^: 

!• There is, perhaps, no passage in the scriptures, 
that has been more commonly used to lead the 
minds of people to believe in the doctrine of end- 
less misery, and to be exercised with the (ear of 
such a state, than this. And as one of the objects 
of these lectures is to disprove such a doctrine, and 
to dk>w that the passages, which are usually quot- 
ed in its support, are ousapplied, it seems proper 
to notice this passage in a way to show, the error 
of its common use. And, 

2. That the opportunity may be embraced to 
enforce the argument of the text to induce tbe 
mind to submit to any privations, which are neces- 
sary to the discharge of that christian obedience, 
by which we enter into the spiritual life of the spirit 
of truth. 

27 
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We may, in tbe fii8t place, institute an inquiry', 
directed to satisfy the wind respecting tbe usual 
application of this sciipture to a future state of 
endless misery. 

In giving to this inquiry 6Uch a form as may 
tend to facilitate a judicious conclusion, tbe fol- 
lowing tbings are premised ; 

1. Tbe testimony, by wbicb any fact is to be 
proved, should be of pne, who knows the tbing to 
be a reality, to wbicb be bears ^ucb testimony*. 

2. f n a case where itfistiiiiotiy is ali tbe evidence 
that can be had, this tesliaoony should be of such a 
character as to admit of no reasonable doubt re- 
specting its true application. 

3. It is indispensable, that testimony, by which 
the belief of any proposition is to be established 
should be entiiely free from any (::ootradiclions. 
And, 

4« It is moreover proper to observe, that ia|N^>- 
portion to the greatness of the subject* on which 
we are called to form a judgment, what has been 
premised enforces its claims on the mind. 

As to the magnitude of the subject, which is qow 
called hi question, nothing exceeds it. The doc- 
trine which asseits, that mankind is to sufler un- 
speakable torments to all future eternity is a sub- 
ject, that justly requires as direct and clear evidence 
as any nameable case whatever. 

With the foregoing considerations impressed oii 
our minds, let us examine the words of our text 
with a design to ascertain the truth concerning this 
vast question. <^And if thy hand offend thee, cut 
it off; it is better for thee to enter into life maiai- 
ed, than having two baiuls, to be cast into hjdU» iol^ 
the fire that never shall be quenched ; where tfaek 
worm dietb not, and the fire is not quenched.^ — 
This is the testimony on which tbe doctrine of eter- 
nal, never-ending misery is founded. The hearer 
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18 nmst earnestly requested to lay aside all pvepm* 
seeking on this subject, am) inresti^te it witbas 
much catitioh as tile interest r which we aH bavem 
tbe subject demands. 

1. Let us ask^ is there in tlus passage any thing, 
that (vcies tot prove that its a«(bor win speaking of 
what is to take place in a fature irtate of being ? 
Most certainly, witboot adonbt^ replies the 1^ 
liever in endless pinnshnfient, for Jmus here s^aks of 
being cast hfto bell y and sinrdy hell is not in this 
W9^1d. My dear fnend^ t bnnbty Asked yon to 
lay aside alt prepossessions on tbis subject ; but m 
VDom of this, your answer is the pItKluction of pre* 
judice* Did this faithful and true witness ever say 
that hell is nM in tbis workl? Is it asserted in our 
text, that this hell is in a firture state of existent^? 
Both these qi^stions must be answered in tbtf ne* 
gative. Will our opposer say> that the whole te&- 
iimony of scripture must bet admitted m this case^ 
and Uiat we must learn where hell is, and what it b» 
by the united testimony of inspired writers 7 Te 
this we agree at once« Tbe propAiet David saya ; 
^ Great is thy mercy toward 'aie; and tbcHi hast 
Miverad my soul from the liQi\test bell.^ Afai» 
he stfys ; ** The sorrows of death compassed me, 
and tfie pains of hell gat hold upon me ; I found 
tfouMe and sorrow*'' Jonah aays; ^ I erie4 fay 
raascftt ef mine afflktion unto Ibe^ Lotd, and be 
beard me ; dut of tfibbeliy of hdl cried I, and tbem 
bett-dest my voioe^^ Now a» certaiQ as Darid and 
lonab <f?ere in- Ifaid world, when Ibey tfausafiake, 
so certain it is, that in the days of these prepbeta^ 
Mi w^s in this wbrld. Why mi|h4 It toot be in 
tbb world in the days owr Saviour was on the 
eanAb? < 

It appears eviitoot, from the passages jiMt quot* 
e4^4ltetia «tate of extreme trduUe ai^ affliction is, 
in tbe tangqagip «f' scripturift, called hell. There- 
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fore, in orilerta jtisHFf the apfrfiMtiofi ai this word 
to a state of putt inluM tit in a firture wcnrld, there 
must be a declaration tiiirectiy to thai eflbct ; but 
tiiere is no part of the text under considomlioo 
tlmt can ip any wny arnsHFer uwh a putpoM. 

SWiH it be contendt^, that as the Safiour 
; ^ Where their warm dieth not^aftd the fire ia 
not quenched,'* he must neceaBarily meati to spei^ 
of a tatnre eodless torment ? Tothis werepiy ; as 
it has already been a|^reed,tlMtt1be seriptitrM asust 
be taken in their conoeetidn, and their- united tes- 
timony admitted in this inquiry, it seems nMrt pro* 
per to connect these words of our Saviour with a 
similar passage in the 6Mh of Isaiah, which reads 
tbns ; ** Tct as the nfcw heavens, and the neW4Arth» 
tl^hfleli Fhave made, slmll remain before me, Mith 
the* Lord, so shall your seed and your naafie remain. 
And it shall come to pass, that from one new asoon 
to ano&er, and from one sabbath to another, shall 
ail iesh come to worship before me, saith tba Lord. 
▲nd they shall ffo tbtib, and look upon the earras* 
ses of the meli that have transjp^esied afainal me : 
for iheir Worm sfaaU not die, neither shall Aeir fire 
he quenched; ahdlhey shaH he an abtiorraif uato 
aU flesh/' 

By this passage the case w peiiectly dear that 
tbi #orm, and the fire that is not quenched are in 
tlris iftate of existence, where times of worship are 
aseasured Uy new moons ahd by sibbatfast* And 
there can be i»> doubt bwt the 8«fjoor, in owr text 
had Ml eye on tfah passage sa isaftih, waAwpAb of 
the same sufa^cU r* * 

We wiH nD# altow the obfector iibetty to aay, 
that it is evident that the passage in Isail* alludes 
to the time of the new heavens, and tlie new earthy 
which must refer to a fbtttre stale* 

We replvto the oti^aetor, in this case, «ad nfi 
^* Ye greatly err, not knowing the scriftaiw,'' wr 
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ikt proi»liai mhk Kih ofa^ptor. netki as followt ; 
<^Behoid I cKale new Jbeq veM, and a new earth ; and 
tbaforaar skall noi he reaamnbieredy nor come into 
and. But be ye glad and rejoice forever in that 
wbicli I cffeate ; for, bebobl» I create Jerusalem a 
Mgoicia^ and faer people a joy^^And tbey shall 
build bonnet, and inhabit them ; and they shall 
ifaini vwe^yardfly and eat tbe fruit of them*" Will <. 
bofUiefi be built^ and vine*yards be planted in a fu- i 
turn wofidi No; all these. scriptures eTidently 
regard things- which belong to our present state of 
Bttrtal existence* 

^ By a rareful comparison of the passages to which 
we bate referred, and by taking into the connec- 
tio» cMoe in SL Petnr^ and another in Revelations, 
on tba autijeetpf the new heavens, and new earth, 
and on the new Jerusalem, it appears clear that 
those scriptures were designed to represent the 
gospel dispensation* St* Paul, in his epistle to the 
Hebrews^ wbo understood the language of Isaiah, 
saya to tbe believers in Jesus ; ^ Ye are come unto 
oouni Ziooy and unto tbe city of tbe living God, 
tbe heavenly Jerusalem/' He does not say, thai 
they will get 4o this heavenly Jerusalem in a future 
woildt but be tells them, that they have already 
ecwMtoit*. 

But what does Isaiah mean by saying ; ^* They 
shall go forth, and look upon the carcasses of the 
men-lmt have transgressed against ne ; for their 
wwa» shall not die, neither diall their fire be 
Menebed; and tbey shall be an abhorring unto all 

Reply~-By all fledi, no doubt, the prophet 
aaeawt the tjientilM of different nations who should 
cocne inlo tbe gospel church and covenant ; and by 
tbe men that tfraiugressed against the Lord, he 
meant tbe Jews who rejected their Messiah. These 
Jews lire represented as tormented with a gnawing 
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vwm and a perpetual im^ and to be an abhoriiog 
to the Christiao cbwcb of Geptiles. 

These remarks seem to brinjj us directly to tlie 
ineaiuog of our text ^ It is hcftter for Ibee to en* 
ter into life roaimed^ than havii^ two baiids» to be 
cast into belI,into iMe fine that never shall be quench- 
ed; where their worcadiatb not, and the fife is not 
quenched." That is» than to be cast into tbe stale 
of condemnation and oujter darkness, where there 
i^all be weeping and gnashing of teeth, inio whiefa 
the Jews who reject the gospel will be cast. 

Will it now be asked, what will become of those 
Israelites who rejected the Messiah and bave been 
cast into this state of condenmation ? Let St. Paul 
give. the answer; ^Blindness in part is. happened 
to Israel until the fulness <^ tbe ^ntiles be cone 
in, and so. all, Israel shall be saved." 

As it has been premised that tbe testimony by 
which a belief in a proposition is to be e9tabfisbed, 
n^ust be £ree from cootradictioo, before we canal^ 
}i)W that tbe doctrine of endless misery b fntived 
^jy the scripl^re^ they must be found entirely free 
(imn any de^Jarations to tbe contrary. 

St. Paul informs 11^, that God '< wiU have all men 
to be saved," and that .Tesus ^ave himself a vuh 
som for air' men. Kow if God's will and tbe 
Saviour's ransom finally fail oC their object, what 
caa we prove from the scriptures? If tbose^vbom 
God wills tosave» and whom the Sffvioor ransomed 
ait> to be miserable eternally, who are to be sdLwedi 

The fact is, tliere is no such testimony in tbe 
scriptures, which can, with tlie least degree of fieiir- 
ness be applied U> a slAte of never ending misery ; 
and in fact if there were any such testimony in the 
scriptures, yet it could not prove the proposition* 
3?> Ions ^s there remain so many positive declara* 
lions against it. 
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Moreover, we feel it to be a duty to state, that 
in room of straining particular passages, which 
speak of the punishment of the wicked, so as to 
favoBr the idea of unlimited punishment, we should 
feel justified in restraining any passage, could such 
be found, that should seem to favour an opinion so 
dishonourable to God, and so revolting to our best 
feeim^s* 

It surely should not require so much direct tes- 
timony from the scripture to prove that God will 
have mercy on all men, as to prove that he will 
not; for if we judge the divine Being by his con- 
duct to men in this life, the evidence of bis univer- 
sal goodness is perfectly ample* And David says 
^ a^ Lord is good to all, and his tender mercies 
are over all bi» works." 

If what the scriptures assert on this subject be 
true, and if we may credit the testimony of divine 
providence we must conclude, that the doctrine 
that teaebes ubmerciftiK never ending punishment 
is a direct ioipeachment of the divine Being ; and 
is the greatest s|wcimen of ingratitude that is to 
be found in all the world. 

Thb ungrateful doctrine is now held up to foe 
the guardian of morality ! In order to foe moral 
we must solemnly and heartily accuse the kind 
Father of our spirits, who loves sinners and sent 
bis Son to be the propitiation for the sins of the 
whole world, of having predestinated millions of 
human beings to a state of endless woe, before the 
creation of the world ! If religion and morality 
begin with such ingratitude, what will be their pror 
gress ? and wbat will be their end ? 

There is one more argument nhich the opposer 
nay think ought to be noticed, which is the follow- 
ing ; As Jesus says, in our text ; " it is better for 
thee to enter into life Maimed, than having two 
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bands, to be cast into hell &c. ; as entering into 
life means enterins^ into a state of eternal felicity, 
hereafter, so being cast into hell, being the opposite 
of entering into life, seems to favor the opinion 
that this hell is in the future, eternal world. 

In replying to this argument, we shall bring the 
principal design of the text before the hearer, and 
introduce the argument of the Saviour for the pur- 
pose for which he used it 

And here the hearer b called on to observe that 
the objection to which we are now about to reply 
is, in fact, founded on a mistake. By entering into 
life, we haVe no evidence to believe, that the Sa- 
viour had any allusion to entering into a state of 
complete happiness, in the eternal, immortal state ; 
but we have evidence to the contrary of this, even 
in the text itself. Observe the words ; ** it is bet- 
ter for thee to enter into life maimed,^ Ice. He 
surely did not mean, that men were to enter into 
a state of immortality in the eternal world maimed. 

John Baptist, says ; ''he that believeth on the Son 
hath everlasting life." St. John say%, " we know that 
we have passed from death unto life, because we 
love the brethren." St Paul says, " there is, there- 
fore, now no condemnation to them which are in 
Christ Jesuit who walk not after the flesh, but after 
the spirit. For the laws of the spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin 
and death." To the Ephesians he says; "But 
God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love 
wherewith he loved us, even when we were dead 
in sin, hath quickened us together with Christ." 
This is that life into which those who believe and 
obey the gospel enter maimed. 

But the immortal state is represented glorious 
and complete. 

We shall now solicit the attentkm of the audi- 
ence to th^ consideration of what is meant by being 
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maimedy in our text, and to an illustration of the 
proper object of tbe Saviour's arj^ument. Ob- 
serve the introduction of our subject. '^ And wbo^ 
soever shall offend one of these little ones that 
believe in me, it is belter for him that a millstone 
were banged about his neck, and he were cast into 
tbe sea. And if thy band offend tb^ cut it off; 
for it is better for thee to enter into life maim* 
ed,^' &c- 

The evident meaning of the Saviour seems to be 
this; if one of your nearest connections in the 
world, even if one as dear to you as a hand, should 
oppose your yielding obedience to the gospel, part 
with this dear connection rather than part with di* 
vine truth. And though you thereby feel as one 
who has lost a band, yet what you gain is more 
than what you lose. In this connection, Jesus 
mentions the cutting off of a foot, and the pluck* 
in/i; out of an eye for the same cause as the cuting 
off of the hand; and it is very evident that this 
recommendation was given on account of tbe op- 
position that was constantly in exercise against the 
cause of truth, and which be knew would increase 
unto grevious persecution. 

Jesus said ; '' Think not that I am come to send 
peace on earth ; I came not to send peace, but a 
sword. For I am come^ to set a roan at variance 
against his father, and the daughter against her 
mother, and tbe daughter-in-law a^ainstlier moth- 
er-in-law. And a man's foes shall be they of his 
own household. He that loveth father: or mother 
more than me is not worthy of me ; and be that 
loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy 
of me. And he that taketh not his cross and fol- 
loweth after me is not worthy of me. He that 
findetb bis life shall lose it ; and he that loseth hk 
)ife for iqg sake shall find it" 
^ 28 
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It was bard indeed for the disciples of Jesus to 
part with such tender connections, and (hey, no 
doubt, fch, in some respect, as people do, who 
have lost a band, a foot, or an eve ; but then on 
the other hand, they had Jesus who is worth roore 
than all they lost 

St. Paul was called, to enter info life at the ex- 
pense of all that he held dear, of a worldy nature. 
Brought up at the feet of Gamaliel^ educated a 
Pharisee, in high esteem among his people, and in 
the confidence of the high Priest of his nation; in 
his youth wlien his prospects were exceedingly flat^ 
tering, and at a moment when he was engaged in 
rendering all possible service to the interest of those 
authorities, which were hostile to the cause and 
disciples of Christ, he is called to embrace the St-^ 
viour, and to part With all his connections and 
friends on earth. He entered into life manned. 
He felt like one who has lost a band, a foot, and an 
eye> but thereby saved his life. How often would* 
such a person think of the members gone. How 
often would he say, O that my hand, my foot, and 
my eye could again be restored. So it was with 
St. Paul. He says; " I say the truth in Christ, I 
lie not, my fionscience also bearing me witness in 
the Holy Ghost, that I- have great heaviness and 
continual sorrow in my heart. For I could wish 
that myself were accused from Christ - for ray 
brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh.** 
And again, he says ; " Brethren, my heart's desire 
and pi-ayer to God for Israel is, that they might be 
saved.*' But there he saw them, devoted to the 
worm and fire, discribed by the prophet Isaiab.— 
They were the Apostle's '^kinsmen according to 
llhe flesh." They were to him like lost members 
lof bis body, for whom he exercised great and con- 
tinual concern. 
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Will jthe advocate for teodless piiaigho|ent say, 
(bat St. Paul's ooqcerp for bis brethren was ber 
cause he believed tbey would never obtain mercy? 
Will any pi^tend that Paul was heavy-hearted, be- 
cause lie jbetieved as many do now, that they were 
consigned over to endless woe ? 

Such a supposition is in direct opposition to the 
clear and luminous arguments which this Apostle 
has left recorded in his epistles, particularly in the 
1 1th of Romans, where be fully explains the ocea* 
8ion of the blindness of the Jews^ and largely vin- 
dicates their iinal readmission to favour. Speak-^ 
ing to the Gentile believers, he says ; " For as ye 
in times past have not believed God, but have now 
obtained mercy through their unbelief^ even so have 
these now not believed that through your mercy, 
tbey pl^ oBay obtain mercy/' And as has been 
before noUced, be says ; '' All Israel shafl be 
saved." 

Jl^surely would be very contrary to the prospects 
of the cbiistian hope, to suppose that St. Paul, or 
any other Saint would spend an eternity in the 
jnaimed condition that he was in, in consequence 
of leaving his brethren in darkness and unbelief. 

Many professed Christians in our times, and in- 
deed many professed preachers of the gospely feel 
or affect to feel great concern for fear the souls of 
their fellow creatures will be finally sentenced to 
everlasting tortures in the eternal world. This is 
a maimedness, which St. Paul has informed us 
nothing of. But those who now believe the truth 
as it is in Jesus and yield obedience to its require* 
meuts enter into life maimed. They are ealled to 
part with dear connections, which are near t6 them 
as the members of (heir bodies. 

The false religion of anti-christ, like the doctrines 
of the Pharisees and the Sadducees of old, has so 
established itself by the power of tradition, is 
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yarded ami supported by so many means, which 
in the eyes of Uie world are honourable, that to 
call it in question, to presuoie to bring it into the 
light for examination excites great alarm annong 
its friends. One who has been brought up and ed- 
ucated according to the orthodox creed, joined a 
church, and formed an extensife connection in re- 
ligious society, has kind and affectionate parents, 
brothers and sifters, who are respectable nlenibers 
of the same communion, by some means which 
heaven has appointed is called to reflect on some 
of the doctrines of the church by way of query. 
Such questions as the following arise in the niind. 
How 18 it that a wise, kind, and merc*iful creator 
has predestinated, from eternity, millions of humam 
beings to endless and unspeakable torments 7 In 
bis providence, he is universally kind^ be openeth In 
band and satisfieth Ahe desire of every livmg thing ; 
why should he not be as universally kind in the 
economy of his spiritual grace T We read in the 
scriptures, that ^< God commended this love toward 
us, m that while we were yet sinners, Christ died 
for us.^' We furthermore read that Jesus Christ 
the righteous is the propitiation for the sins of (he 
whole world. Why should the scriptures q>eak in 
such terms if a few only of the human family are 
subjects of the divine favour? These thoughts 
and qiany others revolve in the mind of the sup- 
posed individual. The person thus exercised feels 
a strong desire to speak with son)e one on the sub* 
ject ; but fears arise that it may give ofience ! The 
matter is suffered to rest for the present; the per- 
son goes to the house of worship with a determina- 
tion to learn something, if possible, that may as- 
sist in solving these queries. The minister prays; 
and in bis prayer he fervently entreats the Father 
of mercies to send forth the light and power of the 
gospel even to the ends of the earth, that all may 
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be brought to a saying knowledge of God. This 
prayer awakens the attention of our querist, who 
iM>w says ; why does my oiinister pray for dll the 
world if be has no faith for the whole ? The min- 
ister preaches ; aid bis sermon is des^ned to prove 
tiie divine sovere^nty in electing soncie to ever- 
lasting life, and predestinating others to endless 
destruction. This contradiction between the prayer 
and the sermon tries the mind exceedingly* The 
person goes home, finally feels such powerful ex- 
ercises of odod, that a determination is formed to 
talk with others on the subject. 

No sooner are these aueries made known to the 
dearest connexions in life, than surprise is manifest- 
ed ; and the person asked whether they are dispos- 
ed to call in question the mysterious doctrines of 
the gospel, doubt the creeds and pretend to be wiser 
than the minister ? But all does not satisfy the 
mind, into which a few scattering beams of divine 
light have found their way. Says the supposed 
person, I will go for once and hear a preacher who 
holds up Jesus a universal Saviour. Yes, this I 
must do, and if I am despised for it I must bear it. It 
is accordingly so done, andOod blesses the word to 
the satisfaction of the heavy ladened soul, and 
Jesus now appears Lord of all. Lord of the dead 
ami the living; and the enraptured soul says, I 
have seen and nuist testify that the Father sent the 
Son to be the Saviour of the world. With the 
heart the person believes unto righteousness, and 
with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 
What is next ? The Church disowns this member 
and casts it out ; family copnections grow cold 
and alienated in their affections, and this lonely 
Sndividual enters into life manned. 

What a loss is here I Perhaps father, mother, 
brothers, sisters are parted with. Yea, perhaps a 
busb^ or a wife, as the case may he. 
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i Joys arise oq the one hand, peace is found in 
i believing, and a fifee unirersal gospel is life to tbe 
soul. On tbe other band beaviriess of beart, tbM 
those dear conoectioM, which are Jeft in gloomj 
darkness, and are exercised mlk the awful terrois 
of ever iasting misery, cannot now see and rejoice 
in this heavenly, glorious trutli, that ^' Gtod is the 
t^viour of all njen*" 

But, my brethren and sisters, though rn^fiy of 
you have entered into life maimed ; though you 
have left fathers^ motfaersf companioos, brtfthnsn 
and sisters, sons and daughters^ you are sali^&ed 
that it is better to enter irto life thus maimed, 
than to be cast into that ceaseless fire of erriHieobs 
ereeds, and to be gnawed with that restless worn 
of continual fear. 

There is likewise one consolation that osore 
tlian repays all the losses you sustain ; your faith 
and hope enter within tbe vail where Jesus enter- 
ed, in whom dwells all the fulness of the Godhead 
bm]ily ; " and ye are ^aa^UU in him.'* Whea 
you contemplate the fulness of him who filletb all 
tilings, you perceive that God has purposed to 
*' gather together in 6ne all things in Christ." You 
"know th^t Ihe head of 'every maffi is Chrbt,*' and 
that not a bone of him shall be fcnrokeo. You, 
tbertifore anticipate tbe time, when you shall enter 
into immortality and eternal life, not maioied, hot 
being complete in Christ the head of every man, 
all those dear connections who oppose you here, 
will join you there. Those who could not com- 
mune with you here, will have no partial creeds 
there- All will be illuminated with the radiant 
mm of rij^bteousness, tears will there be wiped 
from off* all faces, and there shall be no more death, 
neither sorrow nor crying, neither shall there be 
any more pain. But be that sitletb upon tbe 
throne shall make all things new> accordiiifE to tbe 
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pattern shewn unto the disciples, in the mooot' 
where Jesus was transfigured. 

That the hearer ma}* have a clear and distinet 
understanding of the general subject to which we 
have attended, a comparison should be carefully, 
made between the state of ttie disciples of Jesus, 
in (his present world, where, though spiritual life, 
and the fruits of the spirit, which are lov.e, joy, 
peace, long suffering, gentleness, goodness, and 
faith, are enjoyed, yet there are many suflferingt; 
such as persecutions for the sake of the word, sor- 
rows of heart for those who oppose the truth* and. 
all the tnaimedness signified in our text and of* 
which mention has been made, i/rith that perfect, 
glorious, and immortal state, of which Jesus spake 
when treating on the subject of the resurrection, 
and of which St. Paul, speaks in his 1st epistle to 
the Corrinthians. * 

The opposer will now say, if you are right, why 
is it not just as weH for us to remain ignorant of 
these truths as to know them ? What difference 
can it make ? 

In reply we will ask the following questions. — 
Suppose some deceived person should be led to be- 
lieve, that the coming spring will be so widely dif- 
ferent from the vernal seasons which are past, that 
in room of a warmer sun than winter affords, and in 
room of the usual zephyrs and flowers of May, the 
sun will run still lower than in winter, and the 
winds be more chilling, the frost more intense, and 
not a flower will be seen, nor a bird heard to sing ; 
further, suppose this gloomy soul should persuade 
thousands to believe his errors, and should spread 
a gloom over half the inhabitants of our country, 
how would those, who remained confident in the 
goodness and faithfulness of God, feel for their de- 
ceived friends? Would they not endeavour to 
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persuade theni away from liie^ir fean? And would 
it be jurt ai well for those who should i>6 thus de* 
ceiFed, to remain in their error, a^o live by faitb, 
and rcMfee in hope of the glory of God, which h 
baatemoK on as fast as tiioe moTes ? 

Would it not be very proper to say to the peo- 
ple, who in consequence of this gloomy unbelief, 
were making no preparations to improve the lovely 
•eaaon of seed time, repent of your errors, see to 
yottr concerns, be ready with all your means, for 
the spring is at hand, the days grow longer, it will 
be but a short time before the flowers shall appear 
and the time of the singing of birds will come ? 
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HEBREWS ii. 14, U. 

^F\numMch then at ike ehOdren mn p(vrtak$rs efJUth and bloody h^ tUs» 
kimstlf hktwu€ took part of the tame ; that throiigh death he might de^ 
9tny him that had the poiHr of ieathy that it^ the detdl ; — And deliver 
ihim vho^ ihr9%igh/Urof de^h^ were att their irfetime subject to bon^ 

The first enquiry, to which the attention of the 
bearer is inyited, will be directed to ascertaia some 
particulars relative to the children mentioned in 
our text 

We shall see, by the context, that these children 
C(MtDprebend the whole human family. In refer- 
ence to a passage in the 8th Psalms, the Apostle 
ars; ^But one in a certain place testified, nay in^9 
WhtA is man that thou art mindful of him ? or the 
son of man that thou visitest him? Thou madest him 
a little lower than the angels ; thou crowiaredst him 
with glory and honour and didst set him over the 
works of thy hands : Thou hast put all things in 
sutjection under his feet. For in that he put all 
io subjection under him, he left hothing that is not 
put under him. But now we see not yet all things 
put under him : But we see Jesus, who was made 
a little lower than the angels for the suffering of 
29 
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death, crowned with glory and honour ; that be by 
the grace of God should taste death for every man." 
By many it is evident, the Apostle meant the whole 
humanity, as did the prophet also in the passage 
referred to ; and by every man, he meant the same 
thing in a distributive vic^j^.. 

The Apostle's argument evidently amounts to 
this ; the glory and honour to wbich man was orig- 
inally destined by his Creator, we now see com- 
plete in Jesus, who tasted death for every man, 
and in him only. 

Immediately following what we have just quot^ 
ed from our contact, the author, in giving the rea- 
son for the sufferings of Jesus, calls the whole hu- 
man nature, taken in the distributive sense before 
noticed, sons ; ^* For it became him, for whom are 
all things, and by whom are all things, in bringing 
many sons unto glory, to make the captain of Uieir 
salvation perfect through sufTerings.'' 

Here it is importdftt that we notice distinctly, 
that the Apostle designed to speak of the divine 
creature when he spake of him, ^ for whom are 
all things, and by whom are all things ;'^ and when 
be spake of many sons, he meant the same as be 
did by every man ; and when he spake of bringing 
many sons to glory, he meant the bringing of every 
man to the glory which we see in Jesm, of which 
he had just spoken. 

Directly following our last quotation, the author 
calls these many sons, who are to be brought unto 
glory, the brethren of him who is their sanctifier 
and says that they are one with him ; *^ For both 
he that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are 
' all of one : for which cause he is not ashamed to call 
thena brethren ; saying, I will declare thy name 
unto my brethren ; in the midst of the church will 
I sing praise unto thee." 
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Bj him ffho sanctifieth, the author means Jesuf, 
i¥ho is the captaia of our salvation ; by those who 
are sanctified, he means every man or the many 
sons, of whom he had just spoken, and by brethren 
he means the same thing, and furthermore he calls 
them the church. 

Our author introduces our glorified Saviour, as 
Vdying; *' Behold I, and the children which God 
bath given me.** These children are the same as 
expressed by the Apostle in the following words 
which havjB been quoted ; " What is man r' mean- 
ing the whole human nature. " Every man,** mean- 
ing the same. ^< Many sons,** comprehending the 
same. " Brethren** of the great sanctifier ; ** The 
church.*' These are the children mentioned in our 
text, who are partakers of flesh and blood. 

Having ascertained in the first section of our in- 
quiry, that the children mentioned in our text com- 
prehend the whole human family, we may attempt 

2dly, To show who is the Father of these child- 
ren. This question is settled at once by the author 
in the context, in the following words which have 
been noticed ; ^^ For it became him, for whom are 
all things, and by whom are all things, in bringing 
many sons unto glory, to make the captain of their 
salvation perfect through sulBferings.*' These many 
sons^ who are brought unto glory, are the children 
mentioned in our text, and he for whom are all 
things, and by whom are all things^ i^ the Father of 
these children^ 

If it seem incorrect to the bearer, to call aH men 
the children of God, and if any objection be made 
to this doctrine on account of the sinfulness of 
man's character, our argument may be supported 
by the following considerations. 

St. Luke in tracing the genealogy of Jesus car- 
ries it up to the creation of man, and says; "Which 
was the son of Enos, which was the son of Seth) 
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which vrasthe son of Adam, which was the son of 
God." If it be proper to call' Adam the son of 
God, it seems also to be proper to call all the des- 
cendants of this first man, the children of God. 

If the objection be urged on account of the sinful 
character of man, we reply, that the children do 
not destroy this relation by disobedience. For as 
the relation of parent and child certainly exists be* 
fore the child becomes active in obedience, or dis*- 
obedience ; it would be false reasoning to argue 
that obedience could constitute this relation, or 
that disobedience would disannul it. The Lord 
says, by the prophet Jeremiah ; " Turn, O back- 
sliding children, saith the Lord ; for I am married 
tinto you.*' Thus the divine Being addresses the 
wicked by the endearing appellation of children. 

That it is consistent with the doctrine of Jesus to 
allow that sinners are the children of God, this di- 
vine teacher fully shows where he teaches us to 
pray, and say ; " Our father which art in heaven — 
forgive us our sins." Here Jesus teaches the sin- 
ner to call God his Father. 

St. Paul, speaking to the Athenians, as recorded 
in the 17th Acts, said ; ** God that made the world, 
and all things therein, — hath made of one blood all 
nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the 
earth, and hath determined the times before ap* 
pointed, and the bounds of their habitation ; that 
they should seek the Lord, if haply they might 
feel after him, and find him, though be be not far 
from every one of us ; for in him we live, and 
move, and have our being ; as certain also of your 
own poets have said, for we are also his offspring." 
According to this declaration, " all nations of men" 
are the offspring of God. Let us inquire, 

3dly. What this relation of all men to the di- 
vine Being consists in} 
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It seems that the simple fact of man's being ere- 
jatedy or formed of the dust of the ground by the 
hand of God, is not altogether a sufficient cause to 
account for his being called his offspring; for it is 
erident that all other creatures and things were 
equally the production of the divine Power ; but 
the beasts of the field, the fowl of heaven, the fish 
of the sea are not called the offspring and children 
of God. 

If a man, who is a mechanic, contrive and make 
ever so curiow or valuable a piece of ma<;hinery, 
it would not justify our calling him the father of 
this production of his skill, nor would it justify our 
calling this machine the son, child, or offspring of 
him who made it. But if a man have born to him 
a child, this child partakes of the very nature of 
the parent, and it is this participation which consti- 
tutes the relation of father and child. So if the 
^Father of spirits^' has so constituted man, that he 
is a partaker of his nature, he is, in a most proper 
and divine sense the child and offspring of God. 

This is the nature of the relation which consti- 
tutes all men the children of God, and this relation 
lies at the foundation of the divine economy, by 
which we are amply provided with all things which 
appertain to life and godliness. This relation 
accounts for all which we read in the scriptures of 
the love, mercy, and compassions of the divine Be* 
ing towards man* We cannot conceive the possi- 
bility of any being's loving that which is totally 
different from itself. 

But man "is the image and glory of God,'' and 
it is as consistent with the nature of things, for God 
to love his own image in mankind, as it is for par- 
ents to love their image in their children. 

This relation accounts for the moral obligation 
that men are under to love God above every other 
object. " Thou shalt love the Lord, thy God with 
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all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
strenfftb," is not an arbitrary command, but is es- 
tablished on the nature of the divine relation in 
which we stand to our Father which is in heaven* 
If there were in nature any thing more calculated 
to happify mankind than is the divine Being, that 
thing would certainly have the greatest claim on 
our love. 

But this is not the case ; there is not in the whol« 
universe any thing so favourable to man, as is the 
Father of his spirit God is the Ibuntain from 
which we came, and nothing but God can satisfy 
the souL 

David said ; *' As the hart panteth after the wa* 
ter-brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O tied. 
My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God." If 
water were not a part of the composition of the 
human body, we should never feel a desire for it, 
nor could it give us the least refreshment. So if 
we were not partakers of the divine nature in our 
constitution as mortal beings, we could never feel 
the least desire for God, nor could the communi- 
cations of the divine spirit give us life or any re- 
freshment* How eagerly does one who is thirsty 
receive the cooling draught, and with what exquis- 
ite pleasure does he slake his parching thirst. Je- 
sus says: ''If any man thirst, let him come unto 
me and drink ;" Drink what ? The spurit of truth 
which is a well of water springing up into ever- 
lasting life* 

This divine relation, which constitutes all men 
the children of God^ explains the meaning of such 
passages as the following ; " For the earnest expec- 
tation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation 
of the sons of God. — Because the creature itself 
also shall be delivered from the bondage of corrup- 
tion into the gloric^s liberty of the children of 
God: — For we know that, if our earthly house of thfe 
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tabernacle were dissolved^ we have a building of 
God, an bouse not made witb bands, eternal in tbe 
beaTens. For in this we groan, earnestly desiring 
to be clothed upon witb our bouse which is from 
heaven. For we that are in this tabernacle do 
groan, being burdened ; not for that we would be 
unclothed, but clothed upon, that mortality might 
be swallowed up of life." Id these passages men 
are represented as the sons of God, and while they 
are in the ^earthly house of this tabernacle, they 
are considered in a state of bondage, from which 
they groan to be delivered ; and the state into which 
they are to enter when the earthly house is dissolv- 
ed, is the glorious liberty of the children of God, 
to inhabit a house not made with bands eternal in 
the heavens. 

Now if man was wholly of an earthly nature, 
if the natural elements which constitute bis earth- 
ly house of this tabernacle compose the whole of 
his nature, would there be the least shadow of sense 
in such scriptures ? 

To conclude this general inquiry concerning the 
children mentioned in our text. We may ask, in 
what way the passage under consideration is to be 
understood, unles$( this divine relation of mankidd 
to the Father of our spirits be granted ? " Tbe 
children are partakers of flesh and blood ;" If the 
children were nothing but flesh and blood, why is it 
said, that they are partakers of flesh and blood ? 
*^ He rJesus) also himself likewise took part of the 
tame. If Jesus consisted only of flesh and blood 
is it intelligible language to say, he took part of 
the same ? 

But the christian hearer will say at once, that be 
has no doubt that Jesus partook of the divine na« 
ture and stood in a constituted relation to his Fa- 
ther, and was something besides flesh and blood. 
Now when all this is conceded, tbe bearer's atteo-^ 
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tfon is inTited to reconsidef a part of the context 
which baa been noticed; "For both he that sanctifi* 
eth and they who are sanctified are all of one ; 
for which cause he is not ashamed to call them 
brethren." If Jesus, who is the sanctifier, and 
irlankind who is sanctified by him, are all of one, 
so that he is not ashamed to call men his brethren, 
then it is plain that the nature of the relation of 
Jesus to the Father is the nature of the relation 
of every man to the Father of our spirits* And 
this agrees with the scripture which saith that Je- 
sus in " the first born among many brethren. 

The hearer is cautioned against supposing that 
we mean to level the blessed Redeemer to no more 
than equality with ou selves, by contending that 
the relation in which we stand to our Father and 
his Father; to our God and his God, is the same 
in which he himself stands; for though all this is 
evident from the scriptures, yet it is also contained 
in them, that " God hath highly exalted him, and 
given him a name that is above every name that is 
named, whether in this world or that which is to 
come, that in the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow of things in heaven, and things on earth, and 
things under the earth ; and that every tongue 
should confess that Jesus is Lord to the glory of 
God the Father/' 

We may now notice the moral condition which 
our text and context give to the children oamed ia 
the text, and concerning whom We have endeav- 
oured to direct the foregoing researches. 

On this question we may say but little ; as the 
subject is rendered sufficiently clear by the scrip- 
ture under consideration and its connection. 

In our text, these children are said to be partaker^ 
of flesh and blood, and to be in bondage through 
fear of death. Just above the Apostle had said, 
as has been twice noticed ; ** Both he that sanctifi^ 
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•th and they who are sanctified are all of one^^Sftc. 
iBy this we learn that the childn^n were in an un- 
sanctified state, which rendered their sanctification 
necessary. And this agrees i^ ith the following ac- 
count which we find in the Apostle's writing to the 
Ephesians ; " Husbands love your wives, even as 
Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for 
it ; that he might sanctify and cleanse it with the 
washing of water by the word ; that he might pre- 
sent it to himself a glorious church, not having spot» 
or wrinkle, or any such thing ; but that it should be 
holy, and without blemish/' 

This is the church of which mention is made in 
oiu- context: ^ I will declare thy name unto my 
brethren ; in the midst of the church will I sing 
praise unto thee." . 

This is the church which Jesus loved, when it 
was unsanctified, unclean, full of spots and wrinkles, 
and in a state of bondage. This church consists of 
every man or the whole human family, as the 
Apostle saith in the place where our text lies; 
'< But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower 
than the angels, for the suffering of death, crowned 
with glory and honour; that he by the grace of 
God might taste death for every man.'' 

Our next inquiry may be directed to obtain the 
meaning of the following words ; ^^ He also himself 
likewise took part of the same ; that through death 
he might destroy him that had the power of death, 
that is, the devil*'' 

These words seem to indicate the following 
thincs; — 1st. That the devil has the power of death. 
2d. That the devil may be destroyed. 3d. That 
the means by which the devil can be destroyed is 
that of death. And, 4th. That Jesus took on him 
flesh and blood for the purpose of destroying the 
devil, by means of death. Apprehensions are en- 
tertained that we are about to encounter son^e for- 
• 30 
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midablt difficulties in the progress of this inquiiy, 
especially if we entertain the Opinion concerning 
the devil, which has been generally belieyed. Thig 
opinion supposes, that the devil is an immortal spirit, 
that he was once an angel of light, and an inhabi- 
tant of heaven, in which God and holy angels 
dwell. It supposes that this angel rebelled aganist 
the Almighty, for which cause he was driven out 
of heaven, and cast down to hell, where he will ex- 
ist in unspeakable torments as long as God shall 
exist in heaven, happiness, and glory. 

Dr. Watts, whose opinion, concerning the devil, 
or satan, was according to the wisdom of other doc- 
tors, has left the following as his sentiment, to be 
read and sung in christian devotion : 

^^ Far in the deep where darkness dirells, 

'^ The land of horror and despair, 

^' Justice hath bnilt a dismal hell, 

*^ And laid her stores of vengeance there. 

^' Eternal plagues, and heayjr chains, 

^^ Tormenting racks and firej coals, 

^^ And darts t' inflict immortal pains, 

(( Djr^d in the blood of damned souls. 

'^ There Satan the first sinner lies, 

^' And roars and bites his iron bands ; 

^' In vain the rebel strives to rise, 

'^ CrushM wiUi the weight of both thy hands.^^ 

Now it is certainly very difRcuItt according to thi^ 
doctrine, to account for all that the scriptures say 
indicating that the devil has continually sojourned 
in this world. This same author supposes thai this 
satan, who lies in the "dismal heir of which be 
spake, crushed with the weight of both the hands of 
the Almighty, and who strives to rise from his con- 
finement in vain, was the tempter who beguiled 
our mother Eve. He says ; 

" When Satan in the serpent hid, 
^' Proposed the fruit that God forbid.^^ 

And not only does this common opinion about tbe 
devU, suppose he was the tempter, who beguiled 
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ETe» but it supposes that he is present wit)i ^Tery 
man through his whole lifetime on earth, tempting 
us to sin ! 

But our authors have not told us how the devil 
can be confined to that <^ dismal hell," of which 
they say so much, and at the same time be here 
on earth to superintend the vast affairs of sin and 
wickedness throughout all nations and kingdoms of 
the world. 

There are more difficulties still which we must 
di9pose df as prudently as possible. 

If the devil be in fact an immortal spirit, and if 
he be confined to a state of endless misery, how 
shall we understand the Apostle in our text, who 
says, that Jesus took nesh and blood, that through 
death he might destroy him that had the power of 
death, that is, the devil ? 

How could Jesus, by dying, destroy an immor* 
f al, spiritual being ? and one too who is to exist as 
long as Jesus shall exist? 

I^ot only is it believed, that the devil will exist 
as long as Jesus, who died to destroy him, but it 
is likewise believed that he will be able to main- 
tain his government over a much larger number of 
the human race, than will ever be made subject to 
the laws of the Redeemer. In support of this 
opinon, such passages of scripture as the following 
are frequently cited ; ** Many jire called, but few 
are chosen. — Wide is the gate and broad is the 
way that leadeth to destruction, and many there 
be which go in thereat : Because strait is the gate, 
and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and 
few there be that find it.** It is believed that the 
adversary is continually^ exerting himself, and 
using all his infernal arts to lead men into sin, that 
the divine Being may be moved to sentence them 
to his dismal abode, where he may have the con- 
trol of them forever ; on the other hand, it is be- 
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fiered that Jesus Christ is continually employing 
all the means of grace to bring sinners to repent- 
ance, that they may be his happy subjects in the 
eternal world ; but the result of all these counter 
operations, and tbb warfare between Christ and 
the adversary will be a/cn; to the praise of the glory 
of the Redeemer's name, and many victims to the 
more successful endeavours of the prince of dark- 
ness ! 

, Notwithstanding these sentiments are thought to 
be true, and of essential importance in the christian 
dcictrine, yet we hear abundance said, find much 
written, and not a little sung of the glorious victory 
which Jesus won over the adversary, when he died, 
and rose from the dead. But if those sentiments 
be correct, which give the result of the warfare, 
between Christ and the adversary so much in favour 
of the latter, it is evident that another contest^ and 
one more like victory would establish the adversary 
in universal dominion ! 

That we may, at once deliver our minds from all 
the inconsistencies which the common opinion 
concerning the devil involves, let us avail ourselves 
of the important fact, that no such sentiment is 
found in the scriptures, nor in the least favoured by 
reason or common sense. 

That the devil was ever a holy angel we have no 
account in the scriptures ; that any man was ever 
tempted by an agent distinct from the powers of 
flesh and blood we have no reason to believe. 
St. James says ; <* Every man is tempted, when be 
is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed*^' And 
it is a fact, that we are never tempted to commit 
any sin, that may not be accounted for without a 
separate agent. ^ 

The word devil, ol^j|mJlan, means an adversary* an 
enemy, an opposer. And this character every man 
finds in himself. Every man, being a partaker of 
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flesh and blood, has the adversary in him, who 
tempts him to sio ; and can say, with as much pro- 
priety as St. Paul did, ** In me, that is in my flesh, 
dwelletb no good thing.'* The Apostle further 
says ; *^ J delight in the law of God alter the inward 
man. But 1 see another law in my members 
warring against the law of my mind, and bringing 
me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my 
members." Again he says, **the flesh lusteth 
against the spirit, and the spirit against the flttsh ; 
and these are contrary the one to the other ; so that 
ye cannot do tlie things that ye would. — Now the 
works of the flesh are roanifest,which are these: adult* 
ery,fornication,uncleanness,lasciviousness,idolatry, 
witchcraft, hatred,var]ance, emulations, wrath,strifey 
seditions, heresies, envyings, murders, drunkenness, 
revellings, and such like." Again he says ; *< the 
carnal mind is enmity against God, is not subject 
to his law, neither indeed can be." 

This "carnal mind," this " law of sin,*' this enmity 
against God, is the devil, that has the power of 
deatl), for "to be carnally minded is death.'* Cor- 
ruption and mortality are within the powers of 
flesh and blood, and the history of sin, evil, and 
death no where eictends beyond those limits. 

This power of the flesh was figuratively repre- 
sented by the serpent, which beguiled Eve ; and 
it was said to the serpent ; " dust shalt thou eat all 
the days of thy life.** I'he .prophet Isaiah says ; 
'^ dust shall be the serpent's meat. 

This serpent is not an immortal spirit ; for such 
a spirit surely would not feed on dust ; and the 
words ; " all the days of thy life,*' certainly indicate 
that the life of the serpent would come to an end. 

It seems that our subject must now be plainly 
seen by the hearer. 

" Forasmuch then as the children are partakers 
of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took 
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part of Ibe same ; that through death he might 
destroy him thai had the power of death» that is, 
the devil." That is, as the children of God, the 
heirs of life and immortality are partakers of flesh 
and blood, in order to aboUsh death and bring life 
and immortality to light ; in order to destroy the 
devil and hb works, and to triumph over all these 
earthly and carnal powers, Jesus took on him flesh 
and blood, was made in all pointy like unto his 
Inrethren, was tempted in all points as we are, sub- 
dued every temptation of the flesh, by the power 
of the spirit which he had without measure, laid 
down his natural life, arose from the dead incor- 
ruptible and immortal. ^' He dieth no more ; death 
hatb no more dominion over him." Flesh and 
blood which cannot inherit the kingdom of God, 
and corruption which cannot inherit incorruption 
are no more. The serpent's days are ended, he 
has ne more dust to eat, he is destroyed and b no 
more. 

If the adversary bad an immortal constitution! 
could exist out of flesh and blood as well as in them, 
the putting ofl* of flesh and blood, would only de- 
mcJish one of the enemy's encampments, while it 
would leave him unbounded space and eternity 
to occupy still. 

We may now draw to a conclusion, by an at- 
tempt to illustrate the following clause of our text; 
" And deliver them, who through fear of death, 
were all their lifetime subject to bondage.^' 

For want of the knowledge of life and innriortality 
which Jesus has brought to light by his resurrection 
from the dead, men are perpetually subject to b«>n- 
dage through fear of deatn. But a t^^ief in the 
gospel of our blessed Redeemer gives us a com- 
plete victory over all such fears. It enters the si- 
lent, dark mansion of Uie dead, with a steady clear 
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light which directs us to the bright abodes of im- 
mortal life. 

The disciples of Jesus, who were favoured with 
positive evidence of the resurrection of the Saviour, 
were so completely delivered from the bondage of 
fear, that they never hesitated to publish the doc- 
trine of the resurrection even to the perpetual hai- 
ard of their lives. 

Such was the persuasion which St Paul had of 
the truth of the resurrection, and the glory of the 
future world, that he^ said ; '^ I am in a strait be- 
tween two, having a desire to depart, and to be with 
Christ ; which is far better/' This Apostle built 
all his hopes of a future existence on the fact of the 
resurrection of Jtfsus Christ. He says ; " If Christ 
be not raised, your faith is vain ; ye are yet in your 
sins. — But now is Christ risen from the dead, and 
become the first fruits of them that slept. — ^For as 
in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made 
alive." He further says ; " The first man is of the 
earth, earthy ; the second man is the Leitl from 
beaven.-^And as we have borne the image of the 
earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly.** 

In the image of the earthy man we find the carnal 
mind, which is enmity against God, is not subject to 
his law, neither indeed can be. We find a law in 
our members warring against the law of our mind, 
and bringing us into captivity to the law of sin. 
We find all the fruits of the flesh, and all the devil, 
of which the Apostle speaks in our text, that has 
tjie powerof death. But in the image of the heav- 
»eiily: maniione of; these things exist. No carnal 
mind, no enniity against God,"* no law in the mem- 
bers warring against the law of the mind. That 
flesh and blood which cannot inherit the kingdom 
of God, and that corruption which cannot inherit 
incorruption will exist no more. 
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The " whole creation** thus delivered firom (tie 
bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of 
the children <)f God, will realise the fulness of 
what we now see but in part. 

My brethren, how near are these things ! but a 
moment, as it were, separates bs from the immor- 
tal scenes anticipated by the christian faith. The 
riew of these eternal things and a steady belief, in 
them, are present victory over the powers of the 
flesh. This is indeed a holy calling, a calling to 
heavenly mindedness and heavenly conversation. 
These thoughts and contemplations are blossoms in 
the desert, they are pools in parched ground. This 
doctrine of eternal life is a river in a dry place, 
the shadow of a great rock in a^iweary land. 

Jesus says ; " In the world you shall have tribu- 
lation, but in me ye shall have peace.'* 

My friends, do not reject and refuse this peace, 
this joy, this consolation, because it is free to all. 
You do not refuse the light and wannth of the sun 
because all men have it ; why then will you turn 
your backs on the grace of Jesus because he is that 
wisdom which is without partiality ? 
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REVELATION, xxi. 8. 

'* B%U the ftatfid^ oM im&e^ievfftg, <a\A the obemiMAle^ and nnurderere, 
amd ^theremtmgen^ and toretrert^ and idolaters^ atuiaU lyart^ thaU have 
ikeir part in the lake which bumeth leiih fire and brinutone ; ibhich U 
tkeeecanddealh.^^ 

This passage is amoi^ the number which hare 
been Used to prove a state of intolerable misery in 
the eternal world, and continually recited in thosfe 
terrific sermens which were designed to awakeb 
tiie fears, and operate on the timidity of the igno- 
rant. 

Our duty leads us to investigate the use which 
has been made of this passage, to examine the pro- 
priety of its common application, and as plainly u 
possible refute whatever may appear incongruous 
with the word of God, and the doctrine of his graee. 
It will likewise be expected, that suitable labour 
will be directed to discover the true sense of this, 
and similar passages. . v 

Our text informs us, that the lake of fire imd^ 
brimstone is the second death, and as this death is 
called '< the second death," it evidently refers to a 
first deatki 4rhe common doctrine of the church 
supposes that the first death b the death of the 
31 
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natural body, and the second death "the eternal 
condemnation of the soul and body after the re- 
surrection, in a state of the most exquisite torture. 

There seems to be no small inconsistency in this 
opinion, in that it makes the second death to be 
second to something as entirely different from it-^ 
self as any thing could be invented. The death of 
the body consists in a total extinction of animal 
life, in an intire destitution of all sense, and ren- 
ders the subject incapable of pleasure or paiq. 
Where then is the propriety of calling a state of 
the quickest sensation, and the most intolerable 
misery second to that which is altogether unlike it? 

While a person lives in this world, he is sulnect 
to sorrow, adversity, sickness, and pain. Why 
then would it not seem altogether more congruous 
to call a state of misery hereafter the second life, 
than to call it the second death, that is, second to 
the death of the body ? 

Another very great inconsistency in the common 
use of our text is, that it supposes that afler peo- 
ple shall have ceased from all the sins which are 
enumerated in the text, and are in a constitution of 
existence in which no such crimes can ever be com- 
mitted, they are then and there to be tormented 
for what the^ did in this world. No one supposes 
that there will be unbelievers, whoremongers, idol- 
aters, &c. in the eternal world. What reason tben 
is there in, supposing, that in a world where no 
crime can ever be committed, crimes will be eter- 
nally punished? In this i^orld we are obliged to 
punish crimes, and the object is to reclaim the 
criminal, or to deter others from committing like 
offences, or both. But what is this punishment for 
jn the eternal world, in which no one pretends 
that any crime can ever be committ^ ?* 

, Will the advocate for this hereafter punishment, 
pretend that it is iniSicted on mankind because they 
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jbave been sinful in this world ? ' We yoU then en- 
deavour to show that this is not a correct answer. 

ISuppose then that a man now comniits a criuie^ 
say theft, or murder, must he be punished t Yes, 
he surely must be punished. Why, what necessity 
is there of this punishment ? Answer ; if he t>e 
not punished,^ he will repeat the crime with impu* 
nity, and restraint will be taken from others, and 
crimes will be multiplied 

This is admitted as a rational answer, and pub- 
lic sentiment yields to the execution of the law. 

But this answer cannot be given in relation to 
this supposed punishment in the future world ; for 
puD^hm^nt can be no terror to evil doers, where 
there are none. 

In case of criminality in this world, could it be 
made to appear, that the relinquishment of penalty 
would in no way tend to multiply crimes, the hu- 
manity and good sense of the public would most 
surely discontinue to punish. 

It is evident that punbhment regards the future, 
and directs its endeavours to reclaim {rota wicked* 
ness and to prevent crimes. 

By the prophet Isaiah, God says to sinful Israel ; 
** Why should ye be stricken any more ? Ye will 
revolt more and more.*' The evident sense of this 
is, there is no good reason for punishing, unless evil 
can be prevented by it. 

But what evil will be prevented by this endless 
punishment in the future world ? Its advocates do 
not pretend that it will either n^ke its subjects bet* 
ter, or restrain others from sin. 

But it is said, that it is nece9sary to hold up the 
terrors of endless punishment to deter people 
from committing sin in this world. If this be all, 
there is no necessiti of the doctrine^s being a truth, 
if it be believed, though in fact it be false,^ it has 
all the effect to deter people from conunittingsio 
that it would have were it true. 
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But we ntt ready to deny even this uti^ to the 
doctrine in question. For the advocate ^f the 
doctrine makes pro?i^ions which completely nullify 
its power to produce any such effect. He informs 
the transgressor that if he repent of his aios any 
time in this life he will avoid this punishment here- 
after ; and moreover he certifies hi«i that repent- 
ance is within his own power, and that he can re- 
pent any time if he will. Now where is the terror! 

We will suppose that our legislature makes a 
law, that if a man steal to the amount of a certain 
'sum, he shall, on conviction thereof be confined to 
hard labour for life, unless he shall in one week af- 
ter committing the crime wash his hands in clean 
water. Would there be any terror in this law } 
Would this law prevent wicked men from stealing? 
No, it would not. Nor does telling them thatiinlesd 
they repent of their sins before they die they will 
be punished for them in the future world prevent 
their committing sins. 

tiaving suggested these improprieties in the 
common use of our text, we may now proceed to 
inquhe for the scripture doctrine concerning it. 

As this lake of fire and brimstone is called the 

second death, we wish to have it kept in mind, that 

wherever we read of the lake of fire^ the same is the 

'second death; and wherever we read of the second 

death, the same is the lake of fire. 

The first passage in which we find the second 

* death mentioned, m the^ words, is recorded in the 
2d of Revelations, and in the epistle to the church 
of Smyrna ; " Fear none of those things which tbou 

'sbalt suffer; behold, the devil shallcast some of 
you into prison, that ye may be tried : and ye shall 

* hiive tribulation ten days: be thou faithnil unto 
' death, and I will give thee a crown of life ; He 
^ that hath ah ear let him hear what the spirit aaitk 
' unto the churches : he that overcometh shall not be 

hurt of the second death." 
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Th3s was written to a christian church, and 
plainly indicated that those who should not over- 
come the trials with which they were about to be tried, 
but who i^ould be overcome by them, should be 
hurt of the second death. 

If the hearer will use proper caution on this sub- 
ject, wtmt is meant by the second death will be 
▼ery plainly seen. This church of Smyrna had 
been collected from amons the Gentile idolaters. 
The state they were in, before their conversion to 
Christianity is called death in the language of the 
Hew Testament. In his epistle to the Ephesians, 
St Paul says ; ** But God who is rich in mercy, 
lor his great love wherewith he loved us, even when 
we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together 
with Christ.'' The blindness of the Jews and the 
idolatry of the Gentiles are represented as a state 
of death from which the gospel was designed to 
raise and quicken the nations. Jesus said ; '^ The 
hour is coming and now is, when the dead shall 
bear the voice of the Son of God, and they that 
bearfihall live*" St. John says; <' We know that 
we have passed f^om death unto life, because we 
love the brethren." And St Paul again says; 
** For ihe law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus 
baUi made me free from the law of sin and death.'* 

This state of moral death in which the gospel 

found both Jews and Gentiles is the first death. 

From this death the gospel <][uickened and raised its 

converts into newness of life and espoused them 

^io Christ. 

* To the Romans St. Paul says ; " Likewise reckon 
ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but 
alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Let not sin, therefore reign in your mortal bodies, 
that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof : Neith- 
er yield ye your members as instruments of un- 
righteousness unto sin ; but yield yourselves unto 
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God, as tlibse that are alive from the dead, and your 
members as instrumeots of righteousness uni6 
God:: 

Being made alive unto God by faith in Jesua, 
and having turned their backs on the idols they had 
formerly worshipped, these Gentile christians were 
exposed to grievous persecutions ; and in this 
epistle^ which St, John wrote on the isle of Patmos, 
they are reminded of certain trials which they were 
at)out to encounter, and are told that those, who 
should overcome, should not be hurt of the second 
death. That is, if they remained stedfast in the 
doctrine of Christ, they should not aii;ain fall into 
a state of death, which would be to them a second 
death. 

% In the. epistle to the church of Sardis we have 
an account of this death's having actually taken 
place. The following is the account ;-** I know thy 
works, that thou hast a name that thou livest and 
art dead." This death had come tipon them in 
consequence of their having defiled their garments. 
The writer says to the minister of the church ; 
" Thou hast a few names even in Sardis, which have 
not defiled their garments ; and they shall walk 
with me in white: for they are worthy.'* This was 
a plain intimation that the most of them in Sardis 
had defiled their garments ; and if they had defiled 
their garments, it proves that they had had clean 
garments, for that which b not clean cannot be 
defiled. 

Here then the case is plain. Those people had 
been washed in the water of regeneration ; their 
garments had been made white in the blood of the 
Lamb ; they had been made alive by the quicken- 
ing spirit of Christ ; but now they had turned from 
the holy commandments which had been delivered 
unto them ; they had defiled their earmeots ; and 
though they retained the name of Christ, yet th^y 
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were dead; and this death must be the second 
death ; for they had been dead in sin before. 

The writer of the epistle further observes; 
** He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in 
white raiment ; and I will not blot out his name 
out ef the book of iife, but I will confess bis name 
before my Father, and before his angels.^ . Now 
it is plain that those who had defiled their garments 
had not overcome, and as they were dead, their 
names were blotted out of the book of life. This 
shows that their names had been in the book of 
life, for if they had not, how could they have been 
blotted out. Names that are in a book ibay be 
blotted out of that book, but it Is not possible to 
blot a name out of a book in which it was never 
written ! 

We can now see the reasonableness of saying, 
that the second death is the apostacy which has 
taken place under the gospel dispensation. 

Of this falling away we read in a number of 
passages. St. Paul speaks of it to the Thessaloni- 
ans as follows ; ** Let no man deceive you by any 
means ; for that day shall not come, except their 
come a falling away first, and that man of sin bb 
revealed ; the son of perdition — whom the Lord 
shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and 
shall destroy with the brightness of his coming.'^ 

St. Peter speaks of apostate christians, and calls 
them ** cursed children ; which have forsaken the 
right way, and are gone astray.'^ And further he 
says of them ; ** If after they have escaped the 
pollutions of the world, through the knowledge of 
the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again 
entangled therein, and overcome ; the latter end is 
worse with them than the beginning. 

. For it had been better for them not to have 
known the way of righteousness, than, after they 
have known it, to turn from the holy command- 
ments delivered unto them." 



Digitized by 



Google 



248 

'Itis evident ^t those of whom the Apo0tle 
spake, had been in the rlsht way, otherwise they 
could not have forsaken it They had known the 
way of rigfateoashess, but had turned from the holy 
cpmofiandnients which they had received ; they had 
escaped the pollutions of the world, through the 
knowledge of Jesus, but were again entangled 
therein and overcome. These were dead the 
second time. Jude speaks of them as follows; 
^' These are spots in your feasts of charity, when 
they feast with yout feeding, themselves without 
fear ; clouds are they without water, carried about 
of winds ; trees whose fruit withereth, without frinl^ 
twice dead, plucked up by the roots*" 

Let it be observed in this place* that the errors 
by which Christianity was early corrupted, and the 
false doctrines which were introduced into the 
church, tofi^tlier with aU the vile and abooiinable 
idolatries and senseless superstitions which have 
characterised Christianity K>r ages form what we 
mean by the second death, and constitute what the 
scriptures mean by a lake of fire and brimstone* 

We have an account of this fire and brimstone 
in the 14th of Revelations as follows ; '* And the 
third angel followed them, saying with a loud 
voice, if any man worship the beast and his image, 
and receive bis mark in his forehead, or in his band, 
the same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of 
God, which is poured out without mixture into tlie 
cup of his indignation ; and he shall be tormented 
with fire and brimstone in the presence of the ho- 
ly angels, and in the presence of the Lamb; and 
the smoke of their torment ascendeth up forever 
and ever ; and they have no rest day nor night 
who worship the beast and his image, and whoso* 
ever receiveth the mark of his name." 

The hearer is requested to keep in mind that this 
fire and brimstone, and 1he second death are the 
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And M we have already aaeii that the i^rtai^ 
itiye chrisUaiis did^ many of tliem, apoatotke froai 
the tntthy defile thehr garaiettts, were averaemeby 
the eomtpiions of the world and were trait of the 
second death ; aed as all thk appean to have taken 
irfooe here in tbia mortal state, md to have not the 
leaat alljusion to a state of punishaieiit in the future 
world, we will now axamiee what we have just 
quoted Goneenring this torment wHfa fire and htW» 
stone, and see if it be in this world or in the eter^ 
oal state. 

The first thing the hearer is requested to get 
possession of is, ^t thb tonneut is experieneed by 
the worshippers of the beast at and during the tiai« 
of their worshipping bin. This is of importance 
to understand ; tor the common use of this scrip4 
ture supposes that the divine Being will torment 
men in the future state, out of revenge because 
tbey worshipped the beast here in time ; as if tbey 
were the gamers here by v^orshipping the beasts 
sad he the loser, but finally the Almighty finds 
means, in the eternal world to ialftict Huel> veof 
geaaoe on those deluded creatures, as will perfectly 
satisfy him for the loss he sustained by their woih 
flbinpiog the beast. 

We do not mean to say that those who hold the 
common opinion of the text, pretend to say, that 
the divine Being is a loser by men's worshipping 
tfai» beasty or that they are gainers by such worship, 
what we contend for is, that the divine Being will 
certainly act on some principle^ and as it is not al^ 
lowed that this punishment is designed to reclaim . 
or to deter, it must be to revenge, which supposes 
an SBjury received. 

Let us ask the candid questions, and let them be 
candidly answered, if God have received no injury 
from ktt cmUwes, why should he he unfiriendly to» 
wards them t And if Ihese be qo real gains to the 
creature wha worships the heart, no profit arising 
bom aU his services, why is not this foolish, idok 
99 
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atroiis, and wpersUtiouft worship bad enough to 
ponisb its deluded votaries. 

Let us try the force of the following metapbm*, 
which we shall find to be apposite to the present 
sublet. You who are the parent of a number o€ 
dnldren have an enemy, who, taking the advantage 
of the dusk of tbe eyening, and by putting on sofoe 
of your clothes and by imitating your voice de- 
ceives your children, so that white they think tbey 
are following your directions through the most drea* 
ry, unpleasant ways, they are zealously executing 
your enemy's most cruel injunctions* The poor 
deluded children sometimes complain' of their hard ' 
serviec, and of being destitute of refreshment or 
rest^ but are told to hold on with good courage, 
that though their lot be hard at present, they may 
rest assured that as it is their kind father who is 
leading them, he will reward them ten-fold for all 
they suflfer. This deception goes on until morn- 
ing. No sooner than day-light appears, one of 
your children happens to get a glance of thehajmiitl 
visage of your inveterate foe ! He starts baoL and 
refuses to go any further, and calls on his brethren 
and sisters to stop, and tells them they are all de- 
ceived, and are devoted to the service of their fath- 
er's enemy. They no sooner find their error, than 
their deluder leaves them, and you find your wan- 
dering offspring, wounded, and half dead. When 
they see you they rejoice and fly to your embrace, 
deeply regret tbe delusion that has led them from 
you, and humbly implore your favour. The qi»t- 
tion now before you is this, will you now pmmh 
your ematiated offspring because they have been 
deluded into misery and want? Youranswwia 
anticipated. You reply. No, surely my children 
have sufff^red enough, I will now let them see that 
their father's yoke is easy, and that hisburden is lif^ 

That this metaphor is justified by tbe subject, 
may be seen by the following in St Paul's epiirtle 
to the Thessalomans* Speaking of the man of dn, 
he says ; << Who opposeth and exalteth himself 
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above all that is called God» or ikat is wordbipped : 
so that be^ as God, aitteth io the temple of God, 
shewing himself that he is God/' if the beast spok- 
en of in Revelations bad not deceived ttie people 
he sorely never would have been worshipped. 
And if we examine the passage which speaks ot the . 
torment endured by the worshippers of the beast, 
we shall see that the worshippers are thus tormeni* 
ed, while they worship. Notice these words; ''And 
tbey have no rest day nor night, who worship the 
beut.'^ Hme and nmr$k^ are ia the same tense. 
Aad we have no aw>re authority fer supposing that 

* ifaa worshippers of the beast are to be tormented 
any longer than they worship him, than for sup- 
posing that they were thus twmented before ikey 
worshipped him. 

The bearer willalscvcarefally notice these words ; 
** Tbey have no rest day nor night." Here we find 
the present tense and the present state distinctly 

* set forth; '' I%€y hme na rest/' that is, they are 
now destitute of rest, ^ Day n^ mgktJ^ That is, 
here, where time is divided by day and night 

Having ascertained that this torment is during 
day and night, and while the tormented are wor- 
sbq[>ping the beast, it will contribute much to 
tbe settling of the subject, to know how long this 
beast b to be worshipped. In the 1 3th chapter of 
the Revelations, we have the account wantiBd, it 
jneads thus; '<And there was given unto him a 
jBoutfa speaking great things, and blasphemies; 
and power was given unto him to continue forty 
knd two months." In the lltb chapter, we are in- 
ibrmed that the Gentiles should tread the holy city 
under foot forty and two months. This is the same 
forty and two months, which the beast had power 
to contiAtte. * 

liow if we multiply forty-two by thirty, tbe 
number of days which the Jews allowed to a montbt 
the amoimt is twelve hundred and sixty days. This 
is exactly the same time whkh the two witnesses 
were to prophecy in sadtdotb, as we read in chap- 
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hteabsp and they thall prophecy 4i tboosand two 
J*iodiMl«*4 tlirae score days^ cloAed m a«ckclotli«" 
0»e tboaBaod two himdred and throe scone, is * 
twelf^ faundred mkI mxiy. Thk is the same period 
with thi^ three day« ami ma half which the deed to- 
dief of the two witnesses were to Ke to the itoeetcf 
Ibe 9^efft city, which isspiritnaUy , callad SodoiD and 
^EigypU If we call a day a yeaiv three years aikl 
«D half ooQtain forty and two BioSHths. Aed Ibis k 
the same an ike tine, tiiM^ #iid half a tkne, wfaach 
the wmian, of pimm we read hi the IfHh t^^^iei; 
^freato be in the wHderaessi. Calling these kuma ' 
^prophetic years, ivte iod ilia f<Mrty and two asiMfilh% 
which afford the twehre hundred and aixty 4ay% 
which we may supfmse are so many yettffsi 

Twelve hnodred 4iMd mAy eataral yeans ia as 
loifga tiaMtos caftbe allowed fiw the coslimuiece 
of Uit beasi> <>f his worship, -er the teraaesit of ihis 
wershipiH^ with fite emi teimatooe, which is the 
seomnd de»h; 

It b el^idaat, he|;rond tall dispute^ that there ia «# 
«B#re propriety in carrjdog ttie aaoood death, or 
lake of/^e and brinntone into. the eternal worU» 
thai there is in aiipposiog^bBttbe ferty «m1 tare 
tDtamtbs the beest fafetd tpower to odatiDue^ am to be 
^ooaed in ilie eteitnal werid ; #r in supposing ttnt 
tfie boV ^ity mil beiroddea underlbotdf theCSed- 
tiles In 4be etevoal wovid ; eir in supposing that the 
two wilQestes wiil p^fbecy ckitibed in sandkitbki 
the ij^teenaliworU ; or that their dead bodies will lie 
•m the etreet 'of the igaeat ^oity caUed Sodem i»d 
^£g!Ppl^'tbrte days ami an half, inlbe eternal worlds 
4nrtbattthewottianwiMbeinthe wildemessatiflM, 
iimm fitnd half a time in the eternal world. 

This representation of the religion and doetrkMi 
^ftbe tibdrch of antichrist, by fire and t^rhnstone 
agaeaa with the pMphecy <tf Isaiah, fwse^ded in hia 
Mill chapter. <' And the atreama tbereof shall be 
^vmed ante ipitcb, <aiid ibe dttettiieraof intobrina- 
4i)eM, and the Jaad Ibenefof «haH htianm immaiBg 
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It sbtlliwt be queQobe4 «jgbt nor day^ the 
tftnoke tbMeof fihaJI go up foraver; ffom gei^ra- 
liMi to geneintioQ it shall lie wa^te ; ocmm shall pass 
4brougb it fomver aod ever/* 

It iroiild aeecn that a laod i»f this deseriptton 
4ymtdd Dot be ioha bated by any creature whatever ; 
Jnitthe prophot says^ ^ But the Goroiorant . and 
the Bittern shall possess it ; the Owl also and the 
AaT«B ohaU dwell m k." He further supposes that 
wild beaats wiU<]well io.this landal' briivstopeaiid 
Aee, and says ; '' Tfbere shall the great Owl co^e 
hot nest, and lay and hatch, and gather under jber 
-flbftdow." Tiiis kinguage is so ainiilar to tho ao- 
<»MU)t we bare of this fire and brimstone in Bie?ela- 
iions, that. we may suppose they both relate to the 
saoie 8iib|ect. 

Tbe unclean beasts and birds, mentioned by 
Jsaiab, are tbe sane as mentioned in Hevelations 
18tb. ''Babylon tbe great is faliea, is fallen, and 
« become the habitotion of devils, afid tbe bold of 
levery foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and 
4iate&il bind. 

It seems to have been the design of prophecy, 
%o vepresent the church and ber doctrines by a land 
Mrfaeae very dust is brimstone, and whose streams 
jure burning pitch, and her clergy and rulers b^ 
mclean birds and ravenous beasts* And it is 
#eTtain thai the church of antichrist, with its rulers, 
i^ clergy, its doctrines, aod superstitioiH, has 
Bnsweied the description in full. 

TVe will now endeavour to show that the charac- 
Aers mentioned in our text are those who answer 
to ibe worshippers of tbe beast, that they are the 
^ittdean beasts aod birds of Babylon, and that 
4heir doctrine in room of being a pure river of the 
water of life, is fire and brimstone by which they 
are iormented. 

Tbe first character mentioned in our text is the 
fearful. Fear is tbe very foundation of antichris- 
-^BB i^ligion. It views God in tbe character of 
m flMsl fvoracious b^sst. It worships bim with a 
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▼iewao pacify bis wrath* It represent him as foil 
of yengeance towards all who do not render bim 
faithful service, and supposes that he wiU punish 
them unmercifully, if tbey do not yield to his re- 
quirements. Thb reli^n says, take away the 
fear of eternal damnatiunTandi would never wor- 
kup God again, I would pay no regard to bis 
ordinances; 

This religion is in fact a stream of fire and brini- 
itone,^r€, because it is full of zeal, and brimsUme^ 
because it destroys the reason of its votaries* 
There is nothing which more suddenly destroys 
the regular action of the brain, than sulj^ur Fear 
is of this nature, it sets reason at defiance. So has 
the religion of the church. It says, reason bat 
nothing to do with religion. What St. J€>bn says 
of fear and love seem very appropriate in thb 
place. He says *' Fear bath torment,'^ and again j 
•* Perfect love casteth out fear." 

The unbelieving is the second character men- 
tioned. But who are unbelievern? They are 
those whose creeds contradict the faith of Abra- 
ham. God promised Abraham, that in him, and 
in his seed, all the nations of the earth sbmild 
be blessed. And it is said, that Abraham believed 
God, and it was counted to him for righteousuen. 
Abraham was therefore called the friend of Go4 
and the father of the faithful. Now those who 
believe in that Babylonish creed which excludes 
a great part of mankind from the blessings of 
Jesus and his grace, are the unbelieving mention- 
ed in our text. These unbelievers suppose that 
they are the only true believers on earth, and 
tlieir belief is like fire and brimstone, and the mote 
firmly they believe, the wore intensely they are 
burnt. Tbey have their part in the lake that 
burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second 
death. 

How much is a man's part in this torment 1 Just 
so much as will correspond with the perversnees 
of ills abominable belief. In the same ratio u 
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they believe, tbey are tormented, and as fiir aa 
they doubt they find relief. 

The abominable is the third character noentioned. 
There are many sinful practices which are called 
abominable in scripture.; one may be mentioned, 
of which Israel was guilty/ and by which the chris- 
tian church has become contaminated. In his iGth 
chapter, Ezekiel charges Jerusalem of having com* 
mitted more abominations than were committed by 
Sodom and her daughters ; and among those the 
following is stated ; *^ Moreover thou hast taken 
thy sons and thy daughters, whom thou hast bonr 
unto me, and these hast thou sacrificed unto them 
(idols) to be devoured.'' This has been done in 
the antichristian church, by that doctrine which 
consigns little children to everlasting torment for 
the' gik)ry of that idol God, who delights in such 
cmelty. Every soul that believes this doctrine is 
tormented day and night. If they have children 
how are their souls tormented with the fearful ap- 
prehension of their everlasting destruction T 

Murderers are the fourth class. ^ He that lovetfa 
not his brother is a miirderen" And that anti- 
christian doctrine which teaches that God hates his 
creatures has caused men to hate one another, and 
to put thousands to death. This murderous, perse- 
cuting spirit is a perpetual fire, and torments every 
soul that possesses it. 

Whoremongers are the 5th class. These are those 
who get their living by means of spiritual adultery 
under the direction of the mother of harlots. 
These are unclean birds. Isaiah caUs them Owls, 
Satirs, Ravens, &c. He says ; ^ There shall the 
great Owl make her nest, and lay, and hatch, and 
gather under her shadow.'^ This is an unclean 
bird that is afraid of the light. 

Sorcerers are the sixth character. These are 
femous for their wisdom, and very deep understand- 
ing in dark mysterious matters. They know every 
thuig about another world ; and in their own con- 
ceit, or pretensions oan inform people concerning 
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wfaaMbey caH beaven and hell. Theae are a tor** 
ment to themselves. 

Idolaters form tbe seTentb class. These are all 
wko wonthip tbe false God^ who tits in the temple 
of Giidy shewing himself to be God. 

Liars are mentiooed last. Tbe author of our 
t^xt, b«8 given a description of a liar. He sajs ; 
<* Who is a liar, but he who denieth that Jesus is tbe 
cfarist; be isanticbriet that denieth tbe Father and 
tbe Son." 

These worrii^perli of the beast are the dead, 
smalt and peat, which John saw stand before God ; 
who were Judged out of those things whicfa were 
written in the books, which are the doctrines of 
men, according to their works.' Tbey bad receiv- 
ed tbe mark and name of tbe beast, therefore their 
DSfiies were not in tbe Lanib^s book, or doctrine, 
of life. These were cast into the lake of fire and 
brimstone, which is the second death. 

The hearer is requested to observe that tbe argo* 
ments to wbkb we have attended, go to prove that 
tbe false doctrines of antichrist constitute tbe second 
(feath, and tbe lake of fire and brioMone, and that 
these doctrines perpetually toruient them who be-* 
lieve them. Our reasoning disallows the contiou*- 
aoce of this torment after these doctrines of adti^ • 
Christ shall be discontinued. Tbe worshippers of tbe 
beast will be tormented as long as they worship 
him ; but he had power given him to continue only 
forty and two months. The bearer is likewise re- 
quested to observe, what has already been noticed, 
tbat in order to extend the second death or lake of 
fire and brimrton^^ into another state of existence^ 
we must also carry tbe time of tbe church in the wii^ 
demess, the time of the prophecying of tbe two wit* 
nesses, in sackcloth, and the forty and two months of 
tbe raiga of tbe beast into a future state« AU 
which is palpably absurd. 

My brethren, this discourse will close with tbe 
following divine injuction ; ^' Come out of ber my 
people, that ye be not partakers of ber sins, Mi 
that ye receive not of ber plagues." 
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LECTURE SERMON, 

DEUVERSD AT TB£ 

SECOND UjnVEIlSAUST MEETtNiB, IN BOSTON, 
MARCH 14, 1^19. 

BT HOSEA BALLOl/, PASTOR. 

PdbliBhed SratWHoAtblj b^ Henry Bowra, Petpoahifr-ttreejL 

J" ' i i " ■ II I 

ft TIMOTHY i. •, 10. 

** Who h^thswed im, and eaXUi %u with an holy ealUng^ net aetordii^ h 
mtr %oopk4^ bui a$cording to hii own purpose and grace^ whuk toaogivtn 
MS in Christ Jenu btfore the world began .* — But is no*c made manifest 
hfthe appearing of our Sarieur Jesus Christy who hathab'oHshed deatk^ 
mdhatk brought ttfoamS immoftcMiy talight through thegospet.^^ 

Our first inquiry will be directed to ascertain 
what the Apostle means by the word .saved. With 
t view to brini;,.this sul>ject to the understanding 
6f the hearer, in as ptain and as profitable a man- 
ser as possiblei we shall attempt in the first pln<fe 
t«» exainine the common doctrine of the church re- 

Ectinjt salvation, and in the second place bring 
scripture testimony on the subject into view,that 
the difference between the common doctrine and 
tbe divine testimony may distinctly iappear. 

What we propose to examine in the firtit place Is 
firand in tbe following statement, which is here 

2W>ted from the shorter catechism ; ''* All manlcin'd 
y the fall lost communion with God, are under his 
wrath and curse, arid so made liable to alt the mis- 
eries of this life, to death itself, and to the pains of 
Iiett forever/' This is the miserable state into 
vbich man fell, according to the BentimeDt wider 
33 
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examination ; and from wbic^h God provided means 
to save some, accordingly as is expressed thus ; 
<<God having out of his mere good pleasure from 
all eternity, elected some to everlasting life, did 
enter into a covenant of grace to deliver them out 
of the state of sin and misery, and to bring them 
info a state of salvation by a Redeemer." 

It is evident that the learned divines, who com- 
posed this creed, designed to apply the doctrine of 
salvation in a way to save the elect from the ever- 
lasting pains of hell, more specially than to save 
them from the miseries of this life and from death ; 
forit is a fact well known to all, that whoever these 
elected ones may be, they are subject to death as 
well as others, and it is generally thought that tbey 
have a larger share of the miseries of this life. 

This common doctrine of salvation may there- 
fore be stated thus ; All mankind, the elect and 
non elect, by the ^11 are under (vod's wrath and 
curse, which curse is the pains of hell after the 
death of the body and forever ; but in conformity 
to a decree of God, made from all eternity, there is 
a Redeemer provided to save the elect from this 
everlasting curse. 

Hhving now before us the doctrine of salvation 
as it has been held in the christian church for a 
long time, and as it is now held and taught to old 
and young, let us attempt to examine its propriety. 
And let this be done with all that candor wnich is 
due to all subjects of moment^ and especially to 
this which evidently involves the charadter of the 
divine Being. Let it be done too with that charity 
towards the framers of this creed, and towards 
those who now believe in it, which holds the high* 
est rank among the christian virtues ;. for certain 
it is that this candor and charity are necessary to 
be ^ept in constant exercise, among such short- 
sighted, benighted creatures. 
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On approaching the proposition before us,, the 
following absurdities present themselves. 

1st. It is absurd to say, that those whom God 
electec^from all eternity to be saved by a Redeemer, 
are Kable to the pains of hell forever. 

2d. It appears abi^urd to say, that those whom 
God entered into a covenant to save, are under his 
wrath and curse, by which everlasting misery 
hereafter is intended; 

3d. This schenrie of salvation accuses the divine 
Being of partiality in the most direct manner. It 
stated that all mankind are in one condition, all un^ 
der God's wrath and curse, and ail liable to the 
pains of bell forever ; but that though all are in one 
condition, the scheme of salvation embraces only a 
part without extending the least benefit to the 
rest. 

4tfa. The doctrine under examination supposes 
that the divine Being has condemned millions of 
tmbom infants to the pains of bell forever, for an 
act which Adam and Eve committed in the garden 
of Eden, which certainly appears to be unjust in 
the extreme. 

Let candor look, for one moment, at these ab- 
surdities and improprieties, and at the same time 
let charity kindly impute them to the imperfec- 
tion of our common nature. 

A body of learned divines have said, after much 
deep study and profound deliberation, that God 
from all eternity elected some of the human race 
unto salvation by a Redeemer, and at the same 
titne say, that these elected ones are under his 
Gurse which is the pains of hell forever in the fu- 
ture world. These learned doctors, who knew 
that the scriptures assert the impartiality of God, 
and wbb professed to believe that he ia no respec- 
ter of persons, have limited his eternal mercy to 
but a part of mankind, and have excluded the rest 
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ftnin his fat^w <bf&T*en KdtwKhsfMdfhjif tfaej 
well knew, that it h repugnant 1o tbe law of Gov 
#0 condemn tbe inmlc^nt, and that tbe difine Be- 
ktg bath siaid, <^ tbe son sball not sufier for the itn^ 
quity of the father/* yet for one act of Adann thejf 
havt) Condemned all mankind to a state oi endless 
misery. 

According to ttiese tenets thousands of tniltieni 
of unhappy wretches have already b^en sent to 
this bell, of which these divines speak, withoutei^er 
knowing until they got there, tnat there ever wa* 
an Adam, or that be bad sinned and involved them 
in this awful calamity to ail eternity^ How iiidti;f 
tnillions of infants, of people who were educated ia 
christian countries, have gone iVom this world bm^ 
fore they were old enough to understand Uie borrl^ 
ble story framed by these divines ; but much toon 
fiumerous still is the number of those who were 
born in heathen lands and never heard of any pitt 
of tbe christian scriptures, tmicb leis^ if pMsiWb^tf 
this antiscriptural creed: 

Siuch is the general corruption of the dtristiao 
doctrine, introduced by tbe creed under considenn 
tion, that all which people think of being saved 
froQf is tbe pains of hell hereafter. 

On this notion sermons in general have beM 
framed, and carefully directed to instruct people 
in the way by which they may be raved from this 
hell in the fiiture state. 

This future misery is the gloomy subject, wMdl 
is presented to people's niiods, ie all the vivid 
{briDs wbicii imagination and tbe most powerful 
eioquence have been able to «et forth, in order to 
iemfy the mind and to call into action tbe meit 
fearful apprehensions of which the human mind if 
susceptible. A II this iscoroidered necessary inordet 
to lead sinners to repentance) by which they! rMf 
leraid thisetate of terasMt 
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tby flbbeiM of docitrine foadsr tbe ttAwS to nm 
Amtand the acriptures, which speak of saving sin^ 
Cers^ . to mean the saving them from bell in tb4 
#ternal world, or from the wrath and curse of God 
hereafter. 

Tbe bearer is requested to ta^ this coramoii 
opinion into careful consideration and compare il 
wilta tbe scdpture testimony. . First examine te 
gee if you can find this wrath and cui^se of God 
tesiing on all mankind, of which siidi careful meii» 
tiofi is made in the creed to which we have alluded. 

After a careful and patient esamination of tbe 
divine testimony, your humble servant has unspeaict^ 
able joy in beins; able to say that this wrath and 
evtae of God is no whese^ recorded in tbe scrip* 
turen. 

When those doctors, who framed tbe creed um 
dertook to def>eribe the consequences of the first 
transgression, did they at all confine themselves te 
tbe divine word ? No, surety they did not ; for if 
tbey had done this^ thw^y would not have found thai 
God pronounced any curse even on Adam and 
i£ve themselves^ much less on all jnankind for what 
tbeae two did. 

If this unaccountable notion of the wr«tb and 
curse of God were a trufb wouM it not have bees 
announced by the Creator on Ins first visit to hia 
rinful children ? Bat did tbe merciful Father of 
our spirits intimate to Adam and Eve, that thej 
imd broufi^t his wratlr and curse, which are eternal 
misery, not only on themselve«» but on all their 
eymerous, unborn offsprinK ? 

No, blessed be bis nanie^ he mentioned but two 
cursef>9 and one of them was on the serpent, and 
tbe other was on tbe |(round. And in room of say«> 
log one word concerning cursing all mankind with 
tbe pains of hell in a future state, tbe divine Beinc 
did not intimate that even tbe serpent himseli'would 
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be subject to any infelicity beyond his natural life* 
** Dust shall thou eat all the days of thy life f and 
beyond this there was no intimation. It was said 
to the serpent; ''I will put enmity between thee 
and the woman, and between thy seed and her 
seed ; it shall bruise thy head and thou shait bruise 
bis heel." Here in room of God's wrath and curao 
on our first parents, is a blessed and glorious pro- 
mise of a final yictory over, and deliverance from 
the power of the tempter. • 

Let us next inquire for the scripture testimony 
concerning salvation, and endeavour to understand 
what we are saved from, and by what means we 
are saved. 

- On this particular, less will be necessary than 
would be required if the same had not been notic- 
ed in some of our former lectures ; yet such is the 
importance of the doctrine under consideration, as 
to justify its frequent investigation* 
* It was said by the Angel of God, to Joseph, con^ 
cerning the child Jesus, ^ Thou shalt call his name 
Jesus for he shall save his people from their ^in&" 
According to this, that from which Jesus saves us» 
bour sins. But according to the common doc- trine* 
it seems that the angel would have said ; thou ^alt 
call his name Jesus for hei shall save the elect frotn 
the wrath and cui^e of God in the future world. 

In justifying himself before the scribes and Phari- 
sees, who accused him of receiving sinriets and eat- 
ing with them, our Saviour represented sinners by 
a sheep gone astray, and the repentance and ^«alva- 
tion of sinners he represented by the return of the 
lost sheep to the fold, by the diligent concern and 
care of the shepherd. . Let us here ask, what the 
«heep that went astray was saved from ? . Was it 
saved from the wrath and curse of its owner ? Had 
the shepherd any decree out against the comfort 
and life of this strayed member bf his flod^! Would 
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-it not seem absurd in the extreme to pretend that 
*tfae shepherd went after the sheep ^ith a view to 
save it from his own vengeance 1 The fact is, the 
«heep was saved from its wanderings and from all 
the inconveniences of the condition into which it 
bad wandered. 

* The parable of the prodigal son is another .beau- 
tiful representation of the salvation of sinners, and 
is found in connection with the parable of the Ic^ 
sheep, and used by the Saviour for the same pur- 
pose. < 

But what was the Prodigal finally saved from by 
being brought to repentance, and to his father'is 
house ? Was he saved from any wrath and curse 
of his father? Had the father any unmerciful de- 
cree out against bis son's life or happiness ? When 
the returning son was yet a great way ofi*, and the 
father's compassion urged him to run and noeet his 
child, was this parental effort, and all the mighty 
tide of compassion manifested on that occasion ex- 
erted to save this son from hb father's wrath and 
curse ? 

The hearer cannot but see that nothing could fa^ 
more unreasonable than this notion. And yet is it 
not as plain as the sun at noon, that the common 
doctrine of salvation is predicated exactly oj^ t^s 
absurdity ? Does it not explain scripture ip a fray 
to represent the divine Creator as exertmg the 
means of his grace to save sinners from his own 
wrath and curse ? Does it not hold up the idea 
that God sent his son to suffer and die for sinners, 
in order to save them from this curse of the Father, 
which curse is said to be the pains of hell forever? 
Does it not constantly hold forth the notioQ, that 
the ministry of the gospel is now exerting all its 
energies and means to r snatch sinners away from 
4he divine wrath, as brands are plucked from a 
fire? 
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The dinm imtnuctor oaa^Mh^r nimSHu <H^' 
vCiAon to the one wa have just notifed^ made tilp 
tif tbe foilDwiog simiJe ; ^ The whole, ti^e4 fft>< ife|# 
ipfa^siciaiivbut they that are ^fAvlL For the son oi 
man U not cotaa la call the. iugbtQau9s but aiimev 
to repentance.*' ^ ; 

As the Saviour repreientt^d the case of the, din- 
ner by one who is sick, and the sai vatkin of ihf sIq* 
4ier by the recovery of the sick to -health' by oi^uiv 
of |i pbysioiaiivwe mny ask^ if it could be reponcif- 
ed with reason and common sense, to pretend thi^ 
)he physician exerts his skill and tba power of bit 
oiedicine to save liis patient from hia wratb aad itt- 
dignation ^ 

The fact is, my. christian friends, Jesus who 
dwells in the bofikmi of the Father, never i*epr#- 
feotedhis doctrine of salvation to be in any tmriie 
like the doctrine of thif^ church which we have es* 
imnined. Our heavenly father, as manifested in hia 
^aoct, and as held up by the preaching of JeiUf^ 
loves bis- enemies, loves sinners, and because hia 
)oves them he sent his son to be the prop!tiatio#i 
for our sin& He sent hiixitb save usCt-omout i^ins;^ 
aad to reconcile us to Ood. 

St. Paul to the Colossians says of G6d ; ^ Wh^^ 
hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and 
Itiath translated us into the kingdom t>f his 4e%f 



stfh.'' 



This passage very plainly shows us the nature ^ 
that salvation of Which our text ^speaks. It ia a fa2« 
vation frotn eiror, deception, i^n<*ranc6 and all 
their evils to truth, knowledge, understanding a^l. 
all their blessin£[s. , ' -r ' 

T6 the Ephesians he says. tte*t ** Chriit. k>?€JJl* 
the church and fi^ave himself for it, that jbe migliC 
sanctify, and cleanse it with the washing of watav 
by the word ; that he miebC psesent it to bimaelf m 
gloripus church, not having spot or wrinkle, oir i 
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ipchjtfaitig ; Imtthut it sliould ^ holy and wj^ut 

^ Let us carefully examine ibiB representation^ fof 
iiere the Apostle inforrns us the object wbicb 
Christ bad in view wb^n be gave biniself for the 
church. And what was it? Was it to appraso 
bis Father's wratli ? Was it to reco/icile Ibe Fatb* 
er to the cburcb 7. Wa; it to save the church from 
God's wrath and cjurse in the eternal world ? 

No« my brethren,. Je&i|SvgBTe hinasQlf for the 
church that he might sanctify and cleanse it. Th^ 
church . wa9 . in an unsanctified, unclean state; 
and the gospel or. doctrine Af Christ is that water 
or word by which he cleanses and saves it from its 
uncleanness. Christ saves his^cburch from all spots 
ajid wrinkles^ and presents it to himself a glorious 
cliur^h. Hark, and Jiear those sons and daughtens 
s|>eak io loud exc^laim; ^^ Thou hast loved us an<l 
fvasbed us frotn our ^ins in thine own blood." 

Our next endeavours will be directed to illustrate 
what the Apostle means by the holy calling, with 
which he accompanies our salvation, and to show 
the natural connection in which they stand to each 
other. 

Thb subject may )t>e seen most clearly by a lit* 
tie improvement of tbe similes which were used to 
represent the nature of salvation. But we may 
Commence these remarks by recuring to the words 
of tbie Angel to Joseph ; ^< Thou shalt call his name 
Jesu8,^for he shall save his peopje from their sins.!* 
Now it appears very comsisteut that when Jesus 
laves a sianer from . his sins, he should ^^ |^* 
same time call him to walk in holiness of Hie. 
Otherwii^e wh&t benefit could there result from this 
fla|jralion.? r V 

if what i^ meant by saving the sinner, is to save 
fiim/rom the penalty of the law, it is true such a 
salvation might be entirely disconilected with a 
holy calling. If a man for instance, have stolen, 
for which crime the law says he shall be thus and 
34 ' 



Digitized by 



Google 



i6< 

id putifeded, aAii Wb if hh 4o tate bim fr6m receif^ 
ing such punbhtnent, there would be no necessary 
totinection between such salvation and the reforn^ 
id and virtuous conduct of this roan. But if the 
bbjeict be to save the man frotn beini; a thit^f, it b 
iaibsolutely necessary in this case to ftirnish the man 
with such moral sentiments, and such a sense of 
hhoraf yitluh as will prevent bis repeating thft 
crime. 

^ There seems to be an evident connection like- 
%ide, between bringihg the lost sheep back to tbd 
Yold, and such measures as might be necessary to 
prevent it from again going astiay ; for if the pn^ 
perisity to wander still remain, and tbere be nd 
provisions to prevent indulgence, there would seem 
*an Impropriety in making those exertions by which 
the smep was found and returned to the fold. 
^ Tills subject is very clearly seeti in the case of 
the reformed prodigal. If after be had returned lf> 
bis father*^ house, and had been tbere most kind^ 
^received ; if after all his penitence and reformatio^; 
if after he had been clotfaed with the best robe, bad 
tfmes put on his feet, and his father's ringtipon tn 
band ; if after partaking of tbe fatted calf and tbt 
joys of the family on this occasidn, tie had again 
turned his back cm his father and again acted tbe 
prodigal, tbe )oy that bad Kgfated up tbe counte- 
nances of tbe family would most surely have beeh 
turned into mouminsr,and in room of festivityt bsA- 
ihg would be more suitable to the occasion. 

But it U most clearly seen that every circum^ 

stance which contributed (o the return of this loiA 

son, and all tbe favour which wa^ shown faini by his 

* father, together with all tlie enjoy niients of the full 

and well replenished house to which be was wel* 

'coined, called, in the moj^t pervasive manner, on 

'%\in who bad been dead, but^nade alive, who had 

'\>eeii1ost, hut was found, to take heed to his ways, 

'to stand fast in tbe liberty wtierewitb bis father had 

Tohde him Tree, that be might continue to enjoy 

those invaluable blessings* 
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: Mf christian fritadny hM ourimrdfiil. FaMierii^ 
fceaven coudescendt^d to fQt)(i?a us all vui trei^pa9r 
ses, ha8 he dotbed ua with tbe w^U^ iiiieo of Ibf 
xij(hieoiisne98 of Christ, have we tasted that thf 
X«ord U gracious, aiid hf en periiiitted to set at Urn 
table, and to feast <in those rich provisions wita 
Bhic'h Zion is hlessed? And do nut these favours 
i$all us with an holy railing, to doju^tly^ to Jovf 
inercy, and to walk humbly with (lod 7 

This 9aine Apostle has sijBS^rified the sentiment of 
our text, in the following words to Titus ; '< Fof 
the fprace of God which bringetb salvati<)D hath apr 
]>eared to all meo^ teaching U{s that, denying uo» 
gi»diine9s and worldly lasts, we should live soberly, 
i-iuhteonsly, and godl> in this present world* 
Looking for that blessed hope, and the gloriottf 
appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesui 
C^rtsf^ who gave hinraelf for ue^ that he intghl rer 
deem mb from all iniquity, and purify unto hinip 
felf a peculiar people aealous of good works." 
Bere is reilgp^tion rrom all iniquity, and purifici^ 
tion unto good works. And this is again express- 
•^ in the following words to the Ephesiana; ^ Fw 
4>y grace are ye saved through failn ; and th^t not 
of yourselves ; it is the gift of God : not of works^ 
Jest any man should boast. For we are his workr 
jiiatHbip« created in Christ Jesus unto g(M)d works^ 
wbidi (iod hath before ordained that we shouM 
walk in them.'' One passage more may suffice on 
this particulan St. Peter addresses his brethren 
JB fellows; *' Grace and peace be multiplied unio 
you through the knowledge of God, and <^ Jesua 
our Xiord, according as bis divine power bfitb given 
antor us all things that pertain utito life and godli-^ 
liess, through the knowledge of him that hath call* 
ed OS to gh^ry and virtue ; whereby are given unto 
VB exceeding great and precious promises ; that by 
.these y0 might he partakers of the divine naturet 
^ving epraped th^ corruption thfit is in tt^ world 
through Just. And,besidethi%givii^aUdiiljfeiKMi» 
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add to your faiDi, rirtoe; and to rirtve khowledi^e ; 
Und to knowledge) temperance ; and to temperance,' 
patience ; and to patience, godlitiess ; and to god- 
lioess, brotheriv kindness; and to brotberij kind^ 
nes^y cfaaritj. For if these things be in you, and 
abound, they make you that ye shall neither b^ 
barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord 
^esus Christ But he that lacketh these things it 
blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotton 
that be was purged from his old sins. Wherefore 
the rather brethren, give diligence to make yotir 
calling and election sure ; for if ye do these things 
ye shall never fall ; for so an entrance ^all 
foe ministered unto you abundantly into the ever- 
lasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jemam 
Christ?* 

By the similes and passages which we have enn-^ 
ployed in the illustration ofthis section of our text. 
It appears that holiness of life is a requisition ergoiiv^ 
ed by the gospel, and that this holiness of conducft 
ihould be considered as properly oMneoted with 
Our salvation from sin. 

: In the passage quoted from St. P*ter, we may 
notice particularly that we are required to add to our 
faith the christian graces, such as virtue, knowledge, 
temperance, patience, godliness, brother kindness^ 
and charity, with the assurance, that if these tbingt 
be in us, and abound, our fruitfulness in the know^ 
ledge of our Lord will be such whereby an e» 
trance will be administered unto us abundaati;^ 
into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and So^ 
^iour Jesus Christ 

The conclusion then is evident, that although 
we may profess the true faith, yet if we do not a#* 
lend to our holy calling, our faith becomes dead, 
xannot work by love, nor purify the heart 

Let us therefore, my brethren, endeavour to 
tidom the doctrine of God oiir Saviour, by wait- 
ing worthy of the vocation wherewith we at^ 
•called. . 
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•. ^'OiSiT test informs ui^ that otur^alTation and calk 
ing are not accordinj^ to our works, but according 
to the purpose and grace of God, which was gii^Q 
us in (>brbt Jesus, before the world began. By! 
Ibia we underrtand, that as earl j 2^ the dirine Be^ 
ing purposed the gift of Jesus Christ to the world 
of mankind, be gave us in him thki salvation and 
holy calling. This grant therefore, could not be 
governed by the works of tnan, it could not be said 
io be according to our works for the following 
reasons. 

^ 1st. It was given us in Jesus Christ before we 
were either born or had done good or eviL 

This subject may be represented by the folio W:!- 
lag similes. Wlien the Almighty made the earthy 
the sun, the moon, and all things for the conven- 
ience of all creatures^ be gave the present genera^ 
tion of men the earth, the sun, the moon, and all 
material things. This gift, being in the constiiu* 
4ion of nature, and made sure to us ages before we 
m^te bom, could not have been given as a reward 
for our works. 

* Again, When the Creator formed Adam, and 
l^oniitfitated bicn the natural father of us all, he then 
gave Hi, in him, eyes, with which we see, ears, with 
whidi we hear, mouthy with which we speak, feet, 
with which we walk, and hands, with which :we la* 
boinr. And it is very evident, that these gifts werA 
fkot given us as a compensation for our work& 
But it appears very clear that our duty, and natural 
callii^ to make proper use of our eyes, our ears, 
our mouths, our feet, and our hands was given ui 
In that constitution in which tho^e natural faculties 
were given. 

Though we are much crouded for want of time 
to illustrate the several remaining particulars con« 
tained in our text, we feel pressed to mention in 
4bi6^ place, the error so frequently urged on us by 
those who exhort us . to get an interest in Christ 
Tbe heater will perceive by these plain arguments^ 
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mM the pss^i^e tmder considertitffm/ tBat^ we all 
bad an interest in Jesus Chti^ before the word bet 
niv And you will further obserte ibat therein 
ju9t as much prnpt i^y in exhortins; peopte to ^ 
an interest in Adam so that they may iiilmrit froih 
btm tbe natural faculties of the body, as to exhort 
its to get an interest in Christ. But it is not only 
proper, but hij(hly necessary thM all adhere f o tht 
exhortation to ttnprove all temporaland all s{Mrittia( 
blessings and gifk in a way to faooomr tbe benevoi 
lent giver. 

2d. If the Apostle made a t'omparison between 
bis former conduct^ when he wns among tlie perse^ 
cistors of Christ, bis doctrine, and bis dkciptes, be 
ia»igbt very justly say that tbe sdration whieb be 
bad obtained by the jB^ospel, and tbe boly eallinf 
with wfaicb he was called were not accMdins to bis 
former works;. And if the comparison be mede b^ 
tween Ibe conduct of others, and this ttilvdtion, tb* 
result is expressed by ibe Apostle to Titus as Mf 
lows ; *^ For we enrselvei also wefe Mntettmes 
foolish, disobedient^ deceived, serving diTers iuslk 
tend pleasures, lirihg in maliee trnd envy, hateful 
end hating one anottier. But after tbat tbe kind^ 
ness and love of God otir Saviour toward man Hp>^ 
|>eared» not by works of rigtiteonsness wfaicb we 
bdve done, but according to bis mercy he saved v»^ 
by the washing of regeneration^ and renewiny( ef 
the boly Ghost ; wfaicb he shed en uw abwndadlly 
through Jesus Cfarist our Savw>ur.'* < 

Having made these important Matediettte * fd 

Irhicb we have attended, tbe Apoatle pftireedt iti 

the conclu:^ian of oiu* text, to apeak of tbe vaA 

titiKty of^ the appearing of Jesus Christ in oar 

vorlil, which was to make tbone ifakigs manifest hf 

•eboit4nng death and bringing life and muimrtati^ 

/to lis^ht through the gospel. 

^- It is perfectly consfetenC with tbe natureoftbiiiljk^ 

.Md with common obserratien; that the i w a iiilei t ii 

^tioa of tbtngs is subsequent to t^ir bettg tetib* 
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fished In file cminiel of him who osddins Ih^m. 
And as It «^ould be a mktake of no small magiii^ 
Ittde to attribute to tlie manifestation of tbinj(i^ 
the cause of their existence, so it is an error of ei&^ 
tensive awgiiitudc* to attribute to the manifest at toll 
er appearance of lesus Christ, and uhat be dkl ift 
our Horldy Die cau^ of that gift iihicb «^as oiade 
sure to U8»-in him, before the Borld began. ^ 

' The divine truths taught by tbeSavioor, the doc^ 
trine i»f God^s love to wioers, tlie forgiveness df 
^ns, were all as true befinre the birth, pfeaching; 
and Bufferings of Jesus, as they have been since. 
The glorious doctrine of the resurrection and of 
^ture eternal life was as true before the procesii 
of iesus cotnoieficed, as since. This accounts for 
all the passages which represent our Saviour as the 
faithful and true witness. It agrees ivith his owa 
words t4» Pilate ; *' For this cause was I born, and to 
this end came I into the world, that I should bear 
wttnes^to the truth." And the same thii^ is meant 
ky St« Paul to the Romans ; '^ But God commend* 
«th his love toward us, in that^ while we were yet 
irimiers, Christ died for os." 

It seems that all which the Saviotir did, was d^ 
mgned as a nianifestation of those divine things, 
which our heavenly Father had given us before the 
world beean. Thii^ that had iieen kept secrcH 
^om the foundation of the world were made known 
when this 8un of righteo«isnes8 arose with healing 
in his beams, ^o does the rising sun, which makes 
Mtr natural day, manifest the surrounding objects, 
which the darkness of night had obscured from our 
light. 

The resurrection of Jesus made manifest the 
abolition of death. It brought to open light what 
was shown i^nto Moses at the bu^h, when God said ; 
^ I am the God of Abraham, and the God ol f^aac, 
^mA llie God of Jacob, (lod is not the God of thf 
ikady but uf the Uviug, for all live unto him." 
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tbolisbed death, but hatb briugbl life^and icninar- 
talily io light through Hk f^Peh T\As form of 
«spressioa fully arkix>wled|;e9 tbtit life aod itnmor- 
talily were divine facts in tbe econonij uf God be- 
fore the coinkii; of Chri4t» but tbai bis prac#«6 was 
necessary to make these glorious tbifigs Jknown to 
niankind. 

To coQchrde, the arguments to wbicb we ba^e at* 
'tended are desigaed to show that the common no* 
tion of saving ' mankind from the wrath and curse 
of God in tbe eternal world is without foundation, 
either in scripture or reason ; and that according 
to the scriptures our immortality and eternal lift 
were established in tbe economy of divine wisdoos 
before man existed. Also, that the salvation wbidk 
ibe go^l of Jesus Christ effects for us, is a aalva- 
^tfon from our aim, from our wanderings from tlie 
daxiiwaa of w 4e(Mve4 windSf from all unclean- 
Ms8a» to rigbte^WMMU to n^bnciltalion to God, to 
Die hmmMm ^ 1^ ^«rtb, and to boliiieas of life. 
. Aii4ififcteaNkf»d/wbat4iberoia£»riarta4«bif 
we belies tkia d utUh t i^ m^ ^efiy in tbe werds c/ 
divine truths vfbiek lltv* been already noticed. 
^' Giving all diligmte, add to your faitb* virtue^; 
and to virtue, knowledge ; and to knowledge, tern* 
perance ; and to temperance, patience ; and to pa- 
tience, godlinesH; and to godliness, brotherly kin4* 
ness ; and to brotherly kmdoess, charity. 

Furthermore, if we be asked, what rewawd f^ 
may expect for our earefiH atlentian i0 tbaw vii^ 
^ues, we again vepj^ ; In Ibeeping tba comliiknA' 
eients there is great reward. Gr^at pe^ice bal* 
0mf that iov^ tbe law, and ni^tbing shall o^ng 
Ifaeoi. "" And the work of rigbiwtfMiasa aboU ^ 
peace, and tbe etk^ottiifii%ammnm^,i^^nm»md 
assurance forever.'' * •• 
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MATTHEW XXV. 46. 

^^ ^iind thut shall go mpay inio everUutmg punuhmcjU : but (he righteow 
into lift tUrnal,'*'* 

While calling the attention of this con^egation 
te the consideration of this portion of our Saviour'^ 
testimony, many difficulties are presented to the 
inind of the speaker ; some of which it may be profi- 
table to name. 

1. The long established use and application of 
this text, by commentators, preachers, and all de- 
nominations of christians stand in direct opposition^ 
in one important particular, to the use and appli- 
cation which your servant feels hinnself obligated 
to make of it. The particular alluded to is the 
applying of this text to a future state of our exist- 
ence. And to this may be added another particu- 
lar, nearly as universally assented to as the former, t 
which it the belief that this text proves the endless 
diiratk>n of misery. 

2€L The power of tradition in the human mind 
forms the most material difficulty which seems to 
oppose our attempt to bring the true noeaning of 
our Saviour, in the passage tefore us, to the hearer's 
understanding. It is vain, my friends, to pretend 
35 
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that we are free in our minds from the force of 
education. Indeed we ought not to be. We were 
wisely so constituted, that what we imbibe in our 
youth should fix a lasting prepossession in our 
minds, in farour of opinions which are recommend- 
ed by our instructors, and against those which 
we have been taught to view erroneous. But we 
should do well to consider, that while it is acknow- 
ledged that great benefits arise from this natural 
and necessary bias of the human mind, it is equally 
true, that it may often so happen as to produce ef- 
fects most pernicious. Solomon says ; ^' train up 
a child in the way he should go, and when he is 
old he will not depart from it.' Here the author 
relies on the force of education, and gives a most 
wholesome advice to those who have the charge of 
children, to bring them up in the way they should 
go. And it is furthermore evident that the recom- 
mendation designed to guard against the unhappy 
effects of the same power in a case where an erro- 
neous education should be imposed on youth. 

Having been taught in our tender years that our 
heavenly Father has ordained a state of the most 
dreadful torment in the future state for those who 
are sinners in this world, and having been instructed 
at the same time to apply the text under considera- 
tion, together with almo&l all passages of scripture, 
which speak of the punishment of the wicked to 
this future state of misery, it has become as habitual 
for the mind to apply such passages to this fiiture 
misery, as to apply the names London, Boston, and 
Philadelphia to the Cities of these names ; or as to 
apply the names Washington, Franklin, and Ad- 
ams to the distinguished statesmen of these names* 

Under these circumstances, the opposer of di- 
vine truth has nothing to do, but to rest upon the 
prejudice of the public mind. He comes forward 
with all possible assurance and boldly asserts that 
our Saviour has laid it down in the motst solemn 
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and unequivocal manner that <^ He that belieyetb 
and is baptised shall be saved, and he that believeth 
not shall be damned ;'* laying an emphasis on the 
damnatory term that causes our nerves to tremble* 
He depends entirely on the prepossessions of the 
public mind to apply this damnation to a future 
state ; an application in no way intimated by our 
Saviour, and by no means intimated by any words 
in connection with the passage. 

In the same way the preacher, who applies our 
text to a state of punishment in the future world, 
manages with the prejudice of his hearers. He 
says ; the divine teacher himself has told us, that at 
the last judgment, when all the dead are raised and 
brought to the tremendous bar of God, the sinner 
will be placed on the left hand, and sentenced to 
everlasting punishment. He depends entirely on 
the blind prejudice of his hearer^ minds to justify 
his assertions, and the application he makes of the 
text. There is not a word in the text nor in any 
part of its connections, that intimates any thing 
about a resurrection of any from the dead, or that 
the judgment treated of in this chapter is the last 
, judgment, or that any part of the subject belongs 
to a future state. 

But notwithstanding the embarrassments which 
ba?e been named, and another, which is by no 
means inconsiderable, the very limited abilities of 
I the speaker, which are sensibly felt as in adequate 
I to make a proper arrangement of the momentous 
subject before us, and altogether unequal to the 
task of contending against the host of prejudices 
which are marsballe^i against the simplicity that is 
in Christy yet there are two considerations which 
are highly encouraging. The testimony of Jesus 
which lies before us, and which stands connected 
with our text makes our subject so very plain that 
it seems to promise conviction to every mind ; and 
the remarkable candor which has characterised 
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this congregation, wbicb attending to iim course of 
leclureB, gives that support to the speaker, without 
which he would have been discouraged. 

It may be well for us to raise some queries re- 
specting the general use of this portion of tscrip- 
ture, by which the mind of the hearer may be the 
better prepared to seek for its true application. 

1st. As this passage is usually applied to a fu- 
ture state, let us ask whether in- order to justify 
such an application it be not indispensable that 
some part of the testimony in connection with the 
text should designate that it belongs, not to this 
state, but to a future world ? For instance, should 
the speaker, this evening contend that this twenty- 
fifth of Matthew treated of things which took place 
before Noah's flood, should you not feel jucAified 
in opposing such an extravagant statement by say- 
ing, that there is not a single intimation in the 
whole chapter that gives any countenance to it ? 
You certainly would. Then be so candid, kind 
hearer, as to acknowledge, that in order to justify 
the application of this scripture to a future state of 
existence, there must be found sonoething in the 
testimony that so applies it. 

2d. As it is the current opinion that in order for 
the accomplishment of the judgment treated of in 
this chapter, all the dead must be raised, have we 
not a right to contend, that in order to supporitbis 
opinion, the resurf^tion of the dead should be 
distinctly stated so^^where in the general ac- 
count ? . ^ 

If the speaker should now say, that according to 
the testimony of the Saviour concerning the judg- 
ment in the twenty-fifth of Matthew, the gift of 
speech will be given to all the beasts, to aU the 
birds, and to all the fishes ; and that at that time 
we shall hear them all talk in our native language, 
if you thouffht proper to refute such a visionary 
notion, womd it not be sufScient to say that there 
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is nothing in Ibe chapter or its conniection that 
gives any authority for such a statement? It is 
hoped then that you will acknowledge, that if it be 
allowed that all the dead will be raised before the 
judgment, recorded in this chapter, can take place,* 
we must be able to find authority for this opinion 
in the account before us. 

3d. As it is held that the judgment of which we 
read in this chapter is the last judgment, is it not 
very proper that we should be able to ^nd some 
proof of this idea in some part of the testimony of 
the divine instructor ? 

But in relation to these particulars, we feel con- 
fident in what has already been said, that there is 
no intimation in the whole account before us, that 
this judgment is the last judgpient, or that the dead 
will be raised to be brought to it, or that it relates 
to a future state. 

The attention of the hearer is now solicited to 
the following statements, which the speaker ex- 
pects to prove in this discourse. 

1st. The time of the judgment under considera- 
tion, is confined to the generation in which our Sa- 
viour lived on earth, according to his own testi- 
mony. 

2d. The Jews, as a people, who rejected the 
gospel of Christ, and persecuted his Apostles were^ 
those who were sentenced to everlasting punish- 
ment. And, 

3d. Those who believed in Jesus and received 
the testimony, and administered^to the necessities 
of hib persecuted Apostles, were those that were 
blessed with life eternal. 

The better to bring those statements, accompan- 
ied with their proper proofs, before thg mind of 
the hearer, we shall commence x>ur examination of 
the divine testimony where the subject before us 
seems to begin. This is in the latter part of the 
23d chapter. 
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It seetns that Jesus was io the temple where be 
addressed the Scribes and Pharisees, calling itbeai 
hypocrites, blind guides,jerpents, and a generation 
of vipers. He then proceeds to testify to them the 
judgment which would come upon them and the 
occasion of it. " Wherefore, behold, I send unto 
you prophets, and wise men, and scribes; and some 
of them ye shall kill and crucify; and some of them 
shall ye scourge in your synagogues, and persecute 
them from city to city : that upon you may come 
all the righteous blood shed upon the earUi, from 
the blood of righteous Abel unto the blood of Zac- 
nrias, son of Barachias, whom ye slew between the 
temple and the altar. Verily, I say unto you, all 
these things shall come upon this generation." 

Be so good, my friends, as to remember this de- 
elaratioD of the Saviour. He here speaks of the 
most tremendous judgment that ever fell on man- 
kind, and he confines the time to that generation- 
He then lamented over Jerusalem, spake of its des- 
olation, and said ; ^^ Ye shall not see me henceforth 
till ye shall say, blessed is be that con^tb ip the 
name of the Lord/* 

Here ends the 23d chapter, and the 24th com- 
mences by informing us that ^^ Jesus went out, and 
departed from the temple : and his disciples came 
to him, for to show him the buildings of the temple. 
And .Tesus said unto them, see ye not all these 
things ? Verily I say unto you, there shall not be 
left liere one stone upon. another, that shall not be 
thrown down.*' Here it is evident, that Jesus al- 
luded to the event of which he had been speaking 
to the Scribes and Pharisees, which was the calam- 
itous destruction and desolation of their city. 

" And a^ he sat upon the inount of Olives, the 
disciples came unto him privately, saying, tell us, 
when shall these things be ? and what shall be the 
iign of thy coming, and of the end of the world? 
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Here let us carefully notice wbat is embraced 
in the questions proposed by the disciples. They 
asked the divine master, when the things which be 
bad denounced on the Jews should take place. 
And also, what would be the sign of his couiing, 
and of the eud of the workL 

In reply to these questions, Jesus delivered all 
that is recorded in the remainder of this, and the 
following chapter. So that in order to understand 
what he meant in the 25tb we must preserve the 
connection of tbe subject, which evidently com- 
mences id the 23, and continues to tbe end of the 
25tb. 

Jesus replies ; " Take heed that no man deceive 
you : for many shall come in my name, saying, I 
am Christ ; and shall deceive many. And ye shall 
hear of wars, and rumours of wars ; see that ye be 
not troubled ; for all these things must come to 
pass, but the end is not yet." 

Here let us carefully inquire what Jesus meant 
by the end? Did he here speak of the end of 
what tbe disciples asked him ? No doubt. For if 
they asked him concerning the end of the world, 
and he, in his reply, spake of the end of something 
else, and not of the end of the world, the answer 
was calculated to deceive. It is evident, tberefore, 
that when Jesus said, as has been quoted ; '^ tbe 
end is not yet,'' he meant that the end of the world, 
of which his disciples asked him, was not yet 

He proceeds ; " For nation shall rise against na- 
tion, and kingdom against kingdom ; and there 
shall be famines and pestilences, and earthquakes in 
divers places. All these are the beginning of sor- 
rows. Then shall they deliver you up to be afflict- 
ed, and shall kill you : and ye shall be bated of all 
nations for my name's sake. And then shall many 
be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall 
hate one another. And many false prophets shall 
rise, and shall deceive many. And, because ini- 
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quify shall abound, the love of many shall wax 
cold. But he that shall endure unto the end, the 
same shall be saved." The end of what ? Answer, 
ftie end of the world, of which the disciples asked 
him. 

" And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preach- 
ed in all the world, for a witness unto all nations ; 
and then shall the end come." 

The end of what ? The end of the world. Ob- 
serve, the disciples asked Jesus concerning the end 
of the world, and he replies to their query. He 
speaks of the enrf three times. He first says ; " the 
end is not yet ;" secondly, he says ; " He that en- 
dureth unto the end, the same $hall be saved ; and 
lastly, he says; " then shall the end come." And 
as the end of tlie world was the only end spoken of, 
we feel safe in believing that Jesus meant to speak 
of what his disciples meant by the end of the 
world. 

A hope is entertained that the attention of the 
hearer will be successful in obtaining a clear u»- 
d^rstanding of what is here meant by the end of the 
world. We have been in the habit, by means of 
our early education, of supposing that by the end 
of the world here mentioned, the destruction of the 
natural world was intended. And this is now the 
general opinion. Religious people suppose that 
the end of the world, of which r^ention is made in 
this chapter, means the end of this material system. 
And they expect that the earth, the sun, dtrd the 
moon, will be literally destroyed. The speaker 
is apprehensive that many now in this congregation 
have these views ; and consequently suppose that 
when Jesus said ; " Then shall the end come, he 
meant the same thing as has been held up by our 
christian divines, and preached upon so much, and 
made a common topic in those frequent discourses, 
the objects of which were to terrify people with 
the thoughts of seeing the earth burn up, the dead 
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eomiog out of their graves to judgmetit, and Ua^ 
wicked plunged into belL 

My dear friends, if Ihesei are your views, youf 
servant feels no disposition to censure vou, he kno^ 
too well the effects of tradition to blame any one 
for these notions ; but you are now.called on to ex- 
ercise that reason which distinguishes us from beasts, 
and constitutes us the favoured subjects of a divine 
revelation, so that you may be able to form a cor« 
rect judgment of the subject now before you* Lel^ 
us carefully proceed with the. testimony of Jesus^ 
and endeavour to learn the events with which, he 
connects and designates the end of the world 

''When ye, therefore, shall see the abomination. of 
desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prqphet^ stand 
in the holy place, then let them whidi be in Jndea 
flee into the n^ountains/' When does Jesus direct 
them that be in Judea to flee into the mountains ? 
Answer, at the end of the world. But if the end 
of the world mean what tradition has taught u% 
why should those that may be in Judea at the time^ 
when this earth is to be dissolved, and all the dea^ 
raised to judgment, flee into the mountains ? 

But we proceed. *'Let him which is on the house 
top not come down to take any. thing out of hiy 
house ; neither let him which is in the field return 
back to take his clothes. And woe unto them that 
are with child, and to them that give suck in those 
days ! But pray ye that vour flight be not in the 
winter, neither on the sabbath day ; for then shall 
be great tribulation, such as was not since the be-* 
ginning of the world to this time, no nor ever shall 
be/' We have been told that there will be an 
eternity of trouble, after the end of the world, infr> 
nitely greater than any that ever preceeded ; but 
here in the description of the end of the world, by 
Jesus himself, he says, there shall never be such a 
time of trouble afterward. 

ISy the peculiar discription to which we have 
attended, there is no reason to doubt that the Sav- 
iour was giving an account of the destruction of 
36 
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96inimleiii by the Romang. And it is evident, be;- 
yond all controversy^ tJlat all that was meant by 
the end of the world, was the end of the Jewisli 
polity, and the destruction of the nation, the city 
and temple. That the bearer may he further sat- 
isfiedy that by << the end of the world"^ is not meant 
what our tradition has taught, we notice the words 
of St« Paul to the Hebrews. Speaking of Jesus he 
says; ^ But now once, in the end of the world, 
hath he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice 
of himself/^ The end of the world here meant was 
the end of the liCTitical priesthood. 

The Saviour further says ; " Immediately aftet 
the tribulation of those days shall the sun b^ dark- 
ened, and the moon shall not give her li^ht, and tl^ 
atars shall f^H from heav^en, apd the powers of the 
Jbearen shall be shaken : and then shall appear the 
sij^n of the son of man in heaven ; and then shall 
all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall isee 
the son of iqan coming in the clouds of heaven 
with power and great glory. And he shall send 
bfs anje^ls with a great sound of a trumpet, and 
they ^ball gather together his elect from fhe four 
winds, from one end of heaven to the otber.'^ Here 
Icarefulty observe that Jesns speaks of the sign of 
bis coming, and also of his coming with power and 

freat glory ; and of his sending forth bis angels, &c. 
let us here ask the question, how we shall time the 
event here spoken off Has this event ever taken 
place ? Tradition says. No, but it will take place 
at the disolution of this earth. But what right 
have we to time this event ? If Jesus did not lime 
it, have we a right to ? And if Jesus has timed it, 
have we a right to alter the time ? Hear his words. 
•^ Now learn a parable of the. fig tree : When 
his branches is yet tender, and puttetb forUi leaves, 
yt know that summer is nign; so likewise ye, 
wli^ ye shall see all these things, know that it is 
Tiear, even at the door& Verily I say unto you, 
this generation shall not pass till all these things be 
fulfilled. Heaven and earth shall pass away, but 
my word shall not pass away.** 
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By this plain, UDdoubtfiil ttslmiopy ef tiw d^int 
teacher we are authorised to belie?e that the time^ 
of which be spake, when ha should come in hit 
glory with his angels was in the generation in which 
be lived. He had just before told the Pharisees 
that all (he ri^teous blood shed upon the earth 
should conie upon them, and was particular in say- 
ing ; ^ Yerily, I say unto you, all these things shall 
conoe upon t bis generation.'' And now when speak* 
ing ^ his' coming in bis glory with his angels, he 
says ; ** Verily I say unto you, this generation shall 
not pass till all these things be fulfilled.*' 

The Saviour proceeds to inform bis disciples^ 
that the particular cby and boim* of his coming 
were known to his Father only ; and in the whole 
6ftbe reaaaimngpart of the chapter be refers the 
events of which he speaks to the tioie he had before 
-designated and confined to that generation. This 
^th chapter ends wkb an account of what riiould 
be done to an evil servant, who should '< say in big 
heart, my lord delayetb his coming ; and shell be^ 
{in to smite his fellow servants, and to eat and 
to dHnk with the drunken : the lord of that ser* 
vant shall come in a day when be Ipoketfa not for 
bifii^ and in an hour that he is not aware of^ and 
shall cut him asunder, and appoint him his portion 
With the hypocrites : there shall be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.'' As he had Just before, in his 
address to the Scribes and Phansees^ called them 
hypocrites, and denounced the judgments of beavea 
upon them, be now informed bis disciples^ that if 
any who professed to be his servants, should get otf 
ft6ir WBttb, should say, my Lord delayetb hiscom- 
ing, and sfakmld eat and drink with the drunkeiL 
ahd abuse bis fellow servants, he should be placed 
amon^ the bypoerttes on whom ha bad denounced 
tbose judgaaents. 

The 25lh chapter begins with the word thm, by 
which it is evident that the q^aker meant to refer 
to the time he bad before designated* ''Then 
tten the kingdom of bearen be likmed unto ten 
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rirrins.** When did the Saviour say the kingdom 
of beaven should be likened unto ten virgins? 
Answer, at the time when those judgments should 
come on Jerusalem and on the Jews, of which he 
bad spoken ; all of which he confined to that gen- 
eration. When he should come in the clouds of 
heaven, with power and great glory, and send his 
jangels forth to gather together his elect ; all which 
he confined to that generation. 

This parable of the virgins was designed to re- 
present the difference there would be between the 
situations of those Jews who foolishly rejected the 
Saviour, and who abused his Apostles, and those 
who believed in him, and administered to the ne- 
cessities of the promulgators of his doctrine. 

The parable of the talents, which follows this of 
(he ten vir^ns, represents the same thing, and so 
does this of the sheep and the goats. 

This passage begins thus ; « When the son of 
man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angeb 
with him,then shall he sh upon the throne of bis glory; 
and before him shall be gathered all nations; and 
he shall separate them one from another, as a sbep* 
herd divideth his sheep from the goats,'* &c. 

Here be cautious, ^ When the son of man shall 
come^** &c. When was this ? Look back to the 
30th verse of the 24lh chapter. ♦* And they shall 
see the son of man coming in the clouds of heaven 
with power and great glory," &c. And then ob- 
serve that the Saviour took all possible pains to 
certify his disciples that all these things should 
take pliaice in that gfeneration. 

The whole subject is perfectly plain. In the 24th 
chapter Jesus spake of his coming in his glory with 
his angels, and also of the judgment that he would 
then execute on his enemies ; and here in the 25flh 
chapter, he represents these things and events by 
the parable of the virgins, that of the talents^ and 
this of the sheep and goats ; and by keeping Uie con- 
Tiectioh of the subject H appears evident teyond all 
doubt, that this parable alluded to the^inents wbkb 
took place in the generation in which he lived. 
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But if this subject had been left in any respect 
doubtful, respecting the time of this judgment, }^et 
other passages of our Saviour's testimony respect- 
ing the same event are pei^ectly sufficient to settle 
the question and to remove all doubts. 

See Malt. xvi. 2t, 28, " For the son of man shall 
come in the glory of bis Father, with his angels ; 
and then he shall rei%ard every man according to 
bis works. Verily I say unto you, there be some 
standing here which shall not taste of death, till 
they see the son of man coming in his kingdom '^ 
Mark viii. 38. ix. 1. " Whosoever, therefore, shall 
be ashamed of me, and of my words in this adul- 
terious and sinful generation, of him also shall the 
son of man be ashamed, when he cometh in the 
glory of bis Father, with the holy angels. And he 
said unto tbem> verily I say unto you, that there 
be some of them that stand here, which shall not 
taste of death till they have seen the kingdom of 
God come with power." Luke ix. 26, 27, « For 
whosoever shall be ashamed of me, and of my 
words, of him shall the son of man be ashamed, 
when be shall come in his own glory, and in his 
Father's, and of the holy angels. But I tell you 
of a truth, there be some standing here, which shall 
not taste of death till they see the kingdomof God." 

These passages fully and clearly show, that the 
coming ot Christ in his glory with his angels, to re- 
ward every man accordibg to hi^ works, was an 
event which took place in the generation that lived 
at the time that Jesus was on the earth. And we 
have another direct proof of this fact recorded in 
Matt. X. 22, 23, <' And ye shall be hated of all men 
for my name's sake ; but be that endureth to the 
end shall be saved. But when they persecute you 
in this city, flee ye into another : for verily I say 
unto you, ye shall not have gone over the cities of 
Israel till the son of man be come." 

The time of this judgment being thus settled, let 
us inquire what accusation was brought against 
those on the left hand for which they were sentenc- 
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rao9 thus ; ^< I was an bungred, and ye ga^e me uo^ 
meat : I was tbirsty> and ye gave me no drink : 1 
wa» a stranfer, and ye took oie not in: naked^ and 
ye dotbed me not : sick^ and in prison, and ye Ti- 
nted me not'" The accused ask when these things 
took place ; s^nd are told ; '^ Inasmuch as ye did it 
not lo one of the leart of these^ ye did it not unto 
me." Notice bere^ that Jesus wm delivering this 
whole discourse to bis disciples ah>nr, on the mount 
of CHivea By thes^, tlierefore, it is evident that he 
meant his disciples; and be g^i^e theni to under* 
stand, that the persecutions that they shoiddsufier, 
be would reckon as done to himself. And on the 
irtbet band, the righteous are justified for having 
done those things to the disciples of Christ, which 
ttte wicked had neglected .to do; and he accepts 
these acts of kindness as^done to himself. 

We will Itereask those, who apply thk subject 
to the future state, whether they will allow that we 
wn io obtain an immortal rtate of endless felichj 
for the performance of our duty, in adipiajstering 
to the wants of our fellow creatures 7 The fact is^ 
after they have macte sirch an application of this 
scripture, tbeydonot belie vethQt our immortal state 
of happiness is the reward of our good works bere» 

But we must attend to the argument of our op- 
posers, who contend, that the words of this text ne^ 
cesparily mean an endless duration. 

Everiatsting punishment^ and life eternaj^ The; 
are critical to observe, that the words everlasting 
and* eternal oome from the same word in the GreeE 
testatnefit, and they, therefore, infer that the dura- 
tion bf punishment must be as long as the duration 
of Imppiness in the firtitte world, But.Uiey assume 
the application of these words to a future :rtat% 
without even an attempt t6 show, that such an ^api* 
plication is justified by tbe testimony of the Sav- 
iour, This application we have p*wred to he erro- 
neous ; which necessarily applies the word rendeih 
M everlasting and eternal to what beloi^ to the 



Digitized by 



Google 



2B7 

. present state. And that tbisappltcation is correct 
ifre prove as follows : The word in Gi^eek, render- 
ed everlasting and eternal in our language, b 
axooniwiy which is an adjective. The noun occurs 
in (be question which the disciples asked the divine 
master, in the 3d verse of the 24th chapter: « TeM 
us, when shall tliese things be? and what shall be 
the sign of thy coming, and of tbeendof (he (ato^nos) 
world ?*' Now we have proved that the end of the 
oiocfMs^ in the 24th chapter noeant the end of the 
Jewish dispensation. It follows therefore, by fair 
analogy^ that if the aioanos, which came to an end 
in the generation that Jesus lived on the eartb, 
meant a dispensation or order oi things, that which 
followed meant the same (viz.) a dispensation or 
order of things. 

• Tlie plain siotple truth b this ; Tbe dispensation 
and order of the Jewish econony ended, and the 
.goq>el dispensation and economy commenced ; and 
so did tbe dispensation of that long and severe judg- 
ment on tbe house of Israel^ under which they have 
groaned until this day. 

We therefore render tbe text thus ; ^ These ahali 
£0 away into a dbpensation of punishment, but the 
righteous into a dispensation of life, or into the 
gospel dispensation* This gospel dispensation or 
maoM5, is mentioned by tbe Saviour, in Matt, xxviii. 
20, '* Where Jesus sent forth his disciples to 
preach, and said to them; Lo» I am with you al- 
ways even unto tbe end of tbe (aioafios) world." 

The hearer isxeferred to PARKHURsr^sGreek Lex- 
icon, where on this word he will find the following,; 
^< An age, period, periodical dispensation of divine 
Provideiice. In JMat xxiv. 3, it evidestly refers to 
the Jewish age, or age under the Mosaic law. (See 
Whitby, Doddrids^e, and Macknigbt on that text*) 
But in MaU. xxviiL 20, it eeeias plainly to denote^ 
the age under the Messiah.^ 

When Ibis subject is seen in its own clear light, 
when we look at it with the eye of unprejudiced 
candor,, and view it in its relation ifi tbe threaten- 
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iiiK^ denounced by Moses on the rebellious house 
of Israel, we see that Jesus denounced on the Jews 
no other punishment than such as Moses and the 
Prophets bad foretold. If the hearer will examine 
the 26th chapter of Leviticus, the 28th of Deuter^ 
onoiny, the 4th of Lamentations, and compare them 
with the 24lh and 25tb of Matthew, he will be sat- 
isfied that neither Moses, the Prophets, nor Jesus 
spake any thing of punisliin^ the house of Israel 
in a future state of existence ; but he will be con- 
vinced that not only Moses and the Prophets, but 
Jesus likewise did denounce the most awful and 
distressing calamities on the Jews, that we can po^ 
sibly conceive of human suflTcrings in this world of 
misery and woe. 

When Pilate, being convinced of the innocence of Jesus, would 
have released him, all the people answered, saying, "His blood 
be on us and on our children.^' They pronoonced the dreadful 
imprecation and were taken at their word. God has visited tiie 
iniquity of the fathers upon the children of them who h^re hated 
him, and has executed on the wicked the judgments whioh- were 
forptold by the prophets. * ' 

hxii all this seems nothing in the eye of that blind superrsiitioB,^ 
which can see no punishment for sio in this world, and which ap- 
plies the threateniogs to a future state. But in the judgment of 
reason, and in the Tight of divine revelation, the punishments 
which have been inflicted on the Jews f6r the wickedness with 
which scripture and history charge them, have been accordiag to 
their sins. 

As to the argument, that punishment must be as durable as hap- 
piness, it not only seems to be destitute of any evidence, but re- 
pugnant to reason. Punishment is designed to reclaim from sin, 
that happiness may succeed ; bot if punishment be endless it cer- 
tainly is the end of divine Providence, and not the meojitby which 
he brings a more glorious end to pass. 

To conclude : my friends, the dealings of God with his child- 
ren in past ages, should be regarded by us as examples of his 
faithfulness to his promises and bis threateningi. As our beay- 
elily Father has always re w^ed the righteous, a|id puoidiad the 
wicked in a way to make his approbation of the former and bis 
disapprobation of the latter evident to every observing mind, 
let us be wise for ourselves and for our children. If we approve 
the opportanity which God has ofiered vs^ to throw, off error sod 
superstition, and to receive Clirist and his pu]^ retigifo^ we sha|l 
enter into life, and our children after us, in room ^f inheriting' 
from us error and darkness, will bless their fathers and tl^eir 
mothers, who resohred to throw off the doctrine? of despaur, hrid 
fo espouse the hope of the gos^t of Ood our Sdri«|r^ «' • • 
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PROVERBS xL 31. 

*^ Btkoldj the righteous ikmU be recampennd in the etirth ; much more 
the wicked and the sinnerJ*"* 

Among the reasons for calling your attention at 
this time, to the consideration of this subject, the 
following may be named : 

1. This passage having been made the subject of 
one of our discourses on the 1st sabbath of Novem- 
ber last, a number, who heard the discourse at that 
time, have since requested that it might have a 
place among the lectures. And 

2. This subject seems so nearly allied to our last, 
that it is thought advisable to place it next in course, 
that it may operate in some measure as a farther 
illustration of it. 

Our text gives evident support to the following 
particular subjects : 

1. There is righteousness in the earth. 

2. There is wickedness in the earth. 

3. There is a sure recompense for righteousness. 

4. There is a sure recompense for wickedness. 

5. The recompense of rigbteoushess is in the earth. 

6. The recompense of wickedness is in the earth. 

37 
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These particulars may be said to be fully proY- 
ed by the text ; for there can be none righteous, 
unless there be righteousness, and there can be 
none wicked, unless there be wickedness ; nor can 
righteousness be recompensed where there is none, 
nor can wickedness be recompensed where it does 
not exist. 

The hearer's attention is now invited to an in- 
quiry, which will be directed to ascertain how to 
make a proper distinction between the righteous 
and the wicked. The Way in which this subject is 
generally held, supposes that there is one class of 
men who are exclusively righteous, and another 
class exclusively wicked. Hence we bear so much 
about two classes of mankind. Christian preach- 
ers and commentators have filled their sermons 
and their volumes with lengthy and intricate dis- 
criptions of these two classes of people. If we say 
any thing of the divine favour to all mankind, if 
we express the least hope that God will have com- 
passion on all men, if we bring plaitl scripture to 
testify and say, " The Lord is good to all, and his 
lender mercies are over all his works,^* we are se- 
verely rebuked by those who call themselves righ- 
teous, who tell us that the scriptures every where 
make two classes of people, the righteous and the 
wicked. 

That the scriptui-es speak of two characters is 
freely acknowledged ; but that they every where 
Of even any where give support to the notion that 
one class of mankind is exclusively righteous, and 
another class exclusively wicked is by no means 
acknowledged. 

It is worthy of special notice that the testimony 
of scripture agrees with matter of fact For in- 
stance, scripture says ; •* While thfe earth remain- 
elh, seed timfe and harvest, and cold and heat, and 
stimmer and winter, and day and night, shall not 
cease." 'Now the matter of fact testified by the 
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passage quoted, perfectly pgree? witb ^hdt w6 
know, by i^xperiencp to be true* But should wie 
find that tbe scriptures any where say, that while 
the earth reinaineth ih^xe (shall be ascertain class of 
people, from generation to generation that shall be 
exclusively righteous, and another class exclusively 
wicked, could we say. that this is evidently true ? 
could we say that thes^ two classes have always 
been 9s distinguishable as seed time and harvest^ 
as cold and beat, as suuooier and winter, and as day 
aac} night? 

Af y friends, look round you, do you know who 
(heae righteous are ? Can you distinguish thisrigh- 
tepus class from the wicked class as easily as you 
can distinguish day from night ? Who are they ? 
Are they that company of meek, humble believers 
in Jesus, who pray as the divine master taught 
tbem ; " Our Father who art in heaven — forgive us 
our sins J" If they are not sinners why do they 
pray that their sins may be forgiven ? 

On the other hand, who are the >^icked ? Are 
they that company of profane sailors, who appear 
so careless about religion ? But these ment of all 
grades of society are acknowledged to be the most 
generous* They will impart to misery the last 
dollar of the scanty wages for which they have risk* 
ed their lives on the uncertain deep, while the 
wealthy christian, who goes to the sanctuary in 
^eadour, with great circuoispection, gives to pov^ 
erty a shilling. But who are the wicked? Are 
they such as make no profession of religion, have 
subscribed to no creed, joined no church ? But 
where are these men, and what are they about 
when tt^ir neighboiurs are sick, or are in want, or 
are in distress T Are they then carelessly loiterr 
ing behind our high professors of religion, who are 
administering all needed assistance to the distress- 
pd I Where are they when the devouring element 
turns women and children into the streets ? Do 
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they* idly fold their arms and look on, while the 
righteous put out the fire ? What do these wick- 
ed people do when their country is invaded by a 
plundering foe, and all that is dear to man lies at 
stake? Do they then sleep on beds of down, 
while the saints watch in the camp? The fact is, 
if we are willing to acknowledge the truth, there is 
no class of people who are so righteous that there 
is no need of reformation ; nor is there a class 
that is in no danger of growing worse. 

We find the righteous and the wicked in the 
same individual. David says; <' Judge me, O 
Lord, according to my righteousness." And again 
he says ; <^ The Lord rewarded me according to 
my righteousness." But with what humility does 
he acknowledge his sin. He says; ^' Wash me 
thoroughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me 
from my sin. For I acknowledge my transgres- 
sion and my sin is ever before me.'' Yes, in the 
same man, and at the same time we find the righte- 
ous and the wicked, <^ him that serveth Gtod and him 
that serveth him not." St Paul says ; " With the 
mind I myself serve the law of God^ but with the 
flesh the law of sin," 

The habit which professed christians have so 
long indulged, of thinking and speaking of the 
wicked, as a class of people distinct from them- 
selves, is a proof of the depravity of their own de- 
ceived hearts. The publican, who dared not raise 
his eyes toward heaven, but smote his breast, say- 
ing, God be merciful to me a sinner, was rather 
justified than the Pharisee, who thanked God that 
he was not like other men. 

The result of a candid examination of this par- 
ticular subject may be represented by health mn 
sickness. And as this representation is warranted 
by the declaration of wfi .Saviour to those who 
thought they were righteous when they were not, 
it may be the more acceptable* Jesus said ; <<Tbey 
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that are whole need not the physician) but they 
that are sick." Now health and sickness are so di- 
rectly opposite, that there is no difficulty in dis- 
tinguishing one from the other. But there are ma* 
ny cases where it would be difficult to determine 
which of two that are sick is the most unwell. And 
we may further observe that there is no such thing 
as a class of people who are exclusirely healthy, or 
a class that is exclusively sickly. Those, who to 
day are in health may be sick to morrow ; and 
those who are indisposed to day may be restored 
and enjoy health to morrow. Yes, and in the 
same person, and at the same time we may find a 
degree of health and a degree of sickness, De-^ 
grees of health and sickness may increase or de* 
crease, and the subjects may either recover, or de- 
cline and die. 

Let us in the next place endeavour to ascertain 
the nature of the recompense which the divine 
economy awards to the righteous, and what it is 
designed for. 

As we have seen that there are dififerent degrees 
in r];g[hteousness, so we may expect to find that re- 
wards are so varied as to correspond with these dif- 
ferent degrees. Again, we may observe that in 
some things a man may do that. which is right, and 
receive a recompense accordingly ; on the other 
band, the same man may do that which is wrong in 
some things and be recompensed accordingly. • 

The whole duty of man is embraced in two di- 
vine reqliireinents. The first requires us to love 
God with all the heart, and the second being like 
unto the first, requires us to love our neighbours 
as ourselves. On these two commandments, Jesus 
^ays, " hang all the law and the prophets.^ Now 
as far as any person loves God so far is he recom- 
pensed, and no further. And as far as he loves his 
neighbour so far he is recompensed in that respect, 
$nd no further. 
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But what is the recompeDse which the soul en^ 
joys who loves God ? Aij^wer, it is God himselfl 
<< God IS love ; and he that dwelleth in love^ dwell* 
eth in God, and God in him/' In an exact propor- 
tion to the love which the heart exercises towards 
God is it recompensed with this richest of all re- 
wards. There is no other abject, on whieh the 
affections of the heart can be placed, that is ao 
sure of returning a recompense, in all respects 
equal to the degree of love which is exercised. 

Companions may love each other m#6t tenderly, 
but by unavoidable circumstances they may be se- 
parated, so as to render their affection even painful. 
Again, there may be love to creature objecta 
where na return of affection is received. But who 
ever loves God cannot l>K^eparated from him, nor 
can he ever experience any want of love in God. 
The soul that truly loves the divine Being is bless- 
ed with the presence of the object of affection. 
Thar^ is no place nor condition that can exclude 
the mind from this enjoyment. Though we went 
banished from the society of man, if we loved God 
he would be present with us ; would be a well of 
water springing up into everlasting life. How of- 
ten do we see our brethren and sisters in the hour 
of death, rejoicing in a present Saviour, and cheer- 
fully resign life and all earthly thii^s for the en- 
joyment of God. 

What is this rich recompense designed for in the 
divine economy ? It is designed for the only end 
that divine love can possibly have in view. It is 
to promote love and enlarge its enjoyments in the 
•oul that is exercised by it. 

As * there are secondary cases in which righte- 
ousness manifests itself, so there are secondary^re* 
compenses corresponding with them. As conse- 
quences growing out of love to God, we notice 
those virtuous actions, and propriety of conduct, 
which are attended with effects which suffickntlr 
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recompense and amply bless the agent in his deeds. 
Who ever loves God, will love truth ; he will love 
honesty ; he will love justice ; he will love mercy ; 
he will love wisdom and knowledge. Now as he 
ioves these things he will speak the truth ; he will 
be honest ; he will do justly ; he will be merciful ; 
he will endeavour to acquire wisdom and know- 
ledge, and he will consider all tliese things as dura- 
ble riches and righteousness. 

Now as these virtues are all calculated to reward 
us for all our exertions in their principles, so it is 
evident that our recompenses must be according to 
our merits. Accordingly as a man loves the truth, 
and speaks the truth, he enjoys the divine sunshine 
in his breast; and in addition to this sure and ample 
reward he generally is believed by others, and coij- 
fidence is placed in his word. In the same propor- 
tion as a man is honesflh what he does, he has the 
enjoyment of his own conscience, which is a treas- 
ure that the honest man prizes far above silver or 
gold. And in addition to all this he has the satis- 
faction of being esteemed by others for his honesty, 
which is worthy of high estimation. 

Those, who do justly, love mercy, and walk 
humbly with God, who seek for wisdom as for hid- 
den treasures, and find out knowledge of witty in- 
ventioos, enjoy a constant income of moral and in- 
tellectual wealth which is far richer than the revenue 
of silver, or the merchandise of the most precious 
spices. 

The design of these rich rewards, in the econo- 
my of the divine government, is to induce moral 
beil^ to labour with all possible diligence to per- 
fect themselves in the love of God. 

We may now ask what recompense the divine 
gorvemment is pleased to render to the wicked, and 
what is the design of such a recompense. 

As wickedness is exactly the reverse of righte- 
ousness, so the recompense of the former must be 
the reverse of that of the latter. 



Digitized by 



Google 



296 

If we have no love to God we cannot enjoy him. 
The thought that he exists and exercises universal 
dominion^ and controls all things by his Almighty 
power is a source of infelicity. The soul, in room 
of being refreshed with the sweet waters of life^is 
suffused with anger, wrath, strife, and bitterne^. 
In the room of peace, • there is trouble. ** The 
wicked are like the troubled ^ea, when it cannot 
rest, whose waters cast up mire and dirt. There is 
no peace, saith my God, to the wicked." 

Such is the establishment of moral rectitude in 
the human soul, by the hand of our Maker, that our 
reason is compelled to acknowledge the dignity of 
divine justice, the purity of all the virtues, and the 
excellency of righteousness. But where the aflfec- 
tions of the heart are not devoted to these holy 

Sualities, the soul is forever under condemnation, 
elf accusation, self reproach gnaw like the vul- 
ture within. 

In an exact proportion to the distance the soul 
is in, from that love to God and our neighbour, 
which is the fulness of the divine requirenient, is 
measured the recompense due to the sinner. There 
is tribulation and anguish to every soul of man 
that doeth evil ; and this tribulation and anguish 
are in proportion to the evil for which they are a 
recompense. 

But why should the divine government so or- 
dain, that sin should be recompensed with so much 
misery ? Why does it not please God to adminia^ 
ter comfort, peace, and joy to the sinner, in his 
sins ? What is the design of the divine economy 
in this thing ? 

We may find a solution of these queries in our si- 
militude of health and sickness. Health is the re- 
ward of that kind of food, which is nourishment to 
the body, of that temperance and exercise which 
our nature requires; while food that is unwhole- 
some, or that is rendered injurious by art, together 
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with intemperance, and the want of proper exercise, 
are reconopensed with those natural disorders with, 
which the human body is afflicted. It is necessa- 
rily so in the nature of things. It seems impossible 
that it should be otherwise. And it is the certainty 
of Ihese consequences, which induces the prudent 
to abstain from intemperance and idleness^ 

The evil consequences resulting from wforig 
practices, are designed, by divine wisdom, for the 
same benevolent purpose as the good effects which 
are the recompense of doing well. When we do. 
well weenjoy the pleasant fruits of righteousness,and 
this enjoyment opperates as an inducement to con- 
tinue in well doing. On the contrary, when we do 
wrong we suffer the recompense of our error, and 
this suffering is wisely appointed as a mean to 
wean us from that improper indulgence of inordi* 
nate appetites and passions in consequence of which 
we suffer, and to warn us to take heed to our ways. 
The prophet Jeremiah, speaking to the wicked^ 
seems to express this idea with great plainness. He 
says ;*'* Thine own wickedness shall correct tbee^ 
and thy backslidings shall reprove thee." 

In our reasoning on the subjects of the recom- 
pensing of the righteous, and of rendering to the 
wicked according to their works, attentk>n has been 
paid more to what we may term the internal fruits 
of righteousness and sin, than to outward blessings 
and calamities with which divine Providence has in 
all ages of the world expressed his approbation of 
righteousness, and his disapprobation of sin. We 
shall now contemplate the subject more generallyi 
noticing some of the divine promises and threaten-^ 
ings, connecting the subject with the consideration 
of that part of the testimony of our text which in- 
forms us, that the recompense of both the righteous 
and the wicked is in the earth. 

It may be proper, before we proceed further, to 
apprise the hearer, that the arguments which are 
38 
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to follow will be found direcled to disprove the 
common doctrine, which teaches Ihat those who are 
righteous in this state of existence, will be recom- 
pensed for theirrighteousness with immortality and 
eternal life in the future state ; and that those who 
are sinners in this life will be recompensed with 
endless perdition hereafter. This we feel fiilly au- 
thorised to undertake by the divine authority ex- 
presBed in many more passages than can be cited 
in one sermon ; this authority is evidently express- 
ed in our text^ in that it certifies us that both the 
righteous and the wicked shall be recompensed in 
the earth ; for it surely seems unreasonable to sup- 
pose, that they are recompensed liere in the earf b, 
and after this recompensed to all eternity. In fact 
this idea is a most palpable absurdity ; for any thing 
short of deserts is not a recompense ; nor can that 
which is more than deserts be called a recompense. 

With a view to bring this general subject before 
the hearer in as plain a manner as is convenient, let 
a few questions be asked, and let reason andexper- 
ience answer them. 

1. In a state like this, in which we are possessed 
of inclinations, passions, and appetites, which, if not 
properly chastened, duly restrained, and wisely 
governed, will most assuredly lead us into sin, in or- 
der to influence the mind, and bring its fortitude 
into proper action, and the inclinations into the 
right channel by the hope of a favourable recom- 
pense, is it best to place this recompense in this 
present life, or in a future state ? Professt)rs df re- 
ligion in general, and even preachers contend, that 
unless the recompense for well doing is in a future 
state, virtue is not worth pursuing, as there is not 
in virtue itself and in its good consequences in this 
life a sufficient reward for its duties. The question 
now before us inquires whether it would not better 
secure the object to have the recompense in this 
life 7 In favour of its being here may be urged, 
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that all objects that are calculated to influence the 
biunan mind, have their powers increased by their 
proximity to us, and deroinished as they are placed 
more remote. Man is so constituted that he thinks 
more of his present necessities than he does of what 
he may want in some future time. 

If you wish to hire labourers into your service, 
you can more readily obtain them by promising 
them their pay every setting sun, than if you pro- 
pose paying them ten or twenty years hence. If 
your neighbour, or even your minister should tell 
you, that if you wish to obtain faithful labourers, 
you must by no means promise them immediate 
pay, but promise it as long hence as will possibly 
sdit your conveniences ; and furthermore, you must 
be careful when they are labouring for you, to al- 
low them as little refreshment and rest as possibly 
will keep them alive, or they will leave you, would 
you tlnokthe advice wasany evidenceof the wisdom 
and experience of him who gave it ? No^ you would 
not. And though you might possibly think your 
advisor 9fe«nt well, being ignorant, you would not 
follow the advice. 

Why then, my friends, should we believe, that 
divine wisdom, with an intention to engage us in 
the service of virtue, should place its reward in a 
future state of exbtence, in a world we know noth- 
ing of, from which no traveller ever returned ? — 
Why should we believe that the wbdom of God, 
with a design to make us faithful in his service, 
should carefully make this service extremely toil- 
some, and allow us no rest nor refreshment that is 
comfortable during our labours ? 

2. With a view to operate on the mind bjjr fear, 
and to restrain the passions by apprehensions of 
danger, whefe would wisdom place the dreaded 
object, in this life, or in a future state ? 

In favour of its being here, and before our eyes, 
may be urged, that any texrAc^ohject has a greater 
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influence on the mind being near and visible, than 
when remote and invisible. Even a coward will 
boast of his courage, and will dare the foe, while 
he lies at a distance and out of sight, but when the 
hostile band presents the glittering armory that 
dazzles his eyes, his weak heart melts like wax be- 
fore the sun. Why then should terror be placed 
at a distance and out of sight in order to have the 
greatest effect on the mind ? If it be necessary to 
excite our fear, that we believe in the common doc- 
trine of a burning lake in a future state, would it 
not add an incalculable influence to the object if 
our terrific preachers could draw away the curtain 
and present the horrible scene to our open vision ? 
As they take great satisfaction in describing to the 
imagination of parents their children in hell, would 
not the effect be still more powerful if the eye 
could behold the fiery pit, and see the beloved 
children in the flames ? But all this must be car- 
riedon in asecretplace, outof sightofallthe living; 
and none to report it to us, only those who know 
nothing about it. 

3- Is it not a most evident fact, that for tempor- 
al enjoyments, enjoyments of this life, men will ex- 
ert tlieir utmost powers, face the greatest dangers, 
and surmount all surmountable difficulties ? For 
these enjoyments the husbandman labours from 
early morn until the shades of night cover him. 
And this he repeats day after day, week after week, 
month after month, year after year, until he weai-s 
out his strength and his days. Ask him why he 
thus toils ; will he inform you, either that he ex- 
pects an immortal state of bliss hereafter as a re- 
ward ; or that he fears eternal torments if he should 
quit his field ? No, he will point to his wife and 
to his children, and say ; it is for them I labour, 
for them I toil, and the love I bear them makes my 
labour easy and my Burden light ; yea it is a pleas- 
ure and content is my companion. 
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Does not the mariner risk his life on the seas, 
doe& he not encounter the mo^t inclement weather, 
put his face te the violence of the storm for 
the sake of the comforts and luxuries of life? For 
the enjoyments of this temporal state, we see the 
warrior, far from his family, encountering the fa- 
tigues of marches and counter marches ; lying upon 
the cold damp earth ; his food coarse and often 
loathsome, and when the hour of perilous danger 
arrives, and he is summoned to the charge, does he 
now expect immortality and eternal life if he fights, • 
and does he dread endless damnation if he refuses? 
No, these are not the motives which stimulate him 
to set his face to danger and his breast to the battle. 
The defence of his country, the defence of his wife 
and children, and his honour as a soldier are motives 
suflScient. Why then, my friends, are we told that 
no rewards in this life are sufficient to excite us to 
religion and virtue ? Why are we told the pitiful 
story, that nothing short of the hope of endless hap- 
piness hereafter, and the dread of everlasting dam- 
nation in the world to come are sufficient incentives 
to move men to subscribe to a creed which men 
have invented, and a covenant written by a clergy- 
roan, join a communion, and make a few prayers 
which he learns by heart, and go to meeting on the 
sabbath ? 

4. Since the doctrine of endless rewards and 
punishments has been advocated and preached by 
the christian clergy, and the anathemas of eternal 
condemnation held up on every sabbath day ; and 
since all classes of people have been habituated in 
^ such a belief, has it all together had the desired ef- 
fect ? Has it made men in reality any better ? If 
we place the least confidence in the most authentic 
histories, and if we allow experience to judge in this 
case the matter is plain, that a spirit of the most vio- 
lent persecution has always accompanied this doc- 
trin, and the most shockthg outrages on humanity 
have marked its progress. 
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5. Let us ask now, where true wisdom liesf and 
where her peaceful path is to be found ? We find 
the answer in the words of Jesus, who said ; '* Come 
unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, 
and learn of me ; for I am meek and lowly in heart : 
and ye shall find rest unlo your soul. For my 
yoke is easy and my burden is light.'' By these 
precious words we learn that the Saviour endeav- 
oured to persuade men into his service by assuring 
. them that his service was easy, and that he imposed 
no burdens but light ones. He compares his reli- 
gion with its opposite, as an easy service to one 
that is hard ; as rest to fatigue. 

As long as we are persuaded to believe that the 
way of righteousness is a hard way, that it is attend- 
ed with constant trouble, that few or no enjoyments 
are found in obedience to its requirements, ail the 
promises which the preacher holds up of bliss in a 
future world, will never induce us to travel the bated 
r.oad. On the contrary, as long as we are told that 
sin and wickedness are attended with ease, pleasure, 
filelight, and perpetual gratification and satisfaction, 
and as long as we believe this worst of all descep- 
tions, so long we shall live in sin, notwithstanding 
we may be told of the most horrid torments in a 
future world as a recompense therefor. 

Man loves happiness and hates misery, and this 
love and hatred are the only inducements which 
inove^him to action. Let us reaUae then that rjgh- 
teousness will make us happy in the present me, 
and that sin will make us miserable here on the 
earth, and let us constantly withstand the testin^ony 
of our preachers, and the temptations of the flesh to 
the contrary, and we shall live as the grace of God 
teaches, by denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, 
and by living soberly, righteously, and godly in this 
present world. 
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It is worthy of special regard, that the divine 
promises and threatenings. recorded by Moses and 
the prophets, with which God was pleased to signify 
his approbation of righteousness, and his disapproba- 
tion of sin, relate to blessings and punishments which 
have been enjoyed and suffered by the house of 
Israel in the earth. 

For their encouragement the Lord promised them 
all manner of temporal blessings; and as a terror he 
threatened them with all manner of temporal calam- 
ities. And while they walked in the statutes of the 
Lord, and did his judgments these promises were 
faithfully fulfilled. The people multiplied greatly 
and abounded in all the rich blessings of life, of 
health and peace. But when they rebelled and 
walked in the way of sin, they were visited with all 
the plagues, judgpients, and calamities with which 
they had been threatened. No people ever varied 
their character more than have the Jews. At times 
they were the most upright, the most pious, the 
roost virtuous of all the nations of the earth ; and 
then they were blessed above all people in the 
world. At other times they have l^en the most 
perverse ; have so forsaken the true God, as to 
carry idolatry to its extremes, have practiced vio- 
lence and oppression^ by which they became a prey 
to their enemies, and were carried into captivities, 
and punished with all the sore judgments which 
were written in their lai?? or denounced by their pro- 
phets. And as no people have ever been more 
wicked, so none have been more punished than they. 

The judgments which our Saviour denounced on 
the Jews were the same of which we read in the 
26th of Leviticus and other writings of Moses, in 
the Lamentations of Jeremiah and the other writ- 
ings of this and the rest of the prophets. A nd it is 
directly to our argument to observe that all these 
calamities have come on that people ; and that we 
have no more authority for applying either the 



Digitized by 



Google 



304 

promises for obedience, or the tbreatenings for dis- 
obedience to a future state, tban we have for be- 
lieving that the Jews, for their obedience in this 
world, will be blessed in the future state in the quiet 
possession of the land of Canaan : and for their diso- 
bedience will be visited with sickness and be carried 
away into captivity by their enemies. 

To conclude. Let us, my friends, open our eyes 
on the certain consequences with which our heav- 
enly Father rewards the obedient here in the earth. 
Let us regard that calm sunshine of peace within, 
which we are sure to enjoy as the inward of well 
doing. Let us endeavour to estimate in a proper 
manner the rich inheritance which is the certain lot 
of those who keep the commandments of G6d. 

Let us look round us, and see if prisons, dun- 
geons, and gallows are not a suliicient argument to 
prove, that the wicked are recompensed in the 
earth. And if this sad scene be not sufficient, go 
drayv the veil from still greater liorrors, where in- 
temperance and uncleanness exhibit the v^arning 
spectacle of degraded humanity. Beloved youth, 
look, th^se terrors are no fictidns; they are, awful 
realities! Your feet stand in slippery places! O 
put on the whole armour of righteousness that ye 
may be able to stand in the evil day ; and pray 
most fervently that you may not be led into temp- 
tation, but that you may be delivered from evil. 
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The spirit of divine truth, addressing Jerusalem 
by the prophet, informed her that she was more cor- 
rupted in her ways than her sisters, Samaria and 
her daughters, or Sedom and her daughters. The 
words of the prophet are these ; " As I live, saith 
the Lord God, Sodom thy sister hath not done, she 
nor her daughters, as thou hast done, thou and thy 
daughters. Behold this was the iniquity of thv sis- 
ter Sodom, pride, fulness of bread, and abundance 
of idleness, was in her and in her daughters, neither 
did she strengthen the hands of the poor and needy« 
And they were haughty, and committed abomina- 
tion before me ; therefore I took them away as I 
saw good.** 

The destruction of the inhabitants of Sodom is 
the subject of x)ur text, and that to which the most 
cautious attention of this christian audience is iibw 
most earnestly solicited. 

By those who believe and preach the ** heart- 
chilling doctrine** of endless torment, the destruc- 
tion oi Sodom is constantly adverted to as an evi* 
dent proof of this tenet, and an inftanceTof its posi- 
tive reality. 

39 
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* Now as it is one of the objects of this course of 

. X. lectures, to disprove the doctrine here nnentioned, 
^^^^ and to show, that the divine testimony which its ad- 
^, vocates' apply as proof of this tenet gives it no sup- 
^iJIgA^ort) it is thought expedient to show that we have 
no evidence to believe that the Sodomites are an 
instance of an endless state of misery. And as sev- 
•' eral other instances of the destruction of the wick- 
ed are generally used for the same end as this ol 
the destruction of Sodom, notice will be taken of a 
number of them in the present discourse, in • way 
to show that they aflTord no evidence in support of 
the doctrine, in favourof which they are perpetually 
employed by our terrific preachers. 

The first question which we shall attempt to ex- 
amine is, whether the scriptures, which speak of the 
destruction of Sodom, give any account of the end- 
less misery of those people who died in that des- 
truction ? 

We are informed in the 18th and 19th chapters 
of Genesis, that, on accotmt of the grievieous sin of 
Sodom and Gooiorrah, " the Lord rained upon 
Sodom and upon Gomorrah, brimstot^ and fire 
from the Lord out of heaven. And he overthrew 
those cities and all the plain, and all the inhabitants 
of the cities, and that which grew upon the ground.** 

I'his is the account which we have in Genesis of 
the destruction of the Sodomites. But we find no 
mention made of their being; consigned to a state of 
torment after their temporal destruction. 

Here lei us bring our subject into the light by 
the following queries. 

i. Of the two events^ Ihfe temporal destructaoo 
of the Sodomites and their being consigned to a 
state. )>f> uritpeakable torment in the invisible and 
etet m1 world, which is tSie greatest ? Ev^ry om 
will acknowledge at once, thM the last oientiooed 
of these events is infinitely greater than the firrt. 
Indeed, those who believe and hold forth (be idea 
of the endless misery of the wicked hereafter, al- 
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ways inforoius, that all the sufferings of this mor- 
tal state are notching comparecT with the sufferings of 
the miserable in the eternal warld. 

2. Why, allowing the common opinion of fh 
miserable state of the Sodomites in the invisibl 
world) is there a particular account given of their 
temporal destruction^ and yet not a word about this ' ^ 
everlasting torment in the future state, which is a #* 
subject infinitely greater I To illustrate the nature 
of tills question, we will suppose, that we have an 
account in oor newspaper of a fire in the city 
of Philadelphia that burnt several ware-houses 
and consumed considerable property. This ac- 
count falls into the hands of our christian preachers, • 
and they come forward in public and state a most 
lamentable account of the total destruction of the 
city of Philadelphia by fire* They set forth, in tlie 
moat iQoving language the awful sufferings of the 
wretched inhabitants of that city, not one of which 
were able to make their escape from the devouring 
flaines! They even go so far as to informs us of 
certain manifestations of the tender sympathies of 
husbands and wives, parents and children, brothers 
and sisters in the last sad moments of their dreadful 
destruction. After the peace of the whole town 
should be thus trifled with for some time, and all ' 
oar hearts had been wrung with the keenest sor- 
row for the astonishing sufferings of our fellow 
iDortals, some of us should ask our pi^^ers how 
they were informed of the sorrowful nfews of the 
destruction of the inhabitants of Philadelphia ?— 
They in a very careless indifferent manner, after a 
few civilities, inform us that we have had the ac- 
count in the public papers ; and asl: us if we have 
not seen the account of the burning of those ware- 
houses and all the goods there were in them ? — 
What should we think in such a case ? Should we 
not allow ourselves to query whether these good 
teachers had not made some mistake ? or exagerat- 
ed in a roost unwarranted degree the account given 
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in the papers ? You wUl all agree that no ^icuse 
could possibly palliate for such a breach of our 
peace, except it could be proved that our teachers, 
who bad thus troubled our souls, were actuated bj 
V a delirium. But my friendsi even this comparison 
falls infinitely short of the subject under conddera* 
tion. There is not so great a disproportion between 
the supposed account of the nre in Philadelphia, 
and the exageration of this account, which we have 
supposed, as there is between the account recorded 
in Genesis of the destjruction of the Sodomites, and 
the exagerations by which thousands have been led 
to believe that those who were there destroyed, were 
consigned to a state of interminable misery. The 
question before you is like this ; Would the public 
prints notice, in a particular manner, the burning 
of a few ware-houses in the cit^ of Philadelfrfiia, but 
say nothing of the burning of the whole city, inha- 
bitants and all ? 

3. As it is acknowledged by all, who reason well 
on the relation between testimony and facts, and the 
legitimate powers of the former to estaUisb the 
latter, that extraordinary and naturally incredible 
events require a strength of testimony and a clear- 
ness of evidence which correspond with the extra* 
ordinary character of what is to be proved, is it not 
our indis{>ensable duty, and what we owe to our* 
selves and to the cause of truth, to ask our divines, 
who insist on the endless misery of the Sodomites, 
to produce evidence of this fact, the force and clear* 
ness of which are equal to the extraordinary char* 
acter of this supposed fact ? 

That this supposed fact is naturally iocrediUe 
appears most eyident by comparing it with the aian- 
ifest character of the divine Being. God is a being 
of "infinite wisdom, power, and goodness. 

We may suppose, that if God were infinitely wise, 
and infinitely powerful, but entirely destkute of 
goodness, he might ^contrive a scheme of infinite 
cruelty, and carry the same into effect ; but if be 
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as much |oodne(a as be does wisdooi tod 
power, it is palpably abs\ird to believe that he k 
the ailthor of any being to whom he is not good ; 
and it is equally absurd ta say that God is good to 
the -Sodomites if they are consigned to a state of 
infinite misery. 

^ That our heavenly Father was good and boun- 
tiful to the inhabitants of Sodom in their mortal 
state is evident from our context, in which we are 
informed of the idleness of the people, their fulness 
of bread, and their criminal neglect of the poor and 
needy. These accusations fi^ly show that they 
were guilty of abusing the goodness of divine Pro- 
vidence ; by which it is clear that God was good to 
them. Now as it cannot be denied that our heav- 
enly Father was good and bountiful to the inhabi- 
tants of Sodom in their nH>rtal state, is it consist- 
ent for us to believe that he is not good to them in 
the eternal word, if he there continues their exist- 
ence ? Where is the evidence 4hat he, who alone 
can create, and preserve the existence of rational 
beings^ ever does this to the damage of his creatures? 

The plain truth is this ; in room of having such 
clear and positive evidence in support of this com- 
mon notion of the endless misery of the inhabitants 
of Sodom, as reason would require, there is not the 
most dirtant hint of any such thing, in the account 
recorded in Genesis. 

There is a passage in the epistle of Jude, which 
q^aks of Sodom and Gomorrah as follows ; '< Even^ 
as Sodom and Gomorrah^ and the cities about them 
in like, manner giving themselves over to fornica- 
tion^ and going after strange flesh, are set forth for 
an example,sufiering the vengeance of eternal fire.'' 
This passage is frequently cited to prove that the 
eternal state of the inhabitance of Sodom and Go- 
morrah is miserable. Let us examine the passage 
and see if it afford any such conclusion. The 
words, '< are set forth for as exampl.e suffering the 
vengeance of eternal fire/' are supposed to support 
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tbt opioioo in dispute. lo order to finm that ttmie 
words have oo such meaning, we will notice two 
passages where St. Paul usestbe words, /^ set forth.*' 
Bee Rofn. iil 25. 'i Whom God bath set forth to be 
a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare 
his righteousness for the remission of sins that are 
past, through the forbearance of God/' 1. Cor. iv. 
9. '' For I think that God hath set forth us the 
Apostles la^, as it were appointed to death : for 
we are made a spectacle unto the world, and to an- 
gels, and unto men/' In* both these passages, the 
words ^^set forth" evidently mean a most open 
and clear manifestation of that which was ^'set forth.'' 
But who will pretend that the eternal torments of 
the Sodomites, in the burning lake of the invisable 
world, are set forth for an example ? 

When God ^^set forth" his dear Son for a propi- 
tiation of our sins, thousands of witnessing eyes be- 
held him and saw his miracles of mercy ; thousands 
of ears beard the gracious words whK:h be spake, 
and tliousands felt the life giving, and health restor- 
ii^ power of the Saviour. His whole process from 
his birth to his aseension was attested by many wit- 
nesses, who could not have made any material mis- 
take respecting the subject of their testimony. But 
have we the testimony of a single individual, who 
has seen the Sodomites in torment since their 
destruction, or heard their groans? It is true, and 
it is spoken with regret^ that our terrific preachers 
speak on thi& subject, with as much seeming a»ur* 
ance, and in terms as positive as does the historian 
who relates an account of which he is an eye witness. 

The Apostles were " set forth ;" and being " set 
forth," were a spectacle unto the world, and to an- 
gels, and to men ; and Sodom and Gomorrah were 
set forth for an example ;" but who were the spec- 
tators? Who were the witnesses? Have angels 
and men seen them in the tornients of the invisable 
world ? No, there is no such thing; but we are 
informed, by the divim Historian, that " Abraham 
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gat up early in the morning io the place where he 
stood before the Lord. And he looked towards 
Sodom and Gomorrah, and toward all th6 land of 
tlie plain, and lo, the smoke of the country went up- 
as the smoke of a furnace/' There can be no rea* 
sonable doubt that the destruction of the inhabF 
tants of Sodom and the Cities of the plain was, ^'set 
forth'' before the eyes of all the inhabitants of the 
surrounding country ; and there can be no doubt 
but that it was considered by those who saw it, as 
a dispensation of divine Providence for the wicked*' 
ness of the people. And it was recorded in thei 
scriptures for an example, and a warning to the i&- 
habitants of the earth not to practice their sins. 

The fire which destroyed Sodom and the cities 
of the plain, is called eternal fire on account of the 
long time it continued in the country, and burned 
in those pits of slime of which we read in the ac- 
count of the battle between five kings on the part 
of Sodom and its confederates, and the four kings 
who went against them. 

But the fact is we are assured in the most plain 
terms that the punbhment of the sin of Sodom is 
not in a future state, but was executed on its iriha- 
Iptants in a most sudden and expeditious manner. 
See Lam. iv. 6. <' For the punishment of the iniquity 
of the daughter of my people is greater than the 
punisihraent of the sin of Sodom, that was orerthrowm 
as in a moment, and no hand stayed on her;'' Bt 
this testimony we learn the following facts, Which 
relate to the argument under consideration* 

1. The punishment of the sin of Sodom, was 
their temporal destruction. 

2. This overthrow, which was the punishment of 
their sins was executed in a very short time. 

3. There was no protracted punishment execut* 
ed on them after this sudden overthrow. This we 
learn from the concluding words of the passage 
qttoted ; ** No hand stayed on her." And 
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4. 1^ ptinisbnient of the sin of Sodom was less 
iban the punishment of the iniquity of the bouse of 
Israel. And it is furthernK>re worUiy of observa- 
tion, that if the punishment of the sin of Sodom be 
endless misery, it is a most pplpable absurdity to 
say, that the punishment of the iniquity of the bouse 
of Israel was greater. The punishment which the 
prophet describes, as being greater than the pun- 
ishment of the sin of Sodom, was altogether the ca- 
lamities of wars, famines, and other temporal judg- 
ments which came on the people for their iniquities. 
And by the prophet Ezekiel, in the place where 
our text is recorded, we ha?e the reason given why 
the punishment of Jerusalem aught, in justice^ to he 
greater than the punishment ef the sin of Sodom. 

It is here stated that Jerasalem was more cor- 
rupted in all her ways, than Sodom. 

Having fully proved, as far as any thing can be 
proved by the dirine testimony, that the common 
opinion concerning the punishment of the Sodom- 
ites is not only without foundation in scripture, but 
also in direct opposition to the plain testimony on 
the subject, we may now notice the words of our 
text, by way of the following inquiry. 

A s God says, by the prophet, in our text ; "Ther^ 
fore, I took them away as I saw good/' what good 
was there effected by their being taken away in 
such a manner ? The reason why they were taken 
away, was their sins. Now if they remained as- 
great sinners after they were destroyed, as they 
were before, then the occasion of their being taken 
away was not removed by their destruction. Here 
then ue see, what we always may notice in filse 
notions of the ways of God. They always repre- 
sent the divine Being as capable of acting wiUiout 
effect, or in a partial manner, or to a malevolent 
purpose. God destroyed the Sodomites because 
they were siriful ; yet after their destruction thev 
were no less sinful. Thus the object failed. Af- 
ter their destruction, as their sin remained^ the 
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Almighty condigtied them to burning flaniefi etern- 
ally, not to reform them of course, but to vent on 
them hifl eternal wrath. Thus error represents the 
divine Being, revengeful and cruel. 

A desire is Telt, that the hearer would lend an at- 
tention to these questions, viz. Why should our heav- 
enly Father manifest any disapprobation of sin ? 
Does he suffer any inconvenience from it ? Does 
the happiness of the sole Governor of the universe 
depend on the conduct of his creatures? Now as 
all will agree that the Almi£(hty cannot be injured 
by sb, so it is reasonable to conclude that he for- 
bids it because it is injurious to man ; and it is rea- 
sonable also to conclude that the Judgments, by 
which the divine disapprobation of sin is manifest- 
ed, are designed to lessen and not to increase human 
misery. But will any one undertake to prove that 
human misery is lessened by inflicting unspeakable 
toraients on mankind as long as God shall exist ? 

Let us, my friends, lay adde all the vain notions 
of tradition and superstition respecting our subject^ 
notions which suppose that our Father in heaven is 
acting the part of an implacable enemy to his own 
rational offspring, and let us listen to the language 
of our text; and let us realize it as the language of 
n kind and merciful father. ^' Therefore I took 
them away as I saw good.'' My friends, how does 
this language sound to you ? Does it carry any idea 
of unmerciful vengeance ? No, it does not. But it 
gives a clear idea that God acted in this instance, 
consistantly with his nature which is love^ and with 
bis character as a Father. He acted for the^ood 
of his creatures. 

According to promise, we may now proceed to 
notice some other instances of the destruction of the 
wicked, which instances are generally used in sup- 
port of the system of terror to which the destruction 
of the Sodomites' u so universally applied. 

The first we propose to examine is the destruc- 
tion of Pharaeh and big host in the red sea. 
,40 
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There has been and continues to be much dispute 
and opposition of opinion among divines, respectinf 
God's raising up Pharaoh and hardening bis heart 
for eternal destruction. Sonoe insist ^t the Air 
tnighty, by a soverei^^n act, created Pharacdi for ev- 
erlasting misery in the eternal world, ilnd that be 
hardened bis heart on purpose that be migbt cooh 
roit sin enough, to justify bis endJ^s condemnation. 
Others oppose such notions, and charge tbem with 
making God the author of sin. But tiiey contend 
that Pbaraoh hardened bis own heart, was the s^ 
author of his own sins and is justly sentenced to 
everlasting perdition together with all bis host for 
disobedience in refusing to let the children <^ Israel 
go peaceably out of Egypt. Thus there is one dar- 
ling point, in which, after they have opposed one 
another with all the arguments which they can poe- I 
sibly bring to bear on the subject in dispute, and 
after they have reciprocally censured each otb^* 
for holding dangerous errors»they meet, and become 
perfectly quiettin the belief, that Pbaraoh and his 
host are in the torments of hell, from which there is 
no deliverance. 

That which these opposing divines dispute about 
is not embraced in the present object, to which this 
research is directed, but the point in which they 
both meet, and concerning which they entertain no 
doubt, is the question now to be settled* 

But how are we to obtain our object ? The tra- 
dition of the church says, that Pharaoh and his host 
are in a state of endless torment This tradition 
is now called in i]|ue8tion. But how are we to bring 
this case to a fair decision ? The following meth- 
od is proposed. Let those divines, who bold and 
endeavour to maintain that Pharaoh and bis host are 
in a state of endless misery pursuant to an etenml 
decree of God, and .those who deny that tenet, but 
maintain that Pharaoh and his host are in thb state 
of torment in consequence of abusing their moral 
agency drop their dispute^ until they ^U ha¥« 
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praved that l^araoh and hk host are actually in 
suefa a state. And then let them all agree to be« 
lieve notbing^ on this subject more than the divine 
testimony proves. 

When this method is agreed to, the nhole ques- 
tion is settled ; for the feet is, there is no intimation 
in the scripture account that Pharaoh or any of his 
boirt Were sufi&rers after they werexlrowned in the 
red sea. 

It is a most humiliating tfaotight; that our learned 
doctors of the church sh^id so long maintain this 
phantom of their imagination, to the dishonor of 
0«d, and to the discomfort of every tender sensi- 
hiWty of the human heart 

•- Bnt the day of trial and retribution is come ; and 
tMs folly must be recompensed. It is true, they 
may turn away their faces, they may wish to avoid 
meeting these glaring absurdities ; but the spirit of 
investigation, which is now manifesting itself, will 
never sufi^r this matter to rest, until such barbarity 
of sentiment is totally rescinded. 

The hearer is cautioned against the supposition 
that the preacher takes the leMt satisfaction in giv- 
ing those, who maintain the errors which he is^en- 
deavonring to expose, the smallest sensation that 
may disturb their comfort, and against harbouring 
sue h a reprehensible disposition. But he may to 
assured, thai no respect di^ to feHow mortals, can 
justly prevent us from bringing their false notions 
to tbe light. 

The next subject, which we propose to notice is 
that of Korah, IHithan, and Abutim. \ We have an 
account in the 16th of Numbers of the destruction 
of these persons, their families, and of all that ap- 
pertained to them, by being swallowed up in the 
earth. This ja anotber instance of divine provi- 
dence, which, those who believe and preach the doc- 
trine of endless, unmerciful punishment advert to 
as a certain proof of its reality. But how can the 
account which we have of the destruction of those 
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pc&ople prove what it says flolfaiag •f dm ereo iuh- 
plies ? If one should say, that Korah, Dathaii» and 
Abiiiun with their families went iafimediately) after 
they were swallowed up in the earth, to sohm #ne 
of the planets, where they liave all lived ever 
since in a state of affluence^ who could prove to the 
contrary ? There is nothing in the account which 
we have of those people that intiomte what became 
of them after they were swallowed up in the^artb. 

If we could be sati^d with the account which 
we have of this matter, there is no difficulty in un- 
derstanding why these peof^ were swallowed up, 
and the benefit thereby intended to the eongregatioii. 

As these men rose up to oppose Moses immI Aa- 
ron, and to excite the people to rebellion, Moees 
told the congregation ; ^^ Hereby shall ye know that 
the Lord haUi sent me to do all tbe^e works. If these 
tB^n die the common death of all men, or if they be 
visited after the visitation of all meiv then the Lcnrd 
hath not sent me ; but if the Lord make a new thki^ 
and the earth open her mouth, and swallow tbMs ap» 
with all that a|>pertaiBeth uftto them, and they go 
down quickly into Om pit, then ye shall undentand 
that Uiose men have provoked the Lord/' Accord- 
. ii^ to these words the event took place, and (be re- 
bellion was ended. 

The question is now put to the candor of (his 
christian audience, what is there in this account thai 
authorbes the beliefthat Korah, Dathan^ and Abi- 
ram are now in a state of endless torment ? Moses 
did not iatimate to the oofi^regation that theee peo- 
ple would he tormented after death ; and m fact if 
he had told thean so, they could aot have been witr 
neswes of the truth of histestinooiiy ; nor could any 
other people since haveknown whether AAosesspoke 
the truth or not We have no account either saored 
or prophane, thai gives any inforodation <tf the silu- 
atioti of this company after the earth swallowed 
them up. If they have been in a fMm of torment 
ever since, thai tormenb tes been no tensor to tbe 
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iivingt becauBe tbe li?ing tm?e known nothing of it 
And it is-certaio, that those who advert to tt^ ca£e 
of Korah and bis company, as an instance proving^ 
tbe doctrine of a future state of misery, do thb 
tbiog on qo hi^ier authority than human tradition. 
Tbe destruction of the old world by tbe flood, is 
another event, on which^ our preachers of punish* 
ineot in a future state, depend for proof of their 
teriifu: doctrine* And such is the habit of tbiqking, 
with pious and religious people, on this subject, 
that whenever they think of the drowning of the 
inhabitants of the old world, their minds are carried 
directly to the idea of the awful state of sufiering 
which those people have been in ever since. They 
never presume to caU the matter in question. They 
never think of asking whether there be any proof 
of this horrible notion. They take it altogether 
on tradition, without taking the trouble ever to 
read the account to see what is said respectii^ it^ 
Yet it is worthy of notice, that these very people, 
thus led away with superstition, will woncter, and 
even laugh at tbe absurd superstitions of other ]peo- 
pie, in matters of no consequence in comparison 
with this which we have now galled in question* For 
instance, what a world of contention there has been 
between Roman catholics and Protestants, on the 
qwstioD respecting trangubstantiation and what is 
termed, tbe real presence. Protestants will even 
ridicufe the superstition of their opponents on this 
subject ; but after all, have they a thousandth part of 
tbe evidence to prove that the inhabitants of tbe old 
world are in a state of endless misery, as the catho- 
lics have to prove tbe real presenee ? No, surely 
tbey bafe not When Jesus took bread and brake 
it, he said ; << thifi is my body.'' Protestants say, 
that Jesus spake figuratively ; bu t the catholics deny 
this, and say, be meant as be said. Now what we 
ai^ is this, is there in all the account.wbich we have 
of the d^truction of the old world, any thing so 
much in favour of the misery of the people after 
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death, as the words of Cfarkt are in favour of the 
catholic seotiment ? The fact is, there is nothiog^ 
said on the subject. There is no intimation tliat 
the inhabitants who were drowned by the flood were 
nmde miserabJe at ail in a fnture state. Thus Pro- 
testants as well as the old pharisees ^ strain at a 
gnat, and swalfow a catoeL^ 

In the last place, we will notice the Case of Judas^ 
who betrayed Jesus. Because Jesus said ; ^ It had 
been good for that raan if he had not been bom," 
it is now contended that Judas is in a state of misery 
from which there is no deliverance. But did the 
divine teacher say any thing on the subject of the 
state of existence that Judas would be in after this 
life ? ?lo he surely did not. How then can his 
words prove what they say nothing of ? 

Let us ask the following question ; Is it possible 
to prove that Judas now has any existence, from 
the words of Jesu^, which we have quoted? *• It 
bad been good for that man if he bad not been boro.'* 
Bo those words prove that Judas is no# in exist- 
ence ? Surely no one will even pretend this. But 
it is beyond all scruple, that a sentence which does 
not prpve that a man exists at a given time, cannot 
prove that he is miserable or happy at the same 
, given time. 

But it is said, if Judas exists, and if be shouM be 
made happy in the eternal world, the words of Jean 
are not true, because the existence of Judas will be 
a blessing. This we pronounce loose and fallaciouB 
reasoning, such as is never used to prove any thing, 
except the doctrine of a future or endless misery. 
In all matters apf^rtaining to nsen's interest, in this 
)ife, better proof is required than what is here re- 
lied on to prove a state of endless torment. We 
even venture to say, that there could not be found 
a jury of twelve men who would award property to 
the amount often dollars to a man, who could not 
prove his claim to it by evidence more to his case. 
We may suppose that Jesus meant, that it would 
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have beeu good for Judas^ if bis lot had been ap- 
pointed with those who never saw the light ; or we 
may suppose^ that he meant, it would have been 
good for Judkis if he had not been born until after 
that period of time ; or we may suppose that Jesus 
meant, it would have been good for Judas if he had 
not at that time been born of the spirit of truth ; for 
Peter says of those that fall away ; << It had been ^ 
better for them not to have known the way of rigfa- 
teousncfss, than after they have known it, to turn 
from the holy commandments delivered unto them/' 
Either of these suppositions is within the possible 
meanii^ of the words of Jesus, but the suppotiUoa 
that Jesus meant, that it would have been good for 
Judas not to have had an existence is not within the 
possible meaning of his words ; for if he had not ex- 
isted he could have received no good in any way. 
Whoever will carefully read w^t Job says con- 
cerning his being bom, in his 3d chapter,' and like* 
wise what Jeremiah says of his own birth in hb 20th 
chapter will surely find as much proof of the mise- 
ry of these men in an other world, as they can find 
in the words of Jesus respecting the misery of Ju- 
das in the future state. 

According to the words of Jesus in the 19tii of 
Matthew, Judas had followed him iii the regenera- 
tion. And we learn by the account we have in the 
10th chapter, tbat Judas, as well as the rest of the 
twelve Apostles was endowed with power to heal 
the sick, to cleanse lepers, to raise the dead, and to 
cast out devils; he was also commissioned to preach 
the gospel. In the labours of this miraculous min- 
istry we liave no account that Judas was not as 
faithful and as successful, as the rest of the twelve. 
But he was a fallible man like the rest ; satan en- 
tered into him, and he committed one act tbat was 
base in the extreme ; he betrayed his master. Peter 
also denied him, and confirmed his denial with oaths. 
Judas was called a devil and Peter was called sataa. 
Our tradition has placed Judas in hell, in the eternal 
World, and Peter in hearen. 
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The exclamation that Judas made when he re* 
petrted and brought back the money, (O that a\U 
who profess to repent, would do likewise,) to the 
chief priests Is worthy of observation; ** I have sin- 
ned, in that I hare betrayed the innocent blood. — 
This shows the high estimation in whkh thb un- 
happy man held innocence. It seems that the pain 
of his heart was occasioned by his haying betrayed 
the innocent. 

Now if he had had no love nor regard f<»r famo- 
cence, but if entire opposition to all ^ood had pos- 
sessed his heart he surely would not baTe repented 
and brought back the money ; he would not have 
exclaitnedi ^< I have sinned in that I have betrayed 
the innocent klood.'' 

My friends^ the scriptures gives no account that 
this m^n was miserable in another state ; but the 
distress his soul was in, in consequence of having be- 
trayed the innocent Jesus, should be a scdemo wan>- 
ing to every one of us, that we never violate our duty 
to the innocent. 

To conclude; God took away the Sodomite?, 
Pharaoh and his host, Korah and bis company, the 
inhabitants of the old world*, Judas who betrayed 
his master, and many other, as he saw good. His 
designs are all the designs of goodness. And if the 
Holy Ghost had intended to inform us that all (hose 
people were miserable in the invisible world, we 
should have found it so recorded in the faithful tes- 
timony. But we have reason to be thankful, and to 
praise the name of him, who gave himself a ranoom 
for all, who is the propitiation for the sins of the 
whole world. We have great consolation in believ- 
ing, that << as in Adam all die, even so in Christ 
shall all be made alive. In opposition to the doc* 
trine of future, endless misery, we present the ud* 
changeable goodness c^ that God, who *' is good 
unto all and whose tender mercies are over all his 
work^. 



Digitized by 



Google 



No. 21. 

LECTUKE SERMON, 

DELHTfaiED AT THE 

SECOND UNIVERSALIST MEETING, IN BOSTON, 
MAY 9, 1819. 



BT HOSEA BALLOU, PASTOB. 

Published Semi-Monthly bj Henry Bowen, CoD^ss-street. 

ISAIAH xxYiii. last of 19. 
^^wtfmf tHiftatt fre a tftxoHon an^ to imdcrsUaid the repori.^^ 

The prophet in this chapter^ contemplates the 
house of Israel in a state of great seeming security, 
into which they had introduced themselves, by 
making a covenant with death, and an agreement 
with hell, and by preparing for themselves a refuge 
of lies. 

As is perfectly natural with those, who, by their 
own wisdom, frame for themselves partial systems, 
this people exulted in their confidence, and raised 
their expectations of seeing the destructions and 
calamities, from which they fancied themselves se- 
cure, fall like an overflowing scourge on those who 
had nedected to enter into their covenant, to avail 
themselves of their agreement, and to take shelter 
in tbeir refuge. 

According to their confidence and expettation 
they «aid ; " We have made a covenant with death, 
and with hell are we at agreement.; when the over^ 
flowing scourge shall pass through^ it shall not come 
unto us ; for we have made lies our refuge, and 
under falsehood have we hid ourselves.'* 

Thus an overflowing scourge was expected ; but 
it was to came on others, they were safe. They 
41 
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bad made due preparations for security, and had 
nothing to anticipate but their own safety and the 
destruction of others, who bad neglected to get an 
interest in their means of defence. 

But the wisdom of man is foolishness with God. 
When he thinks himself secure, and is looking out 
for the destruction of others, he is frequently sub- 
jected to the vexation of seeing his confidence fail, 
bis hope expire, and his expectations die. 

Such was the lot of that people wbom the 
prophet addressed in this chapter. For in reply 
to th jir boasting, the Lord says ; *< Behold I lay 
in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone ; a 
precious cornor stone, a sure foundation ; be that 
belie veth shall not make haste. Judgment also 
will I lay to the line, and righteousdess to the 
plummet y and the hail ^hall sweep away the refuge 
of lies, and the waters shall overflow the biding 
place. A nd your covenant with death shall be dis- 
annulled, and your agreement with hell shall Dot 
stand; when the overflowing scourge shall pass 
through, then ye shall be trodden down by it. 
From the time that it goelh forth it shall tale you : 
for morning by morning shall it pass over, by day 
and by night; and it shall be a vexation only to 
understand the report. For the bed is shorter 
than that a man can stretch himself on it; and the 
covering narrower than that he can wrap himself 
in it/' This was widely diflerent from their ex- 
pectations. All their calculations failed. Their 
covenant with death disannulled ; their agreement 
with hell disolved; and the waters overflowed 
the hiding places composed of lies. The bed pre- 
pared for repose is found to be too short ; and the 
covering designed for defence from the cold, is too 
narrow. Thus their labour is lost : and in room of 
security they find trouble, and in room of behold- 
ing the dist ruction of others, they are vexed with 
the report of their own. 
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That the spirit of prophecy spake in this chap- 
ter concerning Christ and the gospel day seems 
evident from the 16th verse which has been quoted. 

"Behold I lay in Zion for a foundation, a stone, 
a tried stone ; a precious corner stone, a sure foun- 
dation ; he that believetb shall not make haste/' 
Compare this with the following words of St. 
Peter; "Wherefore also it is contained in the 
scripture, behold ^ I lay in Sion a chief corner 
stone, elect, precious ; and be that belie?eth on 
bim shall not be confounded/' Also Acts 4. ] 1. 
" This is the stone which was set at naught by you 
builders, which is become the head of the comer." 
Likewise Psalm 118. 22, 23. "The stone which 
the builders refused is become the head stone of 
the corner. This is the Lord's doing ; it is mar- 
velous in our eyes;'* compared with Mat. 21.42. 
^* Jesus saith unto them, did ye never read in the 
scriptures, the stone which the builders rejected, 
the same is become the head of the corner ; (his is 
the Lord's doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes?" 
To this stone St. Paul alludes in the 9th of Romans 
where he speaks of the stumbling of the house of 
Israel, as follows ; " But Israel, which followed af- 
ter the law of righteousness, bath not attained to the 
law of righteousness. Wherefore ? Because they 
sought it not by faith, but as it were by the works 
of &Q law : for they stumbled at the stumbling 
stone ; as it is written. Behold, I lay in Sion a 
s i^umbling-stone, and a rock of offence : and who- 
soever believetb on him shall not be ashamed. 

By the light shed on our subject, by this compar- 
ison of scripture testimony, we are assisted tomake 
the following conclusions. 

I. Tlie doctrine and religion of the old Jewish 
church, were represented by the prophet, as a cov- 
enant with death, an agreement with hell, and a re- 
fuge of lies. 
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IL The MMtiah, his doctrite and religion, are 
repredented by a precious comer stoiief judgiaeDt 
laid to the line and rkhteouaoess to the ploairaet^aDd 
to hail and to waters tormhig an oTerflowingscoui^e, 
by which the covenant with death is disannulled^ 
the argument with hell destroyed, and the refuge 
of lies d^erflowm And 

III* The Texation which the^report of the doot- 
rioe^ religion, and thu^ of Jesus wotild cause his 
^aemiesyln tHae day of the manifestation of his pow^ 
er and grace* 

The doctrine mad religion of the old pbariaeei^ 
the mort religious seet aasong the Jews, being the 
natural fruits of their' carnal eril heart3> wena very 
justly represented by a covenant and anj^preeoient 
with death aad hell. St Paul says; '' To be car- 
nally minded is deaths'' And Jesus, leaking to 
ib^ Pharisees, said; <' O generation of vipers 1 bow 
can ye, being evil, speak good tilings t for out of 
the abundance oi the heart the mmith.^aketb. 
A' good man, out of (he good treasure of ms heart, 
briageth forth good things; and an evilnMEivoul 
of the evil treasure^ brii^geth forth ev9 thing8•'^ 

There never was but two sorts of region te the 
werld, the true and the folse. IVue relij^iim is the 
natural growth of a good heart i, and fiilse rdigion 
is the spontaneous production of an evil heart. — 
There never was but two doctrinesin-the viwld, 
the true and the fiilse. The true doctrine is «tbe 
offspring of the wisdom which is from above;. and 
the false is the vain imagination of the wisdom which 
is from beneath. << The wisdom that is frc^n- above 
is first pure, then peaoeaUe^ gentle, and easy to be 
intreated, full of mercy and good fruits^ without 
partiality and without hypocrisy;'' but the wisdom 
which is from beneath is directly the reverse ; it is 
impure,contentious,unkind, inexorable, unmerciful, 
full of evil fruhs, partial, and hypocritieal» 
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Tbb last waa the doctrine of the pharisees, it was 
that laaveci which ha4 in a great degree, leavened 
the whole Jewish nations it rendered the ptiarisees 
and the people in general so inimical to Qirist and 
bisjeospeL 

This doctrine which is represented by a covenant 
with death> and an agreement with hell» may always 
be known by its enmity. Put it into whatever 
dress you may^ call it by whatever name you please, 
represent it as the roost precious of all treasures^ 
all this does not alter its nature. Call it, if you will, 
tiie apostolic foith, the holy catholic, the evangelic, 
ibe Calvinistic, the Arminian^ or the orthodox, if 
there be partiality, if there be an uomercifui spkit, 
aad if tl||re be an implacable wrath in it, it is a 
covenant with death and an agreement with hell. 
This doctrine rngty be taught by a renowned Gama- 
liel, it Biay have and command the influence of 
Colleges apd eminent professors, it may be decora- 
ed wHh gowns and bands, but it remains the same. 

Lies and hypocrisy are its refuge. In his faith* 
fulness to^his adversarief^^r Saviour did not fail to 
point out their hypocrisy, and the methods by which 
they deceived the people. He said ; << Wo unto 
you^ scribes and phiurisees, hypoorites ! for ye de- 
vour widow's hpuses, and for a pretence make long 
prayer.^' All such prayers were falsehoods; they 
were mere pretences, designed to deceive the peo- 
ple. For this q^ecies of hypocrisy, Jesus told tbem^ 
thi^ they should receive the greater damnation. 

Again, the Saviour jaid ; " Wo unto you scribes 
and pharisee^ hypocrites ! for ye compass sea and 
kmd to make one proselyte ; and, when be is made, 
ye make him two fold more the child of hell than 
yourselves." This must have been clone by false- 
hood and deceit. 

" Wo unto you scribes and pbarisees, hypocrites! 
for ye make clean tbe outside of the cup and the 
platter, but within they are full of extortion and 
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excess." This again js all deceit " Wo unto you 
scribes and pharisees, hypocrites ! for ye are like 
unto whited sepulchres^ which indeed appear beau- 
tiful outward, but are within full of dead men's 
bones, and of all uncleanness." All this was de- 
signed to point out their hypocrisy, in appearing to 
be righteous when they were full of iniquity.^ 

" Wo unto you scribes and pharisees, hypocrites! 
because ye build the tombs of the prophets, and 
garnkh the sepulchres of the righteous, and say, if 
we had been in the days of our fathers, we would 
not have been partakers with them in the blood of 
the prophets/' All this again was hypocrisy, 
which proved them to be the children of those who 
killed the prophets. The Saviour further said to 
his enemies ; " Fill ye up then the measure of your 
fathers. Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers! 
how can ye escape the damnation of hell?" 

Speaking to his disciples concerning the scribes 
and pharisees, Jesus said ; " All their works do 
they to be seen of men : they make broad their 
philacteries, and enlarge the l>orders of their gar- 
ments, and love the uppermost rooms at feasts, and 
the chief seats in the synagogues, and greetings in 
the markets, and to be ca Had of men. Rabbi, Rabbi." 

When these hypocrites gave any thing to the 
poor, they would sound a trumpet before them in 
the Synagogues, and in the streets, that they might 
have glory of men. When they fasted they were 
careful to disfigure their faces and to appear with 
sad countenances, that they might appear unto men 
to fast. These solemn, but false indications form- 
ed the refuge of lies which suitably become the par- 
tial doctrine and illiberal religion whieh they pro- 
fessed and practiced, and which the prophet repre- 
sented by a covenant with death and an agreement 
with helL 

We have already said that there never was but 
one false religion, that there never was but one 
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false doctrine ; tbis false doctrine and spurious re- 
ligion have always in all ages, do now, and will as 
long as they exist in the world manifest themselves 
by we rightefms^ and they wicked. 

When the advocates of partial religion talk of 
the wicked, they always speak in the third person. 
" This man receiveth sinners and eateth with them.** 
He is gone to be guest with a man that is a sinner. 
This is the native language of false religion. It is 
never beard to say, he is come to me a sinner, he re- 
ceiveth me a sinner. It never says, **this is i^&ith^ 
ful saying and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom 
I am chief.*' 

li^en we say that there is but one false doctrine, 
we mean that all the doctrines invented by the wis- 
dom of this world are one in spirit ; they are par- 
tial, they are full of enmity, they have treasures of 
unmerciful wrath in them ; in one word, you will 
always find that a false docti^ne is unmerciful to 
sinners, but abundantly compassionate to the righ- 
teous. All the errors in the world are but one in 
this. 

Those, who look on themselves as righteous, and 
view others as sinners, calculate largely on their 
own safety, on the rich rewards which they are to 
receive; but are full of expectations and horror on 
account of the vengeance that is coming on the 
wicked. This is the case with the pharisejB in all 
countries, and has been in all ages. The old phari- 
sees of Jerusalem, those of the christian church of 
every denomination are one character, of one doc- 
trine, of one spirit, they all speak one language. 
They look out for an overflowing scourge to fall 
on the wicked, but they are secure. 

To such people the mild, merciful doctrine of 
Jesus is an oveiilowing scourge ; to such doctrine, 
that gospel which is as the rain, which distils as the 
dew IS as a storm of hail which beats the tender 
herb to the ground. 
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To hear the news, to understand the report that 
gracei mercy, and peace are flowing to sinners 
through a kind Redeemer is indeed a vexation. 

Let us, my hearers, notice some of the instances 
of vexation occasioned by tjie goodness and mercy 
of the Saviour, which are recorded in the New- 
Tei^tament. 

But first let us observe how exactly the pharisees 
were prepared to meet with disappointment and 
vexation. They expected a Messiah, and were 
looking out for him. They had no doubt but he 
would be one of their order, and would come to 
them as to the only righteous people on earth. 
They expected to receive his full approbation, and 
to hear all the anathemas which they had been in 
thehabitof pronouncing on sinners, who had neg- 
lected to conform to their religion, reiterated by 
their Messiah accompanied with executive wrath. 

Under these circumstances, and with such expec- 
tations, the chief priests, scribes, doctors of the law 
and pharisees, at Jerusalem, hear a report which is 
circulated about the city, of one Jesus, away in the 
extreme part of the country, in Galilee of the gen- 
tiles, who has undertaken to preach. In such a 
case it would be natural for them to inquire, who 
he was,* and what sort of a man, and how he came 
inducted into the ministry. They soon learn that 
he is the son of a carpenter, and that he was baptis- 
ed by that John, who, being possessed of the devil, 
had the audacity to call them, as holy as they w6re, 
a generation of vipers. This information gives 
them disgust. 

Another report comes which states what this 
new preacher has insinuated respecting the scribes 
and pharisees ; this report says, that the preacher 
has the impiety to tell his hearers ; " Except your 
righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the 
scribes and pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into 
the kingdom of heaven." This is looked upon as 
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most profane, yea abominable. Tbere comes 
aootbtr report, and the news flies about lik^ light- 
Ding, that this new preacher pretends to be the Meg- 
skfa promised, and that be works miracles ]n coDfir- 
inat Jon of bis divine mission ? This it yexation in- 
deed. 

My friends, can you conceive of any thing that 
could bare beien a^eater vexation to a religious 
people, to a people^ who really believed that ihey 
wwe heaven s feyoiirites ; a^d were conscious to 
tbeimelTes that tl^y bad served God in a most per- 
fect manner, than to be told by one, who could 
beal the sick with a word, cast out demons by a 
cottinaand) open the eyes of th^ blind, and call the 
dead to life, that publicans and haVlota should go 
into the kingdom of heaven befojce them ? If the 
roan who ma^e this declaration, bad been an ordi- 
imry character^ or if he had been a person of no note 
among the people, it might not have ocoasioned 
tbeiD any trouble ; they might have suffered it to 
p*i8 like the tiostaUe wind, which might the next 
hour blow the other way. But what n9Ugt l\9^vm been 
their astonfebaient, vexation, and confusion on hear* 
ing this report from the lips of Jesus, whose fame 
b^ .airetdy extended through all the cQuntry, 
whose wonderful miracles had already set the peo- 
|de aU In aiotion, after whom thousands and tfaou- 
aanda were flocking, <;arryiog their »ck» their lame, 
' their blind and dumb, and wborejoic^eid in the man- 
ifestaiioni of the divine power in healing all infir- 
roitSea among the people ? 

^ Publicans and harlots go into the kingdom of 
God before you." What a vexation ! The chief 
priests and elders of the people, who were in ex* 
pectation of the Messiah, and who had made every 
preparation for his reception, which they thought 
necessary were now informed that pubUcans and 
faarJk>ts were to go into the kingdom of God before 
tbem. 

42 
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Never were people more vexed than were the 
pbariaees in the affair of the man who was bom 
blind. In the first place thej would not believe 
that he was born blind ; but after they had called 
his parents^ and were certified that this was the case, 
they then asked him how he had received his sight 
He assured them that Jesus had opened his eyes. 
They finally concluded that even if he did open his 
eyes, yet he was a sinner because he bad done it on 
the sabbath day. But others said ; *^ how can a 
man that is a sinner do such miracle^ and there wm 
a division among them." 

Such was the vexation occasioned by this aston- 
ishing miracle, and by the testimony of him on 
whom it was performed, that they cast him out of 
the Synagogue. 

The raising of Lazarus, and the rq>ort of thk 
fact caused great vexation among tli^ pbarisees, 
who on this account, together with the chief priests^ 
gathered a council, and said, what do we? (or this 
man doeth many miracles. If we let him thus alone^ 
all men will believe on him/' And tbey took 
counsel to put him to death. Nor did they think 
that this would be sufficient to prevent t^ evil ; 
they thought it expedient also to put Lnarus to 
death, because many of the Jews believed on Jesus 
on account of going to see Lazarus, and being nnide 
acquainted with the fact of his havii^ been dead, 
but raised up by the power of Jesus. 

This divine teacher gave his enemies unspeekable 
vexation by charging them with hypocrisy to their 
faces, by calling them serpents, and a generation of 
vipers, and pronouncing on them woes and the dam- 
nation of hell. 

But nothing caused greater vexation to the self- 
righteous, than the language of Jesus to sinners. 
" Son, be of good cheer, thy sins be forgiven tbee ; 
daughter, be of good cheer, thy sins ne forgiven 
thee.'' For this they charged him with blasplmny. 
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I 

Thk forgireness of sins, placed the sinner on the 
same footing with the righteous^ which was a vexa- 
tion to those who had been at an incalculable ex- 
peE»e and trouble to become rigbteoust 

The parable of the labourers was designed to set 
forth the iaipartial goodness of God, and the Texa- 
tion that the self-righteous would feel on hearing the 
report. All the day long did the labourers who 
were first hired, make their calculations how much 
better they were to fare at evening, than those who 
were idle in the markets. And when they saw them 
come into the vineyard at the eleventh hour, they 
were persuaded that they would receive little, or 
nothi^ for what they did ; but when they saw them 
paid off, and knew that they received every man a 
peony, they were in hopes of receiving more, but 
what was tbeir vexation when they received their 
penny alao? 

Tbey murmured, they complained, they accused 
tbe good man of the bouse of unjust conduct; but 
he told them that he would give unto the last even 
as unto them. 

Tbe parable of the prodigal and tbe elder brother 
isanotber representation of the vexation which the 
doc^rifie of divine grace caused in the minds of the 
Pharisees. When tbe elder brother was coming 
from the field at evening, he heard music and danc- 
ing in the house and great merriment and rejoicing. 
He sent a servant to know the occasion^ who return- 
ed and informed him that bis brother had come 
home, and that his father had kilfed the fatted calf, 
because he bad received him safe and sound. 

O the vexation that this report occasioned ! He 
now looked back on tbe tedious labours which he ^ 
for a long time, *' lo many years^" had faithfully 
performed in the service of his father, without even 
m kid to make merry with bis friends. All this he 
compared with tbe ease, and pleasure in which bis 
prodigal brother had passed his timet and wasted 
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Ills father's property, and tlie eipensife entertain- 
ment and sumptuous feasting with which his father 
had welcomed him on his return. Such wti the 
vexation of this toil-worn labourer, on hearing this 
report, that «* he was angry and wouW not go in.** 
Mo, be ^ould not go into his own house, he would 
not refresh himself on his own prorfeions, he wo«fcl 
not return to his own rest His father came out 
and entreated him, but to no effect, of which we anre 
informed. 

My friends^ what was the matter which cliused 
this anger and vexation ? It was simply this, the 
father's compassion, his mercy and grace to the sin- 
ner, was like an overflowing scourge, Wa& like a 
storm of hail to the malevolent, unmerrffiil tenti^ 
ments of this self-righteous bigot, who felt as if he 
could have rejoiced to see his brother excluded 
from all mercy. 

It seems next to impossible, that any l^uM not 
understand this case, and see the dififcreticfc between 
the doctrine of the self-righteous, and thatdocftrioe 
of divine grace, which gave such oflfente to the eue* 
mies of Jesus. 

Such was their offence, such their vetation, that 
they finally procured the death of the Lordof Glorr. 
But by this means they were preparing for s^ill 
greater vexation. 

" God moves in a mysterious way, 
" His purpose to perform." 

After they had crucified the merciful Jusus, i^iej 

made careful exertions to prevent his disciples iu^- 

posing on the people a report. of his resurrection. 

^ A stone was set at the mouth of the sepuicher, and 

a guard of soldiers to watch. 

How hush, how still is the world! Everv thing 
is now secure. No multitudes now flocking in 
crowds to hear the preaching of Jesus, no poor blind 
oqe grouping after him who could give sight to the 



Digitized by 



Google 



333 

blind, none rushing aloi^ the streets with their sick, 
lame, and possessed of devils, to find him who con* 
troied ail maladies, no little children in the streets, 
crymg hosaafinab to the son of David, blessed is he 
that Cometh in the name of the Lord. Where ^e 
the disciples of the crucji^d Jesus ? They have 
fled, like timorous Iambs fi:o|n prowling wolves. 
None dare show themselves. The powers of dark- 
ness seem to triumph. 

The scene changes, all Jerusalem is in astonisb* 
ment^ The disciples are publicJy preaching the 
resurrection of .Tesus ; are endowed with the holy , 
ghost and the gift of tongues, so that men of all na- 
tions bear them speak in their own language^ the 
wonderful works of God. 

Tbe report of these things must have vexed the 
chief priests, the elders, tbe scribes and the pharisees 
beyond all description. They now saw all their 
ejQbrts fail, and their hop^ blasted. The Apostles 
accused them of having murdered Jesus, whom God 
had andointed; they performed most astonishing 
miracles io confirmation of their testimony. When 
Peter and John restored the lame man in the tern* 
pie before all the people,^and declared that this mi- 
racle was wrought through faith in the name of Je- 
sus, whom God had raised from the dead,.thefie ene- 
mies of the gospel were '' grieved that they taught 
tbe people, and preached through Jesus the resur- 
rection of tbe dead." 

Afier this manner the word of God proq:>ered, 
the gospel spread ; and though it was the rain of 
righteousness and tbe gentle ^w of peace divine to 
those who had professed«no religion, had formed no 
covenant with death, ndr agreement with hell, yet 
to tbe pharisees, to tbe scribes, to the chief priests, 
and to tbe elders it was an overflowing scourge^ it 
Was as a storm of hail that beats the tender herb to 
tbe earth. 
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The report of iim conversion of Saul, <rf bis re* 
nouncing tbeir superstitions, deserting the cause of 
persecuting the name of Jesus, and his preaching 
the gospel to the gentiles, was calculated to give 
them much perplexity and great vexation. 

Thus far, dear friencU, we have noticed things 
which took place in.ancient times ; let us now en- 
quire if any thing similar is known in our day ? Yes» 
we have those who profess the name of Jesus, say 
unto him. Lord, Lord, and yet are of the seati- 
roents and description of the old pharisees. They 
have made a covenant i\ith death and an agreement 
with helU Death and hell compose Iheir religion. 
Do they not hide themselves in a refuge of lies? 
Do they not for a pretence make long prayer ? 
but devour widow's houses ? Do they not appear 
like whited sepulchers outward, and yet withm are 
they not full of extortion ? Do they not lie with 
their countenances, by disfiguring their faces 1 Did 
you never see professors of religion wear a very 
different face at one time than at another? Yes, 
you reply, but you thought it was because they 
were a most Godly people. Then you have given 
them their reward, for this opinion of yours is «U 
that they disfigured their faces for. 

These modern pharisees are the most zealous peo- 
ple in religion, they look upon themselves as the 
favourites of heaven, but those who do not sub- 
scribe to their agieements and covenants, and take 
shelter in their refuge of deceit, they esteem as ob- 
jects of the divine wrath which is ready to burst 
upon them, and lingers to blast them in everla^tii^ 
woe. 

To these enemies of the meekt humble, kind and 
merciful doctrine and religion of Jesus, the report, 
which God is sending forth at this eventful period, 
of his impartial grace, and his tender mercies which 
are over alt his works, is a most grevious vexation. 

When the divine testimony is brought to them, 
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which certifies that God '< will have all men to be 
saved and to come unto the knowledg of the truth," 
that Jesus ''gave liimself a ransom for all to be testi- 
fied in due time/' that ''where sin abounded, grace 
did much more abound," that "as by the ofience of 
one, judgment came upon all men to condemnation; 
even so by the righteousness of one, the free gift 
came upon all men unto justification of life,'' that 
as ifi Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be 
made alive/' in power, in glory, in honor^ in incor- 
ruption and immortality, thb faithful report is a 
vexation. 

Stung with resentment, they exclaim, heresy, de- 
lusion, a dangerous doctrine, a doctrine pleasing 
to the carnal mind, and which tends to all manner 
of vice. They complain that this doctrine holds 
out no reward for righteousness, if God has mercy 
on the sinner, then there is no encouragement to 
serve him ; if sinners are not to be punished eter- 
nally, it is no matter what they do. So murmured 
the labourers who bore the burthen and the heat of 
the day, at the good man who humbled tlieir pride 
by making the last equal with them. 

Their eye was evil because goodness had extend- 
ed beyond the narrow limits of their creed. They 
had lotted on the gratification which they expect- 
ed in seeing tJbose, who spent so much of their time 
in idleness, destitute and penny less. Similar calcu- 
lations are now made, and pretended saints are 
exulting in the expectation of the joys which they 
are to inherit in heaven in seeing sinners in endless 
perdition. 

So complained the elder brother, because his 
father kindly received the prodigal and killed for 
his entertainment the fatted calf. Such was his 
resentment that he would not go into the liouse. 
Similar resentment is now manifested, and the 
proud boasting pharisee is heard to say, " if sinners 
are going to heaven I wish not to bear them com- 
pany." 
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O that these deceived souls could be introduced 
tO} and form an acquaintance with so great stran- 
gers as they are tp themselves. 

Then should we bear from Ibem a different 
lan^age. Then would they say if there be mercy 
for sinners, then is there a ray of hope for U6« If 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, 
then are we the objects of his unmerited favour. 

My christian friends, you are most humbly»and 
affectionately entreated not to construe the faiHi- 
fulness of this discourse, to signiliy that the speak* 
er harbours one unfriendly feeling towards any 
denomination or name in the world. The soul 
object is to set truth before you, to show the difier- 
ence between true and false religion, to endear 
the character, the doctrine, and spirit of Jesus to 
your hearts ; and to give you occasion to trust and 
to rejoice in his grace. 

^' Let Pharisees of high esteem, 
Their &ith and zeal declare; 
All their religion is a dream, 
If love be waiting there." 

God is loTe, and love worketb no ill. Through 
all worlds and to all beings, God is love. With 
him there is no variableness nor shadow of turn- 
ing. What he has been, and what be is now, is 
what he will forever remain. 

Let us, my dear friends, imitate our Father in 
heaven, let us love our neighbours as ourselves^ 
let us love our enemies and pray for them. 
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^ Bui Qod r&mmendith his love tnoard ii#, in that^ uhUe we were y€t 
liniMri, Chriit died for ta.^^ 

The general subject, on which the Apostle la- 
bouredy which led him to the statement made in 
our texty was to show that the justification* of man 
unto spiritual life, depended on a covenant of pro- 
luise, and not on a law of works. In the preceding 
chapter our author is remarkably explicit, wher6 he 
says, '< Mow to him that worketh is the reward not 
reckoned of grace, but of debt. But to him that 
worketh not, but belieTetb on him that justifieth the 
ungodly, his faith is counted for right^usnes.^' 
And speaking of the faith of Abraham, eveniiefere' 
circumcision, he says, '' For the promise that he 
should be the heir of the world, was not to Abraham 
or to his seed, through the law, but through the 
righteousness of faith. For if they which are of 
the law be heirs, faith is made void, and the pro* 
mise made of none effect. Therefore it is of faiths 
that it might be by grace ; to the end the promise 
might be sure to all the seed : not to that only which 
is of the law, but to that also which is of the faith of 
Abraham, who is the father of us all.'' The faith of 
43 
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which the Apostle here speaks, is. tiie same which 
be calls 'Ube covenant of promise" in Ephe&ians 2. 
12. It is an egregious mistake to suppose that 
Abraham's beiieying in the promise of God, is the 
" righteousness of faith," by which he was consti^ 
tuted the heir of the world; for Abraham could 
not believe the promise that he should be the heir 
of the world until such promise was communicated 
to him, and this promise could not have been com- 
municated to him at an earlier date i than the estab- 
lishment of its own truth in the purpose of him who 
made the promise. 

This covenant of promise is the faith, of which 
the Apostle again speaks in the beginning of this 
chapter as follows ; " Therefore, being justified by 
FAiTH> we have peace with God, through our Lord 
Jesus Christ" That this fafth, by which we are 
justified, is not our act of believing, will appear 
evident by the connection in which the Apostle here 
places it That we may understand, this sufa|ect 
clearly, we must disregard the division of these two 
chapters, and read the last verse of the fourth chap- 
ter and the first of the fifth tc^ether. Speaking 
of Jesus, the Apostle says^ '^ Who was delivered 
for our offences, and was raised again for our 
justification* Therefore being justified by faith, 
we have peace with God, through our Lord 
Jesus Christ" Here it is evident that the inspired 
Apostle makes the resurrection of Christ, and the 
faith by which we are justified the same ; by which 
it is evident, that by faith he no more meant the 
act of believing, than he meant ^at the resurrection 
of Jesus, for our justification, was the act of be- 
lieving. 

This FAITH, which is the covenant of promise, the 
Apostle distinguishes most clearly from the act of 
believing in chapter 3d, as follows ; <^ For what i€ 
some did not believe ? shall their unbelief make the 
faith of God without effect ? God forbid : yea, let 
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Gad be true, but every m^n a Imr^' Na one will 
suppose that the faith of Gad is his act of believing, 
for tlie act of believing is a consequence resulting 
from the power of evidence in the mind, which 
power can never act in the mind of him who is om- 
Discient. But this faith of God is his covenant of 
promise, made known to Abraham four hundred 
and thirty years before the giving of the law by 
Moses; concerning which covenant our author 
speaks to the Gallattans as follows ; '^ And this I 
say, that the covenant that was confirmed before of 
God in Christ, the law, which was four hundred and 
thirty years after, cannot disannul, that it should 
make the promise of none efiect." This covenant 
of promise this author again calls faith in the 1 1th 
of Hebrews. ^< Now faith is the substance of things 
hoped for and the evidence of things not seen.'' 
The substance of what we hope for is not our act of 
believing^ but the thing in which we believe. 

ll was thought needful to be thus particular on 
this subject, for two reasons. 

I. To expose the common error which supposes, 
that our act of believing is required as u condition 
of our justification before God. This error has so 
confused the minds of professors of Christianity, 
that they know not how to explain their own 
thoughts. They believe that God requires our act 
<^ believing as a conditionof our justification; and 
it is constantly held up and urged that our ever- 
lasting destruction will be the just recompense of 
our unbelief. But if we ask what there is for us to 
believe, there is no answer. For if the thing to be 
believed were stated, the next question would be, 
shall the unbelief of man make the faith of God 
without effect ? And, 

II. Because it was in the fulfilling of this cove- 
•nant of promise, that God commended his love to 

sinners by the death and resurrection of Jesus. 
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The particular mode by wbicb the Apostle pre- 
sented the testimony contained in our text was by 
drawing a comparison between the compassion or 
goodness of man, and the compassion or goodness of 
God. The following are his words; " For when 
we were yet without strength, in due time Christ 
died for the ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous 
man will one die ; yet peradyenture for a gocKl man 
some would even ctere to die. But God commend- 
eth his love toward us, in that, white we were yet sin- 
ners,Christ died for us.'' Here the comparison is clear 
and striking to the mind ; and evidently shows that 
the design c^ the Apostle was to show that the love 
of God to sinners is vastly stronger than the love of 
man toward man. 

The first particular which we shall consider as 
proved by the testimony of our text is, thatneitlier 
sin nor any thing else w^s ever the cause of enmity 
in God toward man. 

Though this proposition is of immense coilte- 
quence, it seems to have been overlooked by- our 
divines, who have constantly represented tfie divine 
Being to be full of wrath and tremendous indigna- 
tion against sinners. And yet the passage under 
consideration is a direct and plain testimony against 
all that has ever been said on this subject 

The hearer is requested to notice, with attention, 
the two propositions which are in direct opposition 
to each other, and which are the foundations of true 
and false doctrine. One proposition asserts that 
God loves sinners, and that nothing ever can cause 
him to do otherwise ; and the other contends that 
God hates the sinner, and will eternally exercise un- 
merciful wrath on the transgressor. If one of these 
be true, the other must be false ; they cannot both 
be true, nor can they both be false. But which is 
true ? ' 

As there is like to be some dispute on this subject^ 
and as the hearer will wish to have it so conducted. 
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as to make a clear distinction, both between the 
parties, and their respective arguments, we will 
give to the parties distinguishing names. The par* 
ty, who contends that God loves the sinner, we will 
call Light, and the one who contends for the con- 
trary proposition we will call Darkness. 

Do you ask why these names are chosen ? Be- 
cause light seems to be expressive of love^ and dark^ 
ness of hatred. And the beloved John says, ^ He 
that loveth his brother abideth in the light — But he 
ttiat hateth his brother is in darkness.'' 

Let us hear what darkness argues in support of 
bis favourite proposition, Tiz. that God hates the 
sinner. 

He says, as God is a Being of infinite holiness 
and purity he cannot love unholiness and impurity, 
but must consistently with bis own essential attri- 
butes, hate sin in an exact proportion to his love of 
righteousness ; and as the sinner is not righteous, 
but sinful ; is not holy, but unholy ; is not pure, 
but impure, God must of necessity bate the sinner. 

Light replies; Though I grant your premises^ 
yet I cannot concede to your conclusion. So far 
from allowing your conclusion to be a just deduction 
from your premises, 1 shall contend that it is in di- 
rect opposition to them, and if it could be maintain- 
ed as a truth, it must be by disproving the argument 
from which you deduce it. 

The amount of your argument is, that God is op- 
posed to sin^ This I grant Now tell me Dark- 
ness, what is sin ? 

Sin is the transgreiKtion of the law. What does 
the law require ? Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God, with all thy heart, and with all thy strength, 
and thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 

Rightly answered. Now, Darkness, do you not 
see that hatred is the trangression of, and the only 
sin that can be committed against this law ? If it 
be sin for man to hate God, is it holiness for God 
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to hate man ! In room of hating sin, you eontepd 
that God hates the sinner, that is, he bates the man 
who hates hioi. Thus you deny your own premi- 
ses. For there is no more holiness in God's bating 
man, than there is in man's bating God ; there is no 
more righteousness in any supposed enmity in God 
toward roan, tlnan there b in man's enmity toward 
God. 

Darkness says, that tbb argument is blaspbemy> 
that it accuses God with unholiness and sin. 

Light denies the charge, and says; It is you. 
Darkness, that accuses God with this unholy spirit 
of hatred. To illustrate the subject light uses tbe 
following methaphor. 

The parent of a family of children gi^ea to fait 
offspring a law which requires them all to love him 
sincerely and to love each other ; but these chttd- 
ren fall out by the way, get wrong notions respect- 
ing their parent's character and law, and are filled 
with hatred toward him, toward liis law, and toward 
one another* In consequence of this the parent, ki 
room of loving his children aB he did when be-ftrst 
gave them this law, now hates them and is full of 
enmity towards his disobedient offi(pring. What a 
sad scene is here! The children are enemies to 
their parent, and what is worse, the parent is an ene- 
my to his children ! 

Let candor judge in this case, let enlightened rea- 
son decide the question, which is worst, for the cbild 
to hate the parent, or for the parent to hate the 
child ? Though the light shineth in darkness, yet 
the darkness comprebendeth it not 

If the death of Christ for sinners was a commen- 
dation of the love of God toward us, it certainly 
proves, beyoiKl all contradiction, that sin, nor any 
thing else had caused any hatred or enmity hi God 
toward man. 

The second thing which we shall cinisider as prov- 
ed by the declaration of our text is, that the com- 
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mon opinion and doctrine of the diurcb> whicb ba« 
represented the death of Christ as necessary ki or- 
der to reconcile God to mankind is erroneous. 

This error has been exposed and disptroved io 
some of oHr former lectures^ but as it is an error of 
such yast magnitude, involving such palpable a1> 
purdities, reprtsenting God as a changeable Being ; 
and B8 it is so generaUy believed among various de- 
noioinations, it seems proper to notice it in our dis- 
course from the words under consideration, by 
wbicb the error is so fully exploded. 

The error under consideration supposes, that 
mankind in consequence of sin, was under the divine 
wrath of God, whicb required the endless misery of 
the transgressor : and that Jesus Christ suffered the 
wrath of God in room and stead of the sinner, by 
which God became reconciled* and satisfied. The 
itatement is made thus plain, that the hearer may 
have a distinct view of the subject, and be able to 
judge efier hearing what may be offered on it. 

That this testimony is by no means too high col- 
oured may be seen by the following quotations from 
our hymns. But before we attend to tbe quota- 
tions, let it be observed, that we hold these hymns, 
hi general, in high estimation, and tbe authors of 
them as bright and shining lights in the christian 
constellation ; but after all we are disposed to do 
ourselves justice by gathering the good into vessels, 
and by casting the bad away. 

*' Once we were fallen, O how lowl 

Just en the brink of endless woe.^' 

^^ Sinners to save from endless woes. 

The wrath divine he sinks beneath.'^ 

^' Think, hew his side was pierced for yaiu 

T' appease the wrath divine.*' 

" He on Calvary's summit di'd : 

God, your Father^s satisfied." 

^' Sinners to save from endless woe, 

The Father's frown he sinks beneath.'^ 

" Tis finish'd-^ Heaven is reconcilM" 
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'' The wrath of an offended God, 
In sweet oblivion laid.'^ 

^' And sinners freed from endless pains, 
, Own him their Saviour and their head.>' 

Here are endless woes, endless pains, Divine wrath, 
the Father^s wrath, the wrath of an offended God, 
an unreconciled heaven, all which stood threatening 
mankind, but were poured forth on the devoted 
bead of Jesus, by which we are saved from the wrath 
of God. 

My brethren, such language as this certainly re- 
presents our Father in heaven^ to be a changeable 
Being, and a B^ing capable of exercising the great- 
est possible enmity. It supposes that our merciful 
Father wHs so full of wrath, that he was just on (^ 
point of sending mankind to a state of endless woe^ 
when Jesus stept beti^een us and harm, snatcheft 
the thunderbolt from the uplifted h^nd of stem jus- 
tice, and receive^ its burning vengeance in his own 
innocent bosom, at which God was satisfied. 

This b the theme our chrbtian doctors have in- 
culcated and our Christian poets have sung, but it is 
the blackness of darkness which has objured the 
beauty of the Divine countenance for ages, and 
caused the mind to wan(}er in the labyrinth of error. 

This error is found in that creed, which lay on 
our cradles in our infancy, and our dettr moUiers 
taught us to repeat with infant lips, and to say, *<AI1 
mankind by the fall, lost communion with God, are 
under his wrath and curse ; and so made liable to 
all the miseries of this life, to death itself, and to 
the pains of hell forever.'* 

In opposition to this erroneous representation, 
let us place our text together with a few concurrent 
passages. 

^' But God commendeth hislove toward us, in that, 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. God 
so loved the world, that ha gave his only begotton 
Son, that whosoever belictveth on him should not 
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perish, but have everlasting life. Herein is love, 
not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and 
sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 
But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love 
wherewith he loved us, even when we were dead in 
sins, hath quickened us together with Christ." 

These passages, which are but a specimen of the 
gospel, fully prove the following facts. 

I. That God loved the sinful world of mankind 
wilh a great love. 

II. That in consequence of this love he sent his 
Son into the world to be the propitiation for our 
sins. And, 

III. That in consequence of the love which God 
had toward those who were dead in sins, he quick- 
ened them together with Christ. • Now just as plain 
as these obvious facts are proved by the testimony 
already recited, so evident it is that the death of 
Christ was never necessary to reconcile our heaven- 
ly Father to us ; but jvas a manifestation of his un- 
changeable love toward us. 

The third particular which you are invited to 
contemplate relative to. our text is, that its subject 
belongs to that covenant of promise which was the 
Apostle's theme which led Mm to speak these words. 
That we may have a clear view of this, let us first 
examine the character of the promise made (o Abra- 
ham, by which he was (instituted the heir of the 
world and the Father of us all ; and then bring our 
text to compare with th^ promise, that their union 
may be visible. The promise to Abraham reads 
thus, ^< Id thee shall all families of the earth be bles- 
sed/' St Paul's comment on this promise in his 
epistle to the Gallatians is as follows, " And the 
scriptures, foreseeing that God would justify the 
heathen through faith, preached before the gospel 
unto Abraham, saying, in thee shall all nations be 
bfcssed." By this passage we learn, that the bles- 
sing which God promised to all the nations of the 
44 
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earfb was justification tbrougb faith ; which iSitb 
we have proved to be the covenant of promise, or 
the faith of God which cannot be made void by the 
unbelief of man. Relative to this justificatioQ our 
Apostle says to the Romans ; " For all have sinned 
and come short of the glory of God ; being justified 
freely by his grace, through the redemption that is 
in Christ Jesus." And again, iii the chapter where 
our text is recorded, he says ; " Therefore, as by 
the offence of one, judgment came upon all men 
unto condemnation, even so by the righteousness of 
one, the free gift came upon all men unto justifica- 
tion of life." 

In the light of the divine promise to Abraham, 
which the passages here quoted present, we Can see 
most clearly, that the gospel of eternal life was pro- 
mised to all mankind, as the bountiful, unbought, 
unasked favour of our heavenly Father. And this 
favour, when stated in promise to Abraham, was, 
as it now remains, the necessary production oi the 
divine, unchangeable love of God to mankind, 
which never was, nor can be made less by the sin 
of the world. Having this view of the goodness of 
God, we see the divine harmony of our text with the 
covenant of promise. ** God commendeth his love 
toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ 
died for us." The same covenant love which 
was manifested to Abraham four hundred and thir- 
ty years before the giving of the law, by Moses, is 
now commended toward mankind, while yet in sin, 
by the death of him in whom ail the families of the 
earth are blessed with justiflcatioti.- In relation to 
this divine subject Jesus said to the Jews ; " Your 
father Abraham rejoiced to see my day ; and be 
saw it, and was glad." 

The fourth particular subject belonging to our 
text, to which your attention is solicited, is embrac- 
ed in the following qu^estion: Why did Christ <Se 
for us ? We have already proved that there was 
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no necessity of his dying in order to procure the fa- 
vour of God toward sinners, for if that bad been the 
ca9e>his death could not have been a commendation 
of the divine love. And indeed,if there were any need 
of more proof on this subject, than has been pre* 
seated, we should find all deficiencies supplied, by 
the prayer of Jesus when dyinsj on the cross. 

Let us, my friends, with profound solemnity, lis- 
ten to these words, which contain more true divinity, 
more pure unadulterated gospel^ than all the creeds 
which have been written since the world began. 
** Father forgive them, for they know not what they 
do.*' Why did he not say ; " Father, forgive them, 
for 1 have now suffered thy wrath which burned 
against tliem; I have drank the cup of thy fury 
which was prepared for them; I have borne that 
they may never bear thy righteous ire ?'' If all this 
had been true, why should he pray as he did, and 
request that God would forgive them? If the Fath- 
er bad exacted a full penalty for their sins, of his 
son, how could he after this be called on to forgive 
them ? But the reason, the plea which the dying 
Saviour stated in his prayer, was, " For they know 
not what they do." 

Our question remains. Why did Christ die for 
us ? How are we benefited by his death ? Be pa- 
tient, we still reply in the negative. Christ did not 
die for us, that we might avoid condemnation if we 
commit sin, nor did h^ suffer for us, that we might 
not be punished for faults if we commit them. Tnis 
we know by our experience and by his word. We 
know by experience, if we sin we feel condemned, 
and this we must feel until the condemnation is re- 
moved by repentance. And we know by the words 
of Jesus, that, in place of his suffering in our room 
and stead, as our erroneous doctrines have taught 
us, he will render unto every man according to bis 
works. 
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Wby then did he die for us ? The answer is in 
our text He died to commend the love of God 
toward us sinners. He died for us, that he might 
take away our sins. *< Behold the lamb of God» 
which taketh away the sin of the world." He died, 
the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to 
God. He suffered for us> to set us an example^ 
that we should follow his steps. He died for us, 
that he might bring life and immortality to light 
through his resurrection. He died, rose and reviv- 
ed, that he might be Lord, both of the dead and the 
living. He died and rose again, that the scriptures 
of the prophets might be fulfilled, and the ministry 
of reconciliation be established. He suffered and 
died to show us how sin and all moral evil are to be 
overcome, by rendering good for evil, love for bat- 
red, kindness for unkindness, and mercy for wrath. 

Four important particulars may be distinctly no- 
ticed which rendered the death and resurrection of 
Christ of vast utility^ to mankind. ^ 

I. To commend and make known the unchange- 
able love and mercy of God to a sinful world, there- 
by to bring sinners to repentance and to be recon- 
ciled to God. 

H. To fulfil all that the prophets had written 
concerning him, that the authenticiiy of divine reve- 
lation and the doctrine of the gospel might be suc- 
cessjiiilly communicated to the gentile nations. 

II I^ That the patient sufferings which he endur- 
'^ for the benefit of his enemies and the whole 
world, might ever remain as an example for his dis- 
ciples to imitate, in all faithfulness, patience, and 
resignation to the will of God. And, 

ly. That he might bring life and immortality to 
light by his glorious resurrection; and manifest 
the truth of a future happy existence for mankind. 

If the mind will be serious and candid, it will at 
once acknowledge that these four particulars, when 
viewed in their harmony and proper connection, 
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when considered in relation to the inmmierable 
blessings which they have already produced, and 
promise to produce in future, are altogether wor- 
thy of the wisdom, power, and goodness of our 
heavenly Father. 

But to pretend that it was necessary for Christ 
to suffer and die to appease the wrath of our mer- 
ciful Father in heaven, is the most unaccountable 
perversion of divine truth, of which the vain imagi- 
nation of benighted humanity was ever capable. 

The fifth particular subject to which our text 
seems to invite our most careful notice is, that the 
love and mercy of God toward sinners, commended 
to us by the death of Christ, is consistent with the 
unchangeable principle of moral righteousness. 

It might be thought, that in order to establish this 
hypothesis, nothing more could be required as 
evidence than the text under consideration. For 
if we ar6 certified that the divine Being does in fact 
lov^sinners, that is sufficient evidence that it is 
morally right that he should do so ; but our pre- 
sent object is to do more than barely to prove the 
fadt, the object is to illustrate it to the understand- 
ing. To do this we will first admit our opposer's 
objection to be stated The objection is this ; 

According to the strict rule of moral righteous- 
ness, every moral being must be treated according 
to his works; but if God does in reality love 
sinners, if he grants them the infinite blessings of 
his grace, it seems that he does not deal with them 
according to their deserts. Reply, 

It is granted that moral righteousness requires 
that every transgression and disobedience should 
receive a just recompense of reward, but then it 
must be granted, that as the right to inflict punish- 
ment is derived from the commission of crime, so 
it is limited by the offence committed, and it is an 
acknowledged fact that to extend punishment be- 
yond the demerit of a crime, is, at least, as wide 
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a departure from moral right as to come short But 
the right to do good and to show kindness is not 
derived, nor is it limited. 

In finite beings the power and means to do good 
and to show favour are limited, but the right is not 
limited. And in everj instance in which our power 
and means are too limited to grant all the savour 
that is needed, we have the liberty still to extend 
our benevolent wishes without limitation. 

If one of our fellow creatures commits a crime 
which is punishable by law, it is true, we^have no 
right to prevent this punishment, but we have an 
unlimited right to love this criminal, and beyond 
all the punishment of his crime, to wish him welt, 
and if in our power, to do him all the good that he 
may need. iVow, in punishing him according to 
bis offence moral righteousness is perfectly execut- 
ed, but it now has all the right and all the inclina- 
tion to love and do the subject good, as it bad 
before any crime was committed. • 

St. Paul, speaking of God Says ; *^ Who hath 
saved us and called us, wilh an holy callipg, not 
according to our works, but according to his own 
purpose and grace, which was given unto us in 
Christ Jesus before the world began." Before the 
world began, who can dispute that God bad a moral 
right to purpose a dispensation of grace toman- 
kind ? Or who will contend, that his right to love 
and to do good to the creatures which he should 
create, could be in the least limited by what they 
might do after they should be brought into being ? 

A parent has an unlimited right to love an infant 
child, he has a right to bestow on it an immense 
fortune^ even before the child has any knowledge 
of its parents. Nor does this, in the least interfere 
with either his right or duty lo subject this sanie 
child to a reasonable and righteous disciplinet in 
which the child may be rewarded for well doing, 
and chastised for its disobedience. 
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Thus in the eternal mind of our Creator, a boun- 
less store of divine riches was treasured up for his 
rational offspring, before man was brought into be- 
ing ; and among ten thousand other favours; God 
appointed a rod of correction, and a dispensation 
of chastisement for the improvement and moral 
benefit of mankind, while passing through a state 
bf imperfection,, subject to vanity. 

The sixth and last particular, which we now 
propose to make of our text, is to contemplate its 
sentunent as a pattern for our imitation, and as a 
principle worthy to be practised. 

This is the use which the Apostle John has made 
of the same sentiment, expressed in a passage 
which has already been noticed in this discourse. 
" Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that 
be loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation 
for our sins." From this rich and glorious senti^ 
-ment tha Apostle draws the following conclusion. 
*^ lUdoved, it God so loved us, we ought also to love 
' one another.^' Certainly there cannot be a more 
reasonable inference drawn from any proposition 
ever laid down than the one which the Apostle here 
draws from the love of God to mankind. If we 
had good reason to believe that our Father in 
heaven really hated his enemies or those who do 
not love him, if we were consistent with such a be- 
lief, we should hate all those whom we viewed of 
this description. And this has been the case in the 
christian church as well as through the world. 
Men have bated and persecuted one another on 
this mistaken notion ; and verily thought they did 
God service by so doing. But if we are convinc- 
ed that God loved us, while we were yet^ enemies 
to him by wicked works, and iflvfe believe that he 
loves every sinner of the human family, and that he 
has manifested this love by the death of his holy 
child Jesus, it is all as clear as the sun in a cloud- 
less day, that we ought to love our enemies, and to 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



i5t 

do them all the gdod that is in our power. And 
io do olhferwi^e, my christian friends, is to deny 
oni' rdigion imd our doctrine, and that in a more 
effecfual mani^er than Peter denied his Lord. 

To il^bhch^de. Our subject presents before our 
rejoicing dy^s, a boundless scene^of divine ^race ; 
it invites its lb' the sweetest field of contemplation^ 
where goodness, Untimited goodness, mercy, unlim- 
ited and impartial mercy eternally flow as broad 
ritrers and streams ; as waters, risen waters for men 
to sWim in, which no man can pass. ' 

. Let us close with the appropriate words of the 
poet : 

^XVhen all thy mercied, O my God, 
My rising soal surveys ; 
Trftnsported with the vielv^ I'lb ]fiBt ; 
In wonder, love &Qd praise.^' 



Digitized by 



Google 



No. 23. 

LECTURE SERMON, 

DELIVERED AT THE 

SECOND UNI VERS ALIST MEETING, IN BOSTON, 
JUNE 6, 1819. 

BY HOSEA BALLOU, PASTOR. 

Published Semi-Monthly . by Henry Bowen, Con^ess-street. * 



1 THESSALONIANS, i?. 13. 

^' But I ivould not have you to be ignorant y brethren j concerning them 
which arc asleep^ that ye sorrow not^ even as others which have no hope.^"* 

Is a world of sorrow, in a state of being'incident 
to the infinite variety of adversity with which man 
is eXrcised, as nothing can be more needed, so 
nothing is esteemed more precious than that which 
is calculated to mitigate our sorro ws,seothe our grief, 
and sweeten adversity. To do these, and to strow 
the thorny path of mortal life with the rose of con- 
solation, and to open in the parched ground of hope- 
less sorrow a living spring of ceaseless joy, the gos- 
pel of eternal life has been §ent from God to man. 

As the parental sensibilities are moved with pity 
at the sorrows of their offspring in affliction, and as 
such an occasion is visited with special tokens of 
compassion, so hath it pleased the Father of our 
spirits to break through the dark clouds of mortal- 
ity and death with the rain-bow of his covenant 
and to send his annointed to bind up the broken- 
hearted and to comfort all that mourn. 

In possession of the knowledge of the unseen, 

eternal things, belonging to the spiritual inheritance 

of the rational offspring of God, and exercised with 

that generous affection and those kind sympathies 

' 45 
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whieb ever seek the benefit of others, it was impos- 
sible for the Apostle to stand an indifferent specta^ 
tor of hopeless sorrow, when in possession of that di- 
vine knowledge by which a celestial cordial of con- 
solation might be seasonably administered. 

But in order to administer consolation to those 
who are exercised with adversity or sorrow, it is 
necessary that the cause should be understood and 
likewise the extent of grief. Unless the physician 
understands the cause of complaint, and the extent 
of disease, it would be mere chance if he did not 
give force to the former, and enhance the latter by 
hi^ prescriptions. The case of the woman in the 
gospel is an instance of what we are now observing. 
Twelve years was she troubled with her disorder, 
"and had suffered many things of many physicians, 
and had spent all that she had, and was nothing the 
better, but rather grew worse." But when she 
came to Jesus she was made whole without suffer- 
ing any thing of him, and without expense, p 

The cause of that kind of sorrow which the Apos- 
tle was desirous to prevent appears to be ignorance.. 
Observe the text ; " But I would not have you to 
be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are 
asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which 
have no hope.'' 

The particular subjects suggested by these words, 
and to which our future labours in the present dis-' 
course may be directed are the following. 

I. Ignorance concerning those which are asleep, 
is the only cause of hopeless sorrow for them. 

II. The knowledge of the truth concerning those 
which are asleep administers hope and comfort to 
those who mourn for their friends. 

III. This knowledge fs communicated in the gos- 
pel, through Jesus Christ. 

There are two powers by which ignorance oper- 
ates in the human mind, in a way to prevent happi- 
ness and to augment sorrow, even to despair. The 
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first prevents our knowing the things which belong 
to our peace, and the second opens a door for an in- 
finite variety of imaginations all calculatled to ad- 
mimster affliction and to cause our sofrows to in- 
crease. 

The mind that is destitute of knowledge and at 
the same time devoted to fearful imagination, is 
like one disturbed by a frightful dream. 

Safely slumbering in the peaceful chamber of 
repose, and no danger nigh, one might dream of 
descending U declivity directly leading to a fatal 
precipice, view destruction as inevitable, and feel 
the pang of despair ; and the whole difficulty end 
with the sudden interruption of the dream. In fact, 
though there were every possible reason for sweet 
content, supporting confidence, and joyful hope, 
ignorance of all these things would not only pre- 
vent th«se blesssings,but expose the mind to a thou- 
sand imaginary anticipations which belong to the 
familjr of despair. 

A few examples from the scriptures may serve 
further to illustrate this subject. 

There were three particular events relative to 
the pafriarcb Jacob, his ignorance of which was the 
cause of the greatest anxiety, most fearful appre- 
hensions, and hopeless sorrow. When he was in- 
formed that hi3 brother Esau, whom he had sup- 
planted, was coming to meet him with four hundred 
men, he feared the wrath of his injured brother, 
and bis soul was greatly troubled for his wives and 
for his children. There was no way of escape by 
flight, his means to oppose his brother were nothing, 
he feared all was lost, and that the anger of bis 
brother would blot out bis name forever from under 
heaven. Now imagination presented before his al- 
most distracted eyes the most shocking catastrophe 
to which mothers and their innocent children could 
possibly be exposed. His fearful heart meltec 
within him, and he placed his devoted family in th 
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oider in whicb^ if they must be destroyed, his choice 
woiild dictate, and in that arrangement which might 
possibly afford him an opportunity of saving such 
as were the most dear to his troubled heart. But 
how suddenly were his fears all dispelled when 
Esau ran to him, embraced him with fraternal af- 
fection and tenderness, and kindly received and 
compassionately treated every branch of his family. 

What an expense of feelings, the most tormentisg 
would have been saved in this case, if the love and 
forgiveness, which most bountifully flowed in the 
hea^t of Esau toward his brother, had been known 
to him, whose ignorance of the truth had deprived 
him of peace^ and had let a thousand frightful ap- 
prehensions into bis mind, which bad no foundation 
in fact. 

It might be about ten years after tbis,that the sons of 
Jacob brought to their father the coat of m^ny col- 
ours, which his beloved Joseph wore from home, 
when he vteut to seek after the welfare of his breth- 
ren. This coat they now presented to their father, 
torn in pieces and covered with blood. " He knew 
it, and said, it is my son's coat ; an evil beast hath 
devoured him ; Joseph, is without doubt, rent in 
pieces. And Jacob rent his clothes, and put sack- 
cloth upon his loins, and mourned for his son many 
days." Yea he refused all comfort and said; ** I 
will go down into the grave unto my son mourning.** 

Who can describe the sorrow which preyed on 
the heart of the atHicted father? Methinks I see 
him seated alone beneath some favourite, salutary 
shade, giving vent to his grief and indulgence to bis 
tears. He seems to ask ; was it the lion*s paw that 
struck the ' tender lad to the ground, or was it the 
hungery jaw of the merciless tiger that dislocated 
his youthful limbs^ or was it the voracious leopard 
that deprived me of the desire of my eyes ? O cruel 
ignorance ! what distracting imaginations ! Could 
Jacob but have known that his Joseph was safe in 
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the bands of the Angel of God who protected him, 
hope would have brightened his countenance, sooth- 
ed bis affliction, and administered peace and joy to 
his heart. 

In the days of the famine, when the sons of Israel 
were to go down to Egypt the second time, and 
when they demanded Benjamin to go with them, 
how trying was all this to the heart of the father of 
the twelve tribes. How full of grief are his words^ ^ 
" Joseph is not, and Simeon is not, and ye will take 
Benjamin away. All these things are against me." 
Such were the hopeless sorrows of one who was ig- 
norant concerning the subjects of his sorrow. At 
the very moment when this dark and gloomy as- 
pect lay before his eyes, Joseph was lord of all 
Egypt, the owner of the vast graineries in that land 
of plenty, and Simeon was safe in the hands of his 
compassionate brother; and both were waiting with 
fervent desire to see Benjamin. Had the venera- 
ble Patriarch known at this time the truth, his heart 
would have leaped for joy, as it afterwards did 
when his children returned an^ told him that Jos- 
eph was alive. 

In the several cases which we have noticed, it is 
evident that the ignorance of Jacob was that which 
not only prevented the joyful expectations of hope, 
but introduced the most tormenting imaginations. 

Now the sentiment of our text supposes that i\m 
is the case with those, who being ignorant concern- 
ing them that are asleep^ sorrow for them without 
hope. 

There are two opinions concerning those wha 
are fallen asleep in death, and but two, which are 
calculated to' exercise the mourner with hopeless 
sorrow. 

The least pernicious, is the opinion that there is 
no future existence for mankind. When a person 
of this opinion loses by death any n^ar and beloved 
connexion there are two grounds of sorrow, The 
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first is ihe logs, the eternal loss of such a desirable 
connexion, and the other b the everlasting e:(tinc- 
tion of this intellectual moral being. And it is im- 
possible that either of these reflections should be 
accompanied with the least ray of hope. Is it a 
father or a niiother, a wife or a child, a brother or a 
sister, of which tlie mourner is bereaved ? And 
was this connexion most dearly and tenderly belov- 
^ •d ? What a gloomy thought, to believe that death 
^ has blotted out of existence one so tenderly and af- 
fectionately beloved, must present an impenetrable 
cloud of darkness to the mind, that forbids its mak- 
ing the least advance, repels, and drives it back on 
its perishable self, and yawns to receive the hope- 
less mourner to the abyss of nonentity. 

Enough, you say, dwell not a moment on such 
horror. But what shall we say ? the other opinion, 
which denies the consolation of hope to the mourner 
is, thiatour future existence is worse, far worse than 
no existence at all. Such are the dismal horrors of 
everlasting misery in the coming, eternal statet 
which the traditions of the church have handed 
down from generation to generation, as have ren- 
dered the thoughts of eternity, thoughts of horror. 

Is it replied^ that our traditions admit that some 
few of the human family will be happy hereafter, 
and therefore when our friends die, we may enter- 
tain a hope that they belong to this little favourite 
nUQiber ? 

We reply ; an absurdity is no just ground of 
hope. • If but a few ef the human family are ap- 
pointed unto salvation, it is absurd for all to hope 
that they belong to that little number. It is a cir- 
cumstance that afibrds matter of much contempla- 
tion ; and one from which human weakness and hu- 
man selfishness may be learned, that go where you 
will, among whatever denomination of people, even 
among those who hold the most illiberal sentiments, 
and believe that not more than one out of a thou- 
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^nd will be happy hereafter, yet if they' lose any 
of their friends by death, they hope they are gone 
to rest. There are in this metropolis, no doubt, a 
Tery respectable number of pious people, who be- 
lieFe without a doubt, that when the Saviour said ; 
•' many are called, but few are chosen," he meant 
that but a few of the 'whole family of mankind are 
elected unto everlasting life in the eternal world ; 
and yet when these people are visited with bereav- 
ing providences, and any of their connexions are 
taken away by death, they hope it is well with them 
hereafter. You cannot find one, in any possible 
case who will say to the contrary. Fathers, mothers, 
wives, children, brothers, sisters, near friends, inti- 
mate acquaintances, none of them will admit the 
doctrine of everlasting misery, in which they be- 
lieve, to apply to each other, nor to themselves. 
And yet, according to their creed, they have not 
the least ground for the hopes which they entertain. 

If you ask these people what reason they have 
for the least comfort, they will say ; we do not 
know whom God has reprobated, and therefore we 
do not know that our friends or ourselves are ap- 
pointed unto wrath. Thus their ignorance con- 
cerning them that are asleep, in most of instances, 
according to their creed, is the sole reason why they 
are not distracted with gloomy and black despair. 

Were this creed of limited salvation, and the doc- 
trine of the endless misery of a great part of man- 
kind the truth of the divine economy, and could the 
vail of ignorance concerning them that are gone 
from this mortal state be removed, what language 
could possibly describe the horrors and the lamen- 
tations which would be the unhappy consequence 
of such a manifestation? 

We have heard the heart-rending moans and 
melting sighs of those, whose dear connexions were 
toiling under the burden and lash of slavery. Their 
interjections would seemingly move the stones to 
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pity. What to these people is the sumptuous fare 
of the board of plenty ? or what lo them is the bed 
of down ? or what to them are the thousands they 
possess? All would they give could the father, 
child or brother, as the case mi^ht be, return to 
freedom and home. But Compared with the dire 
scenes of eternal misery under consideration, all 
this is no more than the weight of a pebble to that 
of the ponderous globe. 

Do you believe this doctrine? O tell it not to 
the mourner. If you do not,, and cannot believe it 
for yourselves; if you can believe it only for others, 
why tell it to them ? Can they bear to believe it 
for themselves and for their friends, any more than 
you can endure to believe it for yourselves and for 
those whom you love ? 

It is worthy of notice, that as the creed under 
consideration requires people in general to be igno- 
rant concerning them that are asleep, in order for 
them to have any hope in the days of their mourn- 
ing, it is exactly the reverse of the sentiment of our 
text, which supposes that to be ignorant concerning 
them who are asleep, exposes us to sorrow without 
hope ; and on the contrary that the true knowledge 
concerning the condition of such would be a source 
of divine consolation. 

Let us direct our attention in the next place to 
ascertain that knowledge concerningthose who have 
fallen asleep in death, which the faithful word of 
divine inspiration affords. 

But before we proceed to notice any parctiular 
passages, it is of importance that we begin this in- 
quiry under the influence of proper motives ; and it 
is likewise necessary that in the pursuit of our « >bject, 
we should reason with due reference to (he criterion 
furnished by our text The motives which ought 
to induce us to this investigation should be free from 
the influence of any particular creed, from embai- 
rassments arising from prepossessions for, or against 
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any party opinions, and should be entirely devoted 
to the attainment of the truth, the promotion of the 
honour of God, and the advancement of our own 
Rational and intellectual happiness. And if we pur^ 
sue this inquiry with due reference to the criterion 
furnished by our text, we shall admit nothing as 
true which is calculated to destroy our hope con* 
corning those who are asleep. 

The words of Solomon recorded in Ecclesiastes 
seem to be direct to our present subject. '^ So I 
turned, and considered all the oppressions that are 
done under the sun ; and, behold, the tears of such 
as were oppressed, and they had no comforter; and 
on the side of their oppressors there was power; 
but they had no comforter. Wherefore I praised 
the dead which are already dead, more than the 
living which are yet to die.'' 

The three following ideas are evidently suggest- 
ed by the passage recited : 

I. In relation to all the oppressions done under 
the sun, and in relation to all the oppressed, and all 
the oppressors, they were both equally destitute of 
comfort. 

II. The condition of those who are dead is bet- 
ter than the condition of those who are yet alive. 
And, 

III. There is no just occasion for our mourning 
because our friends are dead. 

It may be proper to observe here, that we do not 
mean that weliave no just cause of mourning when 
our friends are taken from us, in one certain sense. 
We have reason to sorrow for the loss of their 
sweet and agreeable company on our pilgrimage of 
mortal life, but on their account, we have no just 
causey to mourn that they are dead. It is with regret^ 
that we dismiss our children from the happy do- 
oiestic circle, where parental love and filial affec- 
tions have been the blessing of both parents and 
children^ when we have no reason to doubt that 
46 
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abmx departure is necessary for tlieir future bappi- 
Bass ifi life, and the tear of sensibility marks tbe 
^eu wbicb saDctions tbe separation. Tbe bouse 
they leave seems lonesome to those wbo are left 
behind, and yet as long^iis it is believed by parents 
that it is best for their children to be away^ (hey 
will not incjulge a disposition to wish them back, 

The Apostle in our text, does not forbid, nor 
dissuade his brethren from sorrow for the loss of 
their friends* But bis reasoning was to prevent 
their sorrowing without hope^ And it is certain 
that if we have the same opinion concerning the 
dead, that Solomon expressed in tbe passage just 
recited^ though we nriay feel to nooui*n that we are 
destitute of the society of those we tenderly love, 
y^t tber^ is a consolation in believing Uiat they ara 
better off than the living* 

This author, speaking in another passage of the 
disolution of the body, says ; " Or even tbe silver 
cord be loosed, or the golden bowl be braken, or 
the pitcher be broken at the fountain, or the wheel 
broken at tbe cistern: then j^all tbe dust return to 
the earth as it was ; and the spirit shall return unto 
God who gave if 

What can give more rational consolation to 
those who mourn, than to realise that the spirits ct 
their departed connexions are with God ? or what 
thought can possibly contribute more to tranquillize 
our minds, and prepaire us to meet our. own dbso- 
lution, than a confident belief that we shall be with 
God ? To be in the hands of a God of infinite wis- 
dom, power, and goodness ; to be dbposed of ai>- 
cording to his wilt, which is boundless goodnen 
and mercy, is all that a reasonable creature can 
possibly desire ; and of this we amy be safely per* 
snaded. 

When the Sadduceesqim^tioned our Savioiur con- 
ceming the resurrection of the dead, he said to 
them ; <^ But they which shail be accounted worthy 
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to obta4ti ibat world^ and the resurrection from the 
de»d, neither marry nor are given in marriage ; 
neither can they dit any mare ; for they are equal 
► unto the angels; and are the children of God, be- 
ing the children of the resurrection. Now, that the 
dead are raised, even Moses shewed at the bush, 
wlien he calted the Lord the God of Abraham, and 
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. For he' 
is not a God of the dead, but of the liring ; for all 
live unto him.** 

By the authority of Jesus we are here certified, 
that all that die live unto God in the resurrection, 
and are the childrefn of God, equal to angels, and 
can die no more. 

When wt consider that he who thus testified was 
sent of God to ** bear witness Moto the truth,*' that 
the ^spirit of the Lord God" ^as upon him, that 
the Lord anointed him to bind up the broken 
hearted, and to comfort all that mourn, shall we 
hesitate to believe his testimony ? There certain- 
ly is no subject concerning which the divine teach- 
er h^s left us his testimony, which is of greater 
moment than this. The doctrine of the resurrec- 
tion, which was the subject of debate between him 
and the Sadducees, lies at the foundation of the reli*- 
gion of Jesus, and we have every reason to believe 
ttiat be was explicit when he refuted and silenced 
bis adversaries on a question of such importance. 
We may further remark, that there is not the least 
intimation that the divine teacher spake figuratively 
or paraboHcally in this reply to the Sadducees ; but 
every circumstance relative to the subject which we 
h^trm on record, goes to show that his words are to 
be understood in the most plain and obvious sense. 

We mav now notice some passages from the 
wtitiQgs of the author of our text concerning them 
that are asleep, which correspond perfectly with 
the words of the divine teacher. 
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T(v the Romans he says ; <^ For he that is dead is 
freed from sin/' This information concerning 
those that are asleep seems extremely necessary in 
order to administer consolation to mourners. If 
we may make further use of the simile of our child- 
ren's going from us, we may observe, that could 
we always know that they would fall into no vi- 
cious or irreligiojus habits, it would be a source of 
much comfort. Of this we are certified concerning 
those who have gone from this earthly corruptible 
state; they are freed from sin. The temptations 
of the flesh will no more allure, inordinate appetites 
no more entice, unholy desires are extinct, and the 
spirit is with God who gave it. 

To the Corinthians this author says ; " For we 
know that, if our earthly house of this tabernacle 
were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house 
not made with hands, eternal in we heavens." In 
ttds mortal state, if our dwellings are superb and 
every way convenient, we know that we shall en- 
joy them but a little time ; b«t concerning them 
that are asleep, they have an Jbouse eternal in the 
heavens. Our earthly house of this tabernacle, let 
it be ever so beautiful, must soon crumble to dust, 
and all the loveliness of mortal flesh is but a flower 
for the tomb. Look we on our sons and daugh- 
ters, and pride ourselves in their strength and beau- 
ty ? All is but a blossom exposed to the blast of 
the east wind. ^^AU flesh is grass, and all the 
goodliness thereof is as the flower of the field.'' 
But heavenly and eternal things are permanent 

On the subject of a future state, and of the im- 
mortality of that constitution, St. Paul has said 
more in the Idlh chapter of his first epistle to the 
Corinthians than is recorded by any other writer 
in the scriptures. His first argument on the sub- 
ject establishes the resurrection of Christ, his second 
shows that, as in Adam ^11 die, even so in Christ 
shall all be made alive, and his third is directed to 
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Ibe consideration of the immortality and glory of « 
our future state. On these subjects the following 
is selected ; *^ But now is Christ risen from the 
dead, and become the first fruits of them that slept. 
For since by man came death, by man came also 
the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all 
die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. It is 
sown in corruption, it is raised in incorruption ; it 
13 sown in dishonour, it is raised in glory ; it is 
sown in weakness, it is raised in power ; it is sown 
a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. The 
first man is of the earth, earthhy ; the second man 
is the Lord from heaven. And as we have borne 
the image of the earthy^ we shall also bear the im- 
age of the heavenly. For this corruptible must 
put on incorruption, and i\if mortal must put on 
immortality. Then shall be brought to pass the 
saying that is written, death is swallowed up in 
victory." 

My cbrislian friends, if we may safely believe 
what we have quoted from Solomon, from the tes- 
timony of our divine Redeemer, and from his emi- 
nent servant St. Paul, concerning them that are 
asleep, we have every consolation that we could 
reasonably require. If we believe that the spirit 
goes to God who gave it, that the dead are better 
ofi^than the living, that all live unto God in the re- 
surrection, and are equal to angels/ that they die 
no more, that they are freed from sin, are raised in 
power, in glory, and in immortsi^ty, in the image 
of the heavenly man, what more could we ask con- 
cerning our dear connexions whicli^ibave gone be- 
fore us, or what more can we require in order to 
tranquilize our minds in the hour of de^b ? 

On the other hand, let us ask how we eould en- 
joy any reasonable consolation concerning them 
which are asleep, if what we have proved ^frotn 
scripture be not believed ? 
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It is true that many are earnestly contending 
that the doctrine which we hare so clearly pointed 
out from the faithful word of truth, is a doctrine 
dangerous to the eternal welfare of immortal souls^ 
and calculated to lead those who belie?e it into 
every kind of sin. But how cJin this be the ease ? 
Is it supposable that a revelation from God would 
in plain terms declare that which is dai^erous to 
our eternal welfare, and calculated to lead us into 
, sin ? This is a reflection against God. Will any one 
come forward and acknowledge that a t>elief in ail 
this grace and goodness of God would lead them 
into sin 7 For instance, take this passage ; ** He 
that is dead is freed from sin." Suppose a person 
believes this divine truth, would this belief induce 
him to sin now? Sf. JPauI, no doubt believed it; 
did it lead him into sin? Suppose the following 
case. One of y<»u, my hearers, have unbappilj 
imbibed a strong antipathy, even to hatred, against 
your neighbour; a friend of yours comes to you 
and tells you he has some thing of importance to 
communicate to you. You accommodate him with 
a convenient opportunity, and he says, I have eoure 
to tell *you that in one week from now, you and 
«your neighbour, whom y<iu now so much dislike, 
will be on terras of perfect amity and peace, he has 
always been your friend and will certainly con- 
vince you, that in room of ever having injnred you, 
he has been the means of aH your jHrosperities. 
Suppose you believe this statenaent, would your 
belief lead vou to hate your neighbour niore than 
ever ? No, it would have a directly contrary effect; 
you would love him the moment you believed it, 
and would long for the time to come that you oiigbt 
embrace him. 

When Samuel told Saul that he should meet a 
company of prophets, and that the spirit of the 
Lord would come upon him, that he should be 
turned to another man, and prophecy with the 
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prophets, this did not lead the young man into sin. 
Did the whole of this assembly really belieye, that 
in a short time they should be in a state of immor- 
tal holiness and felicity, filled with the loTe of their 
heavenly Father, and employed in songs of ever- 
lasting praise to God and the lamb, such a belief, 
my friends^ would now work by lore and purify 
our hearts* 

But the wisdom of this world has contrived a dif- 
ferent way . to make men love God, which is by 
threatening them with his everlasting displeasure. 
It has invented the most horrible reports and re- 
presentations that imagination can possibly reach, 
concerning (hem that are asleep, by which sorrow 
is augmented to despair. Sermons full of the ter- 
ror of eternal misery, and the representations of 
the dismal state of the dead are delivered to enhance 
the sorrows of the bereaved. Little tracts are sent 
to people gratis, to inform them that the probabil- 
ity is, that their friends, who have left this world 
are in a state of torment. It is impossible, on con- 
sidering such inventions and practices, not to think 
of the torn, the bloody coat presented to Jacob, 
accompanied with these words; "This have we 
found ; know now whether it be thy son's coat or 
no." How many bereaved, afflicted mothers have 
read their tracts, and almost despairingly exchiim* 
ed, " it is my son's coat," without doubt my de- 
parted child is miserable. 

Never did our blessed Saviour manifest such a 
spirit, never did he inculcate such doctrine. He 
who wept by the tomb of Lazarus, in sympathy 
with*^ mourning sisters, who declared himself the 
resurrection and the life^ liath brought lifb and im- 
mortality to light through the gospel. His doc- 
trine is full of consolation, it is full of that hope 
which is an anchor of the soul, sure and stedfast, 
entering into that within the vail, where our fore- 
runner hath for us entered. 
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My friends, while looking rovnd on perishable 
nature, while contemplating the loss of our dear 
connexions who have gone from this mortal state> 
let us ^lay hold on this hope which is set before us," 
that we may not sorrow concerning them which are 
asleep, even as those who'have no hope. But let 
us, with confidence in God our Father, and in Christ 
our Saviour, sing, with solemn joy in the words of 
Dr. Watts ; 

*^ Why do we mourn departing friends ? 
Or shake at death's alarms ? 
'Tis but the voice that Jesus sends 
To call them to his arms.'' 
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JOHN T. 28, 29. 

^* Marrtl not al thu : for the hour is comings in the which all that are in 
the graves shall hear his voice^ And shall come forth : they that have 
done good^ unto the resurrection of life ; and they that have done evit^ 
WfUo the resurrection of damnation.^^ 

Though I have 6nce spoken on these words in 
(bis place, and likewise been induced to exphin 
them in a controversy that was published, it is stiFl 
requested by some of the reader^ of these lectures 
that this* passage should be noticed before the vol- 
ume is completed. And as the common use of this 
text is in opposition to the doctrine set forth in these 
sermons, and especially to the use we made of the 
scriptures in our last, it is thought necessary t^at a 
discourse on this subject should be placisd next in 
order. 

This passage is one of a number which the pop- 
ular doctrine of the church has applied to a future 
state of condemnation and misery. It has been used 
to set forth and maintain that those who do good in 
this world will be raised from the dead hereafter 
and be justified unto life in an immortal constitu- 
tion, for the good ^rks which they did in this 
world ; and that tbfli who do evil in this mortal 
state will be raised, at the same time, into an im- 
47 
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mortal constitution, and condemned to evei lasting 
misery for the evil tbey did in this mortal consti- 
tution. 

In the first place we shall suggest some argu- 
ments against the doctrine, for the support of which 
this text has been used. 

In this doctrine there is a manifest want of that 
due connexion between cause and effect, which is 
so wonderfully displayed in the natural order of 
things. While we are here in the body, if we feed 
on wholesome and nourishing food the natural ef- 
fects are strength and health of body ; but if we, 
from whatever cause, feed on that which is un- 
wholesome or poisonous,' the consequences are the 
reverse of the former, and sickness and weakness 
are sure to foHow. But it would be evidently ab- 
surd to attempt to argue, on physical principles, 
that these effects, either health or sickness, strength 
or weakness will be experienced in a state of im- 
mortality, after this corruptible shall have put on 
incorruptioUf and this mortal shall have put on im- 
mortality. Now it is plain from the scriptures, 
that all sin, all wickedness, and all evil doings are 
the works of the flesh ; and there appears no more 
reason for supposing that the effects of these works 
are to extend into the immortal state, than for sup- 
posing that the effects of wholesome, or unwhole- 
some food are to extend to that state. 

If one sow grain in a field in New-England, it 
follows of natural consequence that the harvest 
will be gathered from the same field ; but there 
appears no natural connexion, as between cause 
and effect, between sawing grain in this country 
and gathering a harvest from it in Europe. St. 
Paul says ; " He that soweth to his flesh, shall of 
the flesh reap corruption.'* This seems perfectly 
natural, because " whatsoever a man soweth, that 
shall he also reap.'' But to^|l^ue that corruption 
may be gathered from an incorruptible state is to 
argue against the very nature of things. 



Digitized by 



Google 



370 

The apostle to the Romans is explicit on this 
subject, where he says ; " There is, therefore, now 
no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, 
who walk not after the flesh, but after the spirit.'* 

By this it is evident that condemnation caniiot 
exist any longer than men walk after the flesh. 
But none pretend that any of the human family 
will walk after the flesh in that incorruptible state 
of which the apostle speaks, where he says ; " This 
Gorniptible shall put on incorruption, and this mor- 
tal shall put on immortality.'* 

We can easily discern the natural connexion be- 
tween all the vices which arc practised by men 
and the infelicities which these vices introduce into 
society, and the unhappiness they occasion to those 
who practice them ; but it is totally impossible to 
trace the connexion between these vices and a st^ite 
of permanent misery in an immortal state. 

Secondly, as this opinion of a state of immortal 
happiness for the good works of men in this life, 
and a state of endless misery for their evil works 
whUe here is supposed to fall under the notice of 
those scriptures which teach us that God will 
render to every man according 'to his works, it seems 
proper that we look to see if we can find such a 
proportion between the virtues which are practis- 
ed in this;lrfe and a state of immortal felicity, and 
bettreen the vices committed her:e:and A irtate of 
endMB torment as will justify this doctrine. The 
mondtoi this inquiry is proposed the absurdity of 
the AOfclrine appears; for there is a much, nearer 
propoHion between the labour of one hour and 
the wealth of the whole world as its reward, than 
can be seen between all the good works which a 
nan could perform during a long life, and a re- 
cgpipense of an immortal state of complete happi- 
ims. Nor is there so great a proportion between 
flU the sins which or^ could possibly commit in this 
life and the recompeiM^ of a state of endless misery. 
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as between the smbll^st offence ever committed on 
earth and a retaliation of the most severe and pro- 
tracted tortures which could be inflicted in this 
mortal state. These statements are self evident 
facts, which we know to be true as well as we know 
that a day is not as long as a year^or tliat one grain 
is not equal to a ton weight. 

According to the scriptures, we are autborised to 
believe^ that the blessings of the gospel in this life 
are far too great to be considered as being accord- 
ing to our works. St Paul says ; *^ Who hath saved 
us, and called us with an holy calling, not according 
to otir works, but according to his own purpose 
and grace which was given us in Chrbt Jesus be- 
fore the world began." Again the same author 
says ; " Not by works of righteousness which we 
have done, but according to his mercy he saved us." 
Now if the salvation obtained in this life by the 
grace of God is too great to be considered accord- 
ing to our works, there surely isi not the shadow of 
propriety in supposing that a state of permanent 
felicity in the eternal world is accordbg to our 
works in this. But the proportion between our 
good works in this world and a state of endless hap- 
piness in the next is as near as between our sins here 
and a state of endless misery hereafter. 

Thirdly, this doctrine of endless rewards and 
punishments is involved in an insuperable difficulty 
for the want of the power to distinguish between Uie 
njeet subjects for these respective rewards. 

What will this doctrine do, for instance, with 
David, king of Israel ? That he did evil, and that 
to a most heinous degree is evident from the faith- 
ful records of scripture. Now if they who in this 
life have done evil are to be raised into an immor- 
tal state of misery, David, king of Israel, will be 
thus raised to condemnation. Will it be said tUH 
David become a good man, and did many good 
things after be committed tb^ abominations which 
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are recorded of him ? This we are happy to ac- 
knowledge; but what does this prove, only that 
David was like other rnen^ and sometimes did that 
which was right and sometimes that which was 
wrong? For another instance, where will the doc- 
trine under consideration place St. Paul in the eter- 
nal state ? That he did evil in this world the scrip- 
tures as fully prove as they prove any thing. But 
it will be said that this mar^ was reformed and be- 
came a good man ; tKs too we are happy to ac- , 
knowledge, but what more does this prove than 
that St. Paul was like David, and like other men, 
a changeable creature ! who sometimes did right, 
at other times, wrong? The fact is, as was fully 
shown in our lecture on the recompensing of the 
righteous and the wicked in the earth, all men are 
in some degree righteous and in some degree wick- 
ed. And it follows that if all that do good in this 
world are to be eternally happy hereafter, all man- 
kind will be happy ; and on the other hand^ if all 
who do evil in^this life are to be endlessly miserable 
in the next, all men will be thus miserable! 
Fourthly, the doctrine under consideration isabsurd 
in that it supposes that the good works add virtues 
of men in this imperfect state are more nteritorious 
than the perfect and permanent virtue which will 
characterize the blessed in heaven ; for if that im- 
mortal state of holiness and felicity is merited by 
the virtue ^perfectly practised in this mortal state, 
there lamains no merit in the virtues practised in 
the future world nor any reward for that superiour 
degree of righteousness. A nd on the other hand, thi^ 
doctrine involves another absurdity, in that it re- 
compenses the sins of this life with a state of end- 
less and positive misery, but reserves no punish- 
nr)ent for the sins of which the souls of the miserable 
will be guilty in that state where they will sin with- 
out restraint. Why should imperfect righteous- 
ness merit an eternity ofbappiness, and yet perfect 
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righteousness merit nothing? Why should the sins 
of this life be recompensed with a state of everlast- 
ing or eternal misery, and the entire sin of the eter- 
nal world go forever unpunished ? 

Once more» this doctrine maintains that God will 
punish his rational offspring without mercy, with- 
out designing their reconciliation or profit. This, 
of all the objections which we have to the doctrine 
under consideration is the greatest. This supposes 
that God possesses a worse disposition, and practi- 
ses greater cruelty than the wicked possess or prac- 
tise.. All the cruelties of heathen idolatry are ten- 
der mercies, in comparison with the cruelty attri- 
buted to our heavenly Father by this doctrine. 
People are deceived by the names which supersti- 
tion uses to identify this cruelty in God, but the 
name of a thing alters not its nature. Vindictive 
wrath, holy anger, retributive justice are terms us- 
ed to designate a property of the divine nature 
which, when examined impartially and without a 
superstitious awe, is found to be worthy of no bet- 
ter name than unmerciful malevolence ! To attri- 
bute such a quality or character to God, we view 
as the vilest act that moral darkness has ever pro- 
duced ; and we reject the sentiment with the deep- 
est horror. 

Let it be distinctly noticed here, that this argu- 
ment does not lie between the doctrine of endless 
punishment, and no punisbmient for si(|; we have 
all along in these lectures maintained that^ sin is 
punished, but we find that it is punished in the world 
where it is, and not in an immortal state where it 
is not. 

Having, as was proposed, suggested a few argu- 
ments against the doctrine for the support of which 
our text has been generally used, our next labour 
will be directed to bring the portion of scripture 
under consideration before the bearer in connex-. 
ion w ith such other passages as relat^e to events 
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which evidently belong to the present state of exis- 
tence, but where language signifying a resurrection 
is used; at the same time carefully comparing with 
them those passages which evidently relate to a 
resunection into an immortal state, that it may be 
clearly understood that the latter and former clas- 
ses of scripture cannot, with any propriety, be ap- 
plied to the same event. 

The arguments to which we have attended in 
this discourse, are designed to show that the text 
under consideration ought not to be applied in the 
usual way, by showing that the doctrine supported 
by it when so used is not true. The arguments 
now designed will go to show that the scriptures 
make use of words signifying a resurrection, in a 
figurative sense, when nothing beyond this mortal 
state is intended, that the passage under considera- 
tion is of this description ; and that it is proved to 
be so by comparing it with other passages which 
eTidently have their application in time, and also 
by comparing it with passages which speak of a re- 
surrection into an immortal state, by observing the 
diflference there is between the two classes. 

That our text evidently belongs to that class of 
scriptures which speak of a spiritual resurrection, 
or of a^ resurrection which has na allusion to a fu- 
ture state of being may be seen by attending to the 
context, which reads as follows ; ^' Verily, verily, 
I say unto you, he that heareth my word, and be- 
lieveth on him that sent'^me, hath everlasting life, 
and shall not come into condemnation, but is pass- 
ed from death unto life.'* Here it is perfectly 
plain that the death from which the believers had 
passed was of a moral, and not a literal kind; and 
it is perfectly plain also that the life into which 
they had already entered was of a spiritual nature, 
which believers enjoy by the means of believing in 
the word of Jesus in the present tense. And it is 
furthermore evident that the condemnation men-^ 
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tioned in the passage already quoted is a condem- 
nation which is the consequence of unbelief in the 
present life, and is the same as is signified by the 
following words of Jesus; '* He, that believetb not 
is condemned already." The next words to those 
quoted from our context are the following ; " Ve- 
rily, verily, I say unto you, the hour is coming, 
and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of 
the son of God, and they that hear shall live. For 
as the Father hath life in himself, so hath he given 
to the son to have life in himself, and hath given 
him authority to execute judgment also, because 
he is the son of man." It is abundantly evident 
that the Saviour still continued to speak of the 
dead in trespasses and sins, of their hearing and be- 
lieving his word, and of the spritual life which faith 
in the gospel wrought in them. And it is also evi- 
dent that bis authority, which he here mentions, io 
execute judgment, administers that condemnation 
into which the unbeliever is brought. 

Our text follo^vs the words last quoted ; " Mar- 
vel not at this ; for the hour is comings in the which, 
all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, and 
shall come forth ; they that have done good unto 
the resurrection of life ; and they that have done 
evil unto the resurrection of damnation.'' Now as 
it is acknowledged by all that Jesus was speaking 
figuratively in the context, until he came to the 
words of our text, it seems entirely unwarranted 
to make him now, all of a sudden, speak of a literal 
resurrection. It is altogether more reasonable to 
suppose, that as he meant the dead in a nooral or 
spiritual sense, by the dead who should hear his 
voice and live, he now means the carnal state of 
carnal minds by the graves from which the dead 
were to c<nne forth. 

That the word graves is used figuratively in 
scripture we learn from the 37thof Ezekiel, where 
the prophet represents the return of the captivity 
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of Israel from the countries where they had been 
scattered, first by the resurrection of the dry bones 
in the t alley of vision, — and secondly, by bringing 
them out of their graves. And here we may re- 
mark, that there would be the sanse propriety in 
understanding the prophet'to mean a figurative re- 
surrection by the dry bones, representing the re- 
turn of Israel's captivity ; but when he speaks of 
bringing them out of their graves, to mean their re- 
sorrection from their literal graves into an immor- 
tal state, as there is in explaining our text and con- 
text in the usual way. * 

There is a passage in the 12th of Daniel which 
commentators very justly consider a parallel pas- 
sage with our text; it reads as follows ; ^'Andat 
tliat time ^all Michael stand up, the great prince 
which standeth for the children of thy people ; and 
there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was 
since there was a nation even to that same time : 
and at that time thy people shall be delivered, eve- 
ry one that shall be found written in the book. 
And many of them that sleep in the dust of the 
earth, shall awake, some to everlasting life, and 
some to shame and everlasting contempt/' It 
Mems reasonable to suppose, that as Jesus came to 
fulfil, the law and the prophets, be had his eye on 
this passage in Daniel when he spake the words of 
our text ; and that he meant by those who were in 
the graves the same as Daniel meant by those who 
were asleep in the dust of the earth ; and by those, 
who should come forth to the resurrection of life, 
he meant (he same as Daniel did by those who 
should awake from the dust of the earth to everlast** 
ing life ; and by those who should come forth to 
the resurrection of condemnation^ the same as 
Daniel meant by those^ who should conie forth unto 
^ame and everlasting contempt. 

Will the hearer now say that all this may be, 
and that both Daniel and the Saviour were speak- 
48 
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ing of the resurrection of maDkind to a state of im- 
mortal happiness and misery in a future world ? 
To this we replj, when Jesus spoke to bis disciples 
of the destruction of Jerusalem and of the calami- 
ties which should shortly come on the Jews, be us- 
es the words of Daniel nearly verbatim when he 
speaks of the time of trouble. By this circum- 
stance we are instructed that both Daniel and the 
Saviour spake of the same time and of the same 
events, and that that time was when Jerusalem was 
destroyed by the Romans* 

The true meaning of the words of Jesus and of 
the passage in Daniel appears to be this; those 
Jews who listened to the mild voice of the go/spel, 

groclaimed by Christ And his Apostles, came forth 
*om spiritual death to the life of faith in the new 
covenant; but those Jews, who rejected the doc- 
trine of salvation, crucified the Saviour, and perse- 
cuted his apostles, were those who had done evil, 
and they were roused from the dormant state in 
which they lay, as in a covenant of death and a 
refuge of lies, by the voice of judgment and come 
forth to the resurrection of that condemnation 
which is so particularly pointed out in the 24th and 
fi5th chapters of Matthew ; and which was illus^ 
trated in our lecture on that subject. 

That the resurrection under consideration is not 
a resurrection from this mortal to an immortal 
state, may be made to appear by comparing the 
account of it with the account given of the resur- 
rection into a state of immortality, which we find 
in several passages and which were noticed in our 
last lecture. 

In the account of the resurrection noticed in our 
text, some are raised to life and some to condein- 
natibn ; and this account we have, seen agrees so 
well with the testimony quoted from Daniel, itot 
no doubt remains that the Saviour and the prophet 
spake of the same event. But can we make St 
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Paul's account of the reeurrection of all mankind 
into an immortal state agree with these several tes- 
timonies 80 as to be satisfied that the apostle was 
treating on thi same subject of which Daniel and 
the Saviour treated ? 

Jesus says ; that they who have done good shall 
come forth to the resurrection oflife, and they that 
have* done evil to the resurrection of damnation. 
Daniel says; '* And many of them that sleep in the 
dust of the earth shall come forth, some to ever- 
lasting lift^, and some to shame and everlasting con- 
tempt'' St. Paul says ; " As in Adam all die even 
80 in Christ shall all be made alive." And he is par* 
ticular in stating the constitution which all men 
will receive in the resurrection of which he speaks. 
It is spiritual, incorruptible, immortal, and glorious; 
it is the image of the Lord from heaven. He 
makes ne distinction. He says nothing of the good 
works of some and the evil works of others. His 
testimony is, in fact, directly against any distinc- 
tion or difference in that iiftmortal state. All 
are made alive in Christ ; and as this life is spirit^- 
ual, incorruptible and immortal, this testimony 
agrees with the testimony of Jesus to the Sadducees 
on the same subject of the resurrection, in which he 
says, that in the resurrection they are the children 
of God, equal unto the angels, and can die no more. 

In bis debate with the Sadducees, Jesus gave no 
intimation that any would rise from the dead to a 
sfate of condemnation, but was particular in saying 
that all live unto God. 

In our present light of this subject, we can plain- 
ly see, that by supposing that JesuH spake in our 
text of the same subject of which he spake in his 
reply to the Sadducees, we make him contradict 
biinself. And by supposing tha£ our text is a tes- 
timony of the same event of which St. Paul spake 
in his argument on the resurrection in the 15th of 
the first of Corinthians, we set the testimony of Je- 
sus and St. Paul at an irreconcilable variance. 
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Our present subject may be represented by sup* 
posing, that a traveller returns to this town from 
the state of Yermont, and informs us that in c^nse* 
quence of a disturbance among the convicts in the 
State prison, the prisoners were all brought out 
under sufficient guards, to be examined and tried 
for their conduct. This tirial, our traveller informs 
us> Anally terminated in the solitary confinenMnt of 
a large ' number of the leaders of the disturbance, 
but in the liberation from prison of many who were 
found to be meritorious in their conduct in eiKleav- 
oring to suppress' and prevent the wicked designs 
of the others. 

This traveller being a man of respectable land- 
ing in society, and of undoubted reputation, no one 
is disposed to doubt the truth of the testimony 
which he has ^iven on this subject. Not long af- 
ter having this information in the way here relatedt 
our traveller returns from a tour through New* 
Hampshire, and informs us that the new govern- 
our in that state hai seen cause to set all the pri- 
soners in the state at liberty^ and that he was an 
eye witness of the fact. For want of proper cau- 
tion some of us now confound tMb two reports, and 
think that these several relations are concerning 
what took place relative to the prisoners in Yer- 
mont. 

In this way we should make the testimony of 
our traveller destroy itself and the veracity of its 
author. And yet his whole testimony in both ca- 
ses, when understood according to the different sub* 
jects related, and the proper distinctions preserved 
according to the plainest sense of the several ac- 
counts given, all appears clear and without the 
least contradiction. 

By applying, in an indiscriminate manner, those 
passiages of scripture which specially belong to 
the temporal, mutable state of man in this life, and 
those which speak of an immortal state, alt to the 
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future existence of roaDkiDd, the greatest absurdi- 
ties have been supported by the scriptures. In the 
same way the dispute between those who contend 
ft tr salvation by the agency of the creature^ and 
those who maintain thdt works are out of the que»* 
tion relative to salvation has been protracted for 
ages in the. christian church. And yet if the pas- 
sages of scripture, which are quoted on both sides 
of the argument were applied to their respective 
subjects there would be no room for dispute or oc- 
casion for any difference of sentiment. 

For instance, the account we have of the judg^ 
ment in the 25th of Matthew proceeds according 
to the works of those who are judged ; and those 
who are welcome to the kingdom, are justified ac- 
cording to their works, and those who are sentenc- 
ed to punishment are so condemned according to 
their conduct. Now as this passage is applied to 
the eternal state of the unseen worid by both par- 
ties in the dispute just named, those who rest the 
final justification of the creature on his works seem 
ta have a <lecided advantage in the dispute. And 
it is all in vain for the opposer to try to reconcile 
this passage with his notion of justifying the crea- 
ture to everlasting life in the eternal world without 
any reference to his good works in this world. 
This he will not attempt to do ; but in order to do 
away the force of this judgment, he quotes some 
passages which speak of grace to the exclusion of 
works; such as the following; " Who hath saved 
us and called us with an holy calling, not accord- 
ing to our works, but according to his own pur- 
pose and grace. Not by works of righteousness 
which we have done, but according to his mercy 
he saved us. By grace are ye saved, through faith, 
and that not of yourselves, it is the gifl of God. 
Not of works lest any man should boast. Now to 
him that worketh the reward is not reckoned of 
grace but of debt ; but to him that worketh not. 
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but belieyeth on him who jitftifieth the ungodly, 
hi^ faith is counted unto hitn for righteousness.^' 
As it is perfectly evident that these passages, on 
the very foce of them, were designed to set forth 
the grace and salvation of God in a way to exclude 
the works of the saved as the ground of such salva- 
tion, the argument now fairly turns in favor of the 
•ther side ; for here are more passages than the one 
brought in favour of the contrary sWe. 

What is the next thing to be done? Does he who 
predicates salvation on works undertake to show 
that the passages last quoted do not indicate the 
fact for which they, are adduced ? No, for this 
would be labour lost : it would be as easy to prove 
that these passages mean nothing. What then does 
be do? He proceeds to quote some more scrip- 
ture on the other side, such as the following; '^Tbe 
willing and obedient shall eat the good of £e land, 
but if ye rebel ye shall be devoured with the 
sword, for the mouth of the Lord hath q[>oken it. 
The soul that sinnetb, it dhall die. The son shall 
not bear the iniquity of the father^ neither shaU 
the father bear the iniquity of the son ; the righte- 
ousness of the righteous shall be upon him, and the 
wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him. Say 
ye to the righteous, that it shall be well with him; 
for they shall eat the fruit of their doings. Woe 
unto the wicked! it shall be ill with him; for the 
reward of bis hands shall be given him. For the 
son of man shall come in th6 glory of his Father, 
with his angels, and then he shall reward every 
man according to his works. For we must all ap- 
pear before the judgment seat of Christ, that every 
one may receive the things done in his body, ac- 
cording to that he hath done, whether it be good, 
or bad," As it is perfectly evident that these last 

2 noted passages do not indicate that men are justi- 
ed without good works, but in consequence of 
them, the dispute stands exactly as it did when it 
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begau, and where it must stand until these dispu- 
tants come to a determination to understand parti- 
cular passages of the scriptures according to the 
f>articular subjects to which they, respectively be- 
ong. 

All those passages, which speak of judging and 
rewarding men according to their works have their 
true and just application to that divine economy in 
which our heavenly Father administers to his mor- 
al ofispring that discipline which grows from his 
love and faithfulness and which our imperfection 
requires. 

On the other band, all those passages which speak 
of the abundant grace of God, of his great love to 
sinners, of his saving us, not according to our works, 
but according to his own purpose and grace, wbic^b 
was given unto us in Christ Jesus before the world 
began, have their true and just application to that 
divinely gracious economy of the Father of our 
spirits, in which he has made ainple provisions for 
the spiritual and eternal welfare of all mankind. 
And if we are careful to keep the different subjects 
of which the scriptures treat, as distinct from each 
other as the divine testimony requires, we shall, 
never apply the passage under consideration to the 
immortal state of man, nor is it believed by your 
servant^ that any other passage can be found, which 
speaks of rewarding men for their good works, and 
of punishing others for evil works, which can, with 
the least colour of propriety be applied to the state 
of man, when this mortal shall have put on immor- 
tality, and this corrupt! We incorruption. 

To pretend that it ia not convenient or proper 
for men to be rewarded in*tbis world according to 
their works here,Js more absurd than it would be 
to argue, that it is not convenient or proper for 
children to receive rewards of merit, and chastise- 
ments for disobedience at the school where they re- 
ceive their education. And to contend that all the 
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good works^ and all the e?il works done in this 
mortal state are to be judged and recompensed in 
the eternal world, is a thousand times more unrea- 
sonable than it would be for a parent of vast wealth 
to go to the school master who educated his children 
and get a particular account of every thing his 
children did while at school, and then proceed to 
make his last will and testament according to that 
account. 

To conclude, while our text assures us, that good 
works wiH never go unrewarded, nor evil works 
unrecompensed, it by no means intrudes on the 
eternal inheritance given as in Christ Jesus before 
the worjd began ; nor does it in any way contradict 
the testimony, that *^ as in Adam all die, even so in 
Christ shall all be made alive." 



• 
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ZEPHANIAH, iii. part 17. 
" He toiU rtst in hit Zow." 

In this short book of tbe prophecy of Zephaniah 
there is much said on the subject of the sins of va- 
rious nations, and of the sore punishments which 
the divine ruler had seen fit to execute upon them 
for their correction, and as ap admonition to his 
chosen people, the Jews. 

The design of the judgments of God k most 
clearly expressed in tbe following, recorded in our 
context : *^ Therefore, wait ye upon me, saith the 
Lord, until the day that I shall rise up to the prey ; 
for my determination is to gather the nations, that 
I may assemble the kingdoms, to pour upon them 
mine indignation, even all my fierce anges; for all 
the earth shall be devoured with the fire of my 
jealousy. For then will I turn to the people a 
pure language, that they may all call upon the name 
of the Lordy to i^rve him with one consent." 

The account here given by the prophet, con* 
cerning the indignation and fierce anger of the 
Lord, is of a very differeilt nature from tl^ account 
49 
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of the same sybjectt which is current in our times. 
The divine indignation or anger according to our 
christian doctors, is totally unmerciful ; and those 
on whom it is fully and completely executed^ no 
more than begin to feel its horrors in this world, 
but are duly prepared by dn astonishing miracle, 
to endure the fierceness of its burning forever in 
the eternal world. In the days of divine inspira- 
tion and prophecy, when men ** spake as they were 
moved by thi Holy Ghost,'' no such horrible sen- 
timents were held up to the people. Then the de- 
solation of cities, the captivity of their inhabitants, 
plagues, famines, and pestilences were among the 
usual denunciations of the judgments of God ; but 
now, nothing that can be suffered in this world 
seems to answer the purpose ; and our mse tnen 
pretend to know the particulars of the eternal 
world much better than of this, and speak of the 
horrors of futui^ condemnation, and of the indig- 
nation of the Lord in that state, without the small- 
est hesitation. Whether tbey are correct, or the 
inspired prophets we are at liberty to judge for 
ourselves. It is a plain fact that their accounts 
differ, and that as widely as day from night. 

According to the prophet in the passage just 
cited, the indignation, even all the fierce anger of 
the Lord is poured out on the whole earth. No- 
thing said of reserving any for a future state. And 
what is worthy of special notice is, after all this 
fierce anger of the Lord is poured out on the peo- 
ple, and the whole earth is devoured with the fire 
of his jealousy, God says, « then will I turn to t^ 
people a pure language, that they may all call up- 
on the name of the Lord, and serve him with one 
consent." . So that the very same people who suf- 
fer all God's fierce anger, are thereby prepared to 
learn a pure language in which tbey shall all call 
on the name of the Lord, with dispositions and 
hearts to serve him. 



Digitized by 



Google^ 



386 

Ajs consequences resulting to the bouse of Israel, 
from the execution of the divine indignation/ the 
following is recorded by tb& prophet ; *' In that 
day sbalt th«u not be ashansed for all thy doings, 
wherein thou bast transgressed against ine; for 
then I will take away out of the noidst of thee them 
that rejoice in thy pride ; and thou sbalt no more 
be haughty because of my holy mountain. The 
remnant of Israel shall not do iniquity, nor speak 
lies; neither shall. a deceitful tongue be found in 
their mouth :> for they shall feed and lie down, and 
none shall make them afraid. Sing, O daughter of 
Zion ; shout, O Israel ; be glad and rejoice with 
all the heart, O .daughter of Jei-usalem. The Lord 
hath taken away thy judgments, he hath cast out 
thine enemy ; the King of Israel, even the Lord, is 
in tbe midst of thee : thou shall not see evil any 
more. The Lord thy God in the midst of thee is 
naighty ; he will save, he will rejoice over thee with 
joy ; be will rest in his love ; be wi)l joy over thee 
with singing/' 

In this most interesting representation we are led 
to contemplate the happy issue of the judgments of 
God, even all bis fierce anger, in the salvation of 
his people, in their rest and joy. Even God him^ 
self is represented as rejoicing over them with joy, 
and as finding rest in his love toward them. 

In order that one may rest in love the following 
particulars seem to be necessary. 

I. Love must be holy and all its desires right- 
eous. And, 

IL The desires of love must all be accomplished 
in their fullest extent 

To a moral being an unholy love and unlawful 
desires are a source of inquietude, and the more 
such love and desires are indulged the greater is 
the infelicity occasioned by them. But the con- 
trary is the effect of a holy love and of righteous 
and lawful desires. Tbe more they are indulged 
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the greater is the satisfaction, and tiie more perfeet 
that rest vbieh results from such indulgence. The 
love of our heavenly Father toward his ofl&prin«^ 
is a holy love, and all its desires are lawful and 
rijriit^ It b the holiness of love and tbi lawfulness 
ot its desires which justifies all the means which 
are necessary to carry these desires into effect. 

This subject may be represented by the love of 
parents toward their children. The parental love 
is lawful and all its desires are righteous. It looks 
on children with strong desires for their improve- 
ment and happiness. If they are disobedient, lov^ 
desires their reformation; and -it is the purity of 
this love and the righteousness of its desires that 
justify those rebukes, warnings, and chastisements 
which are necessary for the bringing of the disobe- 
dient to submit to those wholesome precepts which 
are alone designed for their benefit. Take away 
this parental love, and remove the desire of doing 
good to the disobedient child, and every rebuke, eve- 
ry admonition,afkl every punishment inflicted, would 
be as destitute of righteousness,. as the heart of the 
parent is of love. But where this holy love and 
these pure desires are in exercise, they fully justify 
the greatest severity which teay be necessary for 
the good of the disobedient. And here let us cau- 
tiously observe, that tlie parent never finds rest un- 
til all that love desires is accomplished. While 
stubbornness and disobedience remain in the chiM, 
and during the administration of chastisement, tile 
parent has no rest. Anxiety, pity, grief, love and 
tender affections mingle in the feeling heart with 
indignation, severity and faithfulness; but when 
this stubbornness is subdued^ and the disobedient 
heart brought to submit, how calm, how quiet is 
the rest which the parent finds in that victori- 
ous love, which has now conquered all opposition, 
and carried into effect its utmost desires. If the 
pfttMnt could find rest in the administration of pun- 
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isbment, then in order to continue this rest, the 
punishment would be protracted ; but rest is taken 
after the labour is done, and the longer the labour 
continues, the longer rest is defered. 

To apply our metaphor, we may observe, that 
God^s love toward mankind is a holy love, and all 
the desires of that love are righteous. The holi- 
ness of his love and the righteousness of its desires 
sanctify his severest judgments and direct them ^U 
to the accomplishment of the desires of love. 

The figure of expression used in our text is very 
strong; it seems to represent the divine Being as 
being in want of rest from the exercise of his se* 
verity and indignation, and as finding that rest in 
bis love toward those whom he had chastised, by 
pouring on them all his fierce anger, which termi- 
nated in their subjection to his will. But the scrip-* 
tures, without intending to represent the Almighty 
as being changeable, use such metaphors for the 
purpose of conveying an idea of the ultimate de- 
sign and goodness of God, in all his works. 

Where we have an account of the creation of all 
things, we are informed that God proceeded with 
his work day after day for six days, and when he 
had ended his work, he rested on the seventh. But 
here let us remark, that he rested in his love, for 
he was able, after taking a perfect survey of all 
his works, to pronounce the whole " very good/^ 
If there bad been any part of the creation which 
would not answer the purpose for which it was 
made, God would not have pronounced it good, 
nor could he have loved that which was not good, 
nor could he have rested in his love. 

Man was the last work which the divine Creator 
performed, and tiaan he made in his own image. 
Man he stiles his offspring, he calls himself our Fa- 
ther, and he directs his providence and grace in a 
way to provide for us, and to bring us to the en- 
joyment of himself. 
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When man had sinned, and God came to bim io 
the cool of the day, he pronounced his judgments 
with such limitations as to manifest hb purpose in 
the final deliverance of his sinfiil children from the 
power of the tempter by the seed of the woman 
who should bruise his head. Thus we see that God 
rests no where but in his love. 

Had the creator on this occasion, denounced on 
man the malediction of never ending misery, ac- 
cording to the doctrine <if our catecbbm ; and had 
it been his pleasure to inform them, as the writers 
of our creeds have informed us, that by this first 
transgression the whol^ posterity of Adam and Eve 
had become liable to the pains of hell forever, we 
could hardly find how to reconcile this doctrine 
with the idea that our heavenly Father rests no 
where but in his love. 

It may be profitable in this place, though it be 
painful, to spend a few reflections on tbe resting 
place, which the wisdom of this world has invented 
for the Father of our spirits. This invention, in 
order to accommodate our heavenly father with tbe 
most perfect and quiet rest, has assigned a great 
part of his rational offspring to the most exquisite 
torments which improved imagination has been 
able to suggest, and has assigned the execution 
of this torture to him ! That parents may not 
only see this subject, but feel a little by having it 
represented in subordination to our understanding, 
we may suppose a sunilar invention for the accom^ 
modation of the parent of a numerous family, to 
give him the most perfect rest. Thus three quar- 
ters of his children are to suffer the most exquisite 
torments which human invention can devise ; and 
to have this torture so administered as to be pro- 
tracted for a long time, and the parent himself must 
execute this punishment ! 

Parents, would you call this a bed of roses ? Do 
you wish to repose your weary limbs, after irare- 
folly cursing and bringing up children, on such 
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down as this? Disgusted, you reply, why do you 
torture our feelings and grate our ears with such 
unnatural similes? 

We deserve to hare our feelings harrowed with 
these thorns, with these briars and thistles, for we 
have spread them out by our wicked inventions for 
our merciful and compassionate Father in heaven 
to rest himself on to all eternity ! The creeds of 
the christian church now contain the invention un- 
der consideration, our preachers dwell upon it, and 
on its different parts, with an earnestness by which 
they evince their zeal for God, and professors pa- 
tiently hear this doctrine proclaimed, and pro- 
nounce it wholesome orthodoxy. As long as this 
remains to be the case, a hope is entertained that 
people in ope way or another^ will be made to hear 
their doctrine applied in a way to make them feel 
its effects. 

However men may err in their inventions, how- 
ever they may attribute the worst of designs to God, 
he is of one mind and none can turn him. The 
love in which he rested on the seventh day, after he 
had created all things, is the same love which he 
manifested after man had sinned. ' This is the love 
which be has had in view in the administration of 
all his judgments, and the same which he has man- 
ifested through Jesus for the salvation of mankind 
from sin and death. The hearer will recollect that 
we have said that in t>rder for one to rest in love, 
all that love desires must be accomplished. This 
idea is within your easy comprehension. If one 
has a desired object, an object of the most affection- 
ate regard in view, but great difficulties and dan- 
fers lie in the way of obtaining this object, you 
now that this condition is by no means calculated 
to give rest. But if the difficulties become sur- 
mounted, and the dangers removed, and the longed 
for object finally obtained^ the successful soul finds 
rest in love. Thus Joseph the persecuted brother. 
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tenderly loved lib bretbren, suffered many tfaingr 
for their profit, overcome ail embarrassaieots and 
finally received tbem all under bis safe protection 
and found a calm, a sweet repose in his Iofc* To 
prove them, to try them, for a season he treated 
them roughly, and with severity. He accused them 
of being spies, come to see the nakedness of the 
land. He kept Simeon bound while he sent the 
rest to their families. He directed the silver cup 
to be deposited in Benjamin's sack, be gave orders 
for his arrest, and greatly tried the hearts of those 
who had sold him; but during all this time Joseph 
did not rest in this manifestation of anger. How 
often did he weep alone with love, pity, and grief 
for bis brethren ; but when he had humbled them 
enough and made himself known to tbem, embraced 
them all and granted them forgiveness^ he rested in 
his love. Had he failed in his heart's desire of see- 
ing all his brethren duly humbled, and bad two 
thirds of the whole utterly refused to acknowledge 
their faults, or submit themselves to bim, we may 
reasonably suppose, that he would not have enjoy^ 
ed that rest in his love which he did when be fed 
them aK at his own table. 

Let the mind pass from this circumstance to the 
consideration of the love of God to mankind and 
to consider the extent of Qiercy's design as mani- 
fested through Jesus. The following passages re- 
late to this subject. ^* For God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten son, that whosoever 
believe th in him, should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life. For God sent not his son into the 
world to condemn the world ; but that the world 
through him might be saved; But God commend- 
elh bis love toward us, ia that, while we were yet 
enemies, Christ died for us. Herein is love, not 
that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent 
his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. We 
have seen and do testify that the Father sent the 
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Son to be the Saviour of the world." By thesie 
passages we learn that the grand design of the Fa* 
tber's love in sending the son into the world was to 
save the world, and this design must be fully ao* 
complished in order for the Father to rest in his 
love. My friends, you know that love which de- 
sires that which we can never obtain, in room of 
affording us rest, gives us uneasiness. Now if 
the desifi^n or desire of the Father's love is the sal- 
vation o{ the world, how can he ever find rest in 
his love if this desire is never accomplished ? But 
he worketh all things after the council of his own 
will. Hb judgments and his mercies will be em- 
ployed and' well directed to their object, until the 
vast design of love is completed in the reconcilia- 
tion of all things to God, who will forever rest in 
his love. Thus are the judgments of God explained 
in the song of Moses the servant of .God, and the 
song of the Lamb. '< Great and marvellous are thy 
woniSy Lord God Almighty ; just and true are thy 
ways, thou king of saints. Who shall not fear 
thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name ? for thou only 
art holy ; for all nations shall come and worship 
before thee ; for thy judgments are made manifest'^ 

The divine economy m the moral system may be 
represented by a bountiful and benevolent provi- 
dence, by which our temporal wants are satisfied. 
Winter, in which appears no promise of bread in 
future, spring, in which promises but just mak^ 
Iheir appearance, and summer full of labour aifd 
toil precede the bountiful autumn^ when rest and 
festivity cause to forget the labours of the past sea- 
sons, and we find that all has happily terminated 
forgood. 

This general subject may be contemplated to 

advantage, by taking into consideration the labors 

aind sufferings of our blessed Redeemer, all which 

terminate in giving him rest in his love. After the 

50 
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prophet Isaiah gave a most circumstantial account 
of the Saviour's sufferings and the object of them, 
in which account he states the following: ** He was^ 
wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for' 
our iniquities ; the chastisement of our peace was 
upon him ; and with his stripes we are healed," he 
further says; " He shall see of the travail of bis 
soul, and shall be satisfied ; by his knowledge shall 
my righteous servant justify many for he shall bear 
their iniquities." St. Paul informs us that the nian 
Christ Je?us gave himself a ransom for all men to 
be testified in due tinie, and that he by the grace 
of God tasted death fot every man. And St. John 
says, he is the propitiation for the sins of the whole 
Worid. Jesus himself says; the true shepherd lay- 
eth down his life for the sheep. Now these pas- 
sages all go to show what was the desire of the Sa- 
viour's heart, ^* who loved us and washed us from 
our sins in his own blood.'' And they contain evi- 
dence that the whole of his desire will finally be 
accomplished. When this is done, it will be evi- 
dent that he rests in his love. 

When Jesiis wept over Jerusalem, and said ; " O 
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou thatkillest theprophets, 
and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how 
often would I have gathered thy children together, 
even as a hen li^atherelh her chickens under her 
wings, and ye would not! Behold your house is 
left unto you desolate; he fufther added j for I 
•ay unto you, ye shall not see Hie henceforth, till 
ye shall say, blessed is he that cometh in the name 
of the Lord." It is worthy of notice, that io this 
instance, and on this most interesting occasion, the 
Saviour terminated his prophetic malediction in a 
way to give place to his blessed appearance and 
his being bailed with " Blessed is he that cometh 
in the name of the Lord." Thus the blessed Jecms 
rested no' where but in his love. 
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When on the cross, at the close of his suflferings, 
the dear Redeemer manifested that love was bis 
resting place. He prayed for his enemies, saying ; 
"Father forgive them, for they know not what 
they do/* 

Keep in mind that the whole which love desires 
must be accomplished in order that love may give 
rest. If the Saviour loved his enemies, if he loved 
sinners^ if he designed their redemption^ their for- 
giveness, and salvation, can he ever rest in this love 
unless this desire be granted ? " He shall see of 
the travail of his soul and be satisfied.^' But he 
never can be satisfied with any thing short of thfe 
joy that was sat before him, for which he endured 
the cross, and despised the shame* 

I^ as has been erroneously held, and is now be- 
lieved and taught, after the dispensation of divine 
mercy through Jesus Christ, shall have accomplish- 
ed all it ever will accomplish ; if after it has recon^ 
ciled all that it ever will reconcile, millions are to 
Remain in eternal rebellion under the dominion of 
Bin, darkness and death ; atid if the same blessed 
mediator, who gave himself a ransom for all men, 
who is the propitiation for the sins of the whole 
world, who by the grace of God tasted death for 
every man, is to execute on those wretched millions 
never ending wrath, how is it that he can ever rest 
in his love ? 

The prophet Isaiah calls the promised Shiloh, 
'Uhe everlasting Father and the Prince of Peiice." 
But with what propriety he can be called a father 
to those for whom he has no mercy is utterly in- 
conceivable; or how he is properly called the 
prince of peace, when he is the administrator of 
endless wrath on his own subjects, is truly difficult 
to understand 

Let us again repeat, in order that love may give 
rest, all that love desires must be accomplished. 
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St. Paul exhorted husbands to love their ^< wives, 
even as Christ loved the church, and gave hioiself 
for it ; that he might sanctify and cleanse it with the 
washing of water by the word ; that be might pre- 
sent it to himself a -glorious church, not having 
spot or wrinkle, or any such thing ; but that it 
jmould be holy and without blemish." Accordii^ 
to this declaration Christ gave himself for the 
church because he loved it, and because be loved 
it he undertook to sanctify and cleanse it, that he 
might free it from every spot and wrinkle, and pre- 
sent it to himself a glorious church. This same 
Apostle says that Christ gave himself a ransom fbr 
all men. All men are therefore of bis church. His 
churdi was unsanctified, unclean, full of spots and 
wrinkles, and inglorious ; but by the ministration 
of the word of lite, he will sanctify and cleanse it. 
But short of the completion of this work, he cannot 
rest in his love. The uncleanness of human nature 
was the reason why his love moved him to the min- 
istration of his cleansing word, and as long as one 
spot or wrinkle remains the washing must be con- 
tinued ; but when sin is finished, when all shall 
know the Lord from the least to the greatest, then 
will that love which moved the Saviour to give 
himself for us, afford a heaven of rest to him whose 
soul travailed for man's salvation. 

Our subject may be profitably contemplated by 
applying it to the love which actuates the christian's 
heart ; and especially to the love which moves the 
faithful minbter of Jesus Christ to be vigilant in 
his ministry. And here let us remark, that as Jesus 
undertook the ministry of hb grace from pure love 
(o sinners, so it is indispensably necessary that the 
ministers of his word of life should have the same 
love which moved their divine master to our re- 
demption. If Jesus had had no love for mankind, 
if he had been as strenuous for man's endless mise* 



Digitized by 



Google 



396 

ry as many appear to be in our day, be never would 
have given himself for us. Remember the caution 
wbicb our Saviour observed with Peter. ** Simon 
Peter, lovest thou me ?'' being answered in Ihe af- 
firmative, says ; " feed my sheep." He did not say, 
terrify and frighten my sheep ; but feed my sheep; 
and Peter did most faithfully feed the sheep ; and 
it was because of the love which he bore to the 
chief shepherd, and to the sheep. And this was 
the case with the whole of that immortal band of 
Apostles who went forth to feed the flock, which 
Christ had purchased with his own blood, and to 
wash the chuixh with the washing of water by the 
word. They laboured, they suffered, but they had 
peace and rest. They rested in that triumphant 
love which incited ihem to the work of the minis- 
try* But this love could have given Ihem no rest, 
if it had not the power to promise success to their 
labours. 

For many centuries the ministry in the christian 
church has seemed to labour more to persuade peo- 
ple into a belief of the general failure of the gospel 
dispensation, thap to inspire a hope that its success 
will eventually correspond with the universal and 
impartial love .of the Saviour ; and though the 
preachers have uniformly professed great love for 
sinners^ and a willingness to exert all their means 
to prevent the everlasting ruin of souls, yet they 
have as constantly insisted that they shall rejoice 
in heaven to see the unconverted part of their con- 
gregations in a state of hopeless misery ! But how 
is this consistent with the idea of resting in their 
love ? It is easy to conceive how the minister of 
the word rests in his love to the people and to the 
gospel, if he has the prospect bright before him, of 
the final, full, and entire success of the ministry. — 
St. Paul says ; " Having this ministry we faint not." 
But what w the peculiar nature of this ministry 
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which caused the Apostled not to faint ? See the 
answer in the same Apostle's words ; ^' Who hatb 
made us able ministers of the New Tes^ment, not 
of the letter,, but of the spirit ; for the letter kilietb, 
but the spirit gi?eth life/' Possessing the love for 
mankind which the Apostles evidently did, they 
must have fainted if their ministry had been a min- 
istry of death ; but their ministry was a ministry 
of life, of righteousness, and reconciliation, in which 
they laboured that they might '^ present every man 
perfect in Christ Jesus." 

The same spirit of leve, which gives rest to the 
faithful minister of the word of life, is the rest of ev- 
ery true believer. It is acknowledged by all denom- 
inations of christians, that the spirit of Christ is the 
spirit of love, and that this love extends to all man- 
kind. With the different persuasions among us, 
there is but one sentiment on this subject. All 
christian people profess to love the whole human 
fwiily, and to pray for the salvation of all. Now 
since this is uniformly the case, let us ask, what rest 
can they have while exercising this generous love 
and benevolence, and yet believing that millions 
of their fellow creatures must inevitably, not only 
be excluded the joys and peace of heaven, but be 
the subjects of positive misery forever? 

It is true we have been told the extravagant sto- 
ry that the saints in heaven will rejoice forever in 
the everlasting misery of the unconverted. We 
have been told, that parents will rejoice in the sen- 
tence of endless condemnation passed on their own 
offspring in the eternal world! But will this be 
resting in love ? If parents have as much love for 
their children in the next state as they have here, 
will that love allow them to rest in heaven, while 
their offspring are tortured in everlasting burnings? 
No, allowing the doctrine o^ future endless misery, 
those who rest must rest in eternal hatred! but in 
hatred there is no rest. 



Digitized by 



Google 



398 

My brethren, did you erer find rest in a spirit of 
enmity? ia a disposition to rejoice in another's 
misery ? Is it possible for unmerciful wrath to give 
rest ? No, if we ever find rest either in this world 
or in the next, it must be in love. And love, that 
it may give rest, must have its vast desires accom* 
plished. 

What an unbounded field of glory and btauty 
our subject presents to our rejoicing eyes ! The 
vast, the unbounded, the incomprehensible love of 
our heavenly Father, is his eternal rest. After all his 
judgments, after all his righteous indignation is ful* 
filled on all his enemies, he will retain his unchange- 
able love to all his ofispring, and rest forever in 
seeing all the desires of his universal, impartial love 
fully accomplished. 

Jesus, the mediator, who loved us and gave him- 
self for us, shall see of the travail of his soul, and 
be satisfied, shall see all the desires of his heart ac- 
complished, shall have the heathen for his inheri- 
tance and the uttermost, parts of the earth for his 
possession, and shall rest in his love for mankind 
forever. 

The Apostles of the Lamb, who following the 
steps and the example of their divine master, loved 
the human race, laboured in the mini^^ of right- 
eousness, and reconciliation,' sufibred^j^e loss of 
ail earthly things for the establishment and promo- 
tion of the truth, shall see all the desires of their 
love fulfilled, and rest in their love. 

All the faithful successors of the Apostles, in the 
ministry, who have been excited by the powerful 
influences of the spirit of love, to fulfill their minis- 
try, in the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the 
grace of God, shall see all the desires of their love 
fulfilled in the reconciliation of all things to God, 
through Jesus, and shall rest forever in their love. 
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Everj IrUe believer in Jesus, who batb bepn 
quickened by tbe spirit of the gospel, wbicb is tfae 
spirit of love, shall see tbe boundless desires of bis 
heart folfilled in tbe, subjection of every creature 
in heaven and on earth, to tbe authority and love 
of Christ, and shall forever rest in his love. 

To conclude — My friends, let us never seek rest 
but in love. *^ Let not the sun go down upon your 
wrath." " Let us love one another, for love is of 
God." '' He that loveth another hath fulfilled tbe 
law.'' 
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MARK V. 31. 
'^ Th9U MMl lie midiitude thronging ihee^ mnd foiyut Mou, «f^ tmi^ui 



me^» 



The occasion of these words was the following 
drcumstance. One of the rulers of ttie synaeoEuei^ 
of the name of Jairus, came to Jesus, and falling 
down at his feet, besought him most earnestly, say- 
ing, << my little daughter lies at the point of death. 
I pray thee come and lay thy hands upon her, that 
me may be healed, and she shall li?e. The cooo- 
passionate Saviour was moved at a petition whi^^h 
flowed so directly from a parent's heart, and which 
indicated such strong faith in his power to heal. 
He immediately went with the afflicted father. 
No sooner was it known that he was going to heal 
the sick child, than a great crowd of people fcJlow* 
ed and pressed hard Upon Mm. They were, no 
doubt, extremely anxious to be eye witnesses of the 
miracle. In this vastconcourse there was a woman, 
who had been afflicted for twelve years with a dis- 
tressing disorder, <' and had suffered many things 
of many physicians, and had spent all that she 
had, and was nothing bettered, but rather grew 
worse.'' IKiis afflicted woman had lost all hopes 
of recovery by the assistance of human aid ; indeed 
51 
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she was poor and penny less. Her little estate had 
already passed over into the hands of her physiciansy 
who in room of doing her any good, had caused her 
many painful sufferings. Destitute, alone aod 
friendless, a thought came into her mind, and it im- 
mediately formed itself into a resolution accom- 
panied with a perfect confidence, that if she could, 
by any ppssible means, press through the crowd of 
people so as to but touch the clothes of Jesus she 
should be made whole. 

It is scarcely possible to imagine a circumstance 
more calculated to excite exertion than this. She 
was, no doubt, a very feeble person, a great multi- 
tude of people were crowding, and pressing to keep 
close to Jesus that they might not miss of seeing the 
miracle. The difficulty of getting through the 
crowd was, no doubt, very great; but salvation 
was so near and so desirable, that it invigorated 
her feeble system to such a degree that her efibrts 
were availing. It is not unlikely 4hal we may form 
a pretty correct idea of the manner of this woftiatfa 
exertions on this occasion. She would naturally 
direct her eyes toward .Jesus and get a glimpse of 
hitn as often as possible ; when it so happened that 
she could, by the greatest exertion get before one 
of the crowd, she never let the opportunity slip ; 
one step gained was cautiously kept; she was care- 
ful that no one should crowd her back ; she looked 
well to her feet that they should not slide ; spake 
not a word to any one lest she might miss an op- 
portunity to advance ; the fiearer she gets to the 
prize the stronger and more active she grows, till 
she eagerly reaches forth her hand and touches the 
garment of the Saviour. She now realizes her 
faith, her confidence has not deceived her, she is 
made whole. 

Though this woman did not once think that the 
Saviour was apprehensive of her approach, w6 have 
good reason to believe that he who knew the'very 
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tbougbts of men's hearts^ who isaw Nathaniel under 
the fig-tree, knew her case, her faith and the efforts 
she had made to coine to him. Immediately after 
this woman touched his garment, he turned himself 
about in the press and, as if surprised that any one 
should toach him, said, who touched my clothes ? 
The disciples, being ignorant of the particular case, 
and surprised that their master should ask who 
touched him, when he had, for some time, been 
pressed with the crowd of people all around him, 
said to him, '* thou seest the multitude thronging 
thee, and sayest thou who touched me V Jesus 
made them no reply, but cast his eyes round to see 
her, who had done this thing, when the woman, fear- 
ing and trembling, knowing what was done in her, 
cooie and fell down before him, and told him all 
the truth. And he said unto her, *' daughter, thy 
faith hath made the whole ; go in peace, and be 
whole of thy plague.'' 

Our subject, as it now lies before us, seems to 
suf^est the following particulars for consideration. 

I. What appertains to the subject of the power 
of Jesus to heal the natural disorders of the human 
body. 

II. The consideration of this power as indicating 
the moral excellency of the doctrine of Jesus, and 
its efficacy in removing the moral and spiritual 
maladies of mankind. 

III. The similarity between the disorders of the 
body and those of the mind. 

IV. As there were no natural complaints that 
were too malignant to be cured by the miracu- 
lous power of Jesus, it seems to justify the infer- 
ence that there are no cases of moral or spiritual 
disorder, which are beyond the reach of the divine 
efficacy of his grace. 

V. The natural inducements which led the in- 
firm to Jesus, may be used to represent those of 
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m laortil nature wincb lead the ratknud mtiid to the 
doctrioe of Christ 

VL A noticeable difference in the motiyes of 
people who c^owd tte places of public worship 
where the healing doctrine of Jesus is preached, is 
signified by the erowding multitude who pressed 
continually on Jesus^ and the special cause ^ the 
woman's approach. And 

TIL The resolution and perseTeranee of this 
woman may be used in a way to encourage stnoers 
to come to Christ 

But that the hearer may not be troufadedto re- 
tain these particulars, the whole subject, we say^ 
is to be aeen by examining it in a natural aadoior- 
mI sense* 

The miraculous power of Jesus was so nmnifest^ 
ed^ that eren his mtterest enemies did not {Hretend 
to deny that miracles: were wrought by hini ; they 
however, attributed that power to an evil deaaon, 
or Beelzebub. • • 

The miracles ^f Jesus were dope in^nich a pub- 
lic manner, and in such vast numbers, tbat.not only 
liis keenest eyed enemies, whd surely' would have 
been able to have detected any imposition on the 
public, were fully convinced, but the thousands 
who were healed of all manner of disease^ remain- 
ing among the people of different parts of the 
country, were living testimonies by which these 
miracles were established, and the fame of the di- 
vine physician sent abroad through every rtgiom 

Respecting these miraculous cures, it b of im- 
portance to notice, that no partiality was ever 
known to have any influence in the bestowment of 
such favours ; nor faave we any account^ that any 
worthiness in the subject was ever inquired for, or 
that any known unworthiness excluded any fbom 
these mercies. In these particulars the imnGulous 
cures wrought by Jesus, bear the indubitf bb mrka 
of the true divinity. Had Jesus made any dirtuio- 
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tioMy and had he healed 'some and refused to heal 
others in the same condition, the use of his mira- 
culous power would have exhibited infallible 
marks of the wisdom of this world, which has for 
s^^B subverted the gospel of Christy by teachinjB^ for 
doctrine the vain tradition, that some only of the 
humnn race were elected from all eternity unto 
everlasting life, while the residue were by as early 
a decree, reprobated from the divine favour for- 
ever. But the blessed Jesus neither preached nor 
practiced such a sentiment. Again, had the Sa- 
viour been careful to confer his miraculous favours 
according to character, had he minutely inves- 
t^ted the conduct of the infirm and sick and con- 
fined his favours to the virtuous, he would then 

*- httwe given, by way of e^iample, some support to 
4lie doctrine of men, in which they have confined 
the favor and mercy of God to the virtuous. But 
Jeans said, <* I am not come to call the righteous, 
but signers to repentance.'^ 

We have every reason necessary for believing, 
that the Eracious design of our heavenly Father, in 
giving rach power to Jesus, extended beyond the 
temporal benefits received by those who were 
healed of their infirmities. It is generally argued 

• hry duristians, that the miracles of .Tesus were de- 
signed as evidences of his Messiahship or divine 
mission ; and this we may safely believe, and yet 
believe that the design extends^ still further. What 
benefit, we may nsk, is there in believing that Je- 
sus was the Messiah? The answer is, that we may 
receive him as a divine teacher, and believe in his 
doctrine* But the inquiry does not end h6re. 
What benefit is there in believing his doctrine ? — 
The answer is^ a belief in his doctrine is a remedy 
for the moral evil of our nature ; or in other words,' 
the doctrine of Jesus is a cure for all the disorders 
of sin, and our belief in this doctrine is a mean of 
iu healing efiects in the mind. If the doctrine of 
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Jesus Christ were not possessed of this power, it 
seems impossible to understand the great necessity 
of its being propagated in our world. . 

The notion that this doctrine consists of a long 
string of abstract articles of faith, which have been 
written into human creeds, the belief of which is 
proposed in the gospel as a condition of our being 
made eternally happy in a future state, is so per- 
fectly destitute of reason, and so foreign from the 
nature of events which take place in the system of 
causes and effects, that it'is by no means entitled 
to any share of our confidence. 

The belief of the truth itself is of no other ad- 
vantage than its effects in delivering from sin ; and 
changmg the mind into the divine image. The 
miraculous cures wrought by the Saviour consist- 
ed in removing the natural disorders of the human 
body^ so that the leper was cleansed, the deaf made 
to hear, the blind to see, the lame to walk, and the 
dead to live. And in all these cases the divine 
efficacy of his doctrine was most plainly indicated. 
For it is the knowledge of the divine and glorious 
truths which compose bisdoctritie that cleanses from 
sin and moral defilement. God does not forgive 
the wicked as a compensation for believing in cer- 
tain tenets, but forgiveness of sin means no more 
nor less than is expressed in the following words of 
scripture ; ^' In that day there shall be a fountain 
opened to the house of David, and to the inhabi- 
tants of Jerusalem, for sin and tincleanness. Be- 
hold the lamb of God whicli taketh away the sin of 
the world. Who hath loved us, and washed us 
from our sins in his own blood. That he might 
sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by 
the word. Though your sins be as scarlet they 
shall be as white as snow ; though they be red like 
crimson, they shall be as wool." 

Between the disorders of the human body, and 
*iTj.^ those of the mind, there seems to be no small re- 
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semblance. Both are the natural productions of 
ibe constitution of the creature, wbo was made 
subject (o vanity, not willingly, but by reason of 
faim who subjected the same in hope. Both are 
promoted by the indulgence of appetites and pas- 
sions, both become inveterate by habit. Natural 
blindness and ignorance of divine things are so very 
similar that the scriptures use the same word to 
signify both, amd the Saviour represents sinners by 
those who are sick. 

If the mind of the hearer has consented to the 
idea that the miraculous cures performed by Jesus 
on the bodies of 'people, were designed to indicate 
the power of his grace to cleanse from sin and mor- 
al defilement, we may proceed to consider one of 
the most glorious truths, which the gospel was de- 
sis^ned to reveaL This great truth is seen in the 
following argument As there were no natural 
disorders which were too stubborn for the miracu- 
lous power of Jesus to remove, no demoniac so 
raving that Jesus could not clothe him in his right 
mind, none so strongly locked in the dark house of 
death that he could not call them from thence^ we 
infer, that no degree or description of sin, however 
chronical, however inveterate is beyond the power 
of divine mercy to wash away. 

We are informed that there was one instance of 
a posssessed of a devil whose case was beyond the 
power of the disciples of Jesus ; but Jesus cast him 
out, and told the disciples that their unbel^f was 
the reason that they failed of this miracle. .' (The 
same may be the case with many even now, tb&y 
can find sins which they think cannot be washed 
away, but all this is owing to their unbelief. 

The case of Lazarus was attended with peculiar 
circumstances which may be profitably noticed in 
the present argument. When Jesus advanced to- 
ward the sepulchre, the weeping sister Martha ex- 
claimed, " Lord, by this time he stinketh ; for he 
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hatb been dead four days/' Probably ber thoughts 
were the following. Hadst thou but oome in sea- 
son^ such is thy power, thou mightest have prevent^ 
ed my brother's dealh, or even after his breath bad 
left his body, possibly hadst thou been here to ex* 
ert thy power before corruption had begun its 
work^ the event might have been to the praise of 
thy glorious power and to our consolation. But 
the precious time is gone, the opportunity is lost, 
four days have surely carried my brother beyond 
the reach of thy restoring power. But notwith- 
standing all this reasoning, at the words of Jesus, 
** Lazarus, come forth,'' the dead was raised. 

Like faithless Martha, many who profess to be 
the disciples of Jesus, have made their calculations, 
by which they have bounded the grace of God, and 
carried sinners of a certain character beyond those 
limits. It is frequently the topic of our preachers, 
to set ftirlh, in the most lamentable language, the 
awful situation of thousands and millions of their 
fellow creatures, who, they say, will come short of 
the divine mercy, through delay. Had they ex- 
erted their powers in season, had they improved 
their precious moments of probatum, all would 
have been well and the prize secure. But it is now 
too late. The door of mercy is shut. And though 
the poor wretched sinner would now give a thou- . 
sand worlds, if he had them, for one hour in which 
be might repent, he is denied the privilege of re- 
. periling forever. 

With such appalling language as this, and more 
to the' utmost stretch of imagination assisted by the 
blindest etithusiasm, the feeble nerves and delicate 
minds of women and children are terrified iitto a 
kind of religious delirium. But surely one plain 
testimony of divine truth removes all those gloomy 
fears. <^ Where sin abounded, grace did mud) more 
abound." 
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But it is not enough that we prove (he proposi- 

tion that, the grace of God revealed in the gospel 

t is sufficient to take away the sin of the world ; it is of 

' stilt greater consequence that the mind should un- 

> derstand the nature of this great truth* For this 

kind of knowledge is that which changes the mind 

from darkness to light, and delivers it from the 

reigning power of sin to the love of holiness and to 

the obedience of the just 

The doctrine of Jesus Christ reveals the divine 
character to the understanding whereby the sinner 
is brought to know God, whom to know is life eter- 
nal ; God is love, and love has the power to trans- 
form the mind into its own image ; God is justice^ 
and justice forms its own character in the heart of 
its moral subject ; God is truth, and truth drives 
out error and takes up its residence in the soul ; 
God is holiness, and holiness washes out every stain 
of sin, and implants in the mind a love to its divin- 
ity. The sinner thus saved, tSus delivered from 
sin is made rationally happy in the enjoyment of 
those moral perfections which are the natural ele- 
ments of a moral being. All that can be termed 
sinfulness is just as contrary to the health of the 
soul, as disorders of the body are to the health of 
the body. And all the salvation which a sick man 
needs is to be delivered from his sickness, and all 
the salvation a sinner ^leeds is to be saved from his 
sins. 

The opinion that a time will ever come when it 
will not be just in the nature of things for a sinner 
to repent, embraces and necessarily implies the ab- 
surdity that it will be just for the sinner to continue 
in sin ! 

But the confimon doctrine of the church contends 
that if men do not repent of their sins in this, life, 
they will not be allowed the privilege of repenting 
in a future state, and therefore must remain sinful 
forever. Now all these notions are the olTpring of 
52 
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imagination, and have no foundation in reason nor 
in the scripture of truth. The gospel was sent into 
tliis world for the purpose of reforming mankind, 
and reconciling the nations to God. It was need- 
ed here, because it is here that naen are sinners. If 
it could be proved that the next state of existence 
is one subject to these moral infirmities, what rea- 
son can there be oifered that their remedy will not 
be found in that state as well as in this. We have 
physicians and medicine in this mortal state, and it 
is thought by some that there are medicines in ev- 
ery chmate sufficient for the disorders of that cli- 
mate. Now if the next state be incident to sick- 
ness and disorders, what reason can there be ofler- 
ed that there will not be physicians and suitable 
medicines in that state to cure those disorders? — 
When the great physician of souls was here on 
earth, he was never known to shun a place because 
sickness or wickedness was there. He, no doubt, 
knew that legions potsessed the man in the country 
of the Gadarines, yet he went there, and there he. 
cast out the devils; and if on the other side <jif 
death liegions of demons possess men no doubt Je- 
sqs will in due time cast them out. 

The hearer is cautioned against supposing that 
-we allow that the next state will be subject to sick- 
ness or to sin ; we distinctly say that the evidence 
of this is wanting both in scripture and reason. 

As the inconveniences of sickness and disorder 
are sufficient to induce the patient to apply to a 
physician^ so the painful infelicities of sin are the 
proper inducements to apply to the spiritual phy- 
sician, whose doctrine is amply efficacious in re- 
moving our sins from us. The supposition that has 
taken the lead of the minds of religious people, 
that it would be desirable to live in sin in this world, 
if it were not that it is so offensive to God, that he 
will punis(h them forever hereafter to show his re- 
sentment, is one of the most pernicious deceptions 
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thai ever darkened the understanding of mankind. 
This deception is the means of continuing people 
in the love of sin. They long to live in it, and 
would without restraint, were it not for this system 
of fear. But it has been fully proved that this ter- 
ror is no real security to a virtuous life. Those who 
are the strongest advocates for this doctrine of tor- 
menting men in another world, because they have 
been sinners here, are, in general, as wicked men as 
any other class. It is true they endeavour to be 
more secret in the practice of vice, but this only 
adds the wickedness of hypocrisy to the rest of 
their sins^ These remarks are by no means di- 
rected against any particular denomination, they 
are designed for general application. The fact is, 
if men are really virtuous, they are so from the love 
they have for the moral principles of our common 
nature ; and we are happy to find some of this des- 
scription among all denominations and in every 
class of citizens. 

It would be most glaringly absurd for one to tell 
a sick man languishing with distressing pain, that as 
there is no penal law by which any punishment can 
be inflicted on him for being sick, he had better not 
send for a physician, nor give himself any trouble 
about recovering his health. A patient who should 
be treated with such communication would surely 
think himself trifled with.- If one who knew the sit- 
uation of the woman, who pressed through the 
crowd to reacJi the garment of Jesus, had told her, 
that no punishment would be inflicted on her if she 
did not go to him, and therefore she might indulge 
in the pleasures of her disorder, would she have 
supposed the person serious ? But this would have 
been no more absurd than it is to tell sinners, that 
if there be no everlasting damnation in the eternal 
world for their sins in this, they may indulge in all 
the pleasures of sin. As sin is a disorder it cer- 
tainly deprives of happiness, and plunges the sinner 
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into misery ; and if there be aoy propriety io urg- 
ing those who are sick to apply to a physician, 
there certainly is the same propriety in urging sin- 
ners to come to Christ, that is, to come to hk <k>c-' 
trine, to his truth, to his spirit. Artd the language 
of the Redeemer's invitation is most reawoaUe ; 
^* Come unto me all ye who labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest." 

The motives which influenced the Dmltitode, 
who thronged Jesus as he went to the house of Jai- 
rus, were no doubt various. Some probably, saw 
Jesus now for the first time, and were highly incit- 
ed with the hope of seeing a miracle wrought. Per- 
haps others were his bitter enemies, and were on 
the look out to discover some fraud or deception 
in the man. Some went in the crowd because oth- 
ers were going, and they went for the sake of the 
company. Some no doubt went from the laudable 
motive of giving their countenance and support to 
the divine teacher in whom they most sincerely he* 
lieved. Some very likely were there who had ex- 
perienced the healing power of the Redeemer, and 
were rejoiced to have an opportunity of seeing a 
miracle of mercy again performed. But among 
the whole there was one distressed woman whose 
mind was far from speculative contemplations. 
She W2is impelled to press through the crowd that 
she might be healed of her own infirmity. 

As it was with the multitude, who, on various oc- 
casions thronged our Saviour in the days of his 
ministry on earth, when some for one motive and 
some for another joined those vast assemblies, so, 
no doubt, it is with those who now assemble where 
the healing doctrine of Jesus is preached. Some 
from curiosity, sonnie from habit, some from fash* 
ion, some to keep the company of others, some we 
hope go because they love the words of everlasting 
Jife, and now and then one, perhaps, who feeling 
the infirmity of their own sinful heart, go wHh a 
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detertnirration to press through every obstacle and 
come to Jesus, who is the way, the truth, and the 
life ; who is the fountain opened for sin and un- 
ekanness. 

While delivering this course of lectures your 
tervaot has often thought of the possible motives 
which occasioned such uncommon assemblies to 
crowd every part of this house, and a hope has been 
entertained that among the many, a few, at least, 
were striving to find him of whom Moses in the 
laWi and the prophets did write. A fervent desire 
has been exercised that the doctrine of our blessed 
Bedeemer might be held up to the view of the 
hearers, that they might reach forth the hand of 
faith and lay hold on the hope which is set before 
them. 

Being taught by the Saviour, we did not indulge 
in an expectation that the word of truth would be 
received and kept by all who heard it. Jesus re* 
presented the success of his own preaching by tbie 
instructive parable of the sower, who went forth to 
sow ; <^ and as he sowed some seeds fell by the way- 
side, and the fowls came and devoured them up. 
Some fell upon stony places, where they had not 
much^arth; and forthwith they sprang up, because 
they had no deepness of earth, and when the sun 
was up they were scorched ; and because they 
bad no root they withered away. And some fell 
among thorns ; and the thorns sprang up and choked ^ 
them. But others fell into good ground, and brought 
forth fruit, some an hundred fold, some sixty fold, 
some thirty fold.^ If such has been the suecess of 
those feeble efforts made to propagate the gospel 
of the kingdom in this place, surely we have reason 
to be thankful to the Lord of the vineyard. If 
while the enemies of the word have, like the birds 
iii the parable, taken away that which was sown in 
the heart, if while the spirit of persecution agitating 
the tongue of censure has caused many to shrink 
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from a steady perseverance in what they gladly 
received, if while the cares of the world, the deceit- 
fulness of riches^ and the lust of other things have, 
like thorns, sprang up and choked the word in 
some, others have received it in good and honest 
hearts, have retained the precious grain, and 
brought forth fruit to the honour of God, our la- 
bours have not been in vain, our exertions are 
amply rewarded. 

This last, of the course of lectures proposed for 

gublication, in its conclusion, will call on all who 
ear, to form the resolution whicjh enabled the wo- 
man to press through the crowd and come to Jesus, 
and come to him likewise. That is, that you strive 
to the utmost of your well directed abilities and 
means to come to the knowledge of the Saviour's 
doctrine. 

Is it not the case with many, as it was with the 
woman, have you not spent much and suffered ma- 
ijy things of those " physicians of no value," who 
have endeavoured to heal you with the doctrines 
and commandments of men ? and do you not find 
that after all you are none the better? Have you 
found peace in believing that our heavenly Father 
has elected some to everlasting life, and reprobated 
the rest to endless woe ? Have you found that aU 
your plague is healed by fancying that you are 
elected unto life eternal, while your companions 
and children may be devoted to everlasting sor- 
row ? Can such medicine as this make you perfect- 
ly whole. No, but in the bitterness of your souls, 
when you look on your little ones, and believe that 
they are exposed to endless ruin, you cry out as 
Abraham did, ^^ O that Ishmael might live before 
the Lord." Come then, my fmends, to the peace- 
ful doctrine of Jesus, who took little children in his 
arms and blessed them, aYid said, ^^ of such is the 
kingdom of heaven." O the peace there is in be- 
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lieving this testimony ? It overcomes the plague of 
unbelief, and fills the heart with joy. 

Can you find any real relief from the power of a 
carnal heart, by believing that your immortal state 
depends on your own good works in this imperfect 
state ? Do you feel whole from all your plagues 
by believing in this prevailing doctrine which rests 
the weight of eternity on the imperfect works of 
mortality and time ? This doctnne of human con- 
trivance, always associates the " heart-chilling" 
doctrine of endless misery for those who come 
short of their duty, with every pleasing prospect 
of a world of joy for those who by their good 
works win the immortal prize. This doctrine as 
well as that of election and reprobation makes an 
eternal separation between those of the most en- 
dearing connexions on earth. Why is there so 
much mourning, so much gloominess on the coun- 
tenances of those who hope to gain immortal glory 
by their works ? Is it because they have pressed 
through the supei'stitions of the church and caught 
hold of the garment of the Saviour ? No, this 
is not the case. They have endeavoured to mend 
their own garments, and they find the rent is' 
continually growing worse. Let such come tp 
to the Saviour's doctrine, and believe that the gift 
of liod is eternal life, and they shall find peace in 
believing and joy in the Holy Ghost. 

Nothing short of that which God has implanted 
in the soul can satisfy the mind. The apostle says ; 
the word is nigh thee, even in thy heart and in thy 
mouth, the word of faith which we preach. This 
word of faith is the gift of God, which is eternal 
life in .Jesus ; and nothing short of this can satisfy 
the mind. While we oppose this principle we op- 
pose our own happiness ; and while we shut one 
individual of the human family away from this 
word of life, we bring death to our own souls in so 
doing. 
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Some are embarrassed with one doctrine and 
some with another, that they are presented from 
coming to the doctrine of Jesus. Many, very many^ 
are striving to feed on the busks that the unclean 
eat, and negJect to come to Christ. The vanities 
of youth» the pride and fashions of the age keep 
thousands back from coming to the purifying reli- 
gion ot Jesus ; and yet his willing, his gracious arms 
are extended, as in the last day, that great day of 
the feasf, when he stood and cried, '^ If any man 
thirst let him come to me and drink.** 

To conclude — My christian friends, I feel it ray 
duty as well as a pleasure, when I reflect on the 
more than ordinary attention which you have paid 
to these lectures, and the liberal patronage with 
which you have favoured their publication, to ten- 
der you my most grateful acknowledgments. And 
while I am constrained deeply to regret that my 
labours should come so short of the great subjects 
on which I have treated, I humbly prostrate my 
soul before God, and implore his forgiveness in 
every particular wherein I have erred through ig* 
norance or infirmity ; and earnestly entreat that 
these feeble efforts may be attended with the bles- 
sing of him who fed thousands of men, women and 
children with so small a portion. And to his name 
alone be all the glory. — Amen. 
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A SERMON. 



Psalms, viii, 4. 

W IfBAt IS MAVy THAT THOO ART Mf ND^Ut OF tflM ?** 



N. 



O subject to which the intelligeDt mind of matt 
could be directed for contemplation, has a higher 
claim on our candor and impartial investi^tioti^ 
than the important itiquiry, couched in the languagfc 
of the pious Esalmist, and selected as the founda- 
tion of this discourse. The Psalmist seems to 
have been engaged in devout meditation upon thfe 
grandeur of the heavens, where worlds revolve o^er 
vrorlds— where systems in countless succession 
display their shining train, and invite the mind to 
a Gotitemplation upon the sublime majesty, and in- 
finite perfections of their divitie Author. The iiw 
spired penman, views with admiration the gtitter- 
iog lamps of the nocturnal sky, and attributes the 
silver brightness of * the queen of nighfto the wf>- 
dom of jfehovab as the ordaining cause. While 
contemplating the immensity of the works of Gqdy 
and beholding the order and harmony of innumer- 
able planets that revolve in vast expanse ; he titfns 
to consider the intellectual family, as scattered 
over the face of the whole earth, and inquires with 
rapturous astonishment, ** What is man, that thou 
art mindful of him V^ The important inquiry be- 
fore us, when duly attended to, and properly pur- 
sued in the light of reason and revelation, will be 
seen to embrace all that pertains to our present en-^ 
joymenti and future felicity. 
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The capacious mind of this eminent servant of 
God, could not be satisfied with being confined to 
any particular portion of the human race, but like 
the spirit of divine benevolence which dictated the 
inquiry before us, he extended his views to the 
whole family of man : and with equal solicitude to 
understand the destiny of the whole posterity of 
Adam, he inquires in the appropriate language of 
our text; *' What is man^ihat thou art mindful of 
him ?" This portion of the divine oracle, cannot 
&il to interest the feelings, and arrest the serious 
and devout attention of the candid of every name» 
since allj without distinction of sect or opinion, are 
equally concerned in the issue of the grand question. 
To become acquainted with ourselves in our re* 
spective relations, was regarded by the celebrated 
Foetf as a knowledge of primary importance.— 
Hence his sage advice ; ^* know then diyself, pre- 
sume not God to scan ; the prc^r study of man- 
kind, is man/' To this we may add the philo* 
sophical decision of the celebrated Locke~*'the 
greatest study of man, is sci/.^* 

In the illustration of this important subject it is 
requisite to keep constantly in view one point which 
the inspired penman introdjuces as a sentiment uni- 
versally acknowledged, and necessarily connected 
with the belief of a divine intelligence ; to wit^ 
That God is mindful of his intelligent o&pring. 

In order that we^may derive useful instruction 
from this all important subject, permit me to en- 
treat of you to lay aside all prejudice ; to divest 
yourselves of all predilectioa for the opinions of 
men, and attend critically to the evidences that may 
be adduced in support of the arguments that I shatt 
propose in the process of this discourse. 

No rational being can expect to derive any ad» 
vantage from error, since it is the truiJb alone th^ 
maketb free. Every religious sentiment that is 
offered to the public, should be brought to the 
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standard of divine truth for the trial of its correct- 
ness. We are not authorised to receive the opin- 
ions, doctrines, or commandments of men, unless 
they arc amply supported by the voice of divine re- 
yelation. " To the law and to the testimony^ if 
they speak not according to this word, it is because 
there is no light in them." The only indulgence 
which I Solicit in the investigation of the important 
and highly interesting question before us, is, that 
you would with impartial candor, compare every 
sentiment and argument that shall be otiVred for 
your consideration with the Scriptures of divine 
inspiration — the infallible word of Him w ho cannot 
lie. The subject selected tor consideration, natur- 
ally presents itself to the mind under the five folio w- 
ing inquiries : 

1st. What is man, as he stands in relation to 
the earth ? 

2nd. What is man, as he stands in relation to 
God? 

3rd. What is man, as he stands in relation to 
the law of God ? 

4th. What is man, as he istands In relation to 
the Gospel ? 

5th. What is man, as he stands in relation to 
a fixed, final, and endless state ? 

Our first inquiry leads to the consideration of 
what man is, in his earthly relation The Psalmist 
directs our minds to the general inquiry, by using 
the oame of the species to which we belong in an 
unrestrained sense : Hence in this relation, the 
situation of one, is that of the whole. In our earth. 
ly relation, we find ourselves possessed of certain 
passions which frequendy mislead the understand- 
ing and obscure the light of reason in our research. 
cs after that knowledge which is the health of the 
soul. Our natural propensities lead us in pursuit 
o( earthly enjoyments, and the sublunary pleasures 
of this world. From the elements of which our 
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bodies are composed, we inherit all thoaecomipt* 
ible passions and appetites,which to use the phrase^ 
ology of the apostle James, characterizes us *^ earth- 
ly, sensual, and devilish^'' * These earthly propen- 
sities wage war with the virtuous indinati<H)s of 
the mind, and are what the apostle denominated 
*^a law in the members, warring against the law of the 
mind, and bringing'' their possessor *' into captivi- 
ty to the law of sin which is in the members;** 
and designates the whole human species, as ^* the 
creature that was made subject to vanity ; not vfill^ 
ingfyy but by reason of him who hath subjected the 
same in hope.** 

The creature thus subjected, becomes the slave 
of pride, which gives rise toother and more malignant 
passions of the human heart ; is led astray from 
the path of innocence, and involved in the labyrinth 
of disb'ipation, sorrow, affliction, and wo. Again : 
Man in his earthly relation, is the production of 
the elements^and therefore subject to laws of nature. 
These elements in their compound state, are, and 
always have been subject to changes : Nay ; they 
must have undergone the change from a simplt to 
a compound state, in the composition of all organic 
bodirs. The chymical powers of nature,by which 
elementary bodies are composed and decomposed^ 
have been in operation ever since the sublime man* 
date was uttered, *' let there be light.*? From the 
account with which we are furnished by the Hebrew 
lawgiver, the animal kingdom were destined by the 
wise counsel of Jehovah to subsist upon the veg- 
etable: Hence icfoUows,thata^^f(;/2/r^(m of bodies 
made up of the elements was the appoinment of 
God. By what means the supposition, that -the 
decomposition of human bodies was vl penal pun» 
ishment threatened against the first transgression ^ 
ever obtained credence in the christian church, is 
indeed mysterious. The denunciation of the great 
Supreme, annexed to the prohibition of the tree of 
knowledge of ^ood and evily was, *' in the day th at 
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thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.»^ Not In 
some other 4ay^^\x% i^dam wc arc informed, lived 
nin^ hundred and thifty.yfrars^ ^ence it could not 
be the dissolution of the iorpoml nature to which 
reference was had, but mu^t b^e of a spiritual na- 
ture, relating to the mind. 

An example for the illustration of this subject, 
may be seen in the eptstle to the Ephesians, second 
chapter. ^^ And 3rou hath he quickened, who were 
4ecul in trespasses and sin." Again : ^' But God 
who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith 
he loved us, even when we were dead in sins, hath 

Quickened us together with Christ." 7 his is thfc 
eath which the apostle testified to the Romans, is 
the vjages of sin. We must therefore seek for the 
cause of organic dissolution elsewhere. The truth 
in this cfise 13 easy of comprehension; God was 
pleased to bestow on man ^ mortal constitution, 
and make him dependent on the fruits of the earth 
for hb present support. These fruits^ like the 
bodies they were designed to nourish and support^ 
were perishable. Now, had Adam been immortal, 
he could have derived no support from the veget- 
able kingdom; inasmuch as immateriality cannot 
feed on matter. It is therefore obvious from the 
coimtitution of our nature, that its dissolution was 
^mended by the Creator. Hence Job; speaking of 
man, in his address to Jehovah, saith — >** his days 
are determined, the number of his months are with 
thee, thou hast appointed \i\%bo^ds that he cannot 
pass;— as the waters fail** (Aat are separated) 
'^from the sea, and the flood decayeth and dryeth 
up ; *so man lieth down, and riseth not : Till the 
heavens he nomore,they shall notawake^,norbe rais- 
ed out of their sleep." And again ; ^*all the days 
of my appointed time will I wait, till my change 
coipie." Thus we see that man, in his earthly re- 
l^ion, is the subject of want, of disappointment^ 
of pain, misery, and death. «— The being of an hour. 
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the creature of a day, and destined to the confines 
of the grave. Mortality is indelibly stamped upon 
every thing below the skies, ** and there is no dis- 
charge in this war.'' What a melancholy picture 
of our race ! Is there no brighter shade in the 
character of man, when viewed in his earthly rela- 
tion ? Yes; man is the noblest work of God here 
below — The diadem, or crown of the animated 
kingdom — The king and lord of all the earth — The 
image and likeness of the great Creator, and des* 
tined by the counsel of Heaven to have dominion 
over all the world. For saith the Psalmist, **thott 
hast made him a little lower than the angels, and 
hast crowned him with glory and honor. Thoa 
madest him to have dominion over the works of 
thy hands; thou hast put all things under his feet: 
All sheep and oxen, yea, and the beasts of the field ; 
the fowls of the air, and the fi&h of the sea, and 
whatsoever passeth through the paths of the seas.** 
Having thus briefly treated of man in his earthly- 
relation, and shown from the divine testimony his 
superiority over the various tribes of dissimilar 
beings that inhabit the globe; together with the 
certain destiny that awaits all his posterity ; 
we pass to the 

2nd division of our subject, and inquire, ** What 
is man," as he stands in relation to God? That 
man bears some kind of relation to the Supreme 
Being, will not be disputed : And to ascertain by 
the light of reason and revelation what that relation 
is, will be one grand object of our present labors. 
I propose to show, by the assistance of divitic truth, 
that man is a child of God, in four senses: 1. By 
creation : 2. By providence : 3. By redemption : 
and 4. By inheriting the divine nature. 

1. That all men are the workmanship of the di- 
vine hand, the production of infinite power and 
goodness, is a proposition which is approbated by 
reason^ and amply supported by the divine oracle. 
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Every man, by the exercise of his reason, may de* 
monstrate that he has been produced by some cause 
independent of himself : For it must be self-evident 
to every reflecting mind, that no being can act be- 
fore he enjoys existence; and is therefore incapa.. 
We of any exertion, and wholly passive in the great 
work of hia creation. 

When we contemplate a piece of machinery; 
for instance a clock ; and view its various, but har- 
monious powers ; the regularity of its motions ; 
and the effect that is produced thereby ; to wit, 
the division of time into equal parts : The mind 
instantaneously acknowledges a design in the con- 
struction of its several parts-^and if design be ac- 
knowledged, there must be a designer* And can 
we view the beautiful structure of the human body, 
and contemplate its various powers ; their perfect 
adaption to activity, pleasure, and improvement, 
and not discover the most profound wisdom and 
intelligence in its construction ? Who can con* 
template his own limbs, which are constructed for 
flexibility and agility ; or the mechanism of the eye, 
whose pupil contracts and dilates at pleasure for 
the admission of a greater or less number of the 
rays of light at the same time, and is so perfecdy 
adapted to the contemplation of objects, whether 
they be small or great, near or more remote ; and 
withold the most unequivocal acknowledgement of 
a wise and benevolent design in their formation I 
If such an one could be found, the most favorable 
apology that charity could suggest, would be that 
of a disordered intellect. Every thing therefore, 
which we behold in nature, and especially the in- 
tellectual family, bears the impress of a divine 
hand ; and evinces the designs, of infinite wisdom 
in their contrivance. The scriptures also, are re- 
markably clear in the support of this truth. Moses 
testified, that ^* God created man in his ov)n image, 
in the image of God created he him, male and fe- 

B 
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^alc created he them."- Gen. i. 27. Thcproph^ 
Malachi instructed the antient covenant people^ 
that they had all one Father ; that one God had 
<;reatecl them. Mai. ii. 16. 

St. Paul annouHces to the idolatrous Athenians^ 
that God " hath made of one blood all nations of 
men for to dwell on all th« fece the earth.'* 

But from the apocalypse of St. John, we learn 
that when the four and twenty elders prostrated 
themselves before the radient throne of the Most 
Holy> they testified, — ** Thou art worthy, O Lord, 
to receive glory, and honor, and power ; for thou 
hast Created all things, and for thy pleasure they 
are and were createci. Rev. iv. 11. We may, then 
with the utmost safety address the the language of 
the Saviour to the whole intellectual &mily ; ** one 
is your Father which is in Heaven^ --and aU ye aiie 
brethren." Matt, xxiii. 8^ 9. 

2. God is equally the Father of all men by the 
extension of his providential bounty, as by the ex« 
ercise of his power in their creation : For whereso- 
ever we turn our eyes, we are made to witness the 
exuberance of his goodness* The dewy clouds 
drop down fatness from above, and the earth be- 
neath abounds with pjenty. ** The cattle upon a 
thousand hills are his," and the fullness of the earth 
is at his disposal. All Heaven is suspended be- 
neath his throne, and all beings here below are de- 
pendent upon his pleasure. He reigns with abso^ 
lute controul from the rising of the sun, to the ut- 
most bounds of the everlasting hills. The pious 
Psalmist in his address to God, has beautifully ex- 
pressed the dependence of man, and the universal 
care, and fullness of divine providence, adapted to 
their wants: ** The eyes of all wait upon thee; and 
thou givest them their meat in due season. Thou 
openest thine hand, and satisficst the desire of 
every living thing. '* Psalms cxlv. 15, 16. 

The lectures of God's providence instruct us in 
his equal goodness : *• For he causeth his sun to 
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rise on the evil and on the good, and srndcth rainJ 
on the just and on the unjust**' T^us are we 
Urught, both by reason and re^elationfj to behold 
Him in his providence^ as the Father of the ivbole^ 
fraternity of man. Well might the sweet singer 
in Israel exclaim, " day unto day uttereth speech,, 
and night unto night shewetb knowledge. There 
is no speech nor language, where their voice is not 
heard. Their line is gone out through all the earth, 
and their V9ord& to the end of the world." Psalmil 
xix. 2, 3, 4, 

3. All men may with equal propriety, be consid- 
ered as the children of God by redemption. The 
consideration of ^e universal and infinite goodness 
of the Creator, a^cknowledged by^all christians ; 
yea, by all nations ; affords data from which we 
may reasonably infer, that if any of the human 
family are redeemed, or ransomed by the blood of 
Christ, every son and daughter of the Adamic fam- 
ily are redeemed in the same way and by the sam€ 
means : For **God is no respecter of persons.''— 
Add to tl>e reasonableness of the case,the abundant 
testimony with which we are furnished from the 
scriptures, and no unprejudiced mind will be left 
in doubt respecting its extensibility. The evan- 
gelical prophet hath so clearly pointed out the situa- 
tion of the sinful family, and the means of their re- 
covery, that it is worthy of special regard. " All 
we like sheep have gone astray ; we have turned 
every one to his own way ; and God h^^h laid on 
him the iniquity of us all. He was woutiS^^ for 
our transgression8,he was bruised for our iniqunies ; 
the chastisement of our peace was upon him ; and 
with his stripes we are healed. He shall see of the 
travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied ; by his 
knowledge shall my righteous servant justify 
many ; for he shall bear their iniquities.*' Isaiah 
lii. 5, 6, 11. 

This account is abundantly corroborated by the 
testimony of the apostles, Su Paul, in his epistle 
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to Timothy , uses the most plain,unainbiguous form 
of words : ** There is one God, and one Mediator 
between God and men, the man Christ Jcsos ; who 
gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due 
time." 1st Tim. ii. 5, 6. The apostle John ex- 
presses this truth in language equally easy of coa- 
prehension : ^* We have an advocate with the Fa- 
ther, Jesus Christ the righteous ; and he is the pro- 
pitiation for our sins ; and not for ours only, but 
also for the sins for the whole world." 1st John, ii, 
i, 2. Hence saith the apostle Peter, " Ye were not 
redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and 
gold.— But with the precious blood of Christ, as of 
alamb without blemish and without spot; Who wa» 
verily fore- ordained before theWoundatioii of the 
world, but was manifested in these last times for 
you.'^ 1st Pet. i. 18, 19, 20. Thus it is clear 
jfrom the divine testimony, that all men are the raa- 
somed of the Lord Jesus Christy and in that sense 
^rc the children of God. 

4 That all mankind are his children by inherit- 
ing the ^/v/W nature, is a truth, capable of the most 
ample support frbm the word of God,and the dictates 
of enlightened reason. That man is an intellectual 
being, needs no proof ; for it is a fact self evident. 
From whence then, has he derived his intelligence ? 
He has certainly been dependent upon some being 
CT property for this noble and distinguishing ingre- 
dient of our nature. He must either have received 
it from the subtle properties of matter, or it must 
have been implanted in him by the skillful hand of 
his Creator, if it were the production of elements, 
why cannot the chymist by a combination of matte;r, 
moisture and heat, produce thiseflFect ? The truth 
is, matter is unintelligent : It is capable of all man- 
ner of form, but cannot produce an efiect so entire- 
ly diflPerent from,and independent of itself. An easy 
illustration of this fact, may be obtained by consult- 
ing the history of man's formation, as recorded in 
Gen. 2nd chapter, **And the Lord God formed 
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man of the dast of the ground, and breathed into 
his hostrils the breath of life ; and man became a 
living soul.*' Here we are taught that the body 
was composed of matter, and that organization was 
complete ; yet there was not life— But when God 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of Hje ; then^ 
and not //// theh, man became a Ihing soul. 

From this it is easy to discover, that as God is 
the fountain of life, it was necessary to impart a 
portion of that life, to complete the constitution of 
intelligent beings : For it would be worse than 
idleness to contend that the inflation of the lungs 
with common air would produce life and intelli- 
gence ; for in that case every one who should die 
among his friends might be restored to life by in- 
flating the lungs with air ; which would be an easy 
process ! 

But we have further evidence to prove that th e 
soul is a distinct principle from the body, in 1st 
Kings 17ih chapter r Where we are informed that 
the son of the widow of Zarephath, with whom 
the prophet Elijah sojourned, ft 11 ihe victim to 
death : And this eminent servant of the Lord, took 
the child from.that disconsolate mother, laid it upon 
his own bed, ** and cried unto the Lord, and said, 
O Lord my God, I pray thee, let this child's soul 
come into him again. And the Lord heard the 
voice of Elijah ; and the soul of the child came in- 
to him again, and he revived." Nothing is plain- 
cr than that the soul or spirit is a distinct principle, 
capable of a separation from the body ; and \\i^%' 
such separation <iid really take place in the widow's 
son, is evident beyond controversy, from the cir- 
cumstance of its returning or cogiing into him a- 
gain, as here related. The testimony of Solomon 
is an additional proof of a divine principle in man : 
Sipeaking of the dissolution of the body, he uses the 
following language : ** Then shall the dust return 
to the earth as it was ; and the spirit shall return 
unto God who gave it/' Eccl. xii. 7. Elihu also 
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saith, ^^ There is a spirit in man ; and the inspiratioii 
of the Almighty giveth them understanding." Job 
xxxii. 8. Moses, in addressing the divine Being, 
Calls him ^'the God of the spirits of all flesh.*' 
Num. xvi. 22. And St. Paul testified that man is 
** the offspring of God ;*• that God is " the Father 
of spirits.'' Acts xvii. 29. Heb. xii. 9. 

These scriptures afford the clearest evidence in 
confirmation of that for which we contend ; to wit, 
that all men are the children of God, by inheriting 
the divine nature. This is the principle in man 
that raises him above the level of the brutal creation, 
renders him the subject of command, and capable 
of moral instruction and improvement. This also 
is the noble and living pnnciple within us, that 
cannot feed upon the sublunary enjoyments of this, 
world, or be satisfied with earthly good. The only- 
food that can satisfy or give divine support to this,. 
is the bread of God that comes down from Heaven,^ 
«nd giveth life unto the world. 

We shall now pass to the 3rd general inquiry ; 
** What is man,'' as he stands in relation to the iavy 
of God ? In relation to the law of God, man is a 
being of obligation : For the law is an obligation 
to duty ; or a rule directing the government of our 
thoughts, ivards^ and actions, as intelligent beings. 
This law has God for its author, and embraces in 
the extended sphere of its obligations the whole 
family of man. Without a law, man would be in- 
capable of sinning : ** For where no law is, there is 
no transgression." But from the writings of St. 
Paul, we learn that ^' all have sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God : As it is written, there 
is none righteous, no, not one : There is none that 
understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. 
They are all gone out of the way,they are together 
become unprofitable ; there is none that doeth good, 
no,not one. There throat isanopen sepulchre ; widi 
their tongues they have used deceit ; the poison of 
asps is under their lips : Whose mouth is full of 
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liursing apcl bitterness! Their feet are swift ttf 
shed bilood. Destruction and misery are in their 
ways ; and the w^ of peace have they not known. 
Now we know that what things soever the law 
saith, it saith to them who are under the law ; that 
every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may 
become guilty before God«" Rom. 3rd chapter. 
From this portion of the divine oracle /it is plain that 
the law of God took cognizance of the. whole pos« 
terity of Adam : That they were all under its juris- 
di<^tion— That all. had transgressed its command* 
ments^and were consequently under its curse : For 
^ cursed is every one that continueth not in all 
things which are written in the book of the law to 
do them.'* 

Having ascertained that all men are sinners*^ 
That in their relation to the Ij^w they are all under 
the sentence of condemnation— That the thunder 
of Mount Sinai denounces judgment upon all our 
guilty race— That darkness covers the earth, and 
gross darkness the people : It may be useful to in« 
quire after the magnitude of sin. It is doubtless 
ivell understood by this audience, that all who con««, 
tend for the doctrine of endless suffering, suppose 
that sin is an infinite evil ; and that upon the sup* 
position of the infinite criminality and turpitude of 
sin, the doctrine of interminable conden^nation i% 
predicated. If this supposition could be support- 
ed by reason or revelation, it would equally mil- 
itate against the salvation of evey son and daughter 
of Adam : For ** He shall reward every man ac- 
cording to his works." Matt. xvi. 27. 

If sin therefore, be an infinite evil, and every 
man shall be rewarded according to his works, the 
* conclusion is unavoidable, that all men shall suffer 
an infinite or endless punishment ; for this plain 
reasori— ♦* All have sinned, and come short of the 
glory of God.'' Rom. iii. 23. But let us be a lit- 
tie more particular : Has sin existed from eternity ? 
^i)\2X is, without begining) no one supposes that 
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it has : Then it is net infinite in the duration of its 
existence. Again: Is not sin^the act of a finite 
being-- Of a being limited in alt the faculties- of his 
mind ? All will admit that it is : Then let me 
ask, how can infinite cause produce an infinite ef- 
fect? These queries are designed to assist the 
mind, in discovering the origin of sin, and to show 
that it is limited to the finite circle of the human 
understanding. 

If sin were infinite, the Deity dould not have a 
sphere to occupy above it : And to talk of destroy- 
ing that which is equal to himself, (which sin must 
be if it is infinite) would be the very height of ab- 
surdity I It is said that sin is infinite because it is 
committed against an infinite law ; but this is 
equally destitute of evidence for its support. The 
only reason that can be urged in fiivor of the law's 
being infinite, is, that it has an infinite Being for 
its author, who is God : But has not man the samt 
Being for his author ? And shall we contend that 
man is an injinite beings because God is bis author^ 
We inquire further- -has not the insect that floats 
in a drop of water; or the microscopic insect, 
whose dwelling is in the cavity of a particle of sand^ 
been produced by the same Being ? And can any 
pretences to reason, justify the conclusion that m- 
sects are infinite beings?* Yet the same argument 
that is urged to prove that the law is infinite, a^ 
clearly proves that insects^ beasts^ and vegetables arc 
infinite. Having as I trust sufficiently exposed the 
fallacy of the argument to prove the infinite magni- 
tude of sin ; I will offer a few remarks, with which 
I shall close this division of our subject. 

Nothing can be a law to man, fof the regulation 
of his conduct, which he has not a Rapacity to com-* 
prebend. Man is a being possessed of a limited 
capacity, and therefore it requires, that a law should 
be adapted to the finite powers of his understand- 
ing ; which law, is comprised in the knowledge 
that every man possesses of moral right : This law 
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jMTcAibitscvcry exercise injurious tooursclvcs,of our 
fellow. creatures; and strongly inculcates theimpor- 
tant injunction, ^* to do justly, to love mercy, and 
to walk' humbly with God." It discovers that the 
magnitude of crime is in proportion to the knowl- 
edge possessed by the actor ; and thus happily a- 
voids the absurdity of the conclusion, that all sins 
are the same of magnitude ; which the supposition 
of sin's being infinite, nece«sarfly involves. 

The 4th inquiry embraced in pur subject, pre- 
sents itself for our consideration : ** What is man,'* 
as he stands in relation to the Gospel I In order 
that our minds may be prepared for a profitable in* 
▼estigation of this important question, it is expedU 
ent that we become acquainted with what is in- 
tended by the term gospel. It is a Saxon word, 
and is the same with the Latin hangelium^ and sig- 
nifies glad tidings or good news, it was revealed 
for the instruction of all mankind, and addressed to 
every creature, in the apostolicT mission : " Go ye 
into all the world and preach the Gospel to every 
creature,'* was the mandate of the Saviour. This 
gospel was from heaven, to denote its purity. It 
was proclaimed by angels at the entry of the Prince 
of life, in whom all its promises centre for their 
fulfilment. ^^ Behold, I bring joxxgood tidings of 
gre^t jcy^ which shall be to all peoplcy^^ was the 
celestial theme of the heavenly messengers. 

Again : The gospel, according to St. Paul, was 
summarily comprised in the promise made to the 
patriarch Abraham : ^* In thee shall all nations he 
blessed.'' This promise, the apostle informs us 
was not made to seeds ^ as of many ; ^^ but— to thy 
seed J which is Christ." Gal. iii. 8, 16. And that 
it equally regards all ihe families and kindreds of 
the earth, may be seen by consulting Gen. xii. 3. 
and Acts iii. 25. 

We may therefore affirm, that in relation to the 
gospel, all men are the ^' prisoners of hope ;" and 

C 
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as such, arc commanded to ** flee to thtf strong 
hold,'"* — That they are the objf*cts of divine benev- 
olence, and the subjects of a glorious promise ; in 
which is embraced '* the sure mercies of David.'* 
The Tjetv and better covenant, like the good Sa- 
maritan, embraces man in the most deplorable state 
to which sin has reduced him : It administers the 
cil and whie of consolation to his wounded spirit, 
and salutes him wiihthe welcome sound of glad 
tidings ; even ** peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ/' It points him to ** the Lamb of 
God, that taketh away the sin of the world !" To 
"the blood— that cleanseth from all sin !" It brings 
life and immortality to light, — kindles the latent 
spark of hope, and fans them to the flame of assur- 
ance ! In short ; mjn, as he stands in relation to 
the gospel, is ** freely justified through the redemp- 
tion that is in Jesus Christ.'* Rom iii. ^4. He 
is the heir of a divine inheritance, according to the 
promise of Him that cannot lie ; even the inherit- 
ance that is " incorruptable and undtfiled, that 
fadeth not away." In this relation,he is subjected 
in hope of deliverance from the bondage of corrupt- 
ion, into the glorious liberty of the children of God. 

I would still pursue this inquiry, bat lest we 
should be led to anticipate too fully our last pro- 
position, I shall suspend farther labors upon this 
important section, and pass to the 

5th and last division of our subject, and invite 
your impartial attention to the decision of the grand 
question, ** what is man," as he stands in relation 
to a fixed, final, and endless state ? In relation to an 
endless state, man ij> either the subject of endless 
misery^ the subject of annihilation^ or the subject 
of salvation. And first, we shall lead to the inter- 
esting inquiry, whether man ts^ or is not the sub- 
ject of endless condemnation. We have before 
shown that the gospel was designed to disclose the 
inheritance of man according to the promise : That 
it was addressed to every creature ; and signified 
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good news or glad tidings. That it rebtcs t<?«&n^ 
the destinies of a future state, cannot be denied, 
since **/(/<? and immortaliiy are brought to light by 
the gospel." 2nd Tim. i. 10. 

Let us be careful here, not to mistake : The 
gospel is glad tidings^ or good news ; it is address- 
ed to all men^ and makes known the destinies of 
the future existence. Now if. endless misery be 
the destiny of any portion of the human race in the 
future existence ; could the gospel^ which makes 
them acquainted with their doom, he good news to 
them ? Is it possible for any rational creature to 
suppose that this is the ^^gaod tidings of great 
joy'* which the angel proclaimed to all people ?^^ 
Your speaker is satisfied that no one, who will can- 
didly reflect on this subject, will decide in favor of 
interminable misery's bting good news to any man ; 
much less to the unfortunate victims of its merci- 
less pains ! Again : We are commanded in the 
gospel to love our enemies, and to pray for them : 
Now suppose that all our enemies were the subjects 
of never-ending punishment; would our love to 
them, which is enjoined by the gospel, lead us to 
rejoice in their misery ? Or can love delight in the 
misery of its object ? We will bring this to the 
strictest trial : ** God is love.'* Now if it can be 
proved that God delights in the misery of his crea- 
tures, it will appear consistent for us to rejoice in 
their misery also. But we have the fullest evidence 
in Esekiel, 18th chapter, that he hath ''no pleas* 
ure in the deatlt of him that dieth :" And in Lam. 
iii. 33. that **he doth not afflict willingly nor 
grieve the children of men.** No man can, there- 
fore, rejoice in the misery of his fellow- creatures 
until he ceases tp love them ; for love implies a 
disposition to communicate happiness. 

Having as I trust shown that the doctrine of in- 
terminabu^suffering, is not an article imposed by 
the gospel for the faith of the creature, I shall now 
consider some of the evidences on which its advo^ 
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•atbs^lace their principle dependance, for the sup« 
port of this system. The word everlastings appli* 
ed to punishment, in Matt. 25th chapter, last para* 
graph, is urged as substantial proof. The para* 
graph in which the word stands connected with 
punishment, as here quoted, confines the reward 
there mentioned, to the time of the Saviour's com- 
ing, which he taught his disciples was at hand.— 
** When the Son of man shall come,— then shall he 
sit upon the throne of his glory, and before him 
shall be gathered all nations," &c. To ascertain 
the particular time when this event should take 
place, the hearer is refered to the 16th chapter, two 
last verses : *> For the Son of man shall come in 
the glory of his Father, with his angels ; and then 
shall he reward every man according to his works. 
Verily I say unto you, there be some standing here 
which shall not taste of death, till they see the Son 
of man coming in his kingpom." 

Nothing can be more evident, than that the time 
of the Saviour's coming, was confined to the apos- 
tolic age ; and that the reward mentioned in the^ 
passages, was to be administered when be came. 
By carefully reading the 24th chapter, you will find 
the same truth set forth, and clearly cxplahied by 
the Saviour himself. Hence we learn, that the 
punishment here spoken of, was to take place on 
the earth ; and in the days of the generation in 
which he lived. The word everlasting is of the 
same import with the word forever ; and in the 
original, is derived from it. It signifies lasting for 
every or for an age: It is thus rendered by Grecian 
Lexicographers : An age, ^ dispensation, one's 
age, a man's life, the world, &c. 

We will now cite a few examples firom scripture, 
shewing the use of this word. ** I went down to 
the bottoms of the mountains, the earth with her 
bars was about me lorever.** Jonah ii. 6. Here the 
word is used to denote the spacp oi three days^ and 
three nights. The land of Canaan was given to 
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the children of Israel, for an everlasting possession* 
Gen. xvil 8. and xlviii. 4. This could have no 
reference to ^Juture existence; nor even to the 
V)b<de duration of' their continuance upon earth; 
for they have long since been deprived of that in- 
heritance. Again : The priesthood of Aaron and 
his sons, was denominated an everlasting priest- 
hood. Exodus xl. 15. Num. xxv. 13. The cove- 
nant of circumcision was called an everlasting cove- 
nant. Gen. xvii. 13. Numerous other examples 
might be quoted, such as the everlasting doors^ 
hillsy and hwuntains ; but it is presumed that these 
are sufficient, to satisfy the candid hearer, that the 
doctrine of unlimited punishment. cannot be sup- 
ported from the use of the word everlasting. 

Perhaps it may be urged by some, that the hap- 
piness of the righteous stands or falls upon the 
same foundation ; being supported by the same 
word : But this is a mistake — We read in Isa. 45th 
chapter, that they *' shall not be ashamed nor con- 
founded world without end.** We also read of an 
endless life. Heb. vii. 16. No expressions like 
these arc applied to sin or misery in any part of the 
scriptures : And if it were a truth, imposed as an 
article of the christian faith, it is but reasonable to 
suppose that it would have been expressed in terms 
unequivocal. I have fully shewn under our Srd 
division of this subject, that sin is finite^ and there- 
fore could not be productive of infinite consequen- 
ces ; and it must be obvious, that no finite cause 
can produce an efiiect which is infinite in any sense. 

We come now to consider some of the positive . 
evidences, to disprove the doctrine against which 
wc are contending. In Psalms xxxvii. 10. we find 
these words : " Yet a little while, and the wicked 
sJball not be : Yea, thou shalt diligently consider 
his place, and it shall not be.** Again : ** Behold 
the day cometh that shall burn as an oven ; and all 
the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be 
stubble ; and the day that cometh shall burn them 
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up, saith the Lord of hosts, that it shall leave them 
neither root nor branch/' Mai. iv. 1. Here wc 
are instructed that the wicked sball hot be^ that they 
shall be burned upy root and branch : Yea, all the 
the wicked* Now if these testimonies are to be reli- 
ed on,the doctrine of endless misery must fall to the 
ground : If they are not to be received as evidence, 
the Bible may be rejected at once : For we have no 
better evidence, to believe that other passages ia 
scripture are true, than we have that these are true. 
The doctrine of endless, unmerciful torments must 
therefore be given up, or these scriptures must be 
rejected. 

With regard to the doctrine of annihilation, the 
passage last quoted, from Malachi, is considered 
as one of its strongest proofs. In this passage, 
^^ all the proud, yea, all that do wickedly," arc 
equally threatened with destruction. But who arc 
these wicked characters? Answer: "All have 
sinned,— there is none that doeth good, — there is 
not a just man upon the earth, that doeth good, 
and sinneth not." If this, therefore, be urged in 
proof of annihilation, it equally proves the an- 
nihilation of the whole human family ; which the 
advocates of this doctrine will by no means admit. 
That the destruction of the man of s'tn ; the body 
of sin and death ; and the destruction of the old 
man with his deedsy and a preparation by divine 
fire, for the putting on of the nev) man^ which after 
God, is created in righteousness and true holiness^ 
is intended by this passage, I readily admit, and 
fully believe. In my labors under the 2nd propo- 
sition, I save shown from scripture, that man po8<^ 
sesses a divine principle or spirit, which is from 
God ; consequently immortal ; of which God is 
the Father ; and which utterly excludes the possi- 
bility of annihilation. 

I shall now hasten to lay before you a few of the 
many positive scripture proofs in support of the 
doctrine of impartial salvation by grace. " All the 
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ctids of the world shafU remember and turn unto the " 
Licrd ; and all the kindreds of the nations shall 
worship before thee.'* Psalms xxii. 27. Peter told 
the Jews, that the heaven must receive Jesus ** un- 
til the times of restitution of all things,which God 
hath spoken by the mouth of all his holjr prophets, - 
since the world began.*' And again : *' Ye are the - 
children of the prophets,and of the covenant which 
God made with our fathers, saying unto Abraham, • 
and in thy seed shall all the kindreds of the earth 
be blessed.** Actsiii.31,25. St. Paultestified,that 
** as- by the offence of one, judgment came upon all 
men to condemnation, even so by the righteousness 
of one,the free gift came upon all men unto justifi- 
cation of life. Moreover the law entered, that the 
offence might abound* Bui where sin abounded 
grace did much more abound : That as sin hath 
reigned unto death, even so might grace reign 
through righteousness unto eternal life, by Jesus 
Christ our Lord.** Rom. v. 18,50,21. The same 
apostle taught the Ephesians that God had abound- 
ed towards them in all wisdom and prudence : 
*• Having made known unto us the mystery of his 
Mrill, according to his good pleasure which he hath 
purposed in himself : That in the dispensation of 
the fullness of times he might gather together in 
one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, 
and which are on the tarth ; even in him.** Eph. i. 
9, 10. ** For it pleased the Father that in him 
should all fullness dwell ; and, having made peace 
through the blood of hi« cross, by him to reconcile 
all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether 
they be things in earth, or things in heaven.** Col. 
i. 19, 20. *'And he that sat upon the throne said, 
behold, I make all things new. And he said unto 
me, write ; for these words are true and faithful. 
And every creature which is in heaven, and on the 
eanh, and under the earth, and such as are in the 
sea, and all that are in them, heard 1 saying, bless- 
ing, and honor, and glory, and power, be unto him 
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4hat $itteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb 
forever and ever.** Rev. iv. 13. and xxi. 5. To 
these I will subjoin the testimony of the apostle: 
•* For therefore we both labor and suffer reproacht 
because we trust in the living God, who is the savw 
iour of all men, especially of those that believe.*' 
1st Tim. iv. 10. 

These testimonies are too plain to need any com- 
ment ; and too expressive to adroit of the least cavil. 
They lead us to the unavoidable conclucion of the 
apostle ; that *' as in Adam all die, even so in Christ 
ishall a// be made alive :** and that *' when all things 
ahall be subdued unto him ; then shall the Son also 
himself be subject, — that God may be all in all.** 
It brings to view the efficiency of divine grace, to 
which the apostle attributed his own, and the sal- 
vation of his brethren : ** Who hath saved us, and 
cabed us with an holy calling, not according to our 
works,but according to his own purpose and grace, 
which was given us in Christ Jesus before the 
world began.*' 2nd Tim. i. 9*. 

Having as I trust, produced ample proof of the 
salvation of all men ; I submit the -whole to the 
consideration of the candid ; earnestly soliciting 
you to compare what you have heard, with the 
standard of divine truth. Remember that " if God 
so loved us, we ought also to love one another.** 
** We love him because he first loved us.** Faith 
is that which works by love; and purifies the heart. 
Then, let us add to our faith, virtue; to virtue, 
knowledge; to knowledge, temperance; to tem- 
erance, patience; tp patienoe, godliness; to godli- 
ness, brotherly kindness ; and to brotherly kind- 
ness, charity— until the ransomed oiihe, Lord shall 
return^ and come to Zion with songs and everlasting 
joy upon their heads,— and sorrow and sighing 
shall flee away, Ameic. 
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DISCOURSE. 



JOHN IV. 23. 

But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall wor« i 
ship the Father in spirit and in truth ; for the Father seeketh such to 
worsh^) htm. 

XN addition to the natural propriety and mo- 
ral importance of these words, they arrest 
our attention with the high authority of " a 
teacher sent from God." They are calcula- 
ted to deyelope to our minds the interesting, 
fact, that the ffospel dispensation has regard 
to religious practice, as well as to rational 
and consistent theory. The text certainly 
indicates, that in proportion as we under- 
stand and realize the latter, we shall more 
sincerely adopt and more tenaciously adhere 
to the former. It is impossible for men to 
>f orship God according to his requirements, 
without sonie degree of knowledge of his na- 
ture, win and perfections. The knowledge 
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4 Ikdicatian Sermon, 

» 

which we need, to qualify us for the suUime 
senice of our Maker, is conveyed to us thro* 
the medium of cfarigtianity. The " true liglU:'^ 
of the gospel «bews m at once our duty, 
with its grounds, its objects and its rewards. 
The occasion,^ which has * convened thk ^ 
respectable assembly, will assist in the illiis- 
tration of the^text, while it justifies its appro- 
priateness and impresses its application. 
We have not assembled for an ostentatious 
display of unmeaning rites or insignificant 
ceremonies. Religion, the bond of relation- 
ship between God and man, is all a sacred 
reality. If outward performances are requi- 
red, they are only useful, as they describe 
the ioward nature and spirituility of heaven- 
ly things. We meet to rejoice with our 
christian brethren in the erection and com- 
pletion of this house, specially designed for 
the worship of Him " who dwelleth not in 
temples made with hands.'' We meet to 
assist them in the public expression of tbe 
objects contemplated, in setting apart »a 
house to the service of the " Most High." 
The occasion warrants every well intended 
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etfbrt^d describe true worship. Its sacred 
characteristics are before us, in the text. 
And if there were a remaining doubt, on 
the mind of a single indiridual, here present, 
as to the most appropriate place, time or 
manner of worshipping the Father, the pas- 
sage we have read, and the connexion in 
whicb it stands, would silence such doubt. 
No particular places are pointed out, " nei- 
ther at Jerusalem nor in this mountain ;'* no 
special regard is bad to " times and sea- 
sons i^ but they that worship the Father 
sball worship in spirit and in truth, for the 
Father seeketh such to worship him."^ 

In managing this subject, with reference 
to the solemnities of this dedication, and 
with due regard to general improvement, 
we shall, 

First. Shew that the duty and privilege 
dT worshipping "the Father,*' is more plain- 
ly and cleariy pointed out, under the gospel, 
than under any preceding dispensation. 

Secondly. Mention some of the essen- 
tial requirements of true worship. 
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Thirdly. Offer some reasons, why ^ the 
Father seeketh such to worship him, as war- 
ship in spirit and in truth/' 

First. The article, which is now to en- 
gage our special attention, is founded on 
those words of the text, which designate a 
particular period, when the worship of Crod 
should become more pure and simj>le than 
it had been before. " The hour cometh, and 
now is ;" that is, the period has already com- 
menced, " when the true worshippers shall 
worship the Father in spirit and in truth. '^ 
This interesting declA*ation was made, in re- 
ply to a suggestion of the Samaritan woman, 
with whom our Saviour was conversing, at 
Jacob's well. ^^ Our fathers worshipped in 
this mountain," that is, in Mount Grerizim, 
"and ye say, that in Jerusalem is the place 
where men ought to worship.'' Here we can- 
not but remark,^ how exceedingly natural it 
is, for persons who possess strong prejudi- 
ces, to suppose, that others possess them 
likewise. This woman could not believe, 
but the person with whom she conversed, 
was as much attached to Jerusalem^ as a 
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place of worsliip, as she and her oyth people 
were to their favorite mountaiii. We may 
also ohserve, that the great truth of thq gos- 
pel is calculated to remove all narrow habits 
of thinking, to destroy local prejudices, and 
absorb the conflicting interests of individu- 
als, in the general interest and enlarged feli- 
city of man. Had our Saviour argued for 
the peculiar sanctity of Jerusalem, in prefer- 
ence to the mountain, where the Samaritans 
worshipped, it would probably have produ- 
ced no favorable views of him, in the mind 
of this woman. Had he admitted the supe- 
rior claims of Mount Genzim, as a place ap- 
pointed for religious devotion ; the conces- 
sion, so unlike the opinions of other Jews, 
would have only excited surprize and suspi- 
cion. Indeed, the answer, given on this oc- 
casion, was the only one, worthy of him who 
gave it. "The hour cometh, when ye shall 
neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusa- 
lem, worship the Father." The opposing' 
opinions and prejudices, which then prevail* 
ed, were, by this answer, properly exposed, 
without partiality or respect to one more 
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than another. The gospel of troth remove « 
every thing, which is contrarj to its own na- 
ture. 

But, in pursuance of our main desigi^ wei 
may ask, was not '^ Jerusalem the place 
where men ought to worship ?" Were not 
the Jews directed to yisit the sa<^ed city, and 
within its consecrated walls, perform the ma- 
ny rites, and engage in the several solenmi* 
ties, prescribed in th« Mosaic code ? These 
questions receive their ai4y pijofer answer^ 
in the language of inspired truth. "The 
law having a shadow of good things to com^, 
and not the very ingiage of the things, can 
never with those s^crifioes, which they o^er« 
ed year by year contii^iaUy? )Ba|:e the co* 
mers thereunto perfect The " priesthood" 
was afterwards to be " changed/' aiid this 
makes a " necessity of a change also of the 
law." " There is verily a disanpuUing of 
the commandment going befere^ for t)iQ 
weakness and unprofitahle^fss of it*'' Mqt 
ses and Christ have each their appointed sta- 
tions in the church of God. The first " wa% 
faithful over a few things," and " as » s^e^- 
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rant" ia tibe family of God, executed his of- 
fice according to diyiae command. But 
^' Christ being come, a high priest of good 
things to come, is counted worthy of more 
glory than Moses, inasmuch as he who build- 
eth the house hath more honor than the 
house. He hath obtained a more excellent 
ministry, by how much also he is the mediae 
tor of a better eovefiant, which was establish* 
ed upon better promises.'^ By the same 
^' oath," by which Jesus was constituted " a 
priest, forever, after the order of Melchize- 
dec," some better things were reserved for 
us, in the '^ bringing in of that better hope, 
by which we draw nigh to God." 

Erom the collected evidence which has 
been adduced, we infer, that the manifestations 
of truth have always been gradual and progres- 
sive. It is also natural to conclude, that our 
duty and privileges, our obligation and inter* 
est win be better e^qilained and more forci- 
bly urged, under every improving dispensa^ 
tion. It is no disparagement of the ritual 
law^ to say, that the gospel exceeds it, in glo- 
I'y* The substance always exceeds the sha* 

B 



Digitized by 



Google 



10 ^dieation Sermon. 

dow. The tliiiig signified is superior to the 
sigH, Hence the apostle reasons, with refer- 
ence to the comparative glories of the two 
dispensations, the law and the gospel ; '^ for 
even that which was made glorious, had no 
glory in this respect, hy reason of the glory 
that excelleth; for if that which is done 
away was glorious, much more that which 
remaineth is glorious*" The lights, which 
men enjc^ed under the law, were of use, du- 
ring that dark period, as lamps are servicea- 
ble during the absence of the sun ; hut as 
the splendour of heaven's luminary eclipses 
all artificial lights, so the '' rising of the Sun 
of righteousness" and the effulgence which 
he sheds, as he progresses in that path, 
wherein " he shineth brighter and brighter," 
extinguishes the inferior glory of the prece- 
ding economy. The purity of Christianity 
and the worship which it prescribes depend 
wholly upon internal principles and affec- 
tions. All of religion, as recommended ia 
the gospel, is a concern in which the whole 
heart must be engaged. " God requireth 
ndt burnt offerings nor sacrifices, neither 
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thousands of rams, nor ten thousands of li- 
TOPS of oil.'* The pure, the simple requisi- 
tion is, " My son give me thy heart" The 
voluntary surrender of the will and affec- 
tions, is more " pleasing to the Lord,, than 
an ox or bullock, that hath horns and hoofs*" 
No dead oblations are required at the altar 
of Christianity. Our " bodies are to be pre- 
sented, a living sacrifice, holy and accepta- 
ble to €rod, as a reasonable service." With 
a disposition to comply with this duty, to 
which we are " besought by the mercies of 
God," the " humble and contrite spirit" be- 
comes associated with the Deity. It main- 
tains '' communion with the Father, and 
with his Son Jesus Christ." In this sacred 
fellowship, the christian worshipper realizes 
his exalted station. He needs^ not the exter- 
nal evidences of the Divine presence, as were 
requisite in the first dispensation and in the 
first temple. But " worshipping the Father 
in spirit and in truth," he experiences that 
^^ he is raised up, and made to sit in heaven- 
ly places in Christ Jesus." The ark of Mo- 
ses nor the temple of Solomon, possessed not 
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tbe iaUime character whidli liteknigs tif the ^ 
'' ]Mng temple of the Holy l^irit'' The 
glory f^ the h^er hmise exceeds the glory of 
the former. la this place, indeed the Lord 
giveth peaee, to role ia the heart, the peace 
of Crod, thid; passeth understaoding." Who , 
can forhear to exclaini mth ^^ the sweet sing- 
er of Israel," How amiahle sre tb^f taher* 
Hades, O Lord God of Hosts ;" or with the . 
christian poet^ 

<« Hevd *vmiU I fiad a uKM j:^, 

While others go and come ; 
No more a stranger or a goest, 

But like a child at home.'' 

Secondly, We are led by the foregoing ' 
observations, to point out some of the essen- 
tial requirements of true worship. 

Every duty that a man performs and eve- 
ry privilege which he enjoys, require a sitate 
of mind, corresponding to the nature of the 
duty and to the extent of the privilege* 
Christian worship requires many things, as 
necessary to its character, which are either 
expressed or implied in the holy scriptures, 
and specially enjoined by the great ^ author 
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sod fisEislier of our ftkh*^' Vf^ have time to 
mmition but o^feif of tiK^m, and tkey will be 
considered with all Uie b<«vitj, that the «m 
tore of thi^ suljfect wUI admit. 

4. It is nec6si8ary to the true worship of 
God, that the w<^hipper should have some 
degree of knowledge of his character. It 
may, at first, appear strange, that Ve should 
contend for so plain a truth, as the one just 
stated. It ought to be observed, however, ' 
that much apparent homage is oflen paid t6 
a supposed object of worship, attended too, 
with great zeal ; and yet the worshipper is ig- 
norant of the being he adores. In stating 
this, we present no new fact. Our Saviour 
said to the Samaritan woman, '^ Ye worship, 
ye know not what.*' Ignorance has some- 
times been said, by some religionists, to be 
the parent of devotion. If this be true, it 
must be a blind devotion ; and the zeal, with 
which such devotion is performed, is that, 
which is denominated ^ a zeal of God, but 
not acceding to knowledge." In short, this 
kind of worship, if not the parent or child 
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of smp^rstkioa, is nemrth/elesn^ nearly aBied 
to it Heaee St Paul, in Ms address to the 
people of Atihens^ and adrerting to their im- 
pr^l^r. forms <^ woraMp, mjs, " I perceive 
tibat in all thnigs, ye are too superstitioiis ; 
for as I passed by and beheld yonr deTotions, 
Ifbnnd an akar, with this inscription: to ' 
THE uKMtowir God. Whom^lliere'&ire^ ye ig- 
norantly wfirship." It is aho worthy of obser- 
vation, as it will go in support of oor propo- 
iitm^^that- iftar Ae Apostle had so Tery 
justly reprehended the Athenians, for their 
id^atrous superstition, he proceeded to point 
out the character of ^' the only Uying and 
true Gk)d, " Him,** says he, " declare I unto 
you.** He adrerts to his power as exhibited 
in the creation, '' God t]iat made the world 
and all therein ;" he notices his universal 
dominion ; '^ seeing he is Lord of heaven and 
earth ;'* he proves that tlie great object of 
worship is not restricted to particular places j 
^' he dwelleth not in temples made with 
hands ;'* he demonstrates the infinite fulness 
of his nature, and that he ^^ is not worshipped 
by men's hands, as though he needed any 



Digitized 



d by Google 



things seduQg he girdtib to all life, aad tyrestli) 
and all tijdiigs;" and fiOAtty, Piaol adhibits a 
most mometixtoiifi tnrili, iflmh etitaloly coiii* 
ppseg no s|adL|^of lliefouttdUKdML of trae 
worship, which is^ the endeariog reladon^f^ 
which we st^d, to the aathor of our exist- 
ence ; '' ^d hath made of one Uood, all na« - 
tions of men, to dwell on all iSie fiiee of the 
earth ; for in^him we lite, mo^e and have 
ear heing; as certain also of ydor own poets 
have said. For we are his <^fkprhig/' Here 
is a hroad.foondatian laid, for the worship ^ 
the Father $ bnt it is laid in knowledge ; the 
niiderstandiBg is informed of the natural and 
moral attributes of the Beity, as an essential 
prerequisite of acceptable homage. To this, 
we may add, that the christian worshipper 
must consider €rod, as the supreme first 
cause ; and as such, he must not suppose 
him subject to be acted upon, or influenced 
by human services. " We ought not to 
think, that the Godhead is like unto gold, or 
silver, or stone, graven by art and man*s de- 
vice.'* 
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S. It 18 further ne^eeMnry to tke wonliip 
of Cod '^ in spirit and m truths?' l^t we Imve 
some knowledge of his purpo&es apid des%a 
in our creation. If It be admitted, l^t tStkA 
Deitj acts with a design^ in all that he per- 
forms ; and we see not how this caa be eon- 
troverted ; and if he has been pleaded to 
make any revelation of his will, to mankind; 
then it will follow, that a knowledge of iMs 
will, must increase the oldigMion to fkm, love 
and glorifjr onr Father in heareo. It will^ 
likewise extend the privilege, and enlunge 
the moral pleasures of this ^rrieew Fw, if 
the knowledge of the power and wisdoni c^T 
the Almighty, as displayed in the nrible 
system, produces adoration and awe, Ie the 
minds of heathens ; certainly the oUigatio& 
of the christian is increased, by (ds ttore 
ample views of the eternal love of his, C>ea- 
tor, exhibited in his design of grace, in titt 
gospel of Jesus Christ* Our views of tha 
operations of Divine power may amaze and. 
terrify us. But grace ll»row8 a miM radir 
ance over all the works ^ God, and natnval-- 
ly produces love, which " easteth out fear ;*• 
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and love pmifie^ and exalts our worsltip. 
Degrading serviBity and sujierstitious terror 
are expelled from tke hearty nrheK diyine 
^ love is i^ed alnroad, by the Holy Spirit." 
Who can read these saered declarations and 
not become indined to adore the Being who 
hath made them ^ ^^ Having made known 
unto us die myst^y of his will^ according to 
his good {deasure^ which he had purposed in 
himself; that in the dispensation of the ful- 
ness of ti]ii^s$ be might- gather together in 
one aB things in Christ, both which are in 
heaven and which are on earth, even in him." 
Hits is ihtd devolopement of that ^' mystery, 
which the Angels desire to pry into ;" and 
the ^^ grace, merey and peace,'^ that are here 
exhibited furnish new themes of joy to the 
'' general assembly and church of the first* 
nom, whose names are written in heaven." 
When " the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the 
root of David, prevails to open the book, and 
loose the seven seals thereof, the four beasts 
and the fawr and twenty elders fall down be- 
fore the Lamb, having every one of them 
harps and golden vials full of odours, which 
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are the prayers of the auotd ; and they smgp 
a new soag/' The complete e^diihition ^ 
tibe will of God, ivt tibe eK&hation of his erea* 
tares to " immortality and eternal life,^^ wfll* 
perfect the joy aad the worship of the XJtii- 
▼erse. " And every dreatore which h in 
hearen, and on die earth, and under the 
earthy and such as ai*e in the sea, and all 
that are in them, heard I, saying, htessing^ 
and honour, and glory, and pdwer, be aato 
him that sittath upoa. .the throne^ aamd nnte 
the Lamh, forfever and ever/* 

3. The true worship of '• the Father** re- 
quires the humble engagedness of the heart* ' 
If the business of devotion were a. mattw of 
mere ostentation, it would be of little ecniiae- 
quence where the heart wandered, durin|f 
the performance of the external act. And^ 
as to humility, it would be out of the quea* 
tion; for nothing could be more • natural, 
than that •exercises, which are sojlely intend- 
ed for the exhibition of human pride, ^hovld 
keep pride in employ, while such exerdses 
lasted. Christian worship dbclaims both , 
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t)ie oae and the other. The great objectien 
t» the w^orship at the aneient Jews, was on 
^oeoimt of their oAengigediiees of heart and 
apvttnal pride, in the ftervices of their sane- 
tnary. For these reasons, they were ad- 
dressed in this reprehensiye stfle : ^ Bring' 
no more vain oblations ; incense is an abo'- 
min»tion unto me/' Their real situation i» 
accurately described in these words ; ''• this 
jpe<q>le draweth nigh to me with their mouth 
apd honQureth we withtheir lips, but their 
heart is far from me.'' Their pride is thus 
depicted, by the pencil of truth ; " they say, 
stand by thyself, and come not near to me, 
fbr I am holier than thou." It is easier to 
see, that such dispositions were directly op- 
posed to those qualities^ which true worship 
possesses. " The sacrifices of God are a 
broken heart and a contrite spirit." Be- 
sides, false worshippers have been represent- 
ed as complaining of the hardness of their 
serrice: " What a weariness it is.'* The 
cheerful engagedness of the heart would ef- 
fectually prevent all such complaints. The 
spirit of the Redeemer shuts out this mur- 
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fiiuring disposition. It enaUra the wia^ldp* 
per to say, Yfith hk Master, ^^ it is mj meat 
and drink to do the wiU of God/' Humilitj 
readers every duty satisfactory and pleasant. 
" Take my yoke upon yoa," says Jesus, ^' and 
learn of me, for I am meek and lowly of 
heart, and ye shall find rest unto your so^s; 
for my yoke is ea^ and my burden is light**' 

Haying thus pointed out some of the es- 
sential requisites of true worship, we pro- 
ceed to show, Thirdly, the reasons, why " the 
Father seeketh such to worship him, as wor- 
ship in spirit and truth/' 

The best support of this proposUion m 
derived from two considerations, which are 
often presented in the sacred scriptures* 
The one is drawn from the nature of €lk>d ; 
the other has respect to the condition of mail 
as a being susceptible of true feli^ty. At 
the moral governor of the worid, the Deity 
seeks his own declarative glory, in all his ad- 
ministration. The glory of God can never 
be dissociated from the happiness of hia 
creatures. Here the two id^as unite, and 
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give ^leir ceniiuLOii support to the great 
truth, advanced iu the text 

That pure devotion, which is called in 
aeiiptare, ^ the beauty of holiness," is alone 
aoeeptable to the Most High. This is cer- 
tainly what he seeks, as a requirement of the 
moral justice of his law, as the strongest 
declaration of lus own honour, and as the su- 
preme felicity of his rational offspring. The 
nearer we approximate to this exalted state 
of mind, in the present li£^ the more of hea- 
ven we enjoy, and the richer is our antepast 
of the entertainments of eternity. We are 
not at liberty to trifle with the word of truth, 
by any efforts to shew, that " the Father" 
will seek in vain, for " worshippers," of the 
chariibter here delineated. Express decla- 
rations prove that he will not. The pious 
Psalmist sang this sentiment^ in strains of 
angelic melody : " All nations whom thou 
hast made shall come and worship before 
th^e, and glorify thy name. All the ends of 
the eardi shall turn unto the Lord, and all 
the kindreds of the nations shall worship be- 
fore him." This language is neither limit- 
ed nor conditional. It involves the great 
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pnneiplesb on whiqh all true worgliip . 19 
founded, wMle it ^xlubits the power, irhick 
will finally effect the purpose of God in the 
complete subjugation, and consequfoit Jioli* 
ness and felicity of man. 

Numeroud other testimonies might be 
liddu^^ed) if necessary, in support of this 
great truth ; and many of them describe die 
means by which this glorious erent will b^ 
produced. In an address to the ^^ annointed, 
whom God hath set upon his holy hill," Da^ 
yid utters these sentiments, '^ The Lord shall 
send the rod of thy strength out of Zion, rule 
thou in the midst of thine enemies ; thy peo^ 
pie shall be willing in the day of thy power ; 
in the beauty of holiness, from the womb of 
the itiorning, thou hast the dew of thy 
youth." The haughtiness of the heart being 
reduced, and the obstinacy of the will subdu^ 
ed, our " God and Father" will receive the 
homage and adoration, of all the subjects of 
his moral government. The oath ^ Jeho- 
yah will be accomplished, in bringing ^' ere* 
ry knee to bow, of things in heaven and 
things on earth, and things under the ear^'' 
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and in feausing ^' ererf tongue to Confess, that 
Jestts is Lord, to the glory of God the Fa- 
thei*/' 

With these views of the djaty, interest 
and final destination of mankind, I, most 
feelingly and affectionately congratulate you, 
my chriiltian btethren, upon the erection and 
eompletion b£ this edifice. Though we are 
assured that '' God dwelleth tiot in tem^es, 
made with handi^," nor is worshipped in any 
particular place, exclusively 5 yet Conve- 
nience suggests the expediency of places, 
better adapted than others, to the services of 
devotion. The zeal which you have mani- 
^ fested, in the establishment of your social 
state, and in the erection of a house, for reli- 
gious services, is tl*uly laudable, as it ap- 
pears to be " according to knowledge." We 
tjrustj that you will continue the cdurse, 
which you have thus far purslued, till you at- 
tain dther objects, of great importance to 
your social happiness. Among these, is the 
established ministry of the word of life. 
May the safne hand, that has helped you to 
lay the foundation of this stiructui^, and 
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" bring forth its head stone with joy/' in due 
time, point jou to a ministering servant, of 
eminent gifts and graces, who shall '^ feed 
you with knowledge and righteousness." In 
your intercourse with your brethren, of oth- 
er denominations, cultivate a charitable and 
candid disposition, ^^ endeavoring to keep the 
unity of the spirit in the bond of peace." 
Be examples of the excellency of the chris- 
tian religion, in your families^ and in socie- 
ty. Within these walls, may you statedly 
and punctually attend the worship of ^^ the 
Father." Here, may venerable age adore the 
Almighty, while leaning upon the stajff of 
promise ; here, may youth and manhood em- 
ploy their ^oblest powers, in the services of 
devotion, and tender infancy learn to chant 
" hosannas to the Son of David." May eve- 
ry act of social duty increase your '^ faith and 
love," till you shall arise from earth to hea- 
ven and there unite in the ^^ song of Moses 
and the Lamb." 

This christian audience, generally, will 
accept the tribute of our united feelings, our 
gratitude and our prayers. The religion of 
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tlie gospel teacher us to consider all men as 
our brethren in Christ Jesus. It instructs 
us to take an interest in the present and fu- 
ture happiness of all. We rejoice in belier- 
ing that you are fellow-heirs with us of the 
eternal inheritance. Whatever different 
views we may entertain, however diverse our 
opinions, we cannot relinquish this '^ un- 
speakable joy." Under this consideration, 
we thank you for your attendance on these 
sdlemnities, and the candid regard you have 
manifested to the words which have been 
spoken. We pray that you may profit 
by this occasion. In the establishment of 
this Society and the erection of this House, 
you have a practical lesson, on the nature of 
that liberality of thought and free exerfcise of 
opinion, which are the inalienable privileges 
of rational beings, and are recognized in our 
constitutions of government. May you and 
this dear people ever cultivate and exercise 
together that " charity, which is the bond of 
perfectness." As fellow citizens, as neigh- 
bours and as christians, let the spirit of 

friendship and brotherly lore bind you to 

D 
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each other; and finally^ maj jou all assoeiate 
in that better wiurld, where the darkness, 
that now rests upon the hnman mind, shall 
be fweyer dissipated, where we shall ^' sm 
' eye to eje, and God be all in all." 

And now,^ as the disciples of Jesus 
Christ, and in his name, we solemnly Dedi^ 
cate this House, to the future serrice of Him, 
who ^ seeketh such to wwship hira, as wor- 
ihip in spirit and in truth." We dedieate 
diis Pulpit, to the public declaratimi of " the 
wcHrd of truth, the gospd of our salyidion ;" 
and these Seats and Galleries, to the use ai 
devout andhumUe worshippers. From this 
I>esk, may ^^ peace on earth and good will 
to men" be ever powerfully proelain^. 
In this house, may glory dwell, and Tirtue 
and religion be promoted. ^ Arise, O Lwd, 
into ihy rest, thou and the ark of thy 
strength. !Kess, abundantly, the prorisions 
of Zion and satisfy her poor with bread. 
Clothe her priests with salvation ; and let 
her saints shout aloud for joy. Amir. 
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